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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, FEBRUARY - mid MARCH 2017
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

Bordeaux

Clerical Corner
U UUU U

U U

At the end of December several of 
us had the chance to meet and 

to talk with Jemima Ooi, a young 
missionary from Singapore. Jemima 
works for an organisation called 
Justice Rising, who are committed 
to bringing education to the war 
torn areas of our world. Jemima is 
currently involved in projects in 
The Congo and Kenya. Through 
Justice Rising, Jemima is helping 
to build schools, raising up leaders 
in the local communities and also 
working to break the “hold” on local 
child soldiers in the hope that it will 
ultimately break the cycle of violence 
and promote peace. 

Jemima is an extraordinary young 
woman, full of the Holy Spirit and 
it’s clear to see God working through 
her. She has incredible faithfulness 
and obedience to God’s voice even 
when the action she takes or the 
positions she finds herself in are 
incredibly dangerous. She was an 
inspirational voice to listen to at the 
end of one year and at the beginning 
of the next. 

It’s a time of year which I think is 
always full of reflection, looking 
behind us to the year that has gone 
and looking to a new year stretching 
out invitingly; I always find myself 
looking for God’s guiding hand in all 
that has gone and in the promises of 
what lies ahead in our dreams and 
visions for the future. 

Ministry in Aquitaine feels quite 
tame in comparison to what Jemima 
faces each day in The Congo but, 
after the meeting I was reminded of 
a piece of advice that I received at my 
ordination. A wise old friend who 
has been in ministry for many years 
wrote me a card, telling me to build 
my life and ministry on Nehemiah 3.

In Nehemiah 3 we find God giving 
Nehemiah the task of rebuilding the 

fallen walls of Jerusalem. He calls 
everyone together and delegates the 
work: for the most part people were 
simply asked to rebuild the part of 
the wall closest to their homes. 

So literally, “Walk out of your door, 
see that broken piece of wall in front 
of you, rebuild it please!” 

When you think about it, it’s how 
God works in our lives, sometimes 
we can miss the obvious, we can miss 
the ministry opportunity right in 
front of us because we look further 
afield or we think that the job is so 
huge where can we possibly start or 
what difference could we possibly 
make? 

I think we find the answer in 
Nehemiah: start with the wall right 
outside your house, rebuild that, 
be faithful to God and listen to his 
voice and then see where He leads 
you next.

We are all exactly where God has 
placed us “for such a time as this”, 
wherever we live, God gives us the 
opportunity to serve, to build up the 
Kingdom, to promote peace, to feed 
the hungry, to fight against injustice, 
to tell people about Jesus and to live 
out the Gospel. 

Of course, some may well be called 
further afield to work on other bits 
of wall such as Jemima has but until 
then, let’s all open our doors and 
start rebuilding walls in front of our 
house and let’s see what a difference 
it will make. 

Charlotte  xx

 http://www.justicerising.org

SUNDAY 05 FEBRUARY
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Fresh Expressions, The Gathering – Le Mouret, Condom
15:00 French-Madagascan Communion – Bordeaux
16:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée

WEDNESDAY 08 FEBRUARY
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 12 FEBRUARY
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 All Age Worship  – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Morning Prayer – Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes

TUESDAY 14 FEBRUARY
11:30 Holy Communion - Envals

THURSDAY 16 FEBRUARY
10:30 BCP Holy Communion - Limeuil

SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion – Dondas
10:30 Morning Worship  – Limeuil
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène

THURSDAY 23 FEBRUARY
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

SUNDAY 26 FEBRUARY
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes

Chancelade

ASH WEDNESDAY 01 MARCH
11:00 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
11:00 Act of Worship – Condom (chez Torne)
16:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
16:00 Holy Communion - Monteton
18:00 Holy Communion – Limeuil
19:30 Holy Communion – Bordeaux

FRIDAY 03 MARCH
16:00 World Day of Prayer. Ecumenical Service  Ribérac Hospital
20:30 World Day of Prayer – Villeneuve sur Lot (Monastère 
    Annonciade, 1 rue Crochepierre)

SUNDAY 05 MARCH
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Fresh Expressions, The Gathering – Le Mouret, Condom
15:00 French-Madagascan Communion – Bordeaux
16:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée

WEDNESDAY 08 MARCH
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SATURDAY 11 MARCH
11:00 Licensing Service - Condom

SUNDAY 12 MARCH
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 All Age Worship  – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Morning Prayer – Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes

TUESDAY 14 MARCH
11:00 Holy Communion - Allez

THURSDAY 16 MARCH
10:30 BCP Holy Communion - Limeuil

Important information!
You will notice that this 
magazine covers longer 
than just a month due to 
the editor going on holiday 
(How dare she!!).  So please 
remember to keep the dates 
for early March handy as 
well as those for February 
as your next magazine will 
not arrive until mid-March 
and will cover the second half 
of March and all of April.

From your Editor
Welcome to  your 
first full edition of 
Spreading the Word 
for 2017.  Another 
year full of exciting 
opportunities for 
the Chaplaincy lies ahead.  Some 
of you will already have read about 
this year’s theme of Hold Fast but we 
have repeated Tony’s article for those 
of you not on email. I’m sure all the 
sectors will find ways to celebrate 
this theme. 

Meantime we have all been very busy 
attending WPCU services judging 
by the number of wonderful photos 
I have been receiving. It’s so great 
to know that unity really can be out 
there!

I hope you have been keeping 
warm in this very chilly recent 
weather - minus 6 has become a 
regular morning temperature here 
in Bouillac! Bob and I are looking 
forward to a holiday in warmer 
climes in March but hopefully the 
weather in Aquitaine will be warmer 
too before then. 

Finally, a big thank you to those of 
you who sent messages and kept me 
in your prayers during my recent 
illness. I very pleased to say I have 
now been given the all-clear so 
normal service is now resumed, as 
they say - apart from heavy-lifting 
for a while!

Love Gill
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“[God] called you through the gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed 
on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.  May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and 
God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good 
hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.”

2 Thessalonians 2:14-17

2016 has been a memorable year!  Many of those memories will, I am sure, be happy ones but over the last 12 months we 
have all also lived through some disturbing times.  For some there has been particular sadness brought about by illness, 
bereavement and other personal trials.  On a wider level there has been a level of political and social upheaval that is almost 
unprecedented in our lifetime.  The migrant crisis, terrorist attacks, Brexit and the US elections have all played a part in 
creating a general sense of uncertainty and insecurity.  Sadly, it looks as if there is huge potential for 2017 to be an equally 
unsettling year for many of us.

It is particularly good, therefore, to be writing these words at Christmas time with St John’s beautiful prologue ringing 
in my ears from our Carol Services, “In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  (John 1:4-5).  We might be walking through dark times but it is important 
for us to remember that we have been given the words of life and light that cannot be quenched by that darkness.  

On various occasions in the Old Testament, on their journey to the Promised Land, the children of Israel were encouraged 
to hold fast to God and to his law which was their hope – their assurance of future peace and well-being.  Many years later, 
when Paul was writing to the new church in Thessalonica, we encounter another group of believers who appear to be living 
in unsettling times.  Paul’s message, much as Moses before him, was that they had a sure support in every difficulty – in this 
case not the Law, by Christ’s Gospel.  Their hope lay in holding fast to the gospel of love and peace.

So as we head into 2017, I can think of no better advice for the coming year than that of Moses and Paul.  The world around 
us might seem like a somewhat dark, confusing and unsettling place at the moment, but we have the assurance that if we 
hold fast to the gospel, allow God’s love to work in and through us, then will we walk in that unquenchable light.  And if 
we can do that, both individually and as a Christian community here in Aquitaine, then we might also be able to take some 
of that light into the lives of those around us allowing them to experience the much-needed hope and peace of God’s love.

Many blessings,

2017 Chaplaincy and Chap-Aid AGMs - Saturday April 
8th, 2017 - Monteton

The date of the forthcoming Chaplaincy AGM is scheduled to be held on 
Saturday April 8th, 2016, kindly  hosted this year by Monteton, in the Lot 
et Garonne.
Please note this date in your diary; all are encouraged to attend and take 
part in this special day, gathering many from all over the Chaplaincy. 
Local sectors have planned the dates of the local annual meetings to be held in the late winter/

spring. Please contact a local warden for more information.

Bordeaux: Christine 
leading the service ... 
in German, French 
and English! It was 
wonderful. 

