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‘...As I have have loved you, you must love another.’  John 13:34
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Clerical Corner
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SUNDAY 06 AUGUST
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 The Gathering Meeting, Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
10:30 Morning Worship – Monteton
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise  – Sainte Nathalène
18:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée

Wednesday 09 August
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 13 AUGUST
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion  – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Morning Prayer – Monteton
10:30 Family Service - Négrondes
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom Chapelle

Wednesday 16 August 
11:30 Holy Communion – Envals

Thursday 17 August
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil

SUNDAY 20 AUGUST
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion – Dondas
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Songs of Praise  – Limeuil
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion  – Sainte Nathalène

SUNDAY 27 AUGUST
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise and Baptism – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
11:00 Prayer & Praise  – Sainte Nathalène

Thursday 31 August
11:00 Harvest Holy Communion – Condom Chapelle

SUNDAY 03 SEPTEMBER
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux

10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
10:30 Morning Worship – Monteton
11:00 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, La Sauvetat 
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion  – Sainte Nathalène
15:00 French-Madagascan Communion - Bordeaux
18:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée

Thursday 7 September
17:00 Different and Dynamic Worship - Limeuil

SUNDAY 10 SEPTEMBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 All Age Worship  – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Morning Prayer - Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes
10:30 Harvest Holy Communion – Saint Médard, L&G

Wednesday 13 September
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 17 SEPTEMBER
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Morning Worship – Dondas
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Morning Worship  – Limeuil
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène

Thursday 21 September
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil

SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Commmunion – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Harvest Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Harvest Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes

Tuesday 26 September
18:30 Ecumenical service for Creationtide – Villeneuve sur Lot, 
St Etienne church

Thursday 28 September
11:00 Worship Service for Creationtide – Condom

Saturday 30 September
10:00 – 15:00 6th annual WorshipFest – Berbiguières, Dordogne

The practice of daily personal 
prayer is essential for spiritual 
health

May I share an experience with 
you in relation to the above 

statement? One of the issues is what 
might be described as `dryness`, 
that is following a familiar pattern of 
prayer to the point where it becomes 
no more than repetition without 
reality.

The context: I confess to having 
difficulty with Lent in that simply 
giving something up for the sake of 
it seems to me to be a `negative`. 
Thus I decided to try something 
`positive`, and on reflection accepted 
that my personal prayer life had 
become rather like that described 
above. Why not try a new way of 
praying and through it be spiritually 
revitalised? Thus I came across 
Ignatian Spirituality as a way to look 
for God`s presence in my life in ways 
that I had not realised before.

The Content: More than four 
hundred years ago St. Ignatius Loyola 
proposed what  has been called the 
Daily Examen. It`s a technique of 
prayerful reflection on the events 
of the day in order to detect God`s 
presence and to discern his direction 
for us.

There are five stages to be followed 
thus:

1. Become aware of God`s presence. 
Look back on the events of the day in 
the company of the Holy Spirit. The 

day may seem confusing to you – a 
blur, a jumble, a muddle. Ask God to 
bring clarity and understanding

2. Review the day with gratitude. 
Gratitude is the foundation of our 
relationship with God. Walk through 
your day in the presence of God and 
note it`s joys and delights. Focus on 
the day`s gifts. Look at the work you 
did. The people you interacted with. 
What did you receive from these 
people? What did you give them? 
Pay attention to small things – the 
food you ate, the sights you saw and 
other seemingly small pleasures. 
God is is in the details.

3. Pay attention to your emotions. 
We may detect God`s presence in the 
movement of our emotions. Reflect 
on the feelings you experienced 
during the day. Boredom? Elation? 
Resentment? Compassion? Anger? 
Confidence? What is God saying 
through these feelings?

God will most likely show you some 
ways that you fell short. Make a 
note of these sins and faults, but 
look deeply for other implications. 
Does a feeling of frustration for 
example mean that God wants you 
to consider a new direction in your 
work? Are you concerned about a 
friend? Perhaps you should reach 
out to he/she in some way.

4. Choose one feature from the day 
and pray from it. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to direct you to something during the 
day that God thinks is particularly 
important. It may involve a feeling 
– positive or negative. It may be a 
significant encounter with another 
person or a vivid moment of pleasure 
or peace. Or it may be something 
that seems rather insignificant. Look 
at it. Pray about it. Allow the prayer 
to rise spontaneously from your 
heart – whether intercession, praise, 
repentance, or gratitude.

5. Look toward tomorrow. Ask God 

to give you light for tomorrow`s 
challenges. Pay attention to the 
feelings that surface as you survey 
what`s coming up. Are you doubtful, 
cheerful, apprehensive, full of 
delighted anticipation? Allow these 
feelings to turn into prayer. Seek 
God`s guidance. Ask him for help 
and understanding. Pray for hope.

End the Examen with a conversation 
with Jesus. Ask forgiveness for your 
sins. Ask for his protection and 
help. Ask for his wisdom about the 
questions you have and the problems 
you face. Do all this in a spirit of 
gratitude. Your life is a gift adorned 
with gifts from God. End the Examen 
with the Lord`s Prayer.

Conclusion: I found that the best 
time to engage in this discipline is 
in the early evening and it takes me 
about 20- 30 minutes. Has it made 
a difference? Without question. It`s 
also made me note events, emotions 
and experiences during the day when 
I say `I must remember that for the 
Examen this evening.` What began 
as a `trial` during Lent has now 
become embedded in my personal 
prayer life and I am enormously 
enriched by it. I commend it to all 
who seek the same.

               With blessings,

                                        Brian.

The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the 
Services page of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

 
Long warm days...
The pace of life slows...
A time for picnics and rest 
in the shade...
Lord,
help me to rest awhile
in the cooling shade of your 
presence.
Slow down my restless heart
and fill me with gentle 
compassion for all your 
people.
Amen.
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CHAPLAINCY SYNOD REPORT 2017
It was a depleted Aquitaine contingent for Synod this year as the dates coincided with 
the Readers Conference in Cologne, so Tony, David Albrecht and myself travelled to the 
beautiful Abbaye in Saint Jacut de la Mer.  This was the Chaplain’s first Synod, but we felt 
that he would not only be impressed by the beautiful surroundings and facilities of the 
Abbaye, but with the fellowship of all the Synod members. After meeting up with old 
friends from past years we settled into our rooms, before receiving the Eucharist given by 
the new Archdeacon Father Meurig, who was also attending his first Synod having taken 
over from Ian Naylor. After dinner and introductions of the new Synod representatives 
around France it was time to call it a night! 
The theme of this year’s Synod was “Walking the Faith” and Dr Meg Warner, a lecturer from 
Kings College London was leading the Bible Study. Dr Warner is a Hebrew Bible specialist 
with a background in law and an interest in the Torah (the law of God as revealed to 
Moses and recorded in the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures (the Pentateuch). The 
first of the Bible Studies focused on the traditions centred upon the Exodus and Conquest 

motifs and used the Statement of the Ten Commandments and the rationale of keeping the Sabbath, as a spring board for 
considering two prominent traditions associated with responses to the experience of exile and return. Parallels were given 
between these experiences and contemporary experiences in the wake of Brexit and the USA elections.
After coffee on Thursday morning the Archdeacon of France, the Venerable Father Meurig William was delighted that 
Bishop Robert could spend all of his time at this year’s Synod and members were both reassured and encouraged by the 
Bishop’s Presentation on future Diocesan Strategy, especially as to what happens after Brexit. The Power Point that was used 
for this presentation can be found on the new Archdeacons Website at www.anglicanfrance.fr.  The link to the Archdeacons 
website can also be found on our Chaplaincy Website.  
After lunch Dr Clare Amos gave a lecture on Discipleship.  Clare has just been appointed as the Diocese Lay Discipleship 
Officer and explored the importance of a “rule of life” in our prayer and witness. She reminded us all that discipline and 
discipleship comes from the Latin, one who accepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another. She stated that “a 
Christian disciple is a person who accepts and assists in spreading the good news of Jesus Christ and the process by which 
disciples grow in the Lord Jesus Christ, are equipped by the Holy Spirit who resides in our hearts to overcome the pressures 
and trials of this present life and become more Christ like.”   Bishop Robert led us in the Eucharist followed by Dinner and 
this was the end of another interesting and informative day. 
Friday morning Dr Meg Warner continued her theme with her Bible Studies on the Old 
Testament which was again very interesting and gave rise to a number of questions from the 
floor. Coffee was followed by a lecture from Professor Michel Mounir Bondurand Mouawad 
from the University Paris 3 Sorbonne Nouvelle.  Michel is an Islamic Scholar and addressed 
Synod members on the dynamics of being a Muslim in France today. His insights into the Islamic 
Faith from the beginning of Mohammed were especially interesting to us Anglicans in trying to 
understand what it means to be in a religious minority.  He began by explaining that the phrase 
“French Islam” is intrinsically different than “Islam in France.”  The first suggest an essential 
link between being French and being Muslim, whereas the second suggests there is something 
foreign about being a Muslim in France.  Michel emphasized that Islam is part of French Culture and society, and in France, 
Islam has taken on characteristics that make it distinctively French. I personally found this lecture very interesting and 
informative and very thought provoking and I recommend that you view the Power Point Presentation on the Archdeacons 
website at www.anglicanfrance.fr  
Afterwards all members of Synod made their way to the Local Church for the Eucharist given by Bishop Robert.  This 
Service also included the Licensing Service of The Reverend Gilles Willams from Cannes who was being licensed as Area 
Dean to work alongside our other Area Dean the Reverend Canon Debbie Flach from Lille.  Friday afternoon was taken up 
with meetings for both Clergy and Laity before the Archdeacon Meurig came to close Synod for another year.  “This was a 
good time for mutual support, encouragement and focusing on priorities” said the Archdeacon. Several people remarked 
on the lightness of touch which characterised Synod this year.  
It was with sadness and appreciation that we said goodbye to Sarah Harding who has been on the Standing Committee 
for too many years to mention.  Sarah worked every year on the logistics of making sure that every Archdeaconry Synod 
Member who arrived at the Abbaye was well cared for during their three day stay arranging all their administration and 
transport and many other queries. Everyone at Archdeaconry Synod wished Sarah well with her new life in America with 
her family and the imminent arrival of a new grandchild. 
Saturday morning after Eucharist and Breakfast it was time to bid farewell and start the journey home in the rain! As always 
I will look forward to Synod next year.         Sally Davies

