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Introduction: 
 

What is ‗Advent‘? In recent times in the Western Church this has 

been a 4-week time of preparation for Christmas. It has marked the 

start of the Liturgical Year. We have busied ourselves with 

preparations for the great event of the Incarnation, with music and 

special services, celebration meals and presents, family reunions, and 

so on. But it was not always so ….. 

 

Advent started to be celebrated in the 5th and 6th centuries in various 

parts of the church, sometimes as a 40-day period of fasting and 

repentance, like Lent. In some places marriage was forbidden during 

that period, as were other ‗joyful‘ occasions! A greater emphasis was 

placed on preparation for the return of Christ – His second coming – 

hence the emphasis on spiritual disciplines and preparing to meet 

one‘s Maker. In these four studies I want to reflect at times on that 

almost-forgotten aspect of Christ‘s return. He‘s coming to get us! If 

we were to give significant weight to the notion that this world is not 

going to go on forever, that there is to be a ‗final consummation‘, and 

that it might occur very soon, how would that affect our Christian 

lives, individual and corporate? 

 

The Chaplain has suggested we base this year's Advent study on the 

book by the Bishop of Oxford, John Pritchard, ―God Lost and 

Found‖, [SPCK].  Bishop Pritchard explores the loss of faith, the 

‗cooling off‘ of belief, which a number of Christians experience at 

some stage in their lives. He explores some of the reasons for this loss 

of faith and suggests possible routes back to a renewed belief. I would 

encourage you to get a copy of this book for yourselves. It is not 

essential reading for this course of studies but would give a context 

within which to work. 

 

In preparing this Advent course, I have also drawn extensively on the 

well-known parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke chapter 15. There is 

quite a lot of ‗coming and going‘ in that parable which might give us 

cause to reflect at Advent time. I am therefore using this parable as 

significant second strand in these Advent studies, to explore the 

Words of St Paul: [1 Thessalonians 4:14 - 18] 

 
14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will 

bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the 

Lord‘s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the 

coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, 

with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead 

in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so 

we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with 

these words. 

 

 

 

Notes: 
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How familiar are we with the supreme significance of the person of Jesus? 

Is getting to know him afresh a task we can set ourselves for the year 

ahead; to revisit the Gospels and to remind ourselves of the person of Jesus 

Christ in all his magnificence and welcoming love? Whether we consider 

ourselves to be, or to have been, a prodigal son/daughter, or a loyal older 

brother/sister, how might 2012 be an ‗adventurous year‘ in the renewal of 

our personal faith and our communities of faith? 

 

Remember: He’s coming to get us! 
 

 

 

Verses for reflection: 
 

The angels ‘second’ message: [Acts 1v11] 

 
Men of Galilee, they said, why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the 

same way you have seen him go into heaven. 
 

Words of St Peter: [2Peter 3:8-13] 

 
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 
    9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 

slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 

to come to repentance. 
    10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear 

with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 

everything in it will be laid bare. 
    11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought 

you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 
    12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day 

will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will 

melt in the heat. 
    13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven 

and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 
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progress of our changing relationships with God 

 

I have mixed my own thoughts and reflections together with questions 

that I think are worth exploring. Please use them simply as a series of 

‗pegs‘ on which to hang your own personal meditations or group 

discussions. Each study ends with some verses of Scripture that I hope 

are relevant to the issues raised. 

 

It is both a privilege and a challenge to attempt to produce yet another 

Advent Course for such a diverse range of people across the Chaplaincy 

of Aquitaine. I feel a poor successor to Michael and Jo who produced 

such courses with flair and imagination for Advent and Lent over the 

years they were here! Nevertheless, I hope and pray that the result will 

prove useful in raising issues and provoking thought, thereby 

stimulating our Christian faith and practice here in our adopted country 

as we ‗prepare to meet our God‘. 

 

Roger Cheale 

Bergerac 

Autumn 2011 
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The Parable of the Prodigal Son 

 
Luke 15:11 – 32 

 
11 ―There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 

‗Father, give me my share of the estate.‘ So he divided his property between 

them. 
   13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 

distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had 

spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began 

to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, 

who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the 

pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
   17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and 

go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of 

your hired servants.‘ 20 So he got up and went to his father. 
   ―But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 

him. 
   21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

I am no longer worthy to be called your son.‘ 
   22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on 

him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf 

and kill it. Let‘s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and 

is alive again; he was lost and is found.‘ So they began to celebrate. 
   25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, 

he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him 

what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has 

killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.‘ 
   28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went 

out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years 

I‘ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave 

me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son 

of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you 

kill the fattened calf for him!‘ 
   31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have 

is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours 

was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.‘‖ 

remains – another kind of Advent? – and pleads with him to come in! [v28] 

Where did the hurts lie in the older son? Were any of his complaints 

justified? How might he be able to deal with them? Could he change his 

attitude and happily join in the party? Would the words his father used in 

verse 31 help him? 