Archdeacon Meurig to visit Aquitaine

Over the weekend of 11th/12th March, Archdeacon Meurig will be coming down to visit 
our Chaplaincy.  A key reason for his visit is that he will be licensing Michael Torne as a 
Licensed Lay Minister (the new name for a Reader) at a service in Condom on Saturday 
11th March at 11am.  Even though Condom is quite a journey for many, it would be great if 
people from across the Chaplaincy are able to come down to join Michael at the start of his 
licensed ministry amongst us.

To give the Archdeacon a good feel for the full extent of the Chaplaincy, he will the be 
presiding and preaching at the morning Communion at Bertric Burée at 10:30am on Sunday 
12th March.  Anyone who would like to take this opportunity to meet our Archdeacon will 
be very welcome at either of these services.

Chancelade

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Limeuil

Bertric Burée

We built our wall which blocked 
the sight of the bible and the 
cross. Then the wall was taken 
down and reconstructed.



 Spreading the Word                                                                                                  February/mid March 2017   |    6     Spreading the Word                                                                                                    February/mid March 2017   |    7

The Reason God Put Me Here

I don't know how to say it, but somehow it seems to me 
That maybe we are stationed where God wants us to be. 

That the little place I'm filling is the reason for my birth 
And just to do the work I do, He sent me down to earth. 

If God had wanted otherwise I reckon He'd have made 
Me just a little different, Of worse or better grade. 

And since God knows and understands all things of land and sea, 
I fancy that he placed me here just where he wanted me. 

Sometimes I get to thinking, as my labor I review, 
That I should like a higher place with greater things to do. 

But I come to the conclusion when the envying is stilled, 
That the post to which God sent me is the post he wanted filled. 

So I plod along and struggle in the hope, when day is through, 
That I really am necessary to the things God wants to do. 

And there isn't any service I can give which I should scorn, 
For it may be just the reason God allowed that I be born.
                                                                                                         Barry Adams

On Saturday 19 November, at 
l’Église Évangélique Libre in 

Bergerac, a wonderful day of praise, 
bible study and prayer was organised 
by Lydie France, an international 
Christian organisation dedicated 
to encouraging women on their 
spiritual walk with The Lord to pray 
together for the world, their country 
and their church. 

Twenty-six French and English 
ladies attended the day where the 
hymns sung were alternate verses 
in French and English, and French 
and English speakers, prayers and 
conversations were all translated. 
One participant reported “a truly 
peaceful and spiritual day filled 
with joy, fellowship and practical 
exercises to improve our prayer life 
with God and so better enable Him 
to transform our lives.” As a bonus, 
the sun shone and the lunch was 
delicious too!

Around theDiocese:

A HAPPY EPIPHANY

Across the diocese 6th 
January 2017 is celebrated 
as the Feast of the 
Epiphany or, with the 
licence of myth and legend 
through the centuries, the 
arrival of the three kings.

On the Mediterranean 
coast of Spain the kings 
arrive on the seafront at 
Alcossebre, on the Costa 
Azahar, north of Valencia. 

Led by the local town band 
the kings, Melchior, Gaspar 
and Balthazar ride in horse 
drawn carriages, each with their 
courtiers walking ahead of them. 
They arrive in the local Roman 
Catholic Church and each kiss the 
image of baby Jesus in the stable 
before they hand out presents to 
excited youngsters.  

A ROUSING WELCOME FOR A NEW CANON IN THE 
DIOCESE
The Pro-Cathedral of Holy Trinity Brussels hosted a formal welcome service for 
Canon Leslie Nathaniel as he was officially installed (quite literally – into his 
stall of St Henry of Finland).

At the service on 24 November 2016, his friends and colleagues gathered to 
support him as he undertook this new ministry. Bishop Robert officiated, and 
there was coffee in the Pro-Cathedral Church House afterwards.

Canon Leslie is in his first 
few months as Chaplain 
in Hamburg after a 
distinguished period of 
service as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s International 
Ecumenical Secretary and 
European Secretary of the 
Council for Christian Unity.  

Ed: I think most of you will recognise the clergyman on the right of the photo!

CTBI - not simply about 
Britain and Ireland! 
Why is a bishop in Europe a trustee of 
the Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland (CTBI)? A good question. Of 
course the basic reason is because 
the Church of England is a member 
of this ecumemical instrument. But 
beyond this, the work of CTBI takes 
on many international dimensions, 
not least in its advocacy and support 
for refugees and migrants. This is 
an issue which transcends national 
or regional boundaries as we in the 
diocese are well aware. CTBI also 
has historic and fruitful partnership 
relations with Churches in the 
Middle East (where Christians must 
not slip from our sight in the midst 
of current conflicts), as well as in 
other regions such as Sri Lanka and 
China. 

A meeting of the trustees has just 
concluded in Leeds. The agenda 
ranged from communication of the 
Churches' work in a digital age, to 
refugees and migrants, to theological 
questions related to inter-religious 
dialogue. Also, we did some work on 
an exciting proposal to bid for the 
next General Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) in 2021 
to be hosted by the British and Irish 
Churches in Glasgow. We hope that 
the WCC Central Committee will 
find our proposal to be an attractive 
one when it comes to decide the 
venue at its next meeting.

Churches in our diocese will find a 
host of very useful resources, such as 
Lent courses, theological reflections, 
and ideas for programmes and 
action on the CTBI website: https://
ctbi.org.uk/

The Moderator of CTBI is my 
good friend and colleague Bishop 
Angaelos of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church.

Bishop David



 Spreading the Word                                                                                                  February/mid March 2017   |    8     Spreading the Word                                                                                                    February/mid March 2017   |    9

Belloc Retreat
25th - 28th May, 2017

“Holding Fast - Then and Now”
Speaker:  Rev’d Tony Lomas 

The dates for the Chaplaincy Retreat at 
Belloc have now been confirmed as Thursday 25th May until Sunday 28th 

May.  As in previous years, there will be two booking options allowing you to 
attend all or part of the retreat as best suits you.  

As this year’s retreat will begin on Ascension Day, we will be exploring the 
Chaplaincy theme of “Hold Fast” through the eyes of Jesus’ disciples as they 
lived through those first days between Ascension and Pentecost.  This was a 
time of huge change for them, and we might imagine their emotions of sadness, 
confusion and concern mixed with excitement and expectation as they awaited 
the promised gift from God.

That’s the ‘Then’!  So what about the ‘Now’?

We will also be exploring how, through the gift of the Holy Spirit, times of 
change and concern today might also be transformed into times of growth and 
excitement.  With a mix of teaching, study and reflection there will be ample 
opportunity for everyone to engage fully with the theme in the manner that best 
suits their own needs and journey.

For those arriving on Thursday afternoon, the first 24 hours will be a time 
of quiet (not necessarily silent) retreat.  We will use that time to absorb the 
atmosphere of Belloc, reflecting on how the monastic life gives strength and 
encouragement to the brothers and sisters of the Benedictine orders.

From Friday evening, we will start the more structured part of the retreat with 
teaching sessions and discussion each day, some time for praise and worship 
and, of course, some free time to enjoy the beautiful surroundings.

I hope that this will allow all of us plenty of time for joyful fellowship, informal 
discussions, enjoying Belloc’s surroundings, participating in communal worship, 
etc.  Besides there will be music...noisy meals... silence for those who choose to 
be silent...Although we pray for a rich experience, we also aim for a light touch...

The cost of the  weekend has not increased from last year (Thu/Sun - 125€ 
or Fri/Sun - 90€) and a booking form can be download from the Chaplaincy 
website at http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/images/stories/pdf_
files/2017bellocbookingform.pdf.   Please send your completed booking forms 
and cheques to Amy Owensmith no later than 12th May 2017.

 “It’s easy to get to Belloc, the hard part is leaving”. For more details, please phone 
Amy Owensmith: 06 07 04 07 77.

I look forward to spending this time with you.

Blessings,

Tony

Planting your Spring Garden
For the Garden of your Daily Living

Plant 3 rows of peas
1. Peace of Mind
2. Peace of Heart
3. Peace of Soul

Plant 4 rows of Squash
1. Squash Gossip 
2. Squash Indifference
3. Squash Grumbling
4. Squash  Selfishness

Plant 4 rows of Lettuce
1. Lettuce be Faithful
2. Lettuce be kind
3. Lettuce be patient
4. Lettuce really love another

No Garden is complete without 
Turnips
1. Turnip for meetings
2. Turnip for service
3. Turnip to help one another

To conclude our Garden we must 
have Thyme
1. Thyme for each other
2. Thyme for family
3. Thyme for Friends

Water freely with Patience and 
cultivate with Love.