Safeguarding in the 
Chaplaincy of Aquitaine

We do not need to be theologians 
to understand why safeguarding 
is integral to the Church’s mission 
and our lives as members of the 
Body of Christ. We all have a duty of 
care to anyone who comes into our 
church buildings to worship with us. 
Children obviously need our care; 
young people probably believe they 
can look after themselves but .. ; any 
adult can be vulnerable at any time 
in their life – perhaps for a short 
time, perhaps permanently. 

It is therefore important that those 
with a role in the Chaplaincy of 
Aquitaine – from our Welcome 
Teams through to our Chaplain - 
know what Safeguarding involves. 
Our Clergy and Readers are checked 
centrally but the Safeguarding 
Officer, that’s me, needs everyone 
else to fill in forms to verify you 
are who you say you are, what your 
role is and that you have no police 
record in France; for some roles that 
may be needed from other countries 
in which people have lived. These 
must checked by each church’s Local 
Safeguarding Officer / Local Warden, 
then be sent to me where they are 
stored securely. 

The Role-based Attendance Table, 
which should be available in all 
churches, is not an exhaustive list, 
but intended to give an indication of 
role types that should complete the 
appropriate levels of Safeguarding 
Training. The essential criteria 
is, “does your church role require 
you to have contact with children 
or vulnerable people, or do you 
manage/supervise someone in this 
position?” In all cases completion of 
the identified Training is mandatory.  
Some people feel that it is unlikely 
that a Welcomer would ever be 
involved in a Safeguarding incident. 
However it may be that the excellent 
welcome someone’s received may 
make you their best friend and they 
confide in you – perhaps about 
events in their lives or worrying 

information about someone else. A 
Welcomer has contact with many 
people in their church. 

Everyone on that list must complete 
the on-line Level 1 Training for 
both Child Protection and Adult 
Protection. Details of how to access 
this are on the Chaplaincy web 
page under Safeguarding or can be 
accessed directly from the Diocese 
of Europe web site. In addition to 
this list Level 1 Training is available 
to anyone in the church that wishes 
to access it, including members of 
the congregation. 

Level 2 training is overseen by our 
Archdeacon, Meurig Williams, who 
invites those on the Role-based 
Attendance Table to training. This 
is a half-day training for some and 
a whole day for others. So far Level 
2 training sessions have been held 
in Nice, Cannes and Bergerac with 
two in Paris and neighbouring 
Chaplaincies soon plus others in our 
own Chaplaincy will be arranged. 
If your church would like to host 
one please let me know! I am also a 
Safeguarding Trainer so have Level 
4 certification and particularly want 
to be involved in the training in our 
own Chaplaincy.

Bishop Robert sent a letter in July, 
2017 emphasising the importance 
of Safeguarding. He particularly 
requests that all churches take 
simple preventative action and put 
up notices advising that: 

“Children and young people must 
always be accompanied.  

Please also note that those 
representing the Chaplaincy of 

Aquitaine in any role (inc. ministers, 
wardens, Sunday school leaders, 
youth workers, choir leaders and 
others) should not be alone with 
children or young people.  This also 
should also apply to adults who 
might be in a vulnerable condition.

Please refer to the Chaplaincy 
Safeguarding Policy for further 
information”

The Archbishop of Canterbury is a 
strong supporter of Safeguarding 
as recent press reports have shown, 
so this is not just something that 
our Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is 
promoting, or the Diocese of Europe 
- though it is in the forefront - but 
it is throughout the Church of 
England. If you are a ‘swallow’ and 
your church in England isn’t asking 
for these checks yet, or have friends 
who aren’t being checked be positive 
and grateful that our Chaplaincy is 
working towards as safe a church as 
possible.

Support your Local Safeguarding 
Officers when you’re asked to 
complete your check and Level 1 on-
line training. Remember that this 
whole process isn’t just to check up 
on you, it’s so that you can be alert 
to problems that might arise, know 
what to do if they occur and keep 
yourself safe.

If you want to discuss this further 
please contact me – janadams2807@
gmail.com.

Janis Adams
Chaplaincy Safeguarding Officer

Safeguarding Trainer
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August Cooking 
       with Frances Pengelly

The  rain patters down endlessly 
this last day of June and the dog 

and I are both cold and wet after our 
walk.   The supper is slow cooking in 
the oven, a winter casserole, needed 
to keep our bones warm this summer 
day.   The only thing to benefit is 
the garden and that’s wonderful, 
the chickens have stopped laying in 
disgust.

I happened to be leafing through 
a cookery book the other day for 
an unusual cake recipe and I came 
across a lime and coconut cake.   I 
tried it and it turned out to be 
absolutely delicious.   I can safely say 
that I have hardly ever used a lime in 
all my cooking life.   Of course, for 
a cookery writer, this is a disgrace.   
Somehow cold green balls of fruit 
just turn me off, there is no ‘come on’ 
from limes for me, just a shudder.   
So today, in the form of an apology 
to this fruit, I want to write a little 
about it.   

The lime fruit comes from citrus 
acida, not the same tree we use for 
tisane in the spring.  It is a member of 
the Rutuaceae family and related to 
all the firm favourites we use, blood 
oranges, Seville oranges, lemons, 
gratefruit, pomello, mandarin and 
many more.  Originating in the 
Indonesian archipeligo the fruit and 
plants were taken by Arab traders to 
India and the Eastern Mediterranean 
countries.   It was the Crusaders 
in the 12th and 13th centuries that 
carried the lime and other citrus to 
the Western Mediterranean.   From 
there it is believed that Christopher 
Columbus, on his second voyage in 

1493 took the lime and introduced it 
to the West Indies, thence it landed 
in Mexico and Florida, where it 
flourished.  The tale of fruit, seeds 
and plants have all had the same 
journey from East to West.   Carried 
by traders of all nations, and religious 
zealots, these brave and probably 
avaricious people took a chance, and 
it paid off.

There are three species of lime.  
Kaffir limes are small, but they have 
the sweetest flesh, zest and juice.   
Mainly used in Asian cuisine.  Their 
sweet smelling leaves are also used in 
cooking.  You will probably only find 
them in specialist shops.  Persian 
limes are the biggest, very acidy 
and best used with other things, 
cocktails, fruit salads, their flavour 
stands out more when mixed. The  
Key lime has a floral taste but also 
spicy, it is small, and turns yellowish 
when ripe.

Because of the vitamin C content 
of the lime, it played a big part in 
reducing the cases of scurvy on long 
sea journeys.  It promotes appetite 
and helps digestive problems, eases 
vomiting, aids constipation, helps 
remove dandruff.  Prevents memory 
loss when getting older, strengthens 
body tissues, and is a heart tonic, 
helps gout, is used in endless ways 
to help skin problems.   A good all-
rounder one might say. 

South American Ceviche:  Put 
one kilo of white fish fillets cut into 
½ inch pieces in a dish;  Add one 
thinly sliced onion;  scatter over 3 
finely chopped garlic cloves;  ½ tsp 
cayenne pepper, 1 or 2 green or red 
chilli peppers sliced thinly, 2tbs fresh 
chopped parsley and also coriander, 
salt and pepper;  finally pour over 

juice of 3 lemons and 3 limes.  Put 
in the fridge for at least 4 hours or 
overnight.  Serve with salad.

Key Lime Pie:   Line a 23cm tart tin 
with a digestive biscuit base.   Beat 
5 egg yolks over simmering water 
until  very thick.   Gradually beat in 
125g caster sugar, and go on beating 
until pale and the mixture falls of the 
beater in threads.  Remove mixture 
from heat and add 2 teaspoons 
grated lime zest and l50ml lime juice.   
Whisk up 4 egg whites and a pinch of 
salt until thick and soft and then add 
60g sugar carefully beating all the 
time.   Fold one third of the mixture 
into the lime custard, then the rest.   
Pile into your crust and bake for 
15 minutes 180C.   Cool, then chill 
and freeze.   Take from the freezer 
10 minutes before it is required.   
Top with whipped cream and thin 
slices of lime and a few strawberries 
dipped in caster sugar.   Enjoy.

“I don’t know all Ten Commandments. 
The only ones I remember are ‘settle down’, 

‘act your age’ and ‘take that out of your 
mouth’.”