 

Advent may mean many different things to different people. The parable of 

the prodigal son is, to me, a most powerful image of one aspect of Advent. 

It describes an ‗advent-urous‘ God as actively coming out to seek us to 

bring us back to himself. For all the prodigal son‘s faults and waywardness, 

he was wholeheartedly and enthusiastically welcomed back into the 

father‘s household. The father went out of his way to go and greet the lost 

son and drag him the last few yards back home! And the welcome party 

was obviously ‗some thing‘! But Advent, too, is for the loyal, older son as 

well as the younger, and that Jesus makes clear in the parable. How do we 

best ensure that Advent and Christmas, this year, welcome all into the 

‗party‘? 

 

Bishop Pritchard‘s concluding chapters of his book have the titles: 

‗Communities of Grace‘ and ‗Friends Reunited‘. In ‗Communities of 

Grace‘, he envisages a local church as a renewed community offering a 

welcome, a sanctuary, a place of joy, offering simplicity of a Celtic nature: 

cherishing hearts; offering home to friend and stranger; being a hub where 

all are equipped for effective discipleship. How do we ensure that our 

communities are like that, welcoming all who come? 

 

In ‗Friends Reunited‘ he takes his readers back to the person of Jesus 

himself who said that he was not ashamed to call his disciples his friends. 

To re-read and re-capture the person of Jesus revealed in the Gospels, 

Pritchard suggests, is vital for the renewing of our Christian life: 

 

It is strangely possible to go through many years of Christian faith 

and never really be confronted by the astonishing life at the heart 

of it. In my case, as a teenager I had many of the pieces of the 

Christian jigsaw from my upbringing, but the one vital piece 

missing was the central one around whom all the others fitted. It 

was when I was shown the supreme significance of this life that I 

could metaphorically shout “Eureka!” and start to fly in my 

Christian faith. 
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Study 4: He’s coming to get you! 

 
Advent at last? ‘Draw near to God and He will draw near to you’.  

[James 4:8] 
 
Read Luke 15: 20 – 32 
 

 
And so the prodigal returns. The vivid picture Jesus paints as he tells this story 

is really very moving. 

 

―But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and had compassion 

on him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.” [v20.] 

 

I have a picture in my head of this distraught father [who maybe had heard 

rumours of what had been happening to his son] day after day standing at 

some vantage point and staring into the distance hoping against hope to get 

sight of this long lost son returning. And then one day it happens, and 

throwing dignity to the winds, he hoicks up his robe and runs and runs down 

the long road to throw himself around this dishevelled, stinking, mud-

spattered son to embrace him and welcome him unconditionally home! 

 

That was Jesus‘ answer to the Pharisees and teachers of the law who 

complained that Jesus associated with the wrong sort of person! God, said 

Jesus, wanted the ‗publicans and sinners‘ in his kingdom as much as he 

wanted the scribes and Pharisees! What is your reaction to this part of the 

parable? 

 

The kingdom that Jesus was inaugurating was a comprehensively inclusive 

kingdom, and the Pharisees were offended by that. The prodigals can only 

come in on our terms – they must conform to our expectations. This is a point 

raised in our first study. But, as we consider the fulsome welcome that the 

father extended to his wayward son, does there lurk in us, anywhere, a 

reluctance to welcome those who don‘t fit our view of church? 

 

But Jesus hadn‘t quite finished the story: there was that older son….. How 

would he react to the wastrel‘s return? This was presumably a thinly disguised 

reference to those same Pharisees and teachers of the law. However, even 

there, Jesus uses the parable to show God‘s immense love and concern for 

everybody. The father quits the party and goes outside to where the older son 

16 

Study 1: Running away from God: 

Why do so many people abandon faith – or at least church-going – as they 

grow up? 
 
Read Luke 15:11-16 
 
When we title this parable ‗the prodigal son‘ it is obvious which of the two 

sons we have in mind. However, as the parable progresses, it becomes clear 

that both sons have allowed a distance to enter the relationship between 

themselves and their father. So just how many ‗prodigal sons‘ are there? 