There is much fruit in your garden 
because you reap what you sow.  

Anne Penfold is once again working 
as a volunteer  for Mercy Ships, this 
time based in Benin. 

Thursday 5th Jan 2017

We start the working day 
with worship, singing, 

accompanied with drums and hand 
clapping. Prayer and requests for 
help from God to serve the waiting 
line to the best of our abilities.

Our clinic is a series of interlocked 
box like buildings within a high 
walled compound guarded day and 
night, apart from walking across 
the airport car park I haven’t really 
been in the city at all, not that I have 
any real desire to be out in the dusty 
wind, called the Harmattan, full of 
sand coming south from the Sahara, 
hopefully won’t go on for too long.

Arriving back on the ship at the end of 
the day has some added interest. The 
guards at the port gate carry a gadget 
which is directed at our foreheads. 
Taking our temperatures every time 
we come back onto the ship. They 
are looking for 38 degrees. The ship 
has installed a ‘hand washing station’ 
on the dock side. As we know the 
best way to control cross infection. 
It seems to have worked as there 
has been a huge reduction in ship 
wide colds and coughs, and bouts of 
‘gastro’. We of course all know that 
they are keeping a look out for the 
dreaded Ebola and Lassa fevers.

After dinner this evening, the lead 
eye surgeon from Texas and a veteran 
with Mercy Ships, gave an open talk 
about the work of the eye team not 
just operating on 40 patients a day, but 
mentoring local ophthalmologists. 
They work alongside him for the first 
3 days of the week and then he goes 
with them to the hospital and works 
in their clinic. The technique he uses 
of opening a small incision in the 
eye, 6-8 mm,  removing the cataract, 
cleaning the debris and inserting 
a lens, takes about 10 minutes, 
under local anaesthetic, doesn’t 
require expensive machinery, has 
a phenomenal success rate and the 
eye heals itself. One day with an eye 
patch. 

He spoke of new technology though, 
that gives the surgeon a virtual eye to 
work on, much like a flight simulator 
and reduces the training from 
months to weeks. The ship gathers 
all the patients to a party every 6 
weeks, nearly 1000 people! They 
share their stories with the crew, 
nurses and surgeons. If ever the 
volunteers wondered about whether 
they were making a difference, this 
gathering dispels all their doubts. 
The surgeon giving the lecture was 
in tears himself whilst retelling of 
the joy, the tales of changed lives, 
restored families and fortunes. Mind 
you I have no wish to be present in 
the operating theatre, I gather some 
of the very strongest and bravest 
come over ‘all peculiar’ at the sight if 
a scalpel being inserted into the eye 
of a conscious patient……      

It isn’t all work here on Africa Mercy, 
we have the weekends to ourselves in 
the dental team. Last Saturday we 
hired a guide and a mini bus to take 
us to Ouidah, a town about an hour’s 
drive away. Marked now for all time 
as the place where over 1.8 million 
African men and women were sold to 
European slave traders. There is now 
a memorial on the beach 4km from 
the town, ‘The Gate of No Return’. We 
visited the museum, housed in what 
was one of 4 large forts, manned by 
the military from the major slave 
trading countries, Britain, Denmark, 
Portugal and Holland.  The acquired 
slaves were held in chains in the open 
courtyards for sometimes months 
awaiting the ships. They were then 
required to walk down to the coast, 
their shackles and weakness usually 
made this a day long experience. The 
beach and the sea is treacherous. We 
were a very sober group by the end 
of the visit, as you can imagine.  

Benin, by the middle of the 1600’s 
was one of the largest and wealthiest 
Kingdoms in West Africa, much 
bigger than it is now. Our guide, 
patiently answered a myriad of 
questions. He spoke at length about 
the lack of education, even today. The 
language of Benin is Fon. The first 
bible in their own tongue arrived in 

2014. 12,000 bibles were distributed 
at a ceremony attended by a huge 
gathering of Benin Christians. There 
are many Catholics in Benin as well, 
but many continue their Voodoo 
practices as well as attending church.  

And finally the Ponseti clinic have 
had a party for the first 11 children to 
be cured of club foot. The technique 
of plaster casts and shoe braces 
changed every week, is bringing 
happy smiles to the children who 
are now running along the dock for 
the first time in their lives, God Bless 
them!

Articles wanted!
Your editor is always looking 

for interesting items to 
feature in this magazine.

We all come from such varied 
backgrounds, 

let’s share some of our 
experiences.

It’s great to share knowledge 
of anything you think will 

interest others.

Please send your items 
to the Editor 

SOON!!
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The ‘Le Mouret’ Quiet Garden
When Ian and Mary Roberts bought their farmhouse in 2002, the dream they had 
was that it should be a place where those who felt in need of healing, restoration 
and refreshment could come and enjoy peace and tranquillity.

From 2013 to 2015, Le Mouret was part of the worldwide ‘Quiet Gardens’ 
movement. Although, they are not now part of that organisation, the gardens 
and surroundings will still be open on the First Tuesday of each month (May to 
October), 10.00am-4.00pm for any who would like to come and enjoy time in 
quietness, and to spend time with God. Coffee, tea, soft drinks and biscuits will 
be available throughout the day, and there are plenty of secluded corners with 
benches, or garden chairs to position where you want.

This is an opportunity to take up Jesus' recommendation to 'come away by 
yourselves and rest awhile' (Mark 6:31). Bring your Bible, a notebook, sketchbook, 
camera, a good book or just yourself, and spend some time alone with God in 
beautiful, peaceful surroundings. Come any time between 10.00am-4.00pm. 
Coffee, Tea and soft drinks provided. If you want to join for lunch, let us know. 
If you need prayer, 
we'd love to pray 
with you. 

If you are planning 
to come, please 
contact us (05 62 
68 38 77 or email: 
maryandianroberts@
gmail.com) and if 
you have not been 
to Le Mouret before 
we’d be happy to give 
you directions (we 
are approximately 
2km south-west of 
Condom).

Pancakes
Six-year-old Dan decided one Saturday 
morning to fix his parents pancakes. 
He found a big bowl and spoon, pulled 
a chair to the counter, opened the 
cupboard and pulled out the heavy flour 
canister, spilling it on the floor.

He scooped some of the flour into the 
bowl with his hands, mixed in most of 
a cup of milk and added some sugar, 
leaving a floury trail on the floor which 
by now had a few tracks left by his kitten.

Dan was covered with flour and 
getting frustrated. He wanted this to be 
something very good for Mom and Dad, 
but it was getting very bad.

He didn't know what to do next, 
whether to put it all into the oven or 
on the stove, and he didn't know how 
the stove worked! Suddenly, he saw his 
kitten licking from the bowl of mix and 
reached to push her away, knocking 
the egg carton to the floor. Frantically, 
he tried to clean up this monumental 
mess but slipped on the eggs, getting his 
pajamas white and sticky.

Just then he saw Dad standing at the 
door. Big crocodile tears welled up 
in Dan's eyes. All he'd wanted to do 
was something good, but he'd made a 
terrible mess. He was sure a scolding 
was coming, maybe even a spanking. 
But his father just watched him.

Then, walking through the mess, he 
picked up his crying son, hugged him 
and loved him, getting his own pajamas 
white and sticky in the process. That's 
how God deals with us. We try to do 
something good in life, but it turns into 
a mess. Our marriage gets all sticky, we 
insult a friend, we can't stand our job, or 
our health goes sour.

Sometimes, we just stand there in tears 
because we can't think of anything else 
to do. That's when God picks us up and 
loves us and forgives us, even though 
some of our mess gets all over Him. But 
just because we might mess up, we can't 
stop trying for God or for others. Sooner 
or later, we'll get it right, and then they'll 
be glad we tried.

