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The Magic of 

Christmas 
is not in the presents 

but in His 
presence

Stories

 Poetry

  Reports

 Regular Features

    all inside!
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Clerical Corner
U UUU U

U U
The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 

working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  
It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, DECEMBER 2016/JANUARY 2017
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

SUNDAY 04 DECEMBER
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise  – Sainte Nathalène
18:00 Advent Carols – Bertric Burée

TUESDAY 06 DECEMBER
11:00 Holy Communion – Allez

THURSDAY 08 DECEMBER
17.00 Carol Service - Sainte Nathalène 
19:00 Carol Service - Montcaret

FRIDAY 09 DECEMBER
18:00 Carol Service – Ribérac church

SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
11:00 Christmas Carol Service - Doudrac
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes
14:00 Madagascan Christmas Carol service – Bordeaux
16:00 Christmas Carol Service - Chancelade
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Limeuil
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Monteton
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Bordeaux

WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
18:00 Christmas Carol Service – Eymet Church
18:30 Christmas Carol Service – Dondas

THURSDAY15 DECEMBER
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil

FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER
18:00 Christmas Carol Service – Négrondes
18:30 Christmas Carol Service – St Médard

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Vic Fezensac

SUNDAY 18 DECEMBER
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion - Dondas
10:30 Christmas Praise  – Limeuil
10:30 Christmas Prayer & Praise – Monteton

TUESDAY 20 DECEMBER
18:30 Christmas Carol Service - Allez

THURSDAY 22 DECEMBER
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

SATURDAY 24 DECEMBER
18:00 Christmas Eve Holy Communion – Condom
18:00 Christmas Eve Holy Communion – Doudrac
22:30 Christmas Eve Holy Communion – Limeuil

SUNDAY 25 DECEMBER
10:30 Christmas Day Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Christmas Day Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Christmas Day Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Christmas Praise with Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Christmas Day Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Christmas Day Holy Communion – Négrondes

SUNDAY 01 JANUARY 2017
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
11:00 Family Communion – Bordeaux

SUNDAY 08 JANUARY
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 All Age Worship  – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Family Service - Négrondes

WEDNESDAY 11 JANUARY
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SATURDAY 14 JANUARY
15:00 Christian Unity Service – Ribérac Hospital Chapel

SUNDAY 15 JANUARY
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Morning Worship  – Limeuil
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
11:00 Christian Unity Service – Sainte Foy la Grande Protestant 
Temple (rue Louis Pasteur)
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène

THURSDAY 19 JANUARY
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
18:00 Christian Unity Service - St. Avit Sénieur
18:30 Christian Unity Service – Périgueux, Protestant Temple (20 
rue Gadaud)
20:30 Christian Unity service – Eysses church, Lot et Garonne

SUNDAY 22 JANUARY
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Christian Unity Service - Gradignan
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes

MONDAY 23 JANUARY
20:30  Christian Unity Service –  Bergerac, 
Eglise Evangélique Libre

TUESDAY 24 JANUARY
19:30 Christian Unity Service - Sarlat, 
Centre Madeleine Delbrel (33 bd Eugène 
Le Roy)

WEDNESDAY 25 JANUARY
18:00 Christian Unity Service –  Lalinde

THURSDAY 26 JANUARY
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

SUNDAY 29 JANUARY
10:30 Special Christian Unity service – 
Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Special Service – Limeuil
10:30 Morning Prayer – Monteton

“We’ll be home by Christmas” 

Whether you hold a Christian faith or not, there is 
still, for most people, something very special about 
Christmas.  I am writing this message on 18th 
November, the day on which, 100 years ago the guns 
fell silent over the Somme after 141 days of fighting.  
During the First World War, Christmas seems to 
have been a symbol of hope for those in the trenches.  
I guess we’ve all heard the stories about football 
matches between British and German soldiers on 
Christmas Day or that well-known phrase, “We’ll be 
home by Christmas”.

Christmas is a time of hope!

On a rather different 
level and closer to 
home, as a child I 
well remember the 
excitement of seeing 
presents under the tree on Christmas 
Eve and the hope that I would get the 
present I so desperately wanted.  

Christmas is a time of hope!

But then I wonder how often Boxing 
Day is a day of unfulfilled hope.  
How did those soldiers feel when the 
football match was over or when they 
realised that they wouldn’t be home 
for Christmas?  Did your childhood 
Christmas present ever turn out 
to be something less than you had 
hoped for?  How about those people 
who spend Christmas alone, lonely, 
homeless, jobless …. hopeless? 

Is Christmas a time of hope for them 
too?

One of the problems, as I see it, is 
that as Christ has been progressively 
removed from Christmas, Christmas 
is, when all’s said and done, just 
another day.  After all the build up, the 
expense and the excitement what are 
we left with?  Probably indigestion, a 
few family arguments and a stonking 
great credit card bill to look forward 
to in January.  If we’re lucky we’ve 
received some lovely presents but as 

 

 

with so many possessions, once the 
initial excitement has passed, they 
are just one more thing that is nice 
to have.

Could it be that we just expect far 
too much of one day?  

In the Christian story, Christmas is 
just a start, the beginning of hope 
rather than its fulfilment.  I am sure 
that Mary and Jospeh had hope in 
their hearts, in common with most 
new parents.  The shepherds might 
have felt hope that things were going 
to change, albeit not until this baby 
has grown up a bit.  But for most of 
the world, the day of Jesus’ birth was 
just another day – they didn’t notice 
anything change. 

And that’s the problem now.  
Because despite the plastic babies 
in Tyrolean stables and possibly 
some carols, Jesus is nowhere to be 
found in so many people’s Christmas 
celebrations.  There is little hope left 
over on Boxing Day because the hope 
is left behind as soon as we forget that 
Christmas is an on-going process.  A 
process that started with the birth of 
a baby and is still unfolding today 
and into eternity.  Christmas hope is 
not that things will change but rather 
that things have been and still are 
being changed.

I am sure that 2017 will have its share 
of ups and downs but as Christians 
we can approach the New Year with 
the confidence that, because of a baby 
born in an insignificant corner of the 
Roman Empire 2000 years ago, there 
will always be hope.  The hope that 
comes from Emmanuel, God with us.  
With us to celebrate our joys.  With us 
to share our tears.  God with us now 
and always.

May I wish you all a joyful and hope-
ful Christmas and a happy New Year!
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Mind the gap

On our way back to Bordeaux 
after our summer holiday 2015, 

we had witnessed what had been 
going on around The Eurotunnel in 
Calais. We had been surprised to 
hear the reaction from our friends 
and relatives in the U.K. Somehow, 
the T-Shirt we had bought of the 
London Underground seemed to be 
shouting at us : 'MIND THE GAP!!’

Back in Church we prayed for the 
refugees crossing the Mediterranean 
in little boats and waited for them to 
come. I went to 'Wine and Words' 
and we talked about the story of 
Ruth. And the message was clear: 
something must be done. We got in 
touch with the Authorities. We got 
ready. But no-one came. 

Then it was Christmas. Xavier and I 
agreed that we couldn't go through 
with it in the 'Traditional' way. 
Something had to change.

Teaching at the Assomption School, 
I am fortunate to know the Sisters 
quite well. Sometimes I pray with 
them lunchtime and am always 
welcomed for coffee. So I spoke 
to them about our wish to spend 
Christmas in a  way that had 
meaning. Sister Françoise told us 
about a family of 5 refugees from 
Armenia, living in a tent in Cenon in 
the rain. We decided to invite them 
to stay the night for Christmas Eve. 
Our children were horrified. But we 
invited them for coffee at our house 
first and we loved them. They were 
broken. Yet they have a deep love 
for each other which gives them 
strength to smile, laugh and in fact 
love others. As a family we learned 
a lot that Christmas. Our children 
opened their eyes for the first time 
to the real world, and eventually 
opened their hearts too. 

But we just couldn't stop there. We 
had given hope and we couldn't let 
them down. We gave them clothes 
and a subscription for a mobile 
phone which was costing them a 
fortune. Then, we could see them 
beginning to breathe. The more we 
gave the more we wanted to give. 

Because we gave love and we were 
getting even more love back !

Their relations with the 'Maison 
de Marie' and Sister Françoise also 
strengthened although they kept 
receiving negative answers from 
the Authorities. They came to our 
Church and the Revd. Andrew 
Bullock blessed them. We found out 
that they were Christians. The police 
took away the tents and they were 
taken in by friends that they had 
made through school.

Time passed. It was summer.  Money 
was found via 'Maison de Marie' for 
them to live in a flat. And then we 
waited. And waited. Their French 
was improving and we could see that 
they were desperate to have a place 
of their own. We kept on praying.  

Then all of a sudden everything fell 
into place at the end of last October! 
The owner of a flat agreed to let a 
family 'sans papiers' stay in his flat on 
the condition that ‘Maison de Marie’ 
would pay for the rent, electricity 
and gas. They were ecstatic! But in 
our eyes the best was yet to come. 
The very day that they were able to 
move in, I had an email from Ashley 
Ridley, a young American doctor 
who most people in the Chaplaincy 
know via her great work with young 
people. She was leaving Bordeaux 
and would the Armenian family be 
needing any furniture ??………... 

That was when we realised that the 
Lord had been with us from the start!

Ashley was more than generous in 
her love and in return our Armenian 
friends helped to clean her flat.

What joy did we have to see their flat 
with Ashley's furniture !!!