 

Clearly the younger son got in a bit of a mess! But does turning away from 

God inevitably end us up in a crisis situation like that? Are there not plenty of 

happy and successful atheists and agnostics around who have deliberately 

walked out on God? What answer might we give them if they respond to us 

with an „I‟m OK, I don‟t need your God‟ reply to our challenging them? 

 

It is easy to focus on the younger son and to feel, perhaps, a bit superior to 

him: the rashness and brashness of youth; his arrogance and selfishness; etc., 

etc. [Or do we perhaps feel a certain affinity with him?!] What causes so many 

of our young people, some of them children of members, to leave church? Are 

some of their reasons valid? Have some of us been prodigals ourselves? If so, 

what turned you away from church and belief in God? How would you now 

evaluate the reasons you turned away? Were they valid? 

 

In his introduction to ‗God Lost and Found‘ Pritchard remarks: 

 

―When you scratch the surface of [British] churchgoing you‟re likely 

to find that many people are afraid to admit they no longer have a 

vivid experience of God…What gave life and purpose has been 

reduced to disappointment and play-acting. We like to keep the mask 

on because it‟s so embarrassing to admit we no longer find any life in 

it…Some people are lonely behind the mask of hymn-singing and 

fellowship. It all used to be so vivid, but the colour has drained away. 

The ladder to the stars has been removed.” 

 

Later on he says: 

 

―The problem, of course, is that [losing faith] is not like losing interest 

in stamp collecting or fly-fishing. The worst you have then is a 
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cupboard full of stamps or a pile of fishing gear. With the loss of God 

may go an entire way of life – a framework of beliefs, values, practices 

and relationships that gave order, shape and meaning to our lives.” 
 

Would you agree? Is it true that, for some of us, and for some of our church 

communities there is, at least in part, a loss of relationship with God? Have 

we, somehow, either drifted away – or, like the prodigal son, have even run 

away from God? 

 

But what about the older son? It seems a rather sad end to the parable, to 

me. Did big brother ever join in the celebrations? Or did he remain 

stubbornly outside the welcoming party? We don‘t know. Did he, after all, 

have a ‗prodigal heart‘ like his younger brother? And was that attitude in 

the end more destructive of his relationship with his father than was the 

younger brother‘s attitude and actions? How many of us are, secretly, 

‗older brothers‘ [or sisters!] hiding a certain coolness in our hearts when 

wayward prodigals return with an enthusiasm that we have lost? Does their 

energetic worship, or their renewed confidence in expressing their faith to 

others, privately embarrass, even annoy, us? What stops us ‗enjoying the 

celebrations‘ when they turn up? 

 

 

What is our role as Christian communities in trying to avoid the loss of 

faith that some experience? Is there a measure in which we are to blame for 

some young [or even older] people‘s loss of faith, or at least their 

wandering away from church? How can we make our church communities 

attractive and relevant to young and old alike? Are we ever in danger of 

skewing the age or social class profile of our churches simply by 

demanding what we like rather than what ‗prodigal‘ members need? 

 

In his book Pritchard quotes two well-known and much respected 20th 

century Christian characters who, temporarily at least, lost their way: Henri 

Nouwen and Mother Teresa. 

 

Nouwen first, writing at the end of his life: 

 

―Do I like to pray? Do I want to pray? Do I spend time praying? 

Frankly the answer is „no‟ to all three questions. After sixty-three 

years of life and thirty-eight years of priesthood, my prayers seem 

as dead as a rock….” 
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Verses for reflection: 
 

Ephesians 4: 11 – 16 
11 It was [Christ] who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to 

be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 
12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 

be built up 
13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fulness of Christ. 
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 

blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 

craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 
15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him 

who is the Head, that is, Christ. 
16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 

ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
 

 

Ephesians 5: 25b – 27 
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 

cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her 

to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, 

but holy and blameless. 
 

 

Revelation 21:1 – 4 
 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, 

the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband. 
    3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of 

God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be their God. 
    4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.‖ 
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restore our relationship with God and move towards that state of beautiful 

perfection that St John the Divine envisages? This process may call for some 

honest assessment of our present state and a determination to do something 

about it. 

 
Pritchard quotes the late Dame Sybil Thorndike on visiting the Niagara Falls 

as a young girl and writing home to her parents: 

 

I‟ve seen it! The trouble is I‟ve run out of adjectives. I‟ve used up all 

the wonderfuls and marvellouses. So take all the wonderfuls and 

marvellouses, multiply them a hundred times, sing them to the 

Halleluiah Chorus, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and you will know 

something of what I am feeling. 

 

When we ‗write home‘ about the church, is that the language we use? 