February Cooking 
         with Frances Pengelly

There is no doubt about it.   You 
are what you eat.   Learning that 

80% of people between the ages of 
40 and 60 are overweight, drink 
too much and don’t take enough 
exercise is frightening.   Living here 
in France obesity does not seem 
quite so devastating as it does in UK.   
However, the French are gradually 
losing their head start, and one sees 
extremely obese people around.   
What fascinates me about all this is 
that individuals who are overweight 
don’t seem to mind too much.  We 
might sort a diet out for them, but 
they really are not that bothered 
about the situation.   I suppose if you 
start bad eating at an early age, you 
just go on eating things that make 
you fat because in the end you cannot 
live without them.   Anyway, life is 
too short, and an extra shortbread 
biscuit twice a day seems such a small 
deal.   Stepping on the scales this 
morning revealed that my weight 
was up a little.   Bad news, because 
it is so cold and muddy, I cannot or 
will not do anything in the garden 
at this time of year.   Gardening is a 
sure friend of the weight loser.

We should all be aware of what we eat. 
It’s not just obesity that causes food 
intake problems.  Many foods cause 
allergies: eggs and nuts we know can 
be difficult.   If you have a potassium 
problem, which sometimes happens 
with elderly people, who find 
difficulty in absorbing potassium, it 
is wise to look up the potassium value 
on certain foods.   Both high and low 
readings can affect the heart and 
muscles in the body.  Surprisingly 
sometimes a heart specialist does 
not always check the potassium 
level in the patient’s diet.   Diabetics 
have problems with sugar, one must 
remember that there is much sugar 
in alcohol as well as so many foods.   
General drinking can become an 
enormous problem and before 
you know it you are completely 
dependant on it.  If you are prone 

to putting on weight and have bad 
knees you really need to review your 
diet; it is really necessary to take the 
weight off that part of your body.

After all this thought about food 
and exercise, it’s time to see what 
February brings us in the way of 
fresh food to pep us up and get the 
old body working.   

Soup was my first thought.   Beetroot 
and Apricot Swirl.   Both these 
ingredients are super good foods for 
you. Beetroot which strangely, has a 
strong  oxygenating effect on your 
blood and dried apricots are high 
in potassium.  In a pan cook 4 large 
beetroots and half an onion for 10 
minutes then blitz.   Using the other 
half of the onion, 200g dried apricots 
and 250ml orange juice, heat until 
soft and blitz.   Reheat the two pans 
and swirl the contents together.   This 
is a rich colourful soup.   

I love fish soup, it’s very satisfying.   
Salmon Chowder is another rich, 
good tastingi soup. Salmon is known 
to be one of the most potassium rich 
fishes. Melt 20g butter in a pan and 
add a chopped leek, one onion and 

one small bulb of chopped fennel.   
Cook until soft then stir in 25g plain 
flour making a roux adding 1.75 
litres of fish or chicken stock and 
2 cubed medium potatoes, reduce 
heat and simmer until tender.   Add 
450g boneless, skinless salmon, cut 
into cubes simmer for 2 – 3 minutes 
or until just cooked.   Finally stir 
in 120ml whipping cream and 30g 
chopped dill.

During the winter and spring we 
can still eat salads, they are not just 
for summer and can be delicious 
with good dressings and some basic 
protein.   Roasted vegetables can play 
their part in this, peppers, squashes, 
boiled potatoes can all be mixed up 
with herbs and interesting dressings.  
Parsley Salad is a fresh and tangy way 
of introducing greenery to the diet.   
Just cut flat-leaf parsley into strips 
add a small lettuce, put into a salad 
bowl, add a tablespoon of minced 
chives, a tablespoon of roasted pine 
nuts and a lemon dressing.   

Eggs, fish, especially mackerel and 
ricotta cheese are all light and help 
with weight problems.   You can eat 
like a king if you are on a low calorie 
diet.

HOW COME THE WAITRESS GETS 
15% AND GOD ONLY GETS 10%?

Have you looked 
at the Chaplaincy 
website lately?    

Sermons, Events, Photos, 
general information 

and lots more.  Amy & 
Charlotte work hard to 
keep it updated so why 

not check it out on a 
regular basis!

Come and see at
www.

churchinaquitaine.
org

Some lines to make you smile

1. My husband and I divorced 
over religious differences. He 
thought he was God and I didn’t.

2. I don’t suffer from insanity -- I 
enjoy every minute of it!

3. Don’t take life too seriously -- 
no one gets out alive.

4. I’m not a complete idiot -- 
some parts are missing!

5. Being “over the hill” is much 
better than being under it.

6. Wrinkled was not one of the 
things I wanted to be when I grew 
up.
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MY FRIEND NEIL
Last night, December 4th, an old 
man died in a Birmingham street. 
He was Russian. He died of hunger 
and cold.

How can this be? 

We have agencies here trying to 
cope with the growing number of 
homeless people in our affluent 
and beautiful city. Agencies, like 
'Midland Heart', our own St Martin's 
Church and probably many others 
try to help, but the numbers of 
homeless are growing.

I am getting to know some of their 
names.

Some are addicted to drugs, 
others like my friend, Neil, need 
antidepressants, but doesn't 'do' 
illegal drugs. He gets no benefits 
and sleeps rough. He relies on food 
by begging for money. I know a lot 
about his history and he is a good 
man who has become alienated from 
'normal' life after his parents went 
to live in Portugal; he couldn't find 
work and ended up like this.

Tonight, I met him again, just as our 
German Market was closing down. 
He always cries out 'Hello, Jennifer! 
How's Jack?'  

He kisses me on the cheek.

He was carrying a rucksack with 
some bedding in. Tonight he has 
managed to find the £17 he needs 
to pay for a bed in the hostel, but he 
doesn't always get that amount, so 
sleeps rough, whatever the weather. 

He always needs to have some change 
on him to be able to buy a cup of 
tea, which in turn permits him to 
use the toilet in the cafe, which is 
only available to genuine customers. 
There are now no public toilets in the 
town centre.

He is upset as I was, about the Russian 
who died. His opinion of the various 
services who work on these streets, 
isn't very high. He believes that some 
spend too much time in their offices 
doing administration, not enough 
out 'on the beat,' as it were. 

I do know that his parents left him to 

go to live in Portugal. My blood runs 
cold - that could have been one of 
our sons, given different conditions, 
had they been more vulnerable.

Once, on a medical course in Prague 
we had a lecture from a pediatrician 
who gave us all this piece to read and 
to consider:

THE  STARFISH  

Once upon a time there was a wise 
man, who used to go to the ocean 
to do his writing.   He had a habit 
of walking on the beach before he 
began his work.

One day he was walking along the 
shore. As he looked down the beach, 
he saw a human figure moving like a 
dancer. He smiled to himself to think 
of someone who would dance today.
So he began to walk faster  to catch 
up.

As he got closer, he saw that it was 
a young man and the young man 
wasn't dancing, but instead he was 
reaching down to the shore, picking 
up something and very gently 
throwing it into the ocean.

As he got closer he called out, "Good 
morning! What are you doing?" 

"Throwing starfish in the ocean. The 
sun is up and the tide is going out. 
And if I don't throw them in they'll 
die."

"But, young man, don't you realize 
that there are miles and miles of 
beach and starfish all along it. You 
can't possibly make a difference!" 

The young man listened politely. 
Then bent down, picked up another 
starfish and threw it into the sea, past 
the breaking waves and said- 

"It made a difference for that one."

God help Neil, and others like him 
-  can you?

Please email me if you think you 
could help  :jgrayalacroix@wanadoo.
fr
or contact Midland Heart: www.
midlandheart.org.uk/

©Jennifergray 2016

LOST MAN

A man had been lost 
and walking in the 
desert for about five 
days. One hot day, he 
comes to the home 
of a preacher. Tired 
and weak, he crawls 
up to the house and 
collapses on the 
doorstep. The preacher takes him 
in and nurses him back to health.

Feeling better, the man asks the 
preacher for directions to the 
nearest town. The preacher tells 
him the directions, and offers to 
lend him his horse to make it. The 
preacher says, "However, there is a 
special thing about this horse. You 
have to say 'Thank God' to make it 
go and 'Amen' to make it stop."

Anxious to get to town, the man 
says, "Sure, okay," and gets on 
the horse. He says, "Thank God" 
and sure enough, the horse starts 
walking. A bit later he says louder, 
"Thank God, Thank God," and the 
horse starts trotting. Feeling really 
brave, the man says, "Thank God! 
Thank God! THANK GOD!" and the 
horse is soon up to a full run!

About then he realizes he's heading 
for a huge cliff and yells, "Whoa!" 
But the horse doesn't even slow! 
It's coming up REAL QUICK and he's 
doing everything he can to make the 
horse stop. "Whoa, stop, hold on!" 
Finally he remembers, "AMEN!!!"