So what are we doing this Christmas? 
Good question. First we wanted to 
share our joy with you. To let you 
know that loving your neighbour 
really does work because you get lots 
more love in return !

Happy Christmas! 

Rhian Foreau

Outreach - New AreasBISHOP’S ADVENT APPEAL

Bishop Robert has introduced this 
year’s Advent Appeal with the 

opportunity to contribute to building 
up “one of the most interesting and 
strategically significant churches in 
the diocese.”

St. John’s Anglican Church is a 
thriving English-speaking church in 
the heart of downtown Casablanca. 
Regular attendees hail from Europe, 
Asia and the Americas, a third of 
the congregation now comes from 
sub-Saharan Africa. Services are 
conducted in English, but between 
services the church grounds are 
filled with conversation in a wide 
variety of tongues.

The average attendance during 
Sept-Oct 2015 was over 200 in a 
church that can only seat a hundred! 
Moreover, St. John’s has limited 
space for meeting. A temporary 
tent structure serves as a fellowship 
hall, and a repurposed shipping 
container houses Sunday school 
classes. St. John’s would love to be 
able adequately to accommodate 
its congregation, serve the children 
better during Sunday school time 
and have proper space for social 
interaction and fellowship.

A development project launched in 
late 2015 has a current estimated cost 
of £300,000 with one third of that 
sum promised in donations. Bishop 
Robert says: “I would be thrilled if 
the diocese could raise a significant 
sum to help them on their way. 
St. John’s is a church of historical 
significance operating under special 
conditions in a majority Muslim 
country with an extensive ministry 
to Sub-Saharan migrants. 

You can find an inspirational U-Tube 
video of their plans here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ppdd
3FImp0&feature=youtu.be

“I chose you and appointed you so that you 
might go and bear fruit ” (John 15.16)

Who's Listening?

Every Thursday at the temple in Eymet we hold prayer and coffee. We have 
developed a pattern that normally has 4 or 5 of the Mairie's workmen 

appear for a drink whilst they are clearing up after the market "the God coffee" 
as they call it! We play some contemporary Christian music on the ipod over the 
Bose speaker or a music DVD is shown and whether it is 1 or 6 people a small 
prayer session is held.  Not that these are small prayers.  These are prayers of 
thanksgiving, prayers of blessing for Eymet and of course prayers for those who 
are ill or suffering. Big prayers!  Covering Big concerns or issues in our town and 
in the wider world. But most of all they are prayers of blessing.

Due to our holiday a volunteer was asked to open up for Prayer & Coffee a few 
weeks ago. As has been our way, a different approach was taken to the prayers.  
These were quieter more contemplative prayers without music. When our person 
came to lock up they found 3 French ladies sitting outside on the bench.  This 
bench appeared a few months ago and is not a permanent fixture! The ladies 
were disappointed not to hear any singing as they said they liked very much to 
listen to us.

We have a number of people who loiter around the Temple or stop to listen to the 
music or watch the worship on a Sunday - Christianity as a spectator sport now 
there is a thought!. Being Mission, people sometimes say it is all about getting 
people across the threshold whereas often it is people whose lives are being 
impacted just because we are in the Temple praying, singing or playing music 
that intrigues the person with the "God shaped slot" in their lives. It is proof 
that the Holy Spirit can touch a life just by us being there doing what Christians 
should be doing. Playing music, singing and praying for our community. Think 
of it as the community being a still pool and each prayer as a pebble dropped in 
the pool so that it ripples out to reach others. We never know who we are going 
to touch or how. To bear fruit the plant must be tended and we are chosen so 
that we can bear fruit. Prayer ministry is the heart of Church life and enables us 
to have spiritual growth in our hearts and in our communities.

Julia and I are strong believers in the prayer ministry at the Temple and there 
have been very few missed Thursdays since July 2014 so we are grateful that the 
rhythm of prayer continued on that Thursday and we had a glimpse of how that 
quiet Mission reaches out to others in the most unexpected way. We never know 
"Who's listening?"

“Working Together for the Kingdom”
A wonderful thing coming from the Sunday Fresh Expressions services are 
the bilingual elements of the services, with French and English Christians 
worshipping together.  Also at Eymet Temple, there is a monthly communion 
service led by a French protestant minister, delivered in French.  The service is 
easy to follow in French as it is the same order of service that we are used to in 
our Anglican services and as well as the sermon being helpfully translated into 
English, the service sheets signpost the bible readings, which as we know, are 
located in the same place in Bibles in any language!!

Allan & Julia Petchey   Congregational Worship Leaders in training

From your Editor

Welcome everyone 
to the final edition of 
Spreading the Word 
for 2016 - where does 
the time go! 

I’m sure you’re all just as busy as I 
am at the moment with the many 
Christmas events which are just 
ahead.  Our choir at Limeuil has 
certainly been practising hard not 
just for the Carol Service but also 
for our Advent Taize service which 
we have this coming Saturday.  It 
certainly gives us plenty of variety of 
things to sing!

There are some really interesting 
articles in this month’s issue and I do 
hope you enjoy them.  I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank everyone 
who has sent in contributions during 
the year.  Without your support we 
wouldn’t have a magazine!  Our 
sector liaison officers need a special 
mention as they faithfully collate 
their local information each and 
every month. Thank you!  And a big 
thank you to YOU, the reader of this 
magazine.  I know you enjoy reading 
it from the comments I often receive 
and so, on now to 2017 - and more 
interesting articles to look forward 
to - hopefully!!

A very Happy and Blessed Christmas 
to you all. 

Love Gill
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Flower Histories:
          The Poinsettia  

The Poinsettia (Euphorbia 
pulcherrima) is a commercially 
important plant of the Spurge family 
and comes from Mexico.   These 
plants are sold by the millions all 
over the world for Christmas. They 
come in three colours;  red, pink 
and cream.  Unfortunately they have 
a really hard time, so here is what 
you do to keep them happy over the 
festive period.

Avoid a temperature lower than 
13C 55F.   Don’t put them straight 
into your cold car in a draught, treat 
them like a baby and cover them up.  
Take them straight home and tuck 
them up.

Place your plant in a good light, but 
not direct sunlight.   If you move it 
from room to room it gets fed up and 
droops.   It has a will of its own.

If you over water you will kill it 
slowly and damage the root system.   
Always wait until the surface is 
dry and water thoroughly.   Don’t 
water a little every day.   Buy a good 
houseplant fertiliser and feed once a 
week, best when watering.

It needs a certain amount of humidity 
so place pot on a tray of pebbles.

If the plant looks tired, shrivelled 
or dead try reviving it by soaking 
the root ball in warm water.   This 
is effective, but revival should occur 
after 1 hour.

If looked after carefully it will survive 
well into March.   

Canary Bird

The Ten Commandments for Christmas
The following item appeared in a church newsletter and contains some good advice 
that will help us keep selfishness in check this Christmas:

I. Thou shalt not leave “Christ” out of Christmas, making it “Xmas.” To some, 
“X” is unknown.

II. Thou shalt prepare thy soul for Christmas. Spend not so much on gifts that 
thy soul is forgotten.

III. Thou shalt not let Santa Claus replace Christ, thus robbing the day of its 
spiritual reality.

IV. Thou shalt not burden the shop girl, the mailman, and the merchant with 
complaints and demands.

V. Thou shalt give thyself with thy gift. This will increase its value a hundred fold, 
and he who receiveth it shall treasure it forever.

VI. Thou shalt not value gifts received by their cost. Even the least expensive 
may signify love, and that is more priceless than silver and gold.

VII. Thou shalt not neglect the needy. Share thy blessings with many who will go 
hungry and cold unless thou are generous.

VIII. Thou shalt not neglect thy church. Its services highlight the true meaning 
of the season.

IX. Thou shalt be as a little child. Not until thou has become in spirit as a little 
one art thou ready to enter into the kingdom of Heaven.

X. Thou shalt give thy heart to Christ. Let Him be at the top of thy Christmas list.

Christmas In September
Autumn’s off the calendar like leaves off a tree.
Santa in September sure is crazy to me.
Christmas is from summer till the end of the year
And all the shops are choc a bloc with seasonal cheer.
It’s Christmas in September - a four month spending spree.
There’s no time to remember the baby in the manger - He’s a stranger to me.
The council in October always know what to do.
They decorate the borough and before they are through
We’ll get a visual overdose of seasonal lights
With plastic snow and mistletoe a’ shining so bright.
It’s Christmas in October - Hey, we’re almost half way through!
But, by the time it’s over - the baby in the manger will be hidden from view.
Trick or treats are in retreat when singers appear.
Carols mid November now I’m dreading to hear.
And in every store Justin Bieber will sing 
And in the bleak November we’ll go wassailing
It’s Christmas in November and I’ve got cards to write.
There’s so much to remember - but the baby in a manger  is nowhere in  sight.
Now it’s nearly over for December is here.
Buy your Alka Seltzer with the crackers and beer.
Celebrate and suffocate the heart of it all.
Christmas must be ready for an overhaul.
It’s Christmas in December - my, how the season flies.
But, no one now remembers the baby in a manger as He quietly cries.
The baby in a manger as He quietly cries.

Chris Tozer

Around theDiocese:

DIOCESAN HISTORY 
IS MADE IN A SMALL 

SICILIAN TOWN

On Sunday, 6 November, history 
was made in the town of Randazzo 
in the province of Catania (Sicily). A 
congregation of Italians was received 
as a church of the Church of England 
in the Diocese in Europe.