Praise the lord (prosecco 
and crisps if you do)

AN ITALIAN priest has come up 
with a novel way to lure parishioners 
to Mass – free prosecco and crisps.
There is a supermarket-style loyalty 
card to tempt Catholics to the pews 
and, as Italy roasts in temperatures 
of up to 100F (38C), the promise of 
air conditioning.
The initiative is the work of Fr 
Gianfranco Formenton, the parish 
priest at San Martino church in the 
village of Trignano, Umbria.
He announced on Facebook: 
“Attention! From Sunday July 2, 
Mass will  be celebrated at 11am, 
(we have) air conditioning, and for 
the holders of a ‘Mass Card’, there’s 
an aperitif –  prosecco for the 
grown-ups and Communion wafers 
and crisps for the  little ones.” He 
also reminded parishioners that the 
church was available for “meetings, 
conferences and birthday parties”.
Offering prosecco was particularly 
apt because Fr Formenton is from 
Veneto, the region which produces 
the popular sparkling wine, which in 
the UK has comfortably overtaken 
sales of champagne.
The idea of a loyalty card started as 
a bit of a joke, the 57-year-old said.
“It came about as a game which 
was thought up with the younger 
parishioners and mainly targeted 
towards them.
“Every Sunday, at the end of Mass, 
I put a stamp on the card, to certify 
their attendance.
“It helps remind us all that faith 
is a commitment. It doesn’t go on 
holiday.”
The priest said he was amazed when 
his initiative was picked up by several 
Italian newspapers.
In a post on his Facebook profile 
earlier this week, he wrote, in 
Venetian dialect: “All this fuss for a 
prosecco and a few crisps?”

Nick Squires in Rome 
Daily Telegraph 5th July

Ed - now there’s an idea!!

American tour group visits Bertric Burée.
If you could have bottled the wonderful noise of chat, exchanges of experiences 
and of friendship that was palpable during our coffee time following the service, it 
would have warmed your heart.

Retired minister, Rev’d Don Cornell esplains how his tour group  "La France 
Profonde” came to Dronne Valley Church at Bertric Burée:

While serving as Protestant pastor of a congregation in the Middle East, my 
wife JoAnn and I began organizing a series of tours to Turkey in 1986, titled the 
“Christian Church in Asia Minor.”  After returning to the United States these 
tours continued and now total 21, all of them led by our Turkish guide, Halit 
Uçan. Halit’s wife Brigitte was born and raised in Saint Privat des Pres where, 
in addition to a flat in Istanbul, they have a home that originally belonged to 
Brigitte’s grandparents. Through the years Halit and Brigitte have become close 
family friends. They have visited us in the U.S. and we have visited them in Saint 
Privat and Istanbul as well. This year Halit and Brigitte put together the 17 day 
tour to France we are on. When we had the tour plans completed I sent out 
an email to people who had been on one of the tours to Turkey. In addition to 
the Cornells, among those who joined us were 12 others who had been on one 
of the tours to Turkey. They in turn encouraged family members and friends, 
bringing our total group to 22 who come from the states of Washington, Arizona, 
Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas, and Texas. 

Sunday afternoon, Halit and Brigitte planned a wonderful luncheon in the 
garden of their home in Saint Privat des Pres, served by family members and 
friends.

On the tours to Turkey, Halit and I always made sure our schedule called for 
us to be in Izmir on a Sunday so we could worship at St. John the Evangelist 
Church, another Chaplaincy of the Diocese in Europe. The experience in Izmir 
is what caused me to “go looking” on the internet for Anglicans in France. And 
… there in God’s providence I found Dronne Valley Church, just a half hour 
away from our early afternoon goal on Sunday.

That is the story behind how we arrived, though a bit late, for church. We 
were overjoyed with the warmth of the welcome by your congregation. Your 
hospitality was a wonderful expression of the love of Christ we all share.

Continued blessings in your ministry.
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THE PASTORAL CYCLE

   EXPERIENCE

        
          RESPONSE        EXPLORATION

  REFLECTION

During the course of my training to become a Reader, I came across the Pastoral Cycle as a useful tool for evaluating 
events in Scripture.  It quickly became apparent that it is equally useful in the many details of life, because it brings a 

dialogue with the Spirit into being as a natural part of dealing with our everyday problems.

Let me give you an everyday example.  It’s something that is sadly all too common  – someone taking offence when no 
offence was intended.  We have all experienced it and all done it and in doing so have all fallen short of what Christ wishes 
us to be and have given him pain.  What happens is that someone Experiences (Top Ring) something that upsets them – it 
could be what we think someone may have said to us or failed to say – or it could be what we think someone may have 
done to us or failed to do.  All too often we go the wrong way round the pastoral cycle and go straight from Experience to 
Response (Left hand ring).  Often – because we feel upset or indignant - we make misjudgements and respond in an unkind 
way.  Now that would be bad enough if someone really had set out to offend us but that very rarely happens – and in any 
case two wrongs do not make a right.  By responding without thought, just on the basis of hurt pride, we risk responding 
more unkindly than to what or whoever had started this going.  That just makes matters worse, because you either start 
spreading unkind stories or go into a long period of sulk when you are not going to talk to that person ever again….!  I 
needn’t go on – we can all visualise it.  What we can do with complete confidence is to remind ourselves of Christ’s teaching 
on the Mount when he said that we must not judge others, for if we do so we shall be judged ourselves in the same manner.  
We shall be treated as we treat others.

Let’s picture the same situation but this time going the correct way around the Pastoral Cycle – and this isn’t a long-winded 
process.  It can be done while counting to ten in the traditional way when we are cross.

Our Experience suggests that someone has said or done something offensive and we experience both hurt and perhaps 
anger.  But we now move on to Exploration (Right Hand ring).  We might ask ourselves: did that person really say what I 
think they said?  What did the person really mean to say, rather than what we think they said?  Have they just expressed 
something badly without meaning it that way at all?  I know I have done that.  Have we taken into account that they may be 
under a lot of pressure for some reason?  Are they the sort of person that likes to offend people?  No?  

Perhaps now we are beginning to see that things are not so clear cut and that the last thing we should do is snap back.  It 
is at this point that we move on to Reflection (Bottom Ring).  We need to reflect on how our Exploration fits in with our 
Christian life, experience, and understanding.  It is at this point we just simply ask the Holy Spirit to guide us into what 
God wants us to do about it. Well, the question gives the answer doesn’t it?  God does not want us to perpetuate rudeness 
and bad feeling between his people.  

So our Response (Left Hand Ring) does not become a snap but perhaps we have found on reflection that it is better to say 
nothing.  Or perhaps we should, calmly and in a loving manner, just ask for clarification or a bit of an explanation.  Perhaps 
the person who started the action merely meant something as a joke and failed to see how rude or unkind it could appear 
to the other person.  That quiet request for an explanation will enable them to see how it was received and so readily make 
amends, offer an apology.  So, the problem becomes no problem – it is settled in a loving way between Christian friends with 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Much the better solution and how useful that little Pastoral Cycle tool has proved to be.  

There is a lovely verse in Psalm 119 which says ‘Great peace have they who love thy law, 
so nothing shall offend them.’  I am sure that such great peace of mind is something we all 
search for and such peace of mind comes from obeying Jesus’s two great commandments 
–that we shall love the Lord our God with all our heart and soul and mind and that 
we shall love our neighbour as ourselves.  From then on we do not ever need take that 
wrongful step of taking offence against our neighbour.

Patrick Sturges  

THE 
ORGANIST

The minister was 
preoccupied with 
thoughts of how 
he was going 
to, at the end 
of the worship 
service, ask the 
congregation to come up with more 
money than they were expecting 
for repairs to the church building. 
Therefore, he was annoyed to find 
that the regular organist was out and 
a substitute had been brought in at 
the last minute.

The substitute wanted to know what 
to play. "Here's a copy of the service," 
he said impatiently. "But you'll have 
to think of something to play after I 
make the announcement about the 
finances."

During the service, the minister 
paused and said, "Brothers and 
sisters, we are in great difficulty. The 
roof repairs cost twice as much as we 
expected, and we need $4,000 more. 
Any of you who can pledge $100 or 
more, please stand up."

At that moment, the substitute 
organist played "The Star-Spangled 
Banner."

And that is how the substitute 
became the regular. 

Welcome to Bordeaux!
In August Bordeaux welcomes 
Bishop Martin Seeley and Revd Jutta 
Brueck to minister to them.

Revd Jutta has, since October 2015 
ben priest in charge of St.Thomas, 
Ipswich & leader of the St Thomas 
Pilgrim Community, a new monastic 
community developing in Ipswich. 
Prior to moving to Ipswich, she 
was priest in charge of St. James’, 
Cambridge for seven years, having 
been Chaplain to Fitzwilliam College 
from 2006-2008 and Chaplain to 
the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama in London from 2000-2005, 
whilst also being assistant priest in 
the parish of the Isle of Dogs. She 
is German and came to the UK in 
the 1980s, as a student of European 
Business and Accounting and 
Finance. She did her ordination 
training in the Church of England 
and has been ordained for twenty 
years.

Bishop Martin has been Bishop of 
the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and 
Ipswich since May 2015. Prior to this 
he was Principal of Westcott House 
Theological College in Cambridge 
from 2006 to 2015. This was preceded 
by ten years as vicar of the parish of 
the Isle of Dogs in East London.

Their children are Anna, 16 and 
Luke 14.