 

 

Notes: 
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And Mother Teresa: 

 

―When I try to raise my thoughts to heaven there is such convicting 

emptiness that those very thoughts return like sharp knives and hurt 

my very soul. I am told God loves me and yet the reality of 

darkness and coldness and emptiness is so great that nothing 

touches my soul. Did I make a mistake in surrendering so blindly to 

the Call of the Sacred Heart?” 

 

That two recent Christian figures of stature dare to admit the reality of a 

loss of close communion with God is pause for thought! If that can happen 

to them, then what of us? Are there periods when we, who may be regular 

church-goers, find our faith cooling, or doubts arising? Are there 

identifiable reasons why that should sometimes occur? 

 

As the celebrations get under way during Advent, do we need to assess the 

genuineness of our own relationship with God as we prepare for his 

coming? And how, during Advent, can we look out for ‗prodigals‘ who 

might be wanting to return? Would emphasising that older aspect of 

Advent, as a preparation for Christ‘s return/second coming, help to sharpen 

our thinking and deepen our commitment? 

 

 

 

Verses for reflection: 
 

Psalm 139 [extracts] 
 
O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 
You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my 

ways. 
 

Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. 
You hem me in— behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
 
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are 

there. 
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If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 
If I say, Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me, 
even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for 

darkness is as light to you. 

 

 

Notes: 
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‗confess our sins‘, conscious that we have failed God in some way since 

last we worshipped. But is there a call for a more thorough self-assessment 

or ‗community assessment‘ to ensure that our relationship with God is 

really what it should be? Does that assessment need to include repentance? 

Do we have a vision of what we are missing, of what our individual and 

community life might be, or what it should be striving to be? 

 

The second part of Pritchard‘s book looks at positive ways in which 

individuals and churches might be renewed. He starts this process, in 

Chapter 6 by ‗Re-imagining Faith‘. He says we should start by seeing faith: 

 

-  not as regulation but as relationship; 

-  not as arrival but as quest; 

-  not as success but as direction; 

-  not as locating God at a distance but as recognising God in the 

midst; 

-  not as experience but as obedience. 

 

How do you react to that kind of description of a renewed faith? Are his 

five points helpful? Might they be ‗ways back to God‘ for us? 

 

 

 

Pritchard obviously sees ‗faith‘ as something very dynamic and changing, 

not static and set in stone. If it becomes settled it can quickly become cold 

and lifeless. He points out that even those congregations that emphasise the 

more spectacular forms of worship [with services that include miracles and 

healings, etc.] run out of steam if they simply try, week by week, to revisit 

and repeat those experiences. 

 

How do you see ‗faith‘? Is it a settled kind of experience or is it a 

progression in a living relationship with God? And are our Christian 

communities ‗settled‘ or changing, growing and developing? 

 

What might church life look like if we truly had that relationship with God 

that He imagines for us? The end of the Book of Revelation describes the 

church, the New Jerusalem, as coming down from heaven „prepared as a 

bride beautifully dressed for her husband‟. [Rev 21:2] That is how one 

day, at the end of time, the church will be. And how do we go about 

preparing for that now? How radical might we need to be if we are to 
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Study 3: The way back? 

 
How do we go about recapturing and strengthening our faith and our 

relationship with God? 
 

Read Luke 15: 18 – 20 
 

I recall, from my early youth, one of those CSSM choruses we were taught 

in Sunday School: 

 

There‟s a way back to God from the dark paths of sin. 

There‟s a door that is opened and you may go in. 

At Calvary‟s Cross is where you begin 

When you come as a sinner to Jesus. 

 

Hmm, there we were, 5- and 6- year olds and already in ‗the dark paths of 

sin‘! But does that old ‗chorus‘ actually contain elements of truth? The way 

back to God is a way of repentance. 

 

The prodigal son sought a life-style full of excitement and pleasure, but 

ended up destitute and despairing when the money ran out. His salvation 

was to remember what his true inheritance was – not the inheritance he had 

frittered away, but the relationship he had with his father and his father‘s 

household. Even to be a servant in that household would be better than 

‗this pigsty‘! 

 

Having ‗come to himself, the prodigal‘s return was marked by several 

stages: 

 

1. He realised what he was missing [v17b] 

2. He determined to do something about the situation [v18a] 

3. He acknowledged his faults [v18b] 

4. He humbled himself [v19] 

5. He got up and put into action what he decided [v20a] 

 

….. a process we might truly call ‗repentance‘! Are these stages that we 

need to pass through if we seek a renewing of faith and a rebuilding of our 

relationship with God? 