It was a dramatic event that began 
four years ago under the guidance 
of Father Jonathan Boardman, 
Archdeacon for Italy and Malta, 
Father Russell Ruffino, the current 
Locum at Holy Cross Church, 
Palermo, and Vickie Sims, the 
new Archdeacon. Father Giovanni 
LaRosa, who is in the process to be 
received as a priest in the Church 
of England, serves as their chaplain. 
At the Archdeaconry Synod in 
September Bishop David authorized 
the reception of the Randazzo 
congregation as a church of the 
Diocese, and asked Father Russ, 
with direction from Vickie Sims, to 
arrange a date to go to Randazzo to 
carry out the decision.

At the service on 6 November Father 
Ruffino received 39 local Italians 
into the Church of England, and as 
authorized by Bishop David, received 
the congregation as a church of the 
Diocese, to be known as the Church 
of Saint Albert of Trapani.

The rite of reception, taken from 
the Book of Common Worship, 
was translated into Italian. In the 
meantime Father Giovanni had 
prepared the electoral roll and saw to 

the election of wardens and officers 
of the church. A local television 
channel filmed the entire service; it 
also offered to Padre Giovanni and 
Mr. Grifaci an hour’s time every two 
weeks for reflections on the Gospels 
and discussions of the Anglican 
Tradition. The conclusion of the 
service was marked by a spectacular 
fireworks display.

This is the first Italian-speaking 
church in the Archdeaconry. It 
develops the understanding that 
our chaplaincies are not “islands 
of Anglophones”, but we are the 
Anglican way of serving as the 
Church Universal in Italy with our 
doors open to all.

Information from Fr Russel Ruffino, 
Holy Cross Church, Palermo, Sicily

REMEMBRANCE REPORTS 
FROM OSLO 

In the snow covered Commonwealth 
war Graves in Oslo, after a 
Remembrance Sunday service in 
St Edmunds, Senior Chaplain, Ven 
Dr Brian Russell was joined by the 
British Ambassador to Norway, 
Sarah Gillett CMG CVO, who read 
the poem "We Will Remember 
Them" before she laid the first 
wreath.

Gunnar Foseid adds; “I have spent 
the last 5 years researching the 
Operation Doomsday tragedy on 
10 May 1945, when 48 airmen 
and soldiers perished en route to 
Gardermoen airfield. Together with 
a team, both in Norway and UK, we 
managed to find over 100 relatives to 
the 48 perished men in UK, Canada, 
USA, Australia and New Zealand.”

Lest We Forget 
Owen Griffiths

What do we forget when we 
remember
What are the stories left untold
What do we think each November
As we march down that glory road
As we march down that gory road

One hundred million
Don’t come home from war
Another eight hundred million
Who live to bear its scar
Who live to wear its scars

Lest we forget
What they were dying for
Lest we forget
What they were killing for
Lest we forget
What the hell it was for

Democracies never kill democracies
That’s what we often claim
But sometimes we march out 
together
And kill others in that name
And kill others without that name
And kill others just the same

Lest we forget
What they were dying for
Lest we forget
What they were killing for
Lest we forget
What the hell it was for

What do we forget when we 
remember…

Owen Griffiths is an Associate 
Professor of History at a university in 
Canada. His area of study is especially 
modern East Asia (Japan and China 
mainly).
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Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus
Editorial Page, New York Sun, 1897

We take pleasure in answering thus prominently the communication below, 
expressing at the same time our great gratification that its faithful author is 
numbered among the friends of The Sun:

Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, 
“If you see it in The Sun, it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?

– Virginia O’Hanlon

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism 
of a skeptical age. They do not believe except what they see. They think that 
nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, 
Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, are little. In this great universe of 
ours, man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect as compared with the boundless 
world about him, as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole 
of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and generosity 
and devotion exist, and you know that they abound and give to your life its 
highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if there were no 
Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be 
no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this existence. 
We should have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The external light with 
which childhood fills the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies. You might 
get your papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas eve to 
catch Santa Claus, but even if you did not see Santa Claus coming down, what 
would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no 
Santa Claus. The most real things in the world are those that neither children 
nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, 
but that’s no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all 
the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there 
is a veil covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even the 
united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived could tear apart. Only 
faith, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and picture 
the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this 
world there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives and lives forever. A thousand years from 
now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years from now, he will continue to make 
glad the heart of childhood.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!!

THE CHAPLAINCY OF AQUITAINE HAS CONNECTED 
WITH FACEBOOK!
 
Our new Chaplaincy Facebook Page is entitled English-
Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine and has been up and 
running now for a few weeks.  
We invite all of you to look for, share and like this page with 
your own friends and family on Facebook. 
The FaceBook page hopes to feature articles which are 
interesting and relevant to our Chaplaincy, so please update 
yourself with this information.

Looking ahead!

Belloc Retreat 2017 will be 
from Thursday 25th May - 

Sunday 28th May.
Book the date in your diary 

now!

Don’t forget!

  Articles for this 
magazine are always

 very welcome!
Deadline for next issue 
is 20th of January.

What does the Bible tell us about the 
Three Wise Men?

a) There were three of them?
b)  They were wise?
c)  They were men?

None of the above.  The story of the 
Three Wise Men appears only in 
only one of the gospels: Matthew 
(the shepherds are in Luke; Mark 
and John don’t mention the Nativity 
at all).  According to Matthew they 
bring gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh but beyond that he gives no 
clue as to their number or their sex 
and doesn’t suggest that they were 
wise (or even ‘kings’ for that matter). 
He identifies them only as ‘magi’ 
and ‘magi is a word which discloses 
nothing about numbers, wisdom or 
gender’, according to the General 
Synod of the Church of England.

How did the wise men find the baby 
Jesus?

a) By following yonder star?
b) By following yonder planet?
c) By satnav?

None of the above again! How you 
follow a star to find a particular 
building in a particular village has 
always seemed mysterious and all 
the more because there’s no other 
record of an unusual astronomical 
event – no comets or supernovae in 
contemporary Chinese records, for 
example.  One thing’s for sure: they 
couldn’t have done it by walking 
towards a normal star.  Because of 
the way the stars appear to move 
through the night sky, walking 
south from Jerusalem towards a 
chosen star would take you in a 
series of corkscrew-shaped loops 
until you found yourself wandering 
in a never-ending circle, 20 miles 
in diameter, around the South 
Pole.  While following Venus from 

Jerusalem on December 25, AD1, it 
would have taken the magi across 
the Mediterranean to Tripoli, across 
Egypt to the Red Sea, then westwards 
into the Sahara. If they’d been using 
satnav, goodness knows where they 
would’ve ended up!

Saga magazine Dec 2015

Ed: I am also reliably informed by 
Revd Deacon Charlotte that Jesus 
would have been aged about 1 or 2 
before the magi saw him as it would 
have taken them that long to make  
the journey!

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
was filled with sorrow at the tragic death 
of his wife in a fire in 1861. The Civil War 
broke out the same year, and it seemed 
this was an additional punishment. 
Two years later, Longfellow was again 
saddened to learn that his own son had 
been seriously wounded in the Army of 
the Potomac.

Sitting down to his desk, one Christmas 
Day, he heard the church bells ringing. It 
was in this setting that Longfellow wrote 
these lines:

I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

And thought how, as the day had 
come
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along
The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

Till, ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to 
day,
A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

Then from each black, accursed 
mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound
The carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn
The households born
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

And in despair I bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," I said;
"For hate is strong
And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men."

Then pealed the bells more loud and 
deep.
"God is not dead, nor doth he sleep!
The wrong shall fail,
The right prevail,
With peace on earth, good will to 
men!"

The pine-tree in the city

Towards the end of the year, I was 
uprooted and conveyed to a nearby 
city,
Now, my feet are planted in a 
pot……..
I feel imprisoned  and  constricted in 
this  leaf- mould.
The  silver balls  and  trimmings  
I am  decked  out  in,  make my  
needles  fall  off:
But,  they are a permanent  part  of  
me!!
The  incessant  noise  of  the  traffic  
around  me,  has  blurred  out  the  
song  of  
The  birds  from  my  memory,
The  smells  and  noise  of  the  city  
have  broken  the  rythmn  of my  so  
peaceful  
Existence………
This is not  my  natural element; I   
am not  at home  here:
I refuse  this  very  ground,  I   want  
none  of  it!!
………here  I  am  disguised  as  if  I  
were  a  king!!
How  long  must  I  stay  here??....... 
I  have  been  sentenced  to  appear 
in  the  
Flower  of  my  beauty…….
for….?????

The poem above was written originally 
in French by Valerie Peyrusse’s 
granddaughter.  Valerie, from St 
Nathalène, has kindly translated it  
into English for us.
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Larry, the Lost Lamb
Larry was happy. He and his brothers and sisters had played all day on the hillside near 
Bethlehem. Now it was time to go to bed. But first he needed some milk. He found his 
mother and she fed him. 

“Good night,” said Larry. 

“Good night,” said his mother.  “Curl up in the straw and keep warm. It’s getting colder now.”

Larry did as he was told. But he was too excited to go to sleep. He tossed and turned and tried counting humans, but was 
still very wide awake.