Also, Bishop Martin just participated 
in a Walking Pilgrimage during 
Lent, Here is a link to view photos 
and more info:
http://www.cofesuffolk.org/news/
article/bishops-lent-pilgrimage2

Creationtide: 1st Sep - 4th 
Oct, a time to pay special 
attention to care of our 
world

I recently learned about the background 
of how the Creationtide dates were 

set: in 1989 the Orthodox Church 
suggested that 1 September, the first 
day of their Church’s year, should be 
observed as a day “of protection of the 
natural environment”. Ten years later 
the European Christian Environmental 
Network (ECEN) widened this proposal, 
urging churches to adopt a Time for 
Creation stretching from 1 September to 
the feast of St Francis on 4 October and 
this was endorsed by the 3rd European 
Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu, Romania 
in 2007, which recommended that 
the period “be dedicated to prayer 
for the protection of Creation and the 
promotion of sustainable lifestyles that 
reverse our contribution to climate 
change”. These words ring true to my 
heart!

The theme this year is: “Journeying with 
God”, linking to the UN international 
year of sustainable tourism for 
development. It explores God’s invitation 
to join us in the journey of faith leading 
us into care for all creation. Also, Pope 
Francis recently declared September 1 as 
the World Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation. 

Let us take this time to honour the 
Creationtide season, both as a personal 
practice, and within our wider 
communities. Resource material is 
available, which is taken from the Eco-
Congregation Scotland website. Here is 
a link to access the details of the 4-week 
study:

http://www.ecocongregationscotland.
org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/
creation-time-2017-week-1.pdf

Week 1 – Pilgrimage: God’s invitation to 
get moving (Matthew 16: 21-28)

Week 2 –  Guide for the journey: God’s 
commandments (Matthew 18: 15-20)

Week 3 – God’s companionship on the 
journey (Matthew 18: 21-35)

Week 4 – Food for 
the journey: God’s 
provision (Matthew 
20: 1-16)

Amy Owensmith

Faith in numbers
A Sunday School teacher needed 
some supplies from a cupboard that 
was seldom used and was secured 
with a lock. She didn't know the 
combination, but the clergyman 
offered to give it a try. 

Father Jack placed his fingers on 
the lock's dial and raised his eyes 
heavenward for a moment. Then he 
confidently spun the dial and opened 
the lock. 

Seeing how impressed she was with 
this demonstration of faith, he 
smiled and confided, "The numbers 
are written on the ceiling."
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Eymet Temple and the Tour de France

Allan and Julia Petchey lead the Fresh Expressions Ministry at Eymet Temple and responded to 
God’s call to seize an opportunity to use the Tour de France stage 11 start on July 12 in an awesome 

way to touch as many of Eymet’s Tour de France visitors as possible with God’s love. 

As well as dramatically improving the facilities at the Temple by having water, electricity and a toilet 
installed for anyone to use on the day, they put the Lord’s Temple in the public eye as THE designated 
meeting point - smart stuff.  Allan said “Being open to responding when God does “His thing” is a big part of being Fresh 
Expression Ministry.  (Job 27 v11 & Isaiah 55 v8 -9) When stage 11 of the Tour de France was announced in October 2016 
starting from Eymet we knew we had to be open to allow God to do “His thing”.  We had heard that 15,000 visitors were 
anticipated on the day! But what did we have to offer?” 

Allan said “we had a vision to “meet as many people as possible, show people 
our faith in action and help them glimpse the love of Christ that they are 
missing out on”. They involved the entire congregation in that vision, the 
central theme of which was water. The Mairie was enrolled into the idea; 
bottles of water were collected by the congregation to give away; water and 
electricity were installed and the Temple was prepared ready to receive the 
visitors who would be coming in to use the new WC, meet someone, listen 
to the singing or just rest, whilst being able to read the verses from John’s 
Gospel  in French and English adorning the walls on big colourful posters 
and enjoy the beautiful paintings of water scenes done by another member 
of the congregation. 

The result was that an estimated 1000 people were touched by the 
initiative: at least 120 people used the WC (contributing euros towards 
the WC ‘flush fund’) often queuing up inside the Temple where they 
could chat to members of the congregation and read the posters on 
the walls; 436 water bottles were given away with a smile, a laugh and 
sometimes a few words;  250 postcards advertising the Temple services 
and the Chaplaincy in French and English and 200 copies of Mark’s 
Gospel, in French were also given away. Most of the congregation 
came on the day and on the Monday/Tuesday to prepare the Temple 
and were supported by Rev. Tony Lomas and Rev.Charlotte Sullivan. 

Charlotte said:
“I was struck by the determination of Allan and Julia who, supported by the rest of the congregation, made sure everything was 
ready for the day. I enjoyed the atmosphere and how friendly everyone was. There were times when people seemed reluctant to 
take things from the hands of someone wearing a dog collar - in case some sort of cost was involved. For most a reassuring smile 
was all that was needed to show them that hospitality is a gift freely given.  
All morning I kept asking the Army and the Gendarmes if they wanted water as they patrolled up and down the street - and for 
hours I was met with simple shakes of the head. Then very late morning a weary pair of Gendarmes approached us - we thought 
we might be in trouble for handing out religious postcards etc - but no, they simply needed water”

inside preparing  for the day

handing out the water

...and more water The Team!!

False Rumours, Mrs Beamish and Europe
The Chaplaincy Bulletin of July 2016 printed a sermon given by the Dean of St Alban’s Abbey during which he said “The 
original vision for Europe was all about unity and peace after centuries of war, and that vision was based on strongly held 
Christian ideals of reconciliation and co-operation for the common good.”  A year later the meanness and pain of Brexit 
have become much less hidden than at the time of the referendum.

500 years ago extremely wealthy, powerful people conspired against King Richard III because they disliked his kindness 
and his insistence on justice. So they spread ‘fake news’ that the king had murdered his nephews, the princes in the Tower, 
even though nobody was able to prove that this had happened.  The fate of the princes is still unknown but in my view they 
survived a murder attempt ordered by Henry Tudor’s mother and were smuggled out of England to Luxembourg, and from 
there travelled to Lisbon along the pilgrim route to Santiago de Compostela.  

Two years ago the Richard III Society launched a research project called The Missing Princes Project. This is a Cold Case 
History investigation which has already found 75 separate lines of investigation.  So maybe the princes did not reach Lisbon 
after all but it is evident that they were not murdered by the king. 

If you want to escape for a while from worrying about Brexit and modern fake news you can time-travel back to the 15th 
century and read my book. It is on Amazon as a kindle or a paperback, or you can buy it in bookshops. It is published by 
Nichol Press and its ISBN n° is 979-10-97586-01-0.  Here is a description of my murder mystery novel, False Rumours, and 
a picture of its cover.

In August 1483 two boys are inside the Tower of London, shut in there by their uncle, King Richard 
III, known for his kindness and justice.

Meanwhile, in faraway south-west France, Belina Lansac is selling medallions and statues to 
pilgrims visiting her local cathedral, unaware that the fate of the two boys is in her hands. Belina’s 
husband William is the town’s detective and he has just been ordered to investigate the death of 
a poisoned pilgrim. Belina’s normal life vanishes as her husband leaves home on a secret mission. 
Now Belina must be the detective and work all alone without the protection of her husband.

She diligently investigates poisonous plants, food and drink but she is a reluctant and squeamish 
sleuth. So she welcomes the help and attention of Philippe Barvaux, her new neighbour, unaware 
that he is an unscrupulous and ambitious lawyer who had been ordered to kill the Princes in the 
Tower so that false rumours may be spread in England against Richard III.

Philippe has already committed the ultimate crime: the murder of two innocents he mistook for the princes. He is unaware 
that he has sacrificed the wrong victims until orders arrive telling him to murder the real princes as they are smuggled to 
safety through France to Portugal. Belina learns about these new orders, and searches for a last desperate chance to save the 
two princes. 

Will the princes reach safety? Will Philippe manage to drown them this time? Can Belina save them and indeed survive 
herself?

Danae Penn

From Laurie John: 

Given the indifferent weather we have been subjected to 
recently, may I share an uplifting illustrated poem written by 
my grandson and godson Oliver, Noelle’s youngest.

A sky like this is more than wisp and vapour;
it is a mountain, and a place we’ve never been.
it calls to us -- the land of our creator;
that eternal kingdom of which we’ve never seen.
If He could do all this with tiny drops of water
and a rushing of the wind, did you ever wonder
what He might do having spent an eternity to
prepare a place for you.
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Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW Sue Torne  05 62 08 17 78
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML 
PC Liz Evans  05 62 06 59 75

Summer Services
Sunday 13 August   11:00  Holy Communion
Thursday 31 August    11:00  Harvest Holy Communion 
Thursday 28 September  11:00  Worship Service for Creationtide 
  
Heating Appeal

For the last eight years the congregation of Condom have endured a very cold chapel 
during the winter months, we hope it will be different this winter. On July 24th work 
begins on installing new heaters, these however, come at a cost and so on July 1st 
we launched our Heating Appeal. In the first three weeks we have raised 265€ so a 
good start.

This has come from individual donations and a donation from a book group lunch 
held at the home of Paul and Sylvia Hames. Just under half of the book group are 
church members but for the last three years all members of the group have generously 
supported this lunch in aid of our charity Educaid. This year we raised 190€, 2/3  to 
Educaid and 1/3 to the heating fund.