 

Each time we meet together as congregations for Sunday Worship we 
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Study 2: What on earth am I doing here? 

 
Assessing where are we now as regards our faith, both as individuals and 

as a church. 
 
Read Luke 15: 14-17. 
 
Consider the prodigal son when his money ran out and his world collapsed 

around him. 
 
A well-off, bright, young man, son of a successful businessman/landowner, 

sitting in the middle of a pigsty, so hungry he could have eaten the pigswill! 

Not a pleasant sight! What was he doing there? How did he get there? What 

was his state of mind? How was he going to get out of this mess? 
 
This is the third of three parables in Luke 15 that Jesus told to rebuff the 

Pharisees‘ complaint that „he welcomes sinners and eats with them!‟ The 

previous parables concern a lost sheep and a lost coin. They were unable to do 

anything about their ‗lostness‘. By contrast, fortunately, the lost son was. 

What, if it was ever your experience, was the way back when you found 

yourself away from God? Have you ever been a member of a church or 

fellowship that seemed to have lost its way? Did that community find its way 

back to a renewed relationship with God? If so, how? 
 
The process of returning for our prodigal started when ‗he came to himself [his 

senses] ‟ [v17]. What ‘coming to ourselves’ might we have to do as a church? 
 
In Chapter 2 of God Lost and Found, entitled rather damningly ‗The Old 

Curiosity Shop‘, Pritchard paints a rather bleak picture of a Church that has 

lost its way. It can be a place where people are badly damaged through 

distorted relationships; a place of black boredom „like drinking ten cups of tea 

one after another‟ as one youngster was reported saying! Or it can be a 

reactionary community „changing by reluctant inches rather than – as in other 

parts of life – by leaps and bounds‟. He says: 
 

―Faced with a tsunami of issues – war; global terrorism; the 

environment; poverty; failed states; economic instability; corruption; 

HIV&AIDS; and a whole lot more – the Church can seem to be 

preoccupied with building sandcastles on the beach – and destroying 

those of their brothers and sisters whose castles dare to be different.” 
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Is the situation as black as Pritchard paints? If so, we too, are a long way from 

where God intends us to be! How do we need to change? Of course it is easy 

to become fixated on all the church‘s problems and to become very negative 

and defeatist about them. Nevertheless, some healthy self-analysis may do us 

good! How do we assess the state of the church – including our own local 

fellowship group/church/congregation/chaplaincy? In what ways do we need 

to change, especially as we prepare ourselves in Advent for Christ‘s coming 

back to take us to himself? 
 
Again, if we compare the rapid and impressive expansion of the church in 

South America, Africa and China, for instance, the shrinking of the church in 

the West, particularly here in ‗Old Europe‘, is surely cause for some alarm and 

some urgent self-analysis. It is said that the Anglican Diocese of Europe is 

experiencing some growth but, from such a low base, that is hardly a matter 

for complacency or satisfaction. 
 
A couple of years ago the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine embarked on a Vision 

Discernment process which started with a fairly full analysis of ‗where we are, 

now‘. How have we moved on from that position? What progress have we 

made in the last two years? What more needs to be done? In the verses for 

reflection, below, the Psalmist has obviously gone through a traumatic 

situation as regards his own faith. He has got near the experience of the 

prodigal son. How might the Psalmist‘s experience help us? 
 
 

Verses for reflection: 
 

Psalms 42 and 43 

 
As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. 
 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with 

God? 
 
My tears have been my food day and night, while men say to me all day long, 

Where is your God? 
 
These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to go with the 

multitude, leading the procession to the house of God, with shouts of joy and 

thanksgiving among the festive throng. 
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Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your 

hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God. 
 
My soul is downcast within me; therefore I will remember you from the land 

of the Jordan, the heights of Hermon— from Mount Mizar. 
 
Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all your waves and breakers 

have swept over me. 
 
By day the LORD directs his love, at night his song is with me— a prayer to 

the God of my life.    
 
I say to God my Rock, Why have you forgotten me? Why must I go about 

mourning, oppressed by the enemy? My bones suffer mortal agony as my foes 

taunt me, saying to me all day long, Where is your God? 
 
Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your 

hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God. 
   

[Psalm 43] 

 
Vindicate me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation; rescue 

me from deceitful and wicked men. 
You are God my stronghold. Why have you rejected me? Why must I go about 

mourning, oppressed by the enemy? 
Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; let them bring me to 

your holy mountain, to the place where you dwell. 
Then will I go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and my delight. I will praise 

you with the harp, O God, my God. 
 
Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your 

hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God 
 

Notes: 
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