He heard his friends, the shepherds, talking to each other outside as they sat around guarding the camp. They were looking 
out for wolves that might come down from the dark forests and steal a sheep or a lamb.

Suddenly he saw a very bright light in the sky. It wasn’t the moon because that had already set. It was like a star but much, 
much bigger, and seemed to be moving closer to the hillside where they all were. Larry was so afraid that he began to 
tremble. 

The shepherds also seemed to be scared and shouted out to each other. They were all running about pointing at the sky. Near 
to the bright light there were now humans, but- not- humans, because they had wings so looked more like birds. They were 
up in the sky and there was beautiful music everywhere like a thousand trumpets all playing at once.

The shepherds called them ‘angels’ and fell down on their knees and began to pray.The angels began to talk to the shepherds 
but Larry didn’t understand what they were saying. He was so frightened that he started to run. The shepherds had left 
the gate of the sheep-pen open! He ran out, and skipped right down the hill until he reached the path at the bottom. The 
bright light was following him, so he ran even faster to try and get away from it. He soon got out of breath but he didn’t stop 
running until he reached the small town of Bethlehem. But he was getting slower and slower. One of his feet was hurting 
him. 

He limped past a lot of houses, then down a narrow alleyway, until he saw a faint light in a stable. There were two animals 
in there, an ox and a donkey. He squeezed inside it, just behind the donkey, and crawled forward a little until he was safely 
under the manger from which the donkey was eating some straw. 

Now he could catch his breath and try to stop crying from fright.

It was warm in the stable from the breath of the animals, and he soon felt very calm and very happy, as if something 
wonderful was about to happen. He fell asleep.

Suddenly he was woken by a noise that he couldn’t understand. It sounded like one of his brothers crying, but it was not 
quite the same. He saw human feet moving across the floor coming near to where he was hiding. They stopped just before 
reaching him, and a human voice began to sing a sweet song. The manger that he was under, moved a little, and the strange 
noise stopped.

Then the human feet became human hands and someone stroked his head gently and felt his sore foot. For a moment there 
was a lot of pain, but then he felt better. There had been a nasty long thorn there but now it had gone. 

He was just trying to go back to sleep when there was another disturbance. The door of the stable opened suddenly, and 
there were the shepherds!

“Oh, goodness,” thought Larry, “They’ve come to find me and take me home.”

He crawled out. But his friends, the shepherds, took no notice of him. They were staring into the manger, a bit afraid, but 
very happy. The bright light was shining down into the stable and there was a wonderful sound of music again. Larry looked 
up into the manger, but all that was there was a baby. The baby saw Larry looking at him, and he smiled at the lamb and put 
out his hand as if to stroke him.

His mother had stopped singing to the baby and welcomed the shepherds. Joseph her 
husband showed them a place to sit down.

Larry was so happy. He wanted to be useful, to love and care for the baby. One day, perhaps, 
the baby might be able to wear a coat made from his fleece and be kept lovely and warm. 

He knew that he had never felt as happy as this before, and he wished that he could stay here 
for ever.

© jennifer gray

Cooking in December with 
Frances Pengelly

I cannot believe how quickly 
Christmas has appeared on the 

horizon.   It only seems like yesterday 
that we all sat round the table and 
enjoyed yet another Christmas 
dinner.   This year though, things are 
a little different.   Aleppo is such a 
heartbreaking story.   To think that 
children in these modern times of 
present giving and feasting live in 
fear for their lives.  What about the 
children in the camp at Calais, or 
even the families of the really poor 
in France and Britain, that have 
nothing?   I admire people who give 
up their Christmas holiday to help 
feed and look after all those who do 
not have  enough food and warm 
homes.  

Yes, for a Christmas article it all 
sounds depressing.  Then there’s 
Brexit.   Enough said.   However I 
came across an article about early 
vegetarianism, the date being 1866.  
It made me laugh.   In Cumbria, 
on his farm, a Mr Blennerhasset 
served up a cold, condiment free 
Christmas dinner in the cause of 
non-meat eaters.   This was really 
the start up of vegetarianism, and 
the beef-eating folk almost died of 
indigestion and cold.   No imported 
food was served and no dressings, 
salt or wine allowed. The menu was:  
raw turnips, boiled cabbages, boiled 
wheat, boiled barley, shelled peas, 
oatmeal gruel with carrots, turnips 
and cabbage in it;  boiled horse 
beans, boiled potatoes, and salads 
made of chopped turnips, cabbages 
and parsley,  with a dressing of 
linseed, boiled to a glutinous jelly.  
This was an eye opener, and one 
would think that after this meatless 
meal vegetarianism would have 
been forgotten.   On the contrary it 
thrived, and today is a way of life for 
many people.   Personally, I could 
give meat a lifelong miss.

I heard someone the other day say 
they were three quarters vegetarian 
because they ate fish.   Well, I think I 
fall into that category, although a good 
steak is hard to beat.   Here in France 

the vegetables are absolutely first 
class all the year round. Christmas 
suppers came to mind. Christmas 
eating is not just about turkey and 
one big meal.  There is always some 
sort of repast to prepare, whether 
it be Christmas Eve, Boxing Day or 
even during Christmas week.  The 
poor cook has to think of something 
interesting for her guests.  Having 
looked at the Christmas Escoffier 
menu of 18 courses I decided to keep 
things simple!  

So here are a few of my favourite 
things to prepare at leisure and keep 
in the fridge.  You will of course have 
cold meat and salad as a stand by.  

My favourite is home made tomato 
soup. Fry up a small onion until it 
is soft.  Add two large tins of good 
tomatoes, four sun dried tomatoes, 
and 500L of water, cook gently for 
10 minutes, add one tub of fromage 
frais, 1 tsp sugar, salt and pepper 
then blitz.   If it’s too thick add a little 
more water.  

Another idea,  buy a large tin or 
two of carrots and peas, blitz and 
heat up adding a little cream, simply 
delicious, takes 2 minutes, no fuss 
soup.  

Warm salads cheer up cold days.  
Try Courgette, Pine Nut and 
Sultana Salad.  Slice up 6 medium 
courgettes and fry slowly in a couple 
of tablespoons of good olive oil 
until they are no longer firm and 
a little coloured.  Add a handful of 
sultanas, the same of pine nuts, the 

juice of a lemon, salt and pepper.  
Cook everything together for a few 
minutes then serve.   

Chick Pea Salad.   Heat up a jar 
of chick peas and pour into a bowl 
and add good olive oil, a sprinkle of 
lemon juice, a little chilli, chopped 
carrot, celery, thinly sliced onion 
and parsley.   Mix up and serve as a 
salad with cold meat.  

Make a special quiche using little 
prawns and lots of parsley and good 
cheese.  Using smoked salmon or 
trout you can make little envelopes 
of the fish and stuff with chopped 
tomato, avocado and a mixture of 
mayonnaise and crème fraiche.   

Blitz together breadcrumbs, lemon 
zest, garlic and parsley and stuff  in 
advance large mushrooms.  Cook 
carefully at 180C until soft.   Yummy.   
All sorts of egg dishes are easy and 
good for you.   

Happy Christmas

Shout for joy
the whole earth,
and everything within.
Rejoice!
For Light has come into the world.

The mountains sing,
the seas resound
to the praise of your name.
Salvation
once promised is here on earth.

The angels’ song
rings in the air,
a child has been born.
Hallelujah!
The Saviour of the world is here.
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Do you know who your Ancestors 
were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes 
to Chaplaincy Funds, Gill will research your 

ancestors and then provide you with a report 
and a family tree. 

Or why not make it a special gift for a 
relative?   

For more information speak to Gill Sweetman 
on 05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

 
Please visit this site and find out how you can support 
the Chaplaincy when you are making purchases online.

There is a huge number of UK retailers involved
with this scheme and it doesn’t cost you a penny more 

than you would be paying in any case.

The retailers involved make a donation to the Chaplaincy, 
through easyfundraising, in line with the amount 

of money you have spent.
How about your Christmas presents?

These qualify as well, just check that your  supplier is registered 
and follow the routine set out by easyfundraising.

Support for English speaking dementia 
sufferers in the Dordogne

L’Association France Alzheimer 
Dordogne
2 rue Emille Counord 24100 
Bergerac

Tel: 05 53 27 30 34

Mail: alzheimer.dordogne@orange.fr

Website: www.francealzheimer-dordogne.org

Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

Support group for expat citizens living in the 
EU after Brexit

Protecting the rights of expats after Brexit. A support and 
lobby group for UK expat citizens living in Europe concerned 
for their healthcare, pensions and education. Your family’s 
future, votes for life, representation in Parliament etc...

www.ecreu.com

The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW Mike Duncan   05 53 91 30 64 
 Tony Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 
ML Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC Sheila Marshall     05 53 90 95 69

Forthcoming Services
Sunday 4 December  10:30 Service of the Word     Madeleine Holmes
Sunday 4 December  18:00 Advent Carol Service    Sheila Marshall and Revd  Tony Lomas
Friday 9 December   18:00 Carol Service, Church of Notre Dame de la Paix, Riberac Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 11 December *  10:30 Holy Communion     Revd Brian Davies and Revd Charlotte Sullivan
Wednesday 14 December     11:00  BCP Holy Communion    Revd Brian Davies
Sunday 18 December  10:30 Family Service      Madeleine Holmes
Sunday 25 December  10:30 Christmas Day Holy Communion Revd Brian Davies
Sunday 1 January   10:30 Service of the Word,     Steve Long
Sunday 8 January *   10:30 Holy Communion      Revd David Kirby
Wednesday 11 January  11:00 BCP Holy Communion     Revd Tony Lomas
Saturday 14 January   15:00 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service, Ribérac Hospital Chapel  Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 15 January   10:30 Family Service
Sunday 22 January   10:30 Holy Communion     Revd Brian Davies
Sunday 29 January   10:30 Special Service, Celebrating Christian Unity        Revd Tony Lomas and Guy Delarbre**

**Guy Delarbre is Pastor of the Église Évangélique Libre de Bergerac

Please join us for tea and coffee across the road
in the Upper Room after each of the Sunday services

*There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service.
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass. 