The horse stops a mere two inches 
from the cliff's edge, almost 
throwing him over its head. The 
man, panting and heart racing, 
wipes the sweat from his face and 
leans back in the saddle. "Oh!" he 
said, gasping for air, "Thank God." 

The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW Mike Duncan   05 53 91 30 64 
 Tony Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 
ML Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC Sheila Marshall     05 53 90 95 69

Christmas events
We started Advent with a traditional service of Advent Carols lead by Sheila Marshall and Revd Tony Lomas followed by a 
time of fellowship over refreshments in the Upper Room.

Our Service of Lessons and Carols was rather earlier than usual this year, on the 9th December, at Riberac church and lead 
by Revd Tony Lomas and Fr Philippe Doumenge. The Variations Choir were accompanied at the organ by Keith Lowe and 
on flute by Jill Balfour and lead us in our singing of traditional Christmas Carols. The congregation was made up of folk 
from our own church and from the Roman Catholic and Eglise Reformée churches. A wonderful opportunity to share 
worship and fellowship with friends old and new, and of course, followed by mince pies and mulled wine.

After many years of Shirley and Brian Cook providing us with an 
opportunity to sing Carols and enjoy afternoon tea at their home, 
for which we thank them, 
sadly, they have decided not 
to continue and enjoy a well 
earned rest. Quite by chance, 
though, we were able to 
accept an offer by Dan Jones 
to arrange a Jazz Carol event. 

Our thanks are due to Helen 
and James Gray who made their home available to us, to the St Laurent Jazz Quartet 
for the music, and to all those who provided delicious food and wine. About 60 of us 

Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

Services February/mid-March
Sunday 5 February  10:30 Service of the Word   Janis Adams
Sunday 5 February  16:00 Evensong    Sheila Marshall
Wednesday 8 February  11:00 BCPHoly Communion  Revd Brian Davies
Sunday 12 February*  10:30 Holy Communion   Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 19 February  10:30 Family Service    Patrick Sturges
Sunday 26 January  10:30 Holy Communion   Revd Brian Davies
Ash Wednesday 1 March 11:00 Holy Communion   Revd Tony Lomas
Friday 3 March   16:00 World Day of Prayer. Ecumenical Service at Ribérac Hospital Chapel
Sunday 5 March  10:30 Service of the Word  Madeleine Holmes
Sunday 5 March  16:00 Evensong    Sheila Marshall
Wednesday 8 March  11:00 BCP Holy Communion  Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 12 March  10:30 Holy Communion   Revd Peter Jordan & Ven. Meurig Williams

Please join us for tea and coffee across the road
in the Upper Room after each of the Sunday services

*Our Annual Church Meeting will follow this service, and then those who can stay will gather for a 
Bring-and-Share lunch in the Upper Room.

Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass. 
We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of bread and wine which will be supplied
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enjoyed an entertaining, fun filled evening on the 17th December and proceeds from the event were donated to the Bishop’s 
Advent Appeal along with the offertory from the Riberac Carol Service.

On Christmas Day we had a full church and enjoyed meeting friends and relatives visiting family living in France. Revd 
Brian Davies presided at the Eucharist.

Berlin Wall: symbol of reconciliation for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
A fragment of the Berlin wall, in the shape of a cross, was used as a symbol of the need for reconciliation during the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

A particularly ‘special’ Ecumenical service took place in the Hospital Chapel in 
Ribérac, underlining the warmth of friendship and fellowship with our brothers 
and sisters from the Roman Catholic and Eglise Réformée congregations. The 
service was led by Revd Tony Lomas, Père Philippe, Sheila Marshall and Pasteur 
Pierrot Munch who gave a moving and thought-provoking homliy.

This year’s theme ‘Reconciliation – the 
Love of Christ Compels us’ (2 Cor. 5.14) 
focused upon the main concerns of the 
churches marked by Martin Luther’s 
Reformation and a recognition of the pain 
of the subsequent deep divisions that afflicted the unity of the Church. As well as 
looking back 500 years, a more recent symbol of division was used - the Berlin Wall 
- to reflect on the meaning of reconciliation. 

During the service a symbolic wall was constructed, and as each sin was named 
‘lack of love’, ‘hate and contempt’, ‘false accusation’, ‘discrimination’, ‘persecution’, 
‘broken communion’, ‘intolerance’, ‘religious wars and conflicts’, ‘division’, ‘abuse of 

power’, ‘isolation’, ‘pride’, a ‘stone’ was brought forward. Following a prayer for reconciliation the wall was dismantled, and 
the ‘stones’ were laid in the shape of a cross. The Berlin Wall was brought down by ordinary people lighting a candle and 
saying a prayer. May we be compelled by the love of Christ to live reconciled lives and to break down the walls that divide.

The Annual Church Meeting will be Sunday 12th February. 
Nominations for office gladly accepted - We need a Treasurer, Pastoral Care Co-ordinator, Fund-raiser and Local Warden. 

Archdeacon Meurig to visit Aquitaine
On Sunday 12th March, as part of a weekend visit to the Chaplaincy, the Ven. Meurig Williams, Archdeacon of France, will 
be presiding and preaching at the Communion service at 10:30am in Bertric Burée church.  The service will be followed by 
a Bring and Share lunch in the Upper Room to which all are welcome.  If you would like to help by providing food or drink 
for the meal it would be helpful if you could contact Mike Duncan on 05 53 91 30 64.

Israel

Tony Thomas writes: 
Last year I once again led a party of Christians on a Bible study tour of Israel.  
You can read the story and see some photos of that trip her: http://www.
dronnevalleychurch.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Israel2016.pdf
I am leading another tour from 7th to 17th June 2017.  This is with Oak Hall 
Expeditions, who also have tours on other dates during the summer.  For those 
who are interested you can find out more here: www.oakhall.co.uk/israel/israel

Services February/mid-March
Sunday Feb. 5th     10.30    Family Communion     Revd David Kirby
                                               followed by a Bring and Share Lunch
         15.00    Anglican Madagascan Service   Revd David Kirby and 
                           Stephen Razafindratsima
Sunday Feb. 12th    10.30    Family Communion     Revd David Kirby
  This will be David's last service with us. Please join us with thanks for his 
  wonderful teaching and service in Bordeaux. 
Sunday Feb. 19th    10.30    Family Communion      Revd Anthony Lomas
Sunday Feb. 26th    10.30    Family Communion     Revd Peter Jordan
Wed March 1st        19.30   Holy Communion      Revd Peter Jordan
Sunday March 5th      10.30   Family Communion      Revd Peter Jordan
                                                                    followed by a Bring and Share Lunch
            15.00    Anglican Madagascan Service   Revd Peter Jordan and 
                             Stephen Razafindratsima
Sunday March 12th   10.30    All Age Worship               Revd Deacon Charlotte Sullivan 
             followed by the Bordeaux Church Annual Meeting

Sunday School Dates: Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, March 5, 
Sunday School and Youth Group For more information, feel free to contact Anne Sharp (05 57 88 46 24), or Kit Seguin 
(05 57 64 82 41 or kmms2801@gmail.com)

In addition to checking out the Chaplaincy website www.churchinaquitaine.org
for updated and new articles on our church life,

please surf to the Bordeaux Church website: www.anglicanbordeaux.org
Visit and “like” our facebook pages: EnglishAnglicanChurchBordeaux 

Wine and Words – Bordeaux
Join our Anglican Church Choir – Bordeaux facebook group 

twitter: @anglicanbdx

Entrance to the Assomption grounds. Everyone knows the expression "If there's a will, there's a way". Well, our 
Chaplain, the Revd Anthony Lomas, found an even better reference, this one biblical, which he included in a recent sermon! 
"Small is the gate …" 

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 
But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.                                       Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV)

A big thank you to all of the gate keepers who stand outside in the sunshine, rain, wind and cold temperatures to allow 
worshippers to enter through those narrow gates!

Looking ahead!
Until we meet again! We give thanks for the Lord's provision of ministry to the Bordeaux 
congregation. Heartfelt thanks to the Revd David and Margaret Kirby who have nurtured the 
hearts and minds of the Bordeaux Church over the past three months. We wish them the very best 
in their future endeavours and look forward to seeing them again.