Further fundraising events are planned including a Silent Auction at the Harvest Lunch and a Lunch Party in the late 
autumn. Alongide this sales from marmalade, keyrings and christmas puddings will hopefully help us achieve our heating 
target sooner rather than later

A wealth of talent
We are very fortunate in our Condom community to have such a wealth of talent, painters, musicians and writers.
Danae Penn, one of our founding parishioners, has just published her first novel False Rumours: A Belina Lansac Murder 
Mystery. Danae, born in Leicester, appropriately writes about Richard III and the two young princes in the Tower of London. 
You may remember that Richard’s remains were found in Leicester only five years ago.
The central character of Danae’s novel is Belina Lansac, the young wife of a detective in south-west France.  She sells 
medallions and statues to pilgrims visiting her local cathedral in Condom, unaware that the fate of the two boys is in her 
hands. Belina's husband William has just been ordered to investigate the death of a poisoned pilgrim but Belina's normal 
life vanishes as her husband leaves home on a secret mission. Now Belina must be the detective and work all alone without 
the protection of her husband.
She diligently investigates poisonous plants, food and drink but she is a reluctant and squeamish sleuth. So she welcomes 
the help and attention of Philippe Barvaux, her new neighbour, unaware that he is an unscrupulous and ambitious lawyer 
who had been ordered by Henry Tudor’s mother to kill the Princes in the Tower so that she can accuse Richard III of their 
murder and thereby spread false rumours – 500 years ago.
In his lifetime Richard III was known for his kindness and justice, but most of the archives relating to his reign were 
destroyed, probably not accidentally. A satire of his life was published 60 years later, and has been widely quoted ever since, 
including by Shakespeare. 
Many features of the traditional accounts of the character and career of Richard III are neither supported by sufficient 
evidence nor reasonably tenable. Many features of the Leave campaign last year were not supported by sufficient evidence 
either.
Danae is not the first published novelist in our community but she is the latest and I am sure this novel will not only 
entertain but inform.   Our congratulations go to Danae. 

Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

Do you know who your Ancestors were?  
For just 50€, all of which goes to Chaplaincy 
Funds, Gill will research your ancestors and 
then provide you with a report and a family 

tree. 
Or why not make it a special gift for a 

relative?   
For more information speak to 

Gill Sweetman on 05 53 73 13 59  
bobgills24@aol.com

FOR SALE or rent!
As you will know our Chaplain has been renting the house in Sigoules 
which belongs to our previous Chaplain, Paul Vrolijk.  However Tony 
and Ingrid have now purchased their own property so the house in 
Sigoules is for sale or rent! The Vrolijks would like to avoid leaving the 
property empty so if you are interested or know of someone who could 
be, do please get in touch with Janine at janine.vrolijk@gmail.com

Lovely character, 
classic stone 4 
bedroom home 
with guesthouse 
and pool in 
the Dordogne, 
Sigoulès, 15km 
from Bergerac 
(airport) and close 
to golf course.
Next to the vines 
at the edge of 
little village with 
amenities, services 

and schools. 4 Spacious bedrooms. Double glazing. Open fireplace. 
Central heating. Terraces. Large gardens with a.o. 20+ mature fruit trees. 
Heated (covered) pool (9x4). Bbq + pizza oven. Well. Garages. Cellor. 
Independent, fully equipped maison d’amis. Ideal for a family home or to 
turn part of the property into a holiday rental or become a holiday home. 
Ready to move in.

WILL YOU CONTINUE TO 
SUPPORT

THE CHAPLAINCY

IN THE FUTURE?

Leaving a legacy to 
the Chaplaincy in your 
Will would make a big 

difference to our future.  

There is information on the 
website – see donations and 

legacies.

http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/
index.php/regular-givingdonations

WE ASK YOU TO CONSIDER 
DOING SO

Is drinking costing more than money?
Alcoholics Anonymous

If you or someone you know has a drinking 
problem, there are now a number of  
English-speaking meetings of Alcoholics 
Anonymous in the South West of France.

Contact – Ewen 05 53 05 76 62 or 

Roger 05 55 76 22 65

Support for English speaking 
dementia sufferers in the Dordogne

L’Association France Alzheimer 
Dordogne

2 rue Emille Counord 24100 Bergerac

Tel: 05 53 27 30 34

Mail: alzheimer.dordogne@orange.fr

Website: www.francealzheimer-dordogne.org

 
Please visit this site and find out how you can support 
the Chaplaincy when you are making purchases online.

There is a huge number of UK retailers involved
with this scheme and it doesn’t cost you a penny more 

than you would be paying in any case.

The retailers involved make a donation to the Chaplaincy, 
through easyfundraising, in line with the amount 

of money you have spent.
How about your Christmas presents?

These qualify as well, just check that your  supplier is registered 
and follow the routine set out by easyfundraising.

Advertising rates per edition
Full page   60€     Half page   40€  

 Quarter page   20€    7cm x 5cm   15€
 Long-term booking discounts available

Camera-ready artwork should be sent to the Editor 
together with the appropriate  amount made payable to 

‘The  Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’. 
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Johnson Low, Peter Luson, Lindsay Mégraud, Christine Rychlewski, and Nellie Salvi has been 
working hard examining its options for the future, as the congregation draws its members 
from an ever larger number of countries and backgrounds, and Bordeaux continues to develop 
as a tourist, business, and university Centre.
At its last meeting the Chaplaincy Council agreed in principle to the recruitment of a 
permanent priest who would not only serve the Bordeaux congregation, but also form part of 
the Chaplaincy clergy team. The working group is now examining the financial implications 
of this decision, and will present its final report in the near future.
We wish to thank Revd Tony Lomas for his support. Thank you to our locum priests, past and present, and last but by no
means least thank you to everyone for their input.

Youth Group  
The age range of the Youth Group has been adjusted to recognize that the level of maturity of children 
varies and is not necessarily defined by age. The transition from attending Sunday School to starting 
with the Youth Group needs to be right for each individual child. So, Sunday School is up to 10 years 
of age and Youth Group is over 11 years – but with some flexibility. This was an initiative proposed 
and supported by Heather Cleda and Kit Seguin.
Currently there are at least 6 youths "permanent" and expecting more in future.  We have opted 
for the "Living Stones" resource book as it mimics the readings for the general congregation. That way, parents and their 
children could share with each other what they have heard from the same reading. Moreover, it is structured and ensures 
that there is no "overlap" in terms of topics covered by different leaders.
Current challenges are having more leaders in order to have more frequent and regular youth lessons. At least 3-4 leaders 
would be ideal so there will be no repetition for leaders within a month. Also if leaders knew a little French that would be 
nice but not an obligation. Our primary 'target' is English-speaking youths and anyone coming with their youngsters to a 
service in English needs to understand that everything we offer is in the English language.
For the spiritual growth of our Youth Group we need to also have activities in the year for them to serve God in some way 
both in church and subsequently outside church.

The old entrance revisited!
The main entrance from Boulevard President Wilson which has been closed for about 12 months during the construction 
of a splendid new catering and cafeteria building for the school, has now been reinstated.

In summary, drive along boulevard President Wilson in the direction of Bordeaux Lac. When 
nearing number 370, look out on your right for rue Naujac and then look out for rue Sainte 
Germaine and the entrance is through the big double gates on the right immediately after rue 
Sainte Germaine.

For those who are not familiar, full details of how to find us when travelling by car, bike, tram, 
electric city car or on foot are available on our website  www.anglicanbordeaux.org

Picnic Play Reading Group
We met in July as planned. We always start with a picnic which is why we are called Picnic Play Readers and not becauseplay 
reading is secondary! After our picnic, including a delicious Tunisian salad, we read “He said and she said”, a period 
playwritten by Alice Gerstenberg in 1922 and great fun was had by all!
We will be picnicing and reading in August as usual and the date will be announced once everyone’s holiday plans 
areconfirmed. Please contact Pamela Prior to be kept up to date  pamela.i.prior@gmail.com

House Warming
Heather Gardiner and Barry Gardiner have just moved to their gorgeous new home near 
Castillon La Bataille. Favourite much talked about features include the swimming pool 
and a ‘ man cave ’ or more accurately a ‘ man barn ’ for Barry!
Barry and Heather issued an open invitation to the congregation to attend their house-
warming party on Saturday July 1st and Revd Richard Frost was invited to bless the house. 
Richard and Jill very nearly did not get there but all was well and it was a wonderful 
occasion.

Bible Study
As a reminder to our newcomers and regulars, Bible Study takes place on Friday evenings. We 
are a very sociable friendly group and because we are in Bordeaux, some food and and a glass 
or two are also enjoyed! If you would like to join in please contact Christine Rychlewski. Email: 
alienor1153@yahoo.com

Bordeaux   
(33) Chapelle de l’Assomption,   
370 bd Président Wilson,   (opposite 
the British Consulate).