We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of 
bread and wine which will be supplied.

“When we walk with the Lord 
    in the Light of  His Word…”
- a reminder of Brian Davies’ recommendations from last month for help with regular Bible reading

Here are two websites which will offer you, each day, a passage of Scripture, some reflections and some prayers related to 
them. They each publish quarterly booklets which can be received by post, you can access each day on their website, or have 
sent as a daily email:

Bible Reading Fellowship:  God’s Word day by day:      www.biblereadingnotes.org.uk

Scripture Union’s Daily Bread Bible Reading Notes:     www.scriptureunion.org.uk/ecards/dailybread

The Upper Room  – is open on the second Wednesday of each month from 11:00 to 14:00 

for coffee, a light lunch, browse around the Book Barn and fellowship. 

That’s 14th December and 11th January !
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The Book & Jumble Sale Saturday 29th October drew a steady flow of visitors. 
We had teas, coffee, cakes & scones inside the Upper Room. Spreading the 
aroma of bacon around Bertric Burée from the garden of the Upper Room 
was barbecuist Dave Knight, keeping up the supply of bacon butties. 

Inside were tables and rails full of clothes, bric-a-brac & children’s games and 
toys stalls. The Book Barn, with its 4000+ books, CDs, DVDs, LPs opened 
its doors for the occasion.  In total, we made a profit for church funds of 
687.10€.

Thanks to David Jackson and all the cheery helpers  who worked hard to 
make it a success.

Tony and Jill Stephens recently visited ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, Vista, California

We were staying with Tony’s niece, Louise, her husband John and their lovely daughter 
Emma.

We decided on this Sunday to join other worshipers at All Saints, as we had visited it on 
previous occasions and found them to be very friendly and welcoming.

Following the service, which was excellent, we joined everyone for coffee and refreshments. 
Typically American - not just coffee and biscuits, but dishes of mixed fresh fruit, homemade 
cakes and biscuits!

For a relatively modern church established in 1946, it has a very warm, welcoming, yet 
reassuringly old-fashioned interior, which would not be out of place in Europe, where we 
are more familiar with ancient buildings.

The beautiful stained glass windows were designed and made by a cousin of a member of 
the congregation.

The history of one of the paintings, over the altar, is worth recounting. History tells that 
in Italy, after the Germans had been pushed North, a battalion of the American Army, 
commanded by a Colonel George Shaffer, was stationed by a small Italian village, which 
had been decimated during the war. The Italians, concerned that the retreating Germans 
would take anything of value, buried the church treasures before the church itself was 
destroyed.

When it came time for the Americans to depart, so the story goes, the grateful villagers 
presented the Colonel with a 15th century painting of the Madonna and Child, unfortunately 
unsigned (!), in a worn, but beautifully carved, frame.

When Colonel Shaffer returned to his family he, together with 34 other families formed 
All Saints Episcopal Church, and presented the painting to the church.

Knit and Natter
There will be no Knit, Natter and Craft Club in December.   We will be having a well-deserved break after all the work of 

the Christmas Fair.

We will re-open in January, so if you would like to knit or crochet, or learn how to do it, please come 
along to the Upper Room 19th and 26th January.     Join us for tea, biscuits and a lovely natter. 

Contact: Jean Stocks

Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW Sue Torne  05 62 08 17 78
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML 
PC Liz Evans  05 62 06 59 75

Forthcoming Services
17th December 17.00  Ecumenical carol service   Vic-Fezensac in the Eglise de St. Pierre 
22 December  11.00  Eucharist service   Revd. Tony Lomas
24 December    18.00 Christmas Eve Eucharist  Revd. David Marshall
26th January 11.00 Eucharist service

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
Our annual Remembrance Service was taken by our Reader-in-Training,  Michael Torne. This is always a memorable event, 
but this year was made more impressive by the fact that it was conducted beautifully and sensitively, and several of the 
congregation took part.

Our hymns were stimulating and patriotic, including 'Jerusalem ' and 'I vow, to Thee, my Country'. The reading of a poem 
by Owen Griffiths, 'Lest we forget', by Simon Lowman, an ex-army officer, and the final bidding by Richard Smith, our 
Deputy Warden, also an ex-army officer, of the 'Kohima Declaration' were all moving and really meaningful. All bringing 
back the enormity of what we all owe. *
A wreath was laid at the altar, as we have no memorial in the church. As the daughter of a soldier, and the mother of a Naval 
officer, the service had a special resonance for me and touched all who attended.

We finished with the National Anthem, and these words ringing in our ears:  'When you go home, tell them of us and say, 
for your tomorrow, they gave their today'. 

This was a Remembrance Service which will stay with me for a long time to come.

Future Events
Bring and Buy Coffee Morning
We invite you to our final bash of the year in aid of our charity for the 
year - EducAid.
and reflect on all the blessings that it brings, we hopefully will want 
support our charity by supporting this Bring and Buy Coffee Morning. 
It will be held on November 30th from 10.15am at the home of Marion 
l’Estrange 11B Rue Gavarret, 32100, Condom. 
Bring your yourselves and your friends so they can meet new friends 
and old, enjoy coffee and cake and find something that will make a 
nice gift for Christmas. 
There are of course still cushions to adopt. They have made a wonderful 

difference to worship in the Chapel, but it would be good to have all the seats cushioned.
Make it a great result for EducAid.

A Reflection for Advent

Watching and Waiting that is the theme of Advent, but how to wait and for what we wait that is what 
this time of reflection is about.
This waiting is about anticipation, expectation and hope. It is about opening ourselves to 
transformation through faithfulness, and is about preparation through alertness and patience.
Join us for a time of reflection and meditation on Advent in poetry, prayer and music. A time to still 
yourself, to look back and to look forward and to contemplate the meaning of our Saviour’s birth.
Sunday 4th December at 3pm and followed by an Advent Tea! 
Contact Michael for more information  michael.torne@mac.com

* the poem ‘Lest we Forget’ is printed on page 5 of this magazine.

Watch
Prepare
Rejoice
Behold
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Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

Forthcoming Services
4th December 11.00 Prayer & Praise
8th December 17.00 Bilingual Carol service with Revd. Gill Strachen, Revd. Deacon Charlotte Sullivan and Pere Philippe 
Demoures. Followed by festive refreshments. The collection will be donated to Restro du Coeur. Remember to wrap up 
warm. 
15th January  11:00 Prayer & Praise in the Salle de Fetes.

26th October Worship On Wednesday. Dave began by reading 
Romans 13 v 1 and 2 :  “Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God and those that exist 
have been instituted by God….”  Paul shared 1 Tim 2 v 2 “ I urge you to pray 
for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead 
a peaceful & quiet life, godly & dignified in every way.” We enthusiastically 
made a joyful sound as we worshipped in songs and thanksgiving beginning 
with “We are the free – Yours is the Glory!” In our intercessions we prayed 
for the leaders of the USA, UK, France and next year’s elections in France. 
Also for two refugees in Gourdon who urgently need somewhere to live.
Lilie shared a prophetic picture Lance Wallnau has had of Donald Trump 
being used by God as a “wrecking ball” to knock back ‘political correctness’ laws in the USA.Our thoughts turned to Cyrus 
king of Persia who, it was prophesied in Isaiah 45, God would raise up to be instrumental in rebuilding the Temple in 
Jerusalem by decreeing that the exiles could go. Isa 45 v13 “I have stirred him (Cyrus) up in righteousness…he shall build 
my city & set my people free….says the Lord of Hosts.” This prophecy was 150 years before Cyrus was born! (The fulfilment 
of the prophecy is recorded in Ezra & Chronicles) Cyrus wasn’t a Jew or a godly man but a Persian King. God had “grasped 
his hand” and used him….

Our next Worship on Wednesday is on 23rd November 14.30. Everyone is welcome!!

6th November Our Prayer & Praise service was led by Dave Wilton. His talk was on 
how we need to stand firm on the message we heard and keep a strong grip so we don't 
get swayed by things that take away our belief. Firstly, we are loved by the Lord with 
an eternal love. Secondly, we are chosen, we are unique and we can make a difference. 
Thirdly, we are saved from perishing, thanks to his grace and mercy. Fourthly, we 
are being transformed by the Spirit, he wants us to live a life that exudes his life and 
character. Fifthly, he has trusted us with the Good News, we should do anything we can 
to help the lost find Jesus. 

20th November Prayer & Praise with Communion. It was lovely to have Revd. Tony Lomas with us. Jeremiah 23: 1-6 
shows us how it will all end with Christ, the ultimate good King, ruling over all. He will be 
called the LORD our righteousness. Luke23: 33-43 Tony spoke of the image we may have 
of Christ as king, clothed in glory. However, he was the servant king. On the cross he was 
more concerned for others: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they are doing.” 
He could have saved himself but he chose not to, for our sake. The image of the empty cross 
is better than his glory in Heaven because he is in our midst, alongside the hurting flock. 
We are no longer afraid or dismayed because we live in the Kingdom of Christ the King.  