For … once in Bordeaux, there's apparently the desire to return, for which we rejoice! Revd Peter 
and Barbara Jordan will be back with us in late-February for a second three month period. Thanks 
be to God for their commitment to us.

Local Committee Meeting on Sunday, February 5th

World Day of Prayer on Friday, March 3rd in Cap Ferret and perhaps with the religious community at the Assomption. 
More information will be provided at Sunday services and on the website.

Bordeaux   
(33) Chapelle de l’Assomption,   
370 bd Président Wilson,   (opposite 
the British Consulate).

CW    Peter Luson         05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10 69 17  
      Nellie Salvi               05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
      Pamela Prior            05 56 59 67 34/06 75 80 03 86
ML    Lindsay Megraud   05 56 96 44 17
PC     Rhian Foreau     05 56 36 99 63



 Spreading the Word                                                                                                  February/mid March 2017   |    16     Spreading the Word                                                                                                    February/mid March 2017   |    17

Bordeaux Church Annual Meeting.  Sunday, March 12th immediately following the service

Chaplaincy and Chap-Aid Annual General Meetings. Saturday, April 8th, in Monteton

Activities & Opportunities
Pray for the Chaplaincy and for the Bordeaux Church in this New Year 2017. May the unfolding of God’s 
words give light (Ps. 119:130) and this light shine in our hearts (2 Cor. 4:6).

Think about joining the Electoral Roll. All regular worshippers at the church are invited to be members of the Electoral Roll 
in order to have a full voting rights at annual meetings including the Chaplaincy Annual Meeting. Forms are available (at 
no cost!) at the back of the church on Sunday mornings. Your presence amongst us is already a huge blessing.

Bible Study Group. A hearty welcome to those who are interested in meeting in Bordeaux on Friday evenings - except 
when Wine & Words is scheduled. If you would like to join this group or start one in your area, please contact Christine 
Rychlewski: alienor1153@yahoo.com or 06 81 85 72 97

Picnic Play Reading Group. The Picnic Play-Reading Group meets once a month to read a play - no need to be 
a professional! We are always happy to welcome more members to this worthwhile fellowship activity which follows a 
bring and share picnic. The next gathering will be on Sunday, February 19th followed by Sunday, March 19th. For more 
information and confirmation of the dates, please contact Pamela (pamela.i.prior@gmail.com, 06 75 80 03 86).  

Wine and Words Group. Wine and Words is a monthly discussion group that will meet on Friday evening, February 
10th for Pancake making (yum!) in the Bordeaux town centre. Moving on to March, there will be a gathering on March 
10th to discuss "Are we generous enough?". Contact Christine Rychlewski: alienor1153@yahoo.com or 06 81 85 72 97 for more 
information and to join our mailing list (we also have a Facebook group: Wine and Words Bordeaux).

The Kids' Choir meets immediately after every service for a 15 minute practice. Please encourage your children to join 
in on the fun and take time for yourself to chat and have a cup of coffee. 

The Adult Choir has choir practices on Saturday afternoons from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. All voices (S-A-
T-B) are welcome so come along and see what it's all about. A good time is ensured. The New Year has just started so 
make it your resolution! To be put on the choir mailing list, please contact Richard at a Sunday service or write to info@
anglicanbordeaux.org.

The Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand, a Bordeaux Church charity outreach, helps the less privileged all year long and is 
in great need of: clothes in good condition, non-perishable food and financial donations. All donations can be brought  to 
church on Sunday mornings. Thank you! Freda Perris (05 56 36 07 27) can provide further information.

News from the end of last year!
The end of the year festivities were grand – thanks to the hard work put in by so many. 
Bravo to the many hands and voices which led to wonderful fellowship and praise to the 
Lord in various fashions. From an Advent Evensong to the Christmas Bazaar to the Carol 
Service, Christmas Service and New Year's Day Service. Here's a quick overview of three 
of those gatherings …

Bordeaux Christmas Bazaar. Hats off to Pamela Prior and her extensive team who 
offered a glimpse of Anglican fellowship and Christmas cheer to everyone who made their way to the Refectory for our big 
Annual fundraiser on the first Saturday of December, in spite of the narrow gate and construction! Thanks too to Chaplain 
Tony Lomas and Ingrid who kindly travelled a long way to be a part of the welcoming team. 

Bordeaux Madagascan Carol Service. A memorable Madagascan Carol 
Service in Bordeaux was led by Stephen 
Razafindratsima, honoured by the presence 
of Margaret and the Revd David Kirby who 
read the Gospel in English and delivered 
the blessing. Four children participated in 
solo singing "See amid the winter’s snow" 
in Madagascan. It had been a long time for 
some of our friends to sing carols again in 
Madagascan. Revd David said at the end of 

the service: “The Chapelle is as cold as your singing is warm”.

Bordeaux Carol Service. Like every year, huge crowds gathered at, this year, a 
second wonderful Carol Service in Bordeaux, led by the Revd David Kirby. The service began with “Once in Royal David’s 
city” with the first verse sung by Timothé. A magnificent participation of the Choir was led by musical director, Richard 
Hunt. The Gospel was read in English by David and in French by Sister Marie-Valérie from the Assomption community, 
adding a nice ecumenical touch. The Sunday School and Kid’s Choir presented “Happy Birthday, Jesus” (by Carol Joy 
Cymbala) with a beautiful choreography prepared by Anne Sharp and the Sunday School teachers.

Correspondance from Hovig & Houry, Friends of the Bordeaux Church now in Lebanon. Please keep them 
in your prayers.

“To us a Savior is born”. Therefore we can rejoice in spite of difficulties.
Here everything is fine. Houry completed her studies from Verona (Italy) & I had been to Pasadena 
for 3 weeks, and had a nice time there with friends & church members which reminded me of the 
sweet Bordeaux days, with memories of our good times and positive impressions with the church 
family. These sweet memories are wrapped up in our hearts.
Here in Lebanon, during this Christmas season,  various choruses singing Christmas carols were 
held in different churches & we attended most of them. There is festive atmosphere everywhere.
A new year is likened to a blank book. The pen is in our hands. The secret of success is in turning 
that blank book into the best story we possibly can. We wish you Happy New Year 2016 and a book 
full of best stories ever written in your life.

News from the New Year!
Madagascan Anglican Joint Service in 
Toulouse. On January 8th our Madagascan 
friends went to Toulouse for a beautiful 
joint Holy Communion service with the 
English Anglican community and some 
Madagascan friends from Toulouse. The 
Epiphany Service was led by the Revd 
Jacqueline Rodwell and was followed by a 
bring and share lunch.
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Monteton 

     

 WE Paddy Atkinson 05 53 94 76 37
 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93

(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

Services February/mid-March
Sunday 12th February            10.30           Morning Prayer         Roger Verrall
Sunday 19th February            10.30           Prayer and Praise      David Albrecht  
Sunday 26th February            10.30           Holy Communion      The Chaplain   (service followed by the LAM)
Ash Wednesday 1st March    16.00          Holy Communion   The Chaplain
Sunday 12th March                 10.30          Morning Prayer          Roger Verrall

Please note that the service of Holy Communion on Sunday 26th February will be followed by our Local Annual Meeting/
Review. We are delighted that both the service and the meeting will be led by our Chaplain, Tony. We hope for a full 

church for this important annual event where reports will be given on the past year and elections for your Monteton 
Committee will be held. 
At present, Monteton does not have a designated Warden so we are always looking for new members to join the team, to 
help with the efficient running of the variety of services in this beautiful and ancient building and with the organising of 
other social events. Membership of the Committee is not arduous, you would be welcomed warmly and you would enjoy 
much good fellowship. We are a lively congregation whose history within the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine goes back a long way 
and whose choir, which sings regularly at services, is renowned in the region. Please contact any of the current Committee 
members for more information.

This year 2017 is a particularly important one for Monteton because we shall be marking our 40th Anniversary, so let’s get 
celebrating! Our congregation was the next in the Chaplaincy to be established after Bordeaux, all thanks to the efforts of 
Paddy Atkinson and her husband Barry. They undertook the necessary negotiations all those years ago with the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Agen and with the local Roman Catholic priest of the time, Abbe Grimaud, in order to be able to use the 
lovely Romanesque parish Church of Notre Dame at Monteton, which is also a listed building. Paddy is still very much with 
us as our Warden Emerita and plans are afoot for a summer of festivities! Please let us know if you have any particular ideas 
about how this key event could be celebrated, by contacting any member of the Committee.