CW    Heather Gardiner   07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson         05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10 69 17  
      Nellie Salvi               05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
ML    Lindsay Megraud   05 56 96 44 17
PC     Rhian Foreau     05 56 36 99 63

Summer Services
Sunday 06 August  10:30  Family Communion Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 13 August  10:30  Family Communion Bishop Martin Seeley
Sunday 20 August  10:30  Family Communion Bishop Martin Seeley
Sunday 27 August  10:30  All Age Worship  Christine Rychlewski
Sunday 03 September  10:30  Family Communion  Rev’d Hazel Door
   15:00  French-Madagascan Communion  Rev’d Hazel Door
Sunday 10 September  10:30  All Age Worship   Rev’d Hazel Door
Sunday 17 September 10:30  Family Communion  Rev’d Hazel Door
Sunday 24 September 10:30  Family Commmunion  Rev’d Hazel Door

July meant Change!
July is holiday time and the profile of our congregation and our activities change which refreshes us all once again. Many of
our regular congregation are away and in the past there were proper discussions about suspending our Sunday Services 
in the peak holiday period due to lack of any congregation! Times have changed! Now is the time when our congregation 
is enlarged by the considerable number of holiday-makers from across the world who are passing through Bordeaux and 
have found their way to the Assomption via their networks and our modern communication methods to Spread the Word .
We have been blessed by having regular locum priests coming to Bordeaux to lead our worship. Each one bringing rich
experiences and suggestions to inspire us in our mission for growth.
The Reverend Richard Frost and his wife Jill were with us throughout July and Richard has written some thoughts about 
change and other observations:
What a joy and a privilege it has been to serve you at the Chapelle. The last time Jill and I were in the region was some 25 years 
when we took a camping holiday with our three children at Hourtin Plage. Jill was nursing in North Devon at the time and I 
was a serving police Sergeant in the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary. I can recall how the children loved the beaches and took 
great delight in enjoying the French culture especially the bread, eating outdoors and the open country markets.There were no 
mobiles, iPads or emails to attend to. Personal safety and security concerns were a far cry from what they are now. Life seemed 
very simple. How Jill and I enjoyed the break from stress. Little did I know in fact that one day I would return to Bordeaux as 
an ordained priest in the Church of England, an impossible and if I may say a 'crazy thought'. Little did I know that our little 
siblings would go on to have five children of their own!
But life moves on as the saying goes 'time and tide wait for no man’. Change is inevitable. There may be more More Traffic, 
More Macdonalds, More expense, More technology, More of everything, even more uncertainty in our world. But the welcome 
and beauty of the area remains the same.
So it is with our Lord - The God of all possibilities, unchanging and eternal. I love the thought from Psalm 90, (v4). ‘ For a
thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by’ - and the words of Hebrews (13.8) 'Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today and forever' .
Thank you to each and all for making Jill and I so very welcome. Our main aim has been to build you up and encourage you in 
church life and your faith journeys.
There are many wonderful things happening in the Bordeaux church and congregation for which we need to give thanks. There 
is a very clear commitment to a vision for the future with a dedicated team of faithful and loving people. We can never think of 
these things in isolation, or too small, they are part of a much greater whole in what God is doing, has done and will continue 
to do. Why? Because He is faithful and His love unchanging for - ' Nothing is impossible for God '.
With our Love and Blessings to all in His name - Jill and Richard

Welcome!
In August we welcome Bishop Martin Seeley and Rev’d Jutta Brueck who will be taking two of our 
services.   You can read more about them on pagevvvv

Bordeaux works at the Way Forward
‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer …. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved’. (Acts 2. 42,47)
Bordeaux has been busy looking at its vision of the future as a city-centre church. A working group made up of Ian Couper,
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Lin Tarrant  05 53 91 26 38

Summer Services
Sunday 13  August      10:30 Family Service            Negrondes Patrick Sturges
Sunday 20 August 10:30 Holy Communion        Chancelade    Rev’d Barrie Green      
Sunday 27 August 10:30 Holy Communion          Negrondes Rev’d Brian Davies
Sunday 10 September 10:30  Family Service   Négrondes Madeleine Holmes
Sunday 17 September 10:30  Holy Communion Chancelade Rev’d Brian Davies
Sunday 24 September 10:30  Holy Communion   Négrondes TBN

It has been a hot summer this year.   Many odd things have happened in our gardens, no fruit for instance and a lack of 
many flowers.   However the rain stayed away for Elizabeth Oaten’s Open Garden on the 9th July.   Rain, we really have 

enjoyed it this summer.   The heavy downpours have kept the gardens going through the hot spells.

I was delighted to see in the ICS News a good photo of our little congregation at 
Negrondes.   This was taken on Palm Sunday.   Even the smallest groups have pride 
of place from time to time.   This little magazine sent by the Intercontinental Church 
Society is a gem, and if you don’t get it, try and borrow a copy.   This month it features 
the Aquitaine and the arrival here of Tony and Ingrid Lomas.   What a great step they 
have taken.   For all of us moving to France it is an enormous change.   Finding a 
church is all important to some of us, and the Diocese of Aquitaine certainly spreads 
its wings over us.

We shall welcome The Rev Barrie Green at Chancelade in August.   We love his guitar playing.   The hymns rock along, and 
make us feel happy!

Celebrating Sea Sunday, a regular service in the anglican calendar, 2nd Sunday in July,  Patrick Sturges led us in worship. 
The readings were about the storm that put Paul  and co onto an island  (Acts 27) and the good samaritan (Luke 10 ), so 
there was much to talk about: how we are to be good neighbours to ALL. Whether we ‘like ‘ folks or not we can come 
alongside and help and show love to them. A challenge to us all.

For many in our area we had the very sad news of our dear friend 
Jacqueline Morgan’s death from cancer.  She fought a long and brave 
battle but in the end the call came and we are sure she is in heavenly 
realm making new friends there. There was a memorial service 
for her at Chancelade on the same day as the funeral in the UK, 
Thursday 13th July. This was led by Rev Tony Lomas. Dr Jacqueline 
Mary Morgan had been suffering from cancer and bore her suffering 
with laughter and fun and a positivity, never a word of complaint 
did we hear. The lovely home she and Rev John had in Bourdeilles 
was a haven she hoped to return to, her beautiful garden that she 
had created, the tranquility of the river running by. Surely her spirit 

will rest there God willing. She will be missed by many.

We now look forward to many visitors coming to our area and hope some might find Chancelade and Negrondes as  retreats 
from the rush and crush of modern life and be strengthened and soothed by the presence of Jesus in their midst.

Have a great summer with your friends and relations that visit and as you travel on your holidays take with you the peace 
of God that passes all understanding and pass it on.

Tony Lomas writes: “I would like to express my thanks to Lin Tarrant for her sterling work and dedication over many years 
of coordinating the Prayer Chain for the Chancelade/Négrondes churches and as Electoral Roll Officer for the Chaplaincy.  
Lin has decided it is time for her to step down from both these roles and I am sure that her efforts will be greatly missed.  
Thank you, Lin!   ”

 
Monteton 

     

 WE Paddy Atkinson 05 53 94 76 37
 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93

(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

Summer Services
Sunday 6th August        10.30   Morning Worship          David Albrecht
Sunday 13th August          10.30   Morning Prayer             Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 20th August          10.30   Prayer and Praise          Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 27th August          10.30 Monteton Anniversary Holy Communion    Rev’d Liz Morris 
Sunday 3rd September     10.30  Morning Worship    Roger Cheale
Sunday 10th September   10.30   Morning Prayer     Rev’d Louise Courtney 
Sunday 17th September    10.30   Prayer and Praise                            David Albrecht
Sunday 24th September     10.30   Harvest Festival Holy Communion                 Rev’d Liz Morris

Please note the special 40th Anniversary Holy Communion to be held at Monteton 
at 10.30 on Sunday 27th August, with our Priest-in Charge, Liz Morris, as celebrant. 

Come and join us as we give thanks to God and celebrate 40 wonderful years together as 
a church family!   

Also note that our Harvest Festival service of Holy Communion on Sunday 24th 
September coincides with the annual Monteton Brocante Professionelle, which means that special parking arrangements 
will be in place that day.   

It was good to welcome David Albrecht to lead us in Morning Prayer on 9th July. David chose to commemorate “Sea 
Sunday” in the service, asking us to remember in our prayers all those who spend much of their lives at sea, whether 
as fishermen, as members of the Royal or Merchant Navy or as invaluable Royal National lifeboat volunteers. This was 
further emphasized in our final hymn, the rousing “Eternal father, strong to save”.  David also read out a message from 
Caroline, daughter of Paddy Atkinson, to tell us that although Paddy is currently in hospital having suffered from a bout 
of pneumonia, her doctors report that she is making a good recovery and still plans to be with us for the Monteton 40th 
Anniversary celebrations. As you can see from our service schedule, David will be leading services at Monteton again in 
August and September; we are delighted about this and most grateful to him for making what is quite a long round trip to 
be with us. It was also good to have Roger and Jane Williams back with us for the summer, Jane in the choir and Roger on 
the organ and singing the Responses, which is always a great treat. Apart from being an accomplished musician, Roger is 
also a composer, in fact we always sing his arrangement of the Agnus Dei in our service of Holy Communion.

Apart from the new Chaplaincy flyer, the Chaplaincy Communications Team have designed a Chaplaincy Car Sticker (20cm 
x 10cm) and which is now available for purchase at 5 euros. You can see an example on Sally Davies’ car; the surround of 
the design is transparent which makes it effective on a dark or light background.  If you would like one, please contact Amy 
on chapaq.office@gmail.com.

Gift Aid 2017 at Monteton; on 6th August at the service of Morning Worship, Gift Aid envelopes will be handed out to 
members of the congregation, and at subsequent services throughout the month. We ask that you just give as much as 

you can afford, in order to meet and to keep pace with the increasing costs of 
running our church at Monteton. On the last Sunday of August, the 27th, there 
will be baskets at the rear of the church where the envelopes can be placed. If 
you are unable to be in church during August, you can always contact a Church 

Committee member who will give details of how to donate. We are always amazed at how generous people are on these 
occasions, and extremely grateful.