Although it was cold in church, the sun shone and we ate outside in 18 degrees! We shared 
hot soup, vegetable stew, quiche and salad. A lovely time of fellowship.  

The Committee wish all our faithful congregation, near and far, a very happy Christmas and a prosperous new year. WE 
look forward to welcoming you to our services on the 3rd Sundays in Jan/Feb/March in the Salle de Fetes, opposite the 
church.

Praise Our Father for the New Covenant which is an eternal agreement that God has made with us through his Son. He sent 
him from heaven to earth to establish this New Covenant of grace, making available to us, what we could never deserve or earn 
by our own efforts. Thank you God.

Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Liz Oaten   05 53 05 42 76
CW Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09 
ML Liz Oaten   05 53 05 42 76
PC Lin Tarrant  05 53 91 26 38

Forthcoming Services
Advent Sunday November 27   10.30             Holy  Communion   Barrie Green     Negrondes
Sunday December 11        10.30         Morning Prayer          Patrick Sturges    Negrondes
        16.00            Carol Service      Rev. Tony Lomas   Chancelade
Friday December 16            18.00           Carol Service              Rev.  Tony Lomas  & Pere Sebastian   Negrondes 
Sunday December 18              10.30              Holy Communion    Rev.    Barrie Green    Chancelade
Sunday December 25 Christmas Day    10.30   Holy   Communion   Rev. Tony Lomas   Negrondes
Sunday January 8    10.30   Family Service   TBA     Negrondes
Sunday 15 January    10.30   Holy Communion  TBA     Chanceleade
Sunday 22 January     10.30   Holy Communion  TBA     Negrondes

We have had a quiet month here.    Time to reflect on the coming of Advent 
and the Christmas message.   On 27th October we had our final Harvest 

thanksgiving taken by the Rev. Barrie Green.   It was a well attended service, as 
our many friends, who are not regular churchgoers, but highly supportive of our 
events, all came to share the joy of Harvest time.   All the goods from all the 
services during the month generously donated, were taken over the road to the  
new Secours Catholique Centre.  Afterwards we all went down to Liz Oaten’s for 
a bring and share harvest lunch.   A most agreeable time was had by all.   We have 
very good cooks here, and it was a superb lunch.   A great bonding day to conclude 
the harvest year.

On a sadder note there was a funeral service on Wednesday 26 October at Negrondes for Dulcie May Cole taken by Sheila 
Marshall.   This was followed by cremation at Notre Dame de Sanhilac.  Dulcie Cole was 101 years old.   Born 15 July 1915 
– died 22 October 2016.

Patrick was asked to represent the Anglicans in the Ch/N sector at the licensing of the 
new parish priest of the Paroisse St Jacques du Causse, which includes Négrondes plus 
14 other small worshipping communities.  The Bishop of Périgueux and Sarlat officiated 
and presented Père André Peryga to the joint congregations in Sorges church on Saturday 
evening, 22nd October.  We look forward to working, worshipping and praying with 
Père André in future

We had a lovely, moving Remembrance Service with 
Sheila Marshall assisted by Patrick Sturges. Barrie 
Saunders carried a wreath up to the altar and later 
Frances carried a candle up to the altar. Poppies were 
sold at the entrance of the church.

Future Events
After our Carol Service at Chancelade it is our custom to offer the congregation mince pies and mulled wine.   Making 
mince pies is good fun.   If you fancy an afternoon baking your recipe for mince pies, why not bring along a plate of 
them.   There are all sorts of variations. Some people put chilli in the mincemeat, some use marzipan for the tops, or stars.   
Different pastries are interesting too.   If this request catches your eye please ring Veronica Dare-Bryan on 05 53 04 92 00 
and let her know how many you will bring.   We shall all look forward to eating them.

There will be a Ecumenical Service on Thursday January 19 to celebrate Christian Unity week in the Protestant Temple in 
rue Antoine Gadaud, Perigueux at 18.30.   The Rev Tony Lomas will be  attending and it would be nice if some of our local 
congregation might attend also.

From all at Chancelade and Negrondes we wish you a happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.
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Lot et Garonne: 
Allez 
Dondas
Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Helen Raphael              05 53 47 78  93

West of Villeneuve-sur-Lot.  

just off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  (on D245 north-east of Agen)  EnvalsSt Médard

Forthcoming Services
Sunday  4th December  11:00 Holy Communion  Doudrac Rev Louise Courtney
Tuesday 6th December  11:00 Holy Communion  Allez  Rev Tony Lomas
Sunday 11th December  11:00 Christmas Carol Service  Doudrac Rev Liz Morris
Wednesday 14th December 18:30 Christmas Carol Service  Dondas  Rev Liz Morris
Friday 16th December  18:30 Christmas Carol Service  St Médard Roger Verrall
Sunday 18th December  10:30 Holy Communion  Dondas  Rev Tony Lomas
Tuesday 20th December  18:30 Christmas Carol Service  Allez  Rev Tony Lomas
Saturday 24th December 18:00 Christmas Eve Holy Communion   Doudrac Rev Tony Lomas
Thursday 19 January     20:30  Christian Unity service – Eysses church, Lot et Garonne

DOUDRAC

On Sunday, 6th November Rev Liz Morris led our service of Holy Communion. Unfortunately we were 
unable to use the Salles des Fetes after the service for our usual coffee and catching-up time with each 
other.  However, as we have more services in December there will be plenty of time for more fellowship, 
the next being on Sunday 4th December at 11am.  This service will be led by Rev Louise Courtney. We 
shall be collecting wrapped toys at this service for Restos du Coeur.

ENVALS
Rev Liz Morris led our service of Holy Communion at Envals  on Tuesday, 15th November.
The service was followed by lunch. Twenty four of us sat together and enjoyed a delicious 
curry followed by a good variety of desserts, with the men serving coffee to the ladies as is 
the ‘House’ tradition.  The next service at Envals is on Tuesday, 14th February, 2017.

DONDAS
On Sunday, 20 November at 10.30am Rev Liz Morris came to lead our service of Morning Worship.  As we were a select 
little group, and as Liz was suffering from a cold which affected her voice, instead of a sermon we had a discussion, based on 
the fact that we were celebrating the Feast of Christ the King, looking at the various titles given to Jesus (eg King, Saviour, 
Shepherd, Friend) and on the differing ways we as Brits looked on the role of our monarch compared with, say, here in 
republican France where nobody now alive has any experience of living in a monarchy or in countries such as Japan or 
Thailand where the monarch is also looked on as a god.

Our bi-lingual Carol Service will this year be on Wednesday, 14th December at 6.30pm, led by Rev Liz Morris and 
accompanied by Chant’Allez.  We are hoping that we shall again be joined by our Parish Priest, Father John Hennessy.  As 
usual there will be mulled wine and mince pies afterwards in the Salle des Fêtes.

The year will end with our final Eucharist on Sunday, 18th December at 10.30am when the Chaplain will be coming to 
celebrate for the first time and also to experience how cold an unheated church, even one as small as Dondas, really can get 
at this time of year!   We hope that the warmth of our welcome will make up for the lack of heating.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - Service at Eysses church on 19th January.
The church at Eysses is the Eglise Saint Sernin, Rue Victor Michaud, 47300 Villeneuve sur Lot.   It is not far from the N21 
on the north east side of the town, just down the road from the prison and the éspace archaeologique d’Eysses, opposite 
the fire station.  Plenty of parking.

Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Ian Strachan  05 53 58 12 58
 Christine Scott  05 53 29 39 40
ML Ian Strachan  05 53 58 12 58
PC Jeff Bottger  05 53 31 84 08

Forthcoming Services
Saturday 26 November  17.00 Advent Taize     Revd Gill Strachan & Belinda Patterson.
Sunday 27 November  10.30     Advent Sunday Holy Communion   Revd Gillian Strachan.
Sunday 4 December   10.30   Prayer and Praise     Anne Penfold
Sunday 11 December  17.00  Carol Service     Revd Gill Strachan & Revd Charlotte Sullivan
Thursday 15 December  10.30   BCP Holy Communion    Revd Gill Strachan
Sunday 18 December   10.30   Christmas Praise     Revd Charlotte Sullivan
Saturday 24 December   22.30   Midnight Holy Communion    Revd Gill Strachan
Sunday 25 December   10.30   Prayer & Praise with Holy Communion    Revd Louise Courtney
Sunday 1 January        10.30  Prayer and Praise     Revd Charlotte Sullivan & Chris Scott
Sunday 8 January       10.30   Holy Communion                   Revd Tony Lomas.
Sunday 15 January     10.30    Morning Worship                  David Albrecht
Thursday 19 January   10.30   BCP Holy Communion     Revd Gillian Strachan
Sunday 22 January      10.30    Holy Communion             Revd Gillian Strachan 
Sunday 29 January      10.30    Holy Communion  BCP    Revd Gillian Strachan

Outreach Together

When the congregation left St Catherine’s 
Church after the Taize Evensong in 

September, few realised how many were moved 
by the service, none more so than a number of 
French families from Audrix. The request to bring 
the Taize service and choir to Eglise St.Pierre was 
born, with Abbé  Graziani in full support.