The Chaplaincy Flyer is available at the back of the church. It gives details of events taking place in 2017 with dates for 
your diary and its format means it can be used as a Bookmark so that you do not miss out on any key events within the 
Chaplaincy.

Our exciting new Chaplaincy Facebook Page is entitled English Anglican Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine and is full of 
information about the Chaplaincy. We invite you to look at it and share it with family and friends; we intend to feature news 
and articles which are interesting and which are relevant to our Chaplaincy.

Ecumenical Corner. Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

→ For the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, our children and parents were invited 
to the Roman Catholic Church of Gradignan to participate in the Holy Communion 
service there. Revd David Kirby accompanied some members of the congregation and 
participated in the service. Last year, their children visited us at the Assomption and 
learned a little bit about “Anglicans”. Now it was our turn to learn about the “Roman 
Catholic Church”.

→ Worship leader Christine Rychlewski prepared a beautiful trilingual (English, 
German and French) service at the Assomption based on the theme "Reconciliation. 
The love of Christ compels us" as part of this special Week of Prayer.

Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Liz Oaten   05 53 05 42 76
CW Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09 
ML Liz Oaten   05 53 05 42 76
PC Lin Tarrant  05 53 91 26 38

Services February/mid-March
Sunday12th February    10.30    Family Service            Patrick Sturges                Négrondes
Sunday 19th February   10.30    Holy Communion       Father Stephen Traves     Chancelade
Sunday 26th February   10.30    Holy Communion       Revd Barrie Green           Négrondes
Sunday 12th March       10.30    Morning Worship        Madeleine Holmes          Négrondes
Sunday 19th March       10.30    Holy Communion        Revd Tony Lomas          Chancelade

19th March is the annual Centre meeting.     

As the last Magazine was sent by email and not a paper copy I am repeating the bit about Carol Services and Christmas. 
Being a bit of a hoarder I like to keep my paper copies for reference and it would be a shame not to have Christmas 

2016 in my stack!

It was a busy December for our small Centre. As we worship in 2 
separate churches we had 2 lovely Carol Services. The Chancelade 
Carol service is the bigger one as French people come to it as well 
as the English and the Variations Choir come to sing. But there is 
one disadvantage – lack of heating. Numbers have fallen, 105 this 
year. The most we have had is 225. Could this be because of the cold 
or that more people have moved back to the UK or died? This has 
affected our Centre in the last few years. But it is always a lovely 
service, led this year by our Chaplain, Tony, and Père Sebastien, the 
Prior of the Abbey, with Patrick Sturges. The Abbey is beautiful and 
was decorated with greenery and berries by Liz Oaten and Frances 
Pengelly. Veronica Dare Bryan and her helpers organised the party in 
the presbytery afterwards with the serving of mince pies and mulled 
wine.

The Négrondes Carol service is smaller and more intimate. The church is smaller and cosier as it’s heated. There were 30 
of us and the moving service was led by Chaplain Tony and LLM Patrick. Sparkling wine and finger foods, donated by the 
congregation, were served afterwards.

Christmas Day fell on a Sunday this year and Tony very kindly drove up to Négrondes to lead the Holy Communion 
Service. Several congregation members were away, with families and friends, so only 12 were present. But the Sermon was 
memorable, about gifts, involving a cracker and the pulling of it by Tony and Patrick!

It is Christian Unity Week as I write. Our local Centre’s Ecumenical Service 
was held last night, 19th January in the Protestant Temple, Périgueux, hosted 
by Pasteur Pierrot Munch. There were priests, ministers and congregation from 
all the local Christian religions in the area, Catholics, Protestant, Evangelists, 
Orthodox, Adventists etc. Father Stephen Traves and Patrick Sturges represented 
the Church of England. The theme was about building an obstructive wall 
from boxes marked with unpleasant things that the human race does, such as 
prejudice, hate, lies. Then the wall was rebuilt in the shape of a cross showing the 
opposite side of the boxes with words such as love, unity, equality, sharing. This is 
always a cheerful, friendly service with quite a bit of congregation participation 
in the way of short readings, singing and the lighting of candles. The service is 
followed by a finger food buffet and a chance to talk to each other, then there is 
a “conference” lecture after it (in French). 

The Centre’s Annual meeting will be after the Service in Chancelade on the 19th March. We are still looking for 2 Wardens 
and if we find them then we will need Committee members. Without Wardens or Committee, though we do have a volunteer 
for Treasurer, it will be extremely difficult to continue running as a Chaplaincy Centre.



 Spreading the Word                                                                                                  February/mid March 2017   |    20     Spreading the Word                                                                                                    February/mid March 2017   |    21

Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Ian Strachan  05 53 58 12 58
 Christine Scott  05 53 29 39 40
ML Ian Strachan  05 53 58 12 58
PC Jeff Bottger  05 53 31 84 08

Services for February/mid-March
Sunday 5 February   10.30         Prayer & Praise   Revd Charlotte Sullivan & David Wilton
Sunday 12 February   10.30       Holy Communion    Revd Barrie Green
Thursday 16 February   10.30     Holy Communion BCP  Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 19 February   10.30         Morning Worship    Chris Scott
Sunday 26 February   10.30        Holy Communion     Revd Gill Strachan
Wednesday 1 March  18.00         Ash Weds Holy Communion/Ashing   Revds Gill  & Charlotte 
Sunday 5 March   10.30                Prayer and Praise      Roger Cheale
Sunday 12 March   10.30              Holy Communion with Local Annual Meeting  Revd Gill Strachan
Thursday 16 March   10.30          Holy Communion BCP   Revd Gill Strachan

Meet the Missionary:
In late December our Fellowship Group invited Jemima Ooi, who last visited two years 
ago, to give us an update on her missionary work in the eastern region of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, one of the most volatile war zones in Africa. Here the mission 
charity ‘Justice Rising’ has teams of trained staff moving from village to village spreading 
the gospel, building schools, and meeting God in many unexpected places.

It was in the rain forests, near Goma in the eastern Congo, that a rebel fighter was heard 
shouting and threatening the villagers with a Kalashnikov. Rather than turn and flee the 
Pastor stood his ground and said to the rebel ‘ Would you like to pray with me ?’ What 
courage, what faith in God as the rebel dropped his weapon and knelt down in prayer.

At times Jemima felt she was living on the edge, in a void of human suffering, and far outside her comfort zone, yet God had 
spoken to her, God gave her strength and belief in herself to go forward as a Christian to serve and not count the cost. Her 
commitment and faith to work in the war zones of the Congo, the slums of Delhi and the refugee centres in Rwanda must 
be unparalleled. What an  experience for us to listen in awe of such a practising  Christian. Thank you Jemima.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – Abbey Church of St Avit Senieur .
Laudate  Omnes  Gentes Laudate  Dominum
Just as the winter pilgrims trekked their way across a frosty south-west France to Santiago di Compostella, so a goodly 
number of friends made their way to the high vaulted abbey church of St.Avit. In the very fresh air, the ecumenical singing 
reached great heights, thanks to the Limeuil Choir under Belinda’s dynamic direction,  and the air clouded with warm 
breath from the Laudate Dominum, and  Taize Kyrie and  Alleluias.

‘As the love of Christ Compels Us’ so prayers, chants and hymns saw the wall of sins built and slowly dismantled as a 
message to the world, and to a reflective chanting of ‘Bless the Lord, my soul’… What a celebration of ecumenism, just five 
hundred years after the beginning of the Protestant Reformation when Martin Luther is believed to have pinned the 95 
Indulgences to the door of Wittenberg Cathedral.  The air temperature may have been challenging (despite the under-seat 
heating) but the warmth of welcome and genuine desire for ecumenical outreach drew us all together in a very special way.

Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

The Limeuil  ‘A’ Team
The eleven week Alpha course was 
launched with a most convivial supper 
chez Charlotte. Team leaders briefed, the 
first of the Nicki Gumbel videos checked 
out, and with some new and a few ‘old’ 
faces , the opening discussion brought 
together friends of varying persuasions. 
Times ahead should be both challenging 
and stimulating. 

The Sound of Music 2017
Thinking ahead with service plans is one step, but the Limeuil Threesome have planned the whole year’s services and  
music, giving the year a renaissance  with Choral Evensong, Songs of Praise, Tenebrae, and for Good Friday an ‘At the Foot 
of the Cross’ Reflection.