Coffee and Cake mornings will continue at the home of Norma and Leslie on Saturday 12th August 
and Saturday 9th September, from 10.00 – 12.00. All are welcome but, as ever, please let Norma know 
if you plan to attend, on 05 53 93 53 86. On Saturday 8th July, we had a Wimbledon theme with 
dishes of strawberries and cream as well as all the other home-baked goodies! So far this year, Norma 
and Leslie have raised 600 euros from these events all of which goes to our local branch of Secours 
Populaire Francaise.
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Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Ian Strachan  05 53 58 12 58
 Christine Scott  05 53 29 39 40
ML Ian Strachan  05 53 58 12 58
PC Christine Walter  05 53 74 93 20

Summer services
Sunday 06 August   10:30  Prayer & Praise   Chris Scott
Sunday 13 August   10:30  Holy Communion   Rev'd Tony Lomas
Thursday 17 August   10:30  BCP Holy Communion  Rev'd Tony Lomas
Sunday 20 August   10:30  Songs of Praise    Roger Cheale
Sunday 27 August   10:30  Prayer & Praise + Baptism  Rev'd Deacon Charlotte Sullivan 
Sunday 03 September 10:30  Prayer & Praise   Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan
Thursday 7 September 17:00  Different and Dynamic Worship
Sunday 10 September 10:30  Holy Communion   Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft
Sunday 17 September 10:30  Morning Worship    Anne Penfold
Thursday 21 September 10:30  BCP Holy Communion  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 24 September 10:30  Harvest Holy Communion Rev’d Tony Lomas

Service of Morning Worship
Anne Penfold led an inspiring Sunday Service on the 16th July which was based on the passage from Matthew Ch.13 - the 
parable of the four soils. 

You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 
you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 

For this people’s heart has become calloused; t
hey hardly hear with their ears,  and they have closed their eyes. 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.

This is a wonderful passage as it reminds us how blessed we are to be able to hear the message of God and receive it with 
understanding.  There are many of us who still do not understand and are unable to receive the message of the kingdom of 
God so let us go out and help others find that understanding that God gives us.

Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

Sunday 30 July    11:00   Prayer & Praise    David Albrecht
Sunday 06 August   11:00   Prayer & Praise    Rev'd Cameron Watt
Sunday 13 August   11:00   Prayer & Praise    Anne Penfold
Sunday 20 August   11:00   Prayer & Praise with Communion  Rev'd Gerald Rootham
Sunday 27 August   11:00   Prayer & Praise    Rev'd Cameron Watt
Sunday 03 September   11:00   Prayer & Praise with Communion  Rev'd Tony Lomas
Sunday 17 September   11:00   Prayer & Praise    Dave Wilton
Saturday 30 September, 6th annual WorshipFest at Berbiguières.

Worship On Wednesday 28th June.  
There were 17 of us praising and worshipping at Dave and Jan's. A wonderful time of sharing. We had prayers for healing 
too! So many needs, but Our God listens to our prayers and responds in his unconditional love. We are all so blessed. 

2nd July Prayer & Praise with Communion. Tony Lomas focused on Peter and vocation. We read a lot about Peter. 
He had the guts to get out of the boat. He cared enough to ask Jesus to heal his mother in law. Peter recognised who Jesus 

was but also denied him. He was there at the transfiguration. He wouldn’t let Jesus 
wash his feet. Peter is forgiven, transformed at Pentecost. He goes from strength to 
strength healing people. He taught that God’s grace is for everyone. He met Paul, he 
was miraculously released from prison. He went to Rome.
Peter is an example to us of discipleship and vocation. To be the person God wants us 
to be and do the things God wants us to do. When Jesus called him he left everything 
and went! Peter learnt from Jesus how to behave with people, stand up, love and be 
content. It shows us that normal people are called, no one is exempt, unless you are 
prideful.

We don’t all have a Damascus road experience, it is more gradual, feeling that God is wanting something from us. Gradually 
the mists clear and we have to trust Him, recognise what His calling in on us. Peter grew into the new life. As a fisherman 
he couldn’t have imagined the things God would do through him. Ultimately he had the courage to die for Him. Age is not 
a barrier, young or old God can work with us. Peter is the rock on which the church 
is built. A normal average working man – made extraordinary by Jesus in him.
What is God calling us to be or do?  Have you discounted yourself for whatever 
reason? It doesn’t matter, He will do it or enable you. It can’t possibly be me? Pray 
and ask someone who knows you well. It doesn’t have to be horrible to be good, 
like medicine. It is usually a really good place. It is a step into the unknown. Jesus is 
beside, before and with you every step of the way. Pray for courage to answer His call 
and to grow into the lives God has for each of us.

There were 33 of us in church and 20 stayed for lunch.                                                                            

Worship On Wednesday 12th July.  
Many thanks to Dave and Jan for hosting ten of us this week. There was much singing, praising and giving thanks. There 
was prayer for various needs. Henri had a successful eye operation and Gordon a successful job interview. Halleluiah! This 
was the last WOW until the autumn as we concentrate on the weekly services during the summer, followed by Worship Fest 
30th September. 

July 16th Prayer and Praise with Sheila Campbell. Topic: "Sowing the Seed"
Our first reading from Isaiah 55:10-13 states that the gifts from heaven that come down shall: "give seed to the sower" and 
can therefore lead to abundant life.
In our second reading from Romans 8:1-11 Paul states that if you are in the Spirit you are free from the sin of the flesh. Seed 
can therefore take root and lead to abundance.
Jesus loved to speak in parables, and here The Parable of the Sower was utilised. Sheila challenged us with a Question and 
Answer session, based on the four examples in Matthew 13:1-9 of where the seeds fell and what the results were. The seeds 
represent The Word of God. Some who heard The Word already had hardened hearts and could not find forgiveness for 
others. Their sinful nature was stronger than their desire to please God. Others listened but did not truly hear the message, as 

they were unwilling to change their lives. The rich young ruler was an example 
of this type of person. Others, however, received The Word, became repentant 
and changed their lives, such as Mary Magdalene, Paul, and the Thief on 
the Cross. The Old Testament and New Testament have numerous examples 
where seeds fell on good soil, took root and yielded a crop "a hundredfold" 
such as with Abraham, Esther 
and Peter. 
We need to let God's Word 
and God's Spirit infill us, be 
with us, and fall afresh on 
us. Let unconditional love 
be what we seek. We need to 

learn from and build on the examples of how and where God's seeds fell and 
what the results were. 
At the close of the service, Anne Stokes explained to us that the children's 
project was to: "Go, Sow and Know" so that the seeds we sow are not in vain. 
There was certainly much to contemplate during the Bring and Share lunch 
that followed, which most of the 24 worshippers attended.
We are looking forward to our weekly summer services and having lovely conversations with those who join us on holiday. 
My thanks to the team who are leafleting publicity for our services in the local campsites. I hope you have a blessed time 
with family and visitors over the summer. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul and forget not all his benefits. Ps 103:2. Choose to be grateful for all the Lord has done and 
cultivate a spirit of thanksgiving. 
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Jazz evening at Berbiguieres 
On the evening of the 12th July about 80 people arrived at the Salle des Fêtes at Berbiguieres to enjoy some seriously 

good jazz music thanks to the Phoenix Jazz band. The seven piece 
band which featured Mel on Clarinet, Phil on Trombone, Eddy on 
Bass, Henri on guitar, Patrick on the drums, Roger on Banjo, Bram 
on trumpet and vocals entertained the crowd throughout the evening 
with many firm favourites which even got a few dancing on the 
outside terrace.  A sumptuous three course dinner was prepared with 
the help of members of the church committee under the direction of 
Jill Little . This was delicious, particularly the pulled pork!

Many thanks go to all the organisers and helpers who made this event 
so successful and which raised a princely sum of €710 for church 
funds.

Spreading the word - Promotional materials 
The communications team have been hard at work designing and producing several items that we can use to promote our 
churches.  One of these is the chaplaincy car sticker which was promoted in the July issue of the magazine.  Following 
promotion of this in Limeuil, Amy has successfully sold all 50 and is doing another print run.  These are ideal to put on 
the back of your car to promote the Chaplaincy website. Larger versions can be produced if necessary so we would like to 
encourage other churches to get selling!
If you would like to order a sticker (or several), please contact Amy to place an order: chapaq.office@gmail.com or 06 07 04 
07 77.
The communications team have also produced a card detailing where all the churches are in Aquitaine.  These are designed 
to be either handed out to people when visiting other churches or left at places where they can be seen such as tourist offices 
and noticeboards.   We have been handing them out to members of our congregation and more are freely available.

Bring & Share lunches
Don’t forget we have Bring & Share lunches every month after the service on 
the 4th Sunday.  Everyone is always very welcome and it’s a great time for both 
food and fellowship.  Our next one will be on 27th August and in September 
we are intending to combine the event with a game of boules down at the port 
after our Harvest Festival service. We hope you’ll be able to join us!

Fellowship groups: All are welcome for study and prayer! 
Open Prayers with Charlotte Sullivan every Thursday at 10:30 at the cottage.
Bergerac Area Group - Alternate Friday mornings. 
Contact  Roger Cheale: 0553 57 16 74, cheale@wanadoo.fr 
Limeuil Area Group – Every other Friday morning.  Contact Charlotte Sullivan 
at kevet2adsl@aol.com or 0553 61 81 61.