So on the 23 October, the beautiful Eglise St 
Pierre at Audrix was near full to capacity, the 
singing and prayers were, we hope, faithful to all 

the  Taize traditions, and families left feeling truly uplifted by the Spirit of our Lord in this 
place that night. 

The next Taize service is planned for the Eve of Advent, Saturday 26 November at 17h at 
St.Catherine’s Church and all are most welcome. The car shuttle service will be operating. 

Remembrance Sunday
Candlelight, flute and keyboard helped create a very special atmosphere throughout 
this year’s  Service of Remembrance. The reading of the Roll of Honour, the Dedication 
of the Wreath, the two minutes’ silence, and the ‘Last Post’ (played wonderfully on 
the oboe by Olivia Simms) gave all time to reflect. Then the rendering of the two 
anthems, ‘For the Fallen’  (Laurence Binyon’s words put to music by Peter Irving) 
and ‘Agnus Dei’ (Karl Jenkins) sang out the world’s cry for our Merciful God to help 
all to remember and to forgive. Most grateful thanks to Fred Jacques ( ‘They shall not 
grow old’ and The Kohima Epitaph) and to Belinda Patterson (Chef de Chorale) for 
her inspiring and tireless work with the choir.  

Future Events
Advent Course
This year’s Advent Bible Study is entitled ‘God with Us’ and will be over a four week period in the cottage,  starting on Friday 
18 November, the remaining course dates being 2nd, 9th and 16th December. Each meeting will be followed by a Bring and 
Share lunch. Please let Revd Gill Strachan  or Revd Deacon Charlotte Sullivan know if you can join us and  stay to lunch.
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Carol Singing Choir rehearsal and list of dates
Our informal “Carol singing choir” will meet again this year, to sing carols and share the joy of the Christmas spirit with 
residents of local retirement homes. The following dates have been confirmed:

REHEARSAL: Thursday November 24th, 16:30 (after choir practice), at Ste Catherine's church

Tuesday December 6th, 15:00, BELVES
Wednesday December 9th 15.00 ST CYPRIEN/CASTELS
Wednesday December 14th, 14:30, VILLEFRANCHE
Thursday December 15th, 14:30, LE BUGUE
Friday December 16th, 15:00, ST ALVERE
We will be using a repertoire similar to previous years, and our musicians are returning 
this year: Belinda playing piano, Harry playing the flute, and Geoff playing the guitar. 
Other musicians would also be welcome. 

All are welcome to participate (even if you miss the rehearsal), so please do invite your 
friends: English, French, all nationalities, adults, children. Singing will be in unison, so all can join in. Please encourage 
anyone you know who might be interested. We will look forward to seeing you at the rehearsal or any of the events! For 
more information, please contact Amy on: midnightshadow13@gmail.com, 06 0704 07 77.

Alpha Course 2017
This is a well-known  discussion-study course over a 12 week period and can be a sound Introduction to the Christian 
Faith or a Refresher Study programme for those who may have completed a similar course. The first session will be 6.00pm 
Tuesday evening 10 January starting with a welcome supper Chez Charlotte Sullivan ( venue to be confirmed ).

All are welcome, family and friends, believers and others. If you would like to know about about the course, please contact 
the Revd Deacon Charlotte Sullivan at charlottesullivan66@gmail.com or 05.53.61.81.61.

Events
•	 ACIP	Vide	Grenier……….10H	Sunday	27	November.	Sandy	Berkley	&	Jeff	Bottger.
•	 Messy	Church,	Limeuil		15h00	–	17h00	Saturday	10	December.	Revd	Charlotte	Sullivan.

Bordeaux   
(33) Chapelle de l’Assomption,   
370 bd Président Wilson,   (opposite 
the British Consulate).

CW    Peter Luson         05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10 69 17  
      Nellie Salvi               05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
      Pamela Prior            05 56 59 67 34/06 75 80 03 86
ML    Lindsay Megraud   05 56 96 44 17
PC     Rhian Foreau     05 56 36 99 63

Forthcoming Services
Saturday Nov. 26th   17.30  Advent Choral Evensong*  Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday Nov. 27th     10.30   Family Communion     Revd David Kirby
Sunday Dec. 4th     10.30   Family Communion     Revd David Kirby
            followed by a Bring & Share Lunch
Sunday Dec. 11th     14.00  Carol Service for the Madagascan Anglican 
Community                      Stephen Razafindratsima
        17.00   Christmas Carol Service**  Revd David Kirby & the Choir
        No service in the morning
Sunday Dec. 18th     10.30   Family Communion     Revd David Kirby
Sunday Dec. 25th     10.30   Christmas Day Family Communion  Revd David Kirby
Sunday Jan. 1st     11.00   New Year's Day Family Communion  Revd David Kirby followed by a B & S Lunch   
         Please note the later time!

Sunday Jan. 8th     10.30   All Age Worship led by the Revd Deacon Charlotte Sullivan
         The Bordeaux Church Madagascans will be gathering together with  the Madagascans in    
         Toulouse for a morning Holy Communion. 
Sunday Jan. 15th     10.30   Family Communion     Revd David Kirby
Sunday Jan. 22nd      10.30        Family Communion  Revd David Kirby
Sunday Jan. 29th      10.30        Family Communion  Revd David Kirby

"Caring is the ultimate measure of a congregation’s size."  Carl S. Dudley

Carol Service on Dec. 11th

* ADVENT Choral Evensong. Join us on Saturday evening, Nov. 26th for a special service with the 
Chaplain and the Choir to begin the Advent season. We hope to see you there along with our Sisters from 
the Assomption and other ecumenical friends.

** CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE: Sunday, December 11th at 5 p.m. One of the 
highlights of our Church year is the beautiful Carols and Readings Service mid-December. 
Richard Hunt and a grand choir have been preparing for weeks! The children are up to 
something special based on Jesus' birthday, with participation of the Kids' Choir (solos, 
hymns and dancing!). Don't forget to arrive early as "the house" fills up to the rafters quickly! 
Mulled wine and nibbles afterwards to share in the warmth of Christian fellowship. Please 
treat a friend with an invitation of something that is too good to miss!
If your child would like to participate, please contact Anne Sharp (05 57 88 46 24) for more 
information.

Christmas Day Holy Communion Service: Sunday, December 25th at 10.30 a.m. "Joy to the World"! Come celebrate 
the birth of the Christ-child and please pass the word to your English-speaking friends.

Sunday School Dates: Nov. 27, Dec. 4, 18, Jan. 1, 15, 22, 29
Sunday School and Youth Group For more information, feel free to contact Anne Sharp (05 57 88 46 24), or Kit Seguin (05 
57 64 82 41 or kmms2801@gmail.com)

In addition to checking out the Chaplaincy website www.churchinaquitaine.org
for updated and new articles on our church life,

please surf to the Bordeaux Church website: www.anglicanbordeaux.org
Visit and “like” our facebook pages: EnglishAnglicanChurchBordeaux 

Wine and Words – Bordeaux
Join our Anglican Church Choir – Bordeaux facebook group 

twitter: @anglicanbdx

NEEDED: Helpers to lead and assist in the Youth Discussion Group sessions. We have 
been blessed with an answer to prayer. Youth leaders have been found but they would appreciate some 
extra help! Please contact Kit Seguin to offer your services (phone number and e-mail above). 

Activities & Opportunities
The annual Bordeaux Church Christmas Bazaar will be taking place on Saturday, 
December 3rd from 2.30 to 5.30 p.m. at the Assomption. COME ONE, COME ALL, 
to our church's biggest fundraiser where you will find jams & chutneys, cakes and scones, 
handicrafts, English books, videos & CDs in good condition and interesting white elephant 
treasures. Plus a raffle! Pamela Prior would be thrilled if anyone would like to help out at 
a stand (to give a break to others). Many hands lighten the load and it's lots of fun besides. 
Don't forget to bring your family and friends!

Pray for today's world. May the light of faith which illuminates our hearts and shines in our 
words and our deeds brighten the paths of others. For when the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in 
darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the heart. [Collect for Christmas Eve]

Bible Study Group.  A hearty welcome to those who are interested in meeting in Bordeaux on Friday evenings - except 
when Wine & Words is scheduled. If you would like to join this group or start one in your area, please contact Christine 
Rychlewski: alienor1153@yahoo.com or 06 81 85 72 97

Picnic Play Reading Group. The Picnic Play-Reading Group meets once a month to read a play - no need to be a pro! 
Please look below for a rendition of the last get-together.We are always happy to welcome more members to this worthwhile 
fellowship activity which follows a bring and share picnic. The next gathering will be on Sunday, December 18th followed 
by Sunday, January 15th. For more information and confirmation of the dates, please contact Pamela (pamela.i.prior@gmail.
com, 06 75 80 03 86).  

Wine and Words Group. Wine and Words is a monthly discussion group that will meet on Friday evening, December 9th 
for Christmas baking and decoration in the Bordeaux town centre. Moving on to January, there will be a Movie Night chez 
Christine on January 13th. Contact Christine Rychlewski: alienor1153@yahoo.com or 06 81 85 72 97 for more information 
and to join our mailing list (we also have a Facebook group: Wine and Words Bordeaux).