Inspired by the profound spiritual response to the Iona Community and Taize services, the Revds Gill and Charlotte, and 
Belinda Patterson, Chef de Chorale,  plan  to further  diversify worship through the year and so reach out, we hope, to 
more people, English-speaking and French, the latter to Taize in particular.

Services February/mid-March
Sunday 19 February   11:00   Prayer & Praise
Sunday 19 March   11:00   Prayer & Praise Communion

Charlotte led a lovely service for us in the Salle on the 15th January.  
The reading was John 1:29 – 42. We are called to: come and see; 

go and tell; stay, where we receive and learn from him.
What are we looking for? Jesus doesn’t give full explanations, he invites 
us to come and we will see. Then, after we have encountered him, we are 
transformed so we go and tell others. It is important to spend time with 
Jesus, to stay at his feet, to rest in his presence, where he equips us to 
testify to others.  When we stay with him, we receive a fresh revelation 
of him. There are several stages to a full revelation. 

How do we do this? Well Jesus went from town to town having 
conversations. We need a deeper involvement in people’s lives, to know 
what they are looking for. We can open up the space so people can 
discover him. We are to live lives that point people to Jesus.

It is that time of year when our congregation are coming and going to warmer climates but we look forward to being 
reunited for our LAM in March.

Encouragement can work miracles. When you look for good in a person and express it, you motivate them. The last thing 
God told Moses to do was to encourage Joshua. We can all encourage each other and it is always appreciated. Let 2017 be a 
year when we continue to build each other up. 
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Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW Sue Torne  05 62 08 17 78
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML 
PC Liz Evans  05 62 06 59 75

Lot et Garonne: 
Allez 
Dondas
Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Helen Raphael              05 53 47 78  93

West of Villeneuve-sur-Lot.  

just off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  (on D245 north-east of Agen)  EnvalsSt Médard

Services February/mid-March
Sunday 05 February     11:00 Holy Communion Doudrac Rev Liz Morris
Tuesday 14 February   11:30 Holy Communion Envals  Rev Liz Morris
Sunday 19 February   10:30 Holy Communion Dondas  Rev Liz Morris
Ash Wednesday 01 March  16:00  Holy Communion   Doudrac
Sunday 05 March    11:00  Holy Communion   Doudrac
Tues 14 March     11:00  Holy Communion  Allez
Sunday 19 March    10:30  Morning Worship   Dondas

Please note:   Lunch will follow the service on Tuesday, 14th February at Envals.  If you would like to reserve a place, 
please contact Dave and Liz Rolfe on 05 53 01 78 76 or email: lizbatsarus@orange.fr.

Services February/mid-March
Thursday February 23rd 11.00 at the Pietat Chapel 
Service of Holy Communion followed by the Local Annual Meeting.

Ash Wednesday March 1st  11.00   An Act of Worship-The Wilderness.   Followed by a simple Lent lunch of soup and 
pudding.    At the home of Sue & Michael Torne, le Hour, Eauze 32800

Saturday March 11th at 11.00 at the Pietat Chapel a service to license Michael Torne as a Licensed Lay Minister.

Future events
On Thursday February 16th at  14.30 there is an opportunity to meet up, enjoy a cup of tea and maybe sponsor a cushion.  
At the home of Ann and Ron Benner, Maisonneuve, Rue Principal, Labarre.

Archdeacon Meurig to visit Aquitaine
On Saturday 11th March, the Ven. Meurig Williams, Archdeacon of France, will be coming down to Condom in order to 
license Michael Torne as a Licensed Lay Minister (the new name for a Reader).  The service will be at the Chapelle de Notre 
Dame de Piétat at 11am.  Michael’s licensing is the culmination of a lengthy training programme and will mark the start of 
Michael’s formal ministry amongst us.  We hope that as many people as possible will be able to attend to support Michael 
and Sue at this exciting time and to welcome our new Archdeacon on his first visit to the Chaplaincy.

And finally some lovely memories of the Annual Carol Service held jointly between the Anglican Church at Condom 
and the Roman Catholic Church at Vic Fezensac.:

 
 
 
 
 
 

invites you to a 

RESIDENTIAL SINGING 
WEEKEND 

 

9 – 11 JUNE 2017 
 

Directed by Adrian Lucas 
(Head of Choral Studies at the RSCM) 

at 

Renouveau Holiday Village 
83520 Roquebrune-sur-Argens, France 

 

 
 

Double (or more) occupancy of an apartment, per person, full board €235 
Single occupancy of an apartment, full board €270 

Non-residential rate (all meals) €140 
 

 

For bookings & information please contact: 
Shirley Rowson Tel: 04 94 50 38 46 / rscmfrance@gmail.com 

 
www.rscmfrance.org  

 

FRANCE 
 

Do you know who your Ancestors 
were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes 
to Chaplaincy Funds, Gill will research your 

ancestors and then provide you with a report 
and a family tree. 

Or why not make it a special gift for a 
relative?   

For more information speak to Gill Sweetman 
on 05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

 
Please visit this site and find out how you can support 
the Chaplaincy when you are making purchases online.

There is a huge number of UK retailers involved
with this scheme and it doesn’t cost you a penny more 

than you would be paying in any case.

The retailers involved make a donation to the Chaplaincy, 
through easyfundraising, in line with the amount 

of money you have spent.
How about your Christmas presents?

These qualify as well, just check that your  supplier is registered 
and follow the routine set out by easyfundraising.

Support group for expat citizens living in 
the 

EU after Brexit

Protecting the rights of expats after Brexit. A 
support and lobby group for UK expat citizens living 
in Europe concerned for their healthcare, pensions 

and education. Your family’s future, votes for life, 
representation in Parliament etc...

www.ecreu.com

Advertising rates per edition

Full page          60€
Half page         40€
Quarter page   20€
7cm x 5cm      15€

               Long-term booking discounts available
               Camera-ready artwork should be sent to 
               the Editor together with the appropriate 

      amount made payable to ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’. 

Faith makes a Christian.  Life proves a Christian.
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Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Revd. Anthony Lomas  0044 7793 564877     
8 Chemin de Garonna, 24240 Sigoules.        revtonylomas@gmail.com

Priests-in-Charge: 
Revd. Gillian Strachan           for the Limeuil and Ste Nathalene sectors
05 53 58 12 58   La Gravette, 24150 Bayac  gillstrachan@wanadoo.fr
Revd. Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51  Maison Neuve, Plaisance, 24560 Issigeac    cookingcurate@gmail.com
Revd. Peter Jordan    responsible for the Bordeaux sector
05 56 40 05 12  1 Lotissement de la Caussade, 33270 Floirac     anglican.bordeaux@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Revd. Bramwell Bearcroft  06 72 31 72 87 / 06 41 91 81 85      7, Place de la Halle, Villereal 47210          
        bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Revd. David Jones  05 53 94 71 81  Le Bourg, 47120 Loubès-Bernac    davidjjones47@yahoo.com
Revd. Ann & Revd. Michael Wooderson   05 53 06 39 76        15 rue des Ecoles, 24750 Trélissac        
Annwooderson@gmail.com   
Revd. Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90   La Petite Maison, Le Bourg Fontaines, 24320 Champagne et Fontaines   
brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’ds Angela and David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71   06 88 03 97 59

Sous le Figuier, Hameau de Manieu, 32100 Condom    rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Revd. Canon Tim Thompson  UK: 01526 320 171   FR: 05 53 91 47 21    

       timwthompson@btinternet.com
Revd. Stephen Traves  fr.s.traves2@gmail.com
Revd. John Morgan  05 53 54 18 90  marvol24@orange.fr
Revd Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com

Revd Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44      ven.csims@gmail.com
Revd Louise Courtney    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan  05 53 61 81 61   kevet2adsl@aol.com  
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht 05 53 36 55 97  albtd@orange,fr
Janis Adams   05 53 91 32 89  janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Madeleine Holmes  05 53 04 85 44   madeleine@peladis.plus.com
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com
Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    www.churchinmidipa.org
Chaplaincy of Aquitaine:     aquitainechaplain@gmail.com
Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org             Chap-Aid Website:    www.chap-aid.com

Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later than the 20th of the month.  
Please send to:

Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   e-mail:  bobgills24@aol.com

If you wish to subscribe to Spreading the Word, you may do it in two ways:
Either: send your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros made payable to: 
‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to the above address,
OR: send me your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the 
Chaplaincy would be most welcome.