The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW Mike Duncan   05 53 91 30 64 
 Tony Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 
ML Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC Sheila Marshall     05 53 90 95 69

Summer Services
Sunday 6 August 10:30 Service of the Word   Trevor Hodgkiss
Sunday 6 August 18:00 Evensong   Sheila Marshall
Wednesday 9 August 11:00 BCP Holy Communion   Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 13 August * 10:30 Holy Communion   Revd Brian Davies
Sunday 20 August 10:30 Family Service    Madeleine Holmes
Sunday 27 August 10:30 Holy Communion  Rev’d Gerald Rootham
Sunday 3 September 10:30 Service of the Word   Patrick Sturges
   18:00 Evensong   Sheila Marshall
Sunday 10 September * 10:30 Holy Communion  Revd Barrie Green
Wed 13 September 11:00 BCP Holy Communion  Revd Brian Davies
Sunday 17 September 10:30 Family Service    Janis Adams
Sunday 24 September 10:30 Holy Communion  Revd Brian Davies
 

Please join us for tea and coffee across the road in the Upper Room after each of the Sunday services
*There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service.

Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass. 
We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of  bread and wine which will be supplied.

July Randonée
The BB Randonée group on July 20th ploughed a fresh furrow - a record 
26 walkers which necessitated splitting up. One group set off from the 
Abbaye Maumont and a second group started in the village of Juignac. 

It was pleasantly leisurely in the warmth and we were able to spend a 
little time looking around the picturesque church in Juignac and the 
local cemetery before the whole group - thirty-three, including our 
Strollites, met up together at the Abbaye to attend prayers in the church 
before settling down to a communal lunch which was refreshingly 
different - reminiscent of school (apart from the provision of wine and 
our average age!!) 

Many of us stayed on to watch a video about the life of the nuns in 
this Benedictine community. It was a fascinating day, the brainchild 
of Tony Stevens who sadly was not able to join us as he and Jill are 
currently in Venice. A big thank you to him and to Annie Key who 

joined me in checking out the route beforehand and leading one of the groups - thanks Annie!
Info for an August walk will be circulated ere long.   Jaki Moorhouse

Home Groups – are a key part of Dronne Valley church life
There are four to choose from:
Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30am. All are welcome.   Contact Mike Duncan 05 53 91 30 64
Alternate Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm near Ribérac. For dates and location  contact  Gwyneth Marison 05 45 24 06 89
Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10h for 10.30h For dates and venue this month  contact Brian Cook on 05 45 98 43 00
Fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm at Ann Knight’s home, Chez Foucaud, Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau
Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 98 22 17 

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together to talk over a small part of the 
Bible or another Christian book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake. All of the groups are 
keen to welcome newcomers,  but it’s a good idea to phone, so that we know you’re coming.
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Eymet  Fresh Expressions
Sunday 06 August 10:30   Allan Petchey
Sunday 13 August 10:30   Rev'd Deacon Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 20 August 10:30  Allan Petchey 
Sunday 27 August 10:30  Allan Petchey
Sunday 03 September 10:30   Allan Petchey
Sunday 10 September  10:30    Allan Petchey
Sunday 17 September 10:30     Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 24 September 10:30    Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan

We had a very busy day for the Tour de France  and you can read a full report on p10. Our team photo on that page show 12 
people of all ages and all roles in the Chaplaincy. From Chaplain to Child or Pasteur to People there was one Team and one 
Goal to meet people where they are. During the day we had different people turn up but there were always at least 4 outside 
“giving away” and at least 3 people inside “serving “. (Acts 6 v2 -4) 

Looking to the future, we do not know who or how we impacted people from near and far who visited the Temple, took 
a leaflet or had some water. If you add up the actual numbers above we probably in a few short hours made brief direct 
connections with around 1000 people. How will God use those connections?  Our job is to continue improving the Temple 
facilities so that it becomes a “Meeting Point” of choice; that the “obstacles” of access to worship are removed and people 
receive the gift of that water which means they never grow thirsty again. (John 4 v15)

Allan Petchey
The Gathering Fresh Expressions
‘The Gathering is an opportunity for people to meet, in an informal setting, to explore and experience the love of God and 
what it means to follow Jesus’

6 August  10.30  Le Mouret, Condom followed by lunch
3 September  10.30   La Sauvetat, the home of Gareth & Helen Davies

The Gathering is now 6 months old! It was 18 months ago that the eight of us - Ian & Mary, David & Angela, David & Liz 
and Gareth & Helen - started meeting privately together for prayer and fellowship and listening to God to discern what he 
wanted us to do in this place. After discussing it with Tony Lomas, and with his blessing, we held our first Gathering on 5 
February.

The meetings are on the first Sunday of each month and are led as a team of eight. We all have different gifts to share 
whether for leading the meeting; teaching any children/young people present ; providing prayer and hospitality or the 
always essential administration. Apart from the July meeting, we have been welcomed at Ian and Mary Robert’s home 
where, after coffee, we get together to follow the day’s  theme; amongst those we have looked at to date are the prodigal son, 
forgiveness, grace, transformation and a lectio divina on the Holy Spirit. We finish by having lunch together, provided by 
the eight of us. 

For our July meeting we met at the home of David and Angela Marshall, on their newly re-furbished terrace where we began 
with a breakfast of coffee and croissants before looking at our theme of ‘Transformation: the parable of the frog’. (If this 

theme intrigues you, contact David to find out more!).

Each occasion is carefully planned, prepared and prayed over but there is 
no fixed formula that we follow each time, although each meeting generally 
incorporates teaching, sharing, worship in song and prayer. We have been 
very encouraged by the trust that has built up between us enabling people to 
freely  share their joys as well as their struggles or difficulties. Our number has 
varied from 16 to 20.

Our September meeting will be at the home of Gareth & Helen and it will 
be a very special occasion when we baptise their grandchildren using their 
swimming pool.

The Gathering is publicised on the chaplaincy website but chiefly people find out about us and come through personal 
contact. We welcome all - Christians or seeking, de-churched or un-churched. We seek to build community where God’s 
love is experienced and shared, a safe place where we can encourage and support one another in our walk with Jesus. 

For more information contact Ian & Mary or David & Angela.

Lot et Garonne: 
Allez 
Dondas
Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Helen Raphael              05 53 47 78  93

West of Villeneuve-sur-Lot.  

just off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  (on D245 north-east of Agen)  EnvalsSt Médard

Summer Services
Sunday 06 August  11:00  Holy Communion   Doudrac Rev’d Liz Morris
Wed 16 August   11:30  Holy Communion  Envals  Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 20 August   10:30  Holy Communion  Dondas  Rev’d Louise Courtney 
Sunday 3 September 11:00  Holy Communion    Doudrac  Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 10 September  10:30  Harvest Holy Communion   Saint Médard Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 17 September  10:30  Morning Worship    Dondas
Tuesday 26 September 18:30  Ecumenical service for Creationtide – Villeneuve sur Lot, St Etienne church

Doudrac
On Sunday 2nd July at Doudrac Church there were 36 
attendees  and communicants at the service led by Rev Liz 
Morris. Afterwards there was a BBQ for 32 people led by Liz 
and Dave Rolfe assisted by Liz and Richard Morris. Bubbles 
and canapes started the lunch, followed by a spread of chicken, 
home grown and made sausages and pork burgers from our 
farm. There was a wide selection of salads. A wonderful 
selection of home made desserts and coffee rounded off the 
meal. Many thanks to everyone involved. Profits were sent to 
Chaplaincy funds.

The photos show what a happy occasion this was.

  
Dondas
Our service on Sunday, 16 July at 10.30am was Morning Worship led by Revd Liz Morris.  Her homily used her 
experience of a recent visit to the dentist to compare dental health with spiritual health.  The parable of the Sower, 
which we’d heard in the Gospel, encourages us to think through the meaning of the gospel in the 21st century. 
Faith should not only be a comfort but also a challenge.  In our earlier reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans, 
Paul was asking his readers to turn away from their old life to new life in Christ.   As the parable said “Those who 
have ears to hear, let them hear” - the choice is ours.

Our next service on Sunday, 20 August at 10.30am will be Holy Communion which will be celebrated by Revd Liz 
Morris.

Fresh Expressions
We are now including news and information about our Fresh Expressions 
groups in the ‘Around the Chaplaincy’ section of our magazine.  However, 
do you really know what Fresh Expressions is?

Tony Lomas writes: “In 2004, the Church of England published an important report called ‘Mission Shaped Church’.  The 
report focussed on how we might fulfil our God-given mission amongst people with little or no experience of traditional 
churches or amongst those who have, for one reason or another, left the church.  It championed what was referred to as “Fresh 
Expressions of church”.   A Fresh Expression is a new gathering or network that engages mainly with people who are outside 
the traditional church structures.  There is no single model, but the emphasis is on starting something which is appropriate to 
its context and its people, rather than cloning something that works elsewhere.  Within the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine we have 
two such communities: Eymet and The Gathering (near Condom).”
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later than the 20th of the month.  
Please send to:

Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   e-mail:  bobgills24@aol.com

If you wish to subscribe to Spreading the Word, you may do it in two ways:
Either: send your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros made payable to: 
‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to the above address,
OR: send me your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the 
Chaplaincy would be most welcome.

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Priests-in-Charge: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com
Bishop Martin Seeley and Rev’d Jutta Brueck   responsible for the Bordeaux sector
05 56 40 05 12      anglican.bordeaux@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft  06 72 31 72 87 / 06 41 91 81 85     bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Hazel Door  rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr 06 74 72 89 05
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d David Jones  05 53 94 71 81     davidjjones47@yahoo.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d John Morgan    05 53 54 18 90 marvol24@orange.fr
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan  05 53 61 81 61   kevet2adsl@aol.com  

Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange,fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Madeleine Holmes  05 53 04 85 44   madeleine@peladis.plus.com
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com
Chaplaincy of Aquitaine:     aquitainechaplain@gmail.com
Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    www.churchinmidipa.org