The Kids' Choir meets immediately after every service for a 15 minute practice. Please encourage your children to join 
in on the fun! They'll be singing at various services including the Carol Service.
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The Adult Choir has choir practices on Saturday afternoons from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. All voices (S-A-T-B) 
are welcome so why not come along and see what it's all about? A good time is ensured. We'll look for many newcomers in 
the New Year – make it your resolution! To be put on the choir mailing list, please contact Richard at a Sunday service or 
write to info@anglicanbordeaux.org.

The Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand, a Bordeaux Church charity outreach, helps the less privileged all year 
long and is in great need of: clothes in good condition, non-perishable food and financial donations. During 
the holiday season (which lasts 2 months in France!), they would be especially grateful for chocolates of any 
sort to add to the holiday food boxes. All donations can be brought  to church on Sunday mornings. Thank 
you! Freda Perris (05 56 36 07 27) can provide further information.

Ecumenical Corner
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: January 18th-25th

Sunday, January 22, 2017 You'll remember last year the visit of Roman Catholic Sunday School from 
Gradignan, to initiate the children to ecumenism. It is now our turn to go and visit them. The children 
have been invited to go in the Roman Catholic Church in the centre of Gradignan on January 22nd 
to participate in their service. We have asked if the Kids' Choir could sing a hymn. For more details 
concerning time, etc., please contact Stephen Razafindratsima (06 32 58 44 94 or stephenwardenbx@gmail.
com).

For other events going on during the Week of Prayer, watch this space in the January update or keep an 
eye on the Notices Sheet at church each Sunday. There's bound to be lots going on.

News from last month
Looking toward the future. 

The All Saints' Family Communion led by the Chaplain included 
a surprise from the Sunday School and a testimony from Ashley 
followed by gift giving and a blessing.

Refreshments were followed by a very well 
attended congregational meeting (including new 
people who were happy to join in and even little 
Tife – see photo). Tony Lomas led us through a reflection on "Who are we?" and 
"What are we like?" … and no answer was wrong! Answers were written down on 
'Post-its' and then discussed during the meeting and analyzed afterwards. These were 
first steps to asking further questions "What is God calling us to do" and "What do 
we feel that God is calling us to be"? Watch this space for the follow-up …!

We Love Our Youth! Recently Kit Seguin, our long standing Bordeaux Church Youth Group Leader, undertook the 
first training session for new volunteers who have come forward to expand our Youth Group 
leadership team.  Kit explained some of the existing material which is used and encouraged 
everyone to come forward with their ideas. Welcome Adebode Macauley, Heather Gardiner, 
Johnson Low, Stephanie Rosenbaum, Melanie Beverley-Hughes, Dan Hall, Heather Cléda, Hannah 
Frost and Nellie Salvi. Parents, please encourage your young people to join the Youth Discussion 
Group. Interesting conversations and times ahead!

Madagascan Holy Communion Service on Nov. 20th. Stop press! At the English/
Madagascan service in Bordeaux led by Revd David Kirby and Stephen Razafindratsima, David talked about his visit with 
Margaret to Jerusalem, especially the Church of the Holy Sepulchre where tradition says that Jesus was crucified and 
subsequently buried. Christ the King was celebrated.

Picnic Play Reading Group: Finishing off Pygmalion! On November 20th, after a wonderful combined Bring & Share 
lunch with our Madagascan brothers and sisters, four of us read the last Act of  Pygmalion. Heather Cléda continued as 
Eliza Doolittle, Adebode made a splendid Professor Higgins but Billie Caldicott stole the show as Alfred Doolittle who 
blames Henry Higgins for his new status as a millionaire, a truly brilliant interpretation that had us all in fits of laughter. 

 
Monteton 

     

 WE Paddy Atkinson 05 53 94 76 37
 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93

(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

Forthcoming  Services
Sunday 4th December           No service
Sunday 11th December        17.00             Service of Lessons and Carols          Revd Liz Morris
Sunday 18th December        10.30             Christmas Prayer and Praise            David Tervet
Sunday 25th December        10.30             Christmas Day Holy Communion     Revd Liz Morris 
Sunday 1st January              No service
Sunday 8th January              No service  
Sunday 15th January            10.30              Prayer and Praise                                 TBA    
Sunday 22nd January           10.30              Holy Communion                                 TBA
Sunday 29th January             10.30             Morning Prayer                                    Roger Verrall 

The British Legion Service of Remembrance on Sunday 13th November was led by Roger Verrall and as ever was a most 
moving occasion, especially this year when we commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme. The 

pronouncing of the Kohima Epitaph and the laying of the wreaths were moments of great reflection, as were Roger’s words 
where he urged us to remember the sacrifice of all of those involved in war, the auxillary services, the police, firemen, 
ambulance workers, as well as those active in battle.

Future Events
Do come and join us at Monteton to celebrate the Birth of Our Lord, with a feast of services! Firstly on Sunday 11th 
December at 5.00 pm for our traditional Service of Lessons and Carols, led by Revd Liz Morris, our Reader Roger Verrall 
and the Monteton Choir. Mulled wine and mince pies will be served after the service. Then on Sunday 18th December at 
10.30, there will be the Prayer and Praise Christmas Service led by David Tervet and on Christmas Day, Sunday 25th 
December at 10.30, a Service of Holy Communion with Revd Liz Morris as celebrant.

Please note that the first service to be held at Monteton in 2017, will be Prayer and Praise on Sunday 15th January at 10.30.

A Christmas Coffee Morning, with seasonal fare added to the usual delicious cakes,  will be held at the home 
of the Ecketts, Norma and Leslie, Le Bousquet, Auriac sur Dropt on Saturday 10th December from 10.00 am – 
12.00 noon. As usual, please let Norma know if you plan to attend, on 05 53 93 53.

Looking ahead, the Monteton Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday 26th February after the service of 
Holy Communion. Monteton does not at present have a designated Warden so the Committee are always keen to have 
new members to join with the team, to help with the efficient running of the services and other events. It is not an arduous 
undertaking and you would enjoy much good fellowship! Please contact any of the Committee members if you would like 
more information.

Let’s get celebrating! The Monteton Congregation will mark its 40th Anniversary in 
2017! After Bordeaux, Monteton was the next church base to be established in the Chaplaincy 
of Aquitaine, thanks to all the efforts of Paddy Atkinson, her husband, Barry and all their 
negotiations with the local French Roman Catholic Bishop. Paddy is still very much with us as 
our Warden Emerita and Committee member and plans are afoot for a summer of festivities, 

so please let us know if you have any particular ideas on how this important anniversary should be celebrated.

We shall miss Billie whose short stay in Bordeaux and wonderful smile was a blessing to the Bordeaux Church. We wish her 
well on her return home.

Play-reading in December will take place after the Service on Sunday, December 18th when it is planned to start reading 
Saint Joan, possibly with an all female cast although David Kirby has expressed an interest in joining us. For January, note 
the date: Sunday, January 15th when we hope to continue with Saint Joan.

WISHING YOU ALL A BLESSED CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!



 Spreading the Word                                                                                                               Dec 2016/Jan 2017    |    24

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Revd. Anthony Lomas  0044 7793 564877     
8 Chemin de Garonna, 24240 Sigoules.        revtonylomas@gmail.com

Priests-in-Charge: 
Revd. Gillian Strachan           for the Limeuil and Ste Nathalene sectors
05 53 58 12 58   La Gravette, 24150 Bayac  gillstrachan@wanadoo.fr
Revd. Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51  Maison Neuve, Plaisance, 24560 Issigeac    cookingcurate@gmail.com
Revd. Dr. David Kirby    responsible for the Bordeaux sector
05 56 40 05 12  1 Lotissement de la Caussade, 33270 Floirac     anglican.bordeaux@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Revd. Bramwell Bearcroft  06 72 31 72 87 / 06 41 91 81 85      7, Place de la Halle, Villereal 47210          
        bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Revd. David Jones  05 53 94 71 81  Le Bourg, 47120 Loubès-Bernac    davidjjones47@yahoo.com
Revd. Ann & Revd. Michael Wooderson   05 53 06 39 76        15 rue des Ecoles, 24750 Trélissac        
Annwooderson@gmail.com   
Revd. Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90   La Petite Maison, Le Bourg Fontaines, 24320 Champagne et Fontaines   
brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’ds Angela and David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71   06 88 03 97 59

Sous le Figuier, Hameau de Manieu, 32100 Condom    rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Revd. Canon Tim Thompson  UK: 01526 320 171   FR: 05 53 91 47 21    

       timwthompson@btinternet.com
Revd. Stephen Traves  fr.s.traves2@gmail.com
Revd. John Morgan  05 53 54 18 90  marvol24@orange.fr
Revd Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com

Revd Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44      ven.csims@gmail.com
Revd Louise Courtney    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan  05 53 61 81 61   kevet2adsl@aol.com  
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht 05 53 36 55 97  albtd@orange,fr
Janis Adams   05 53 91 32 89  janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Madeleine Holmes  05 53 04 85 44   madeleine@peladis.plus.com
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com
Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:   Asst. Chaplain Rev. Paul Knight
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    www.churchinmidipa.org
Chaplaincy of Aquitaine:     aquitainechaplain@gmail.com
Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org             Chap-Aid Website:    www.chap-aid.com

Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later than the 20th of the month.  
Please send to:

Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   e-mail:  bobgills24@aol.com

If you wish to subscribe to Spreading the Word, you may do it in two ways:
Either: send your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros made payable to: 
‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to the above address,
OR: send me your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the 
Chaplaincy would be most welcome.


