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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, APRIL 2018
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

Bordeaux

Chancelade

SUNDAY 01 APRIL – Easter Day
07:30 Sunrise Easter service – Bertric Burée
08:30 Ecumenical Easter service – Bergerac, banks of the   
     Dordogne (quai Salvette and promenade Pierre Loti)
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 The Gathering meeting – Le Mouret, Condom
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil 
10:30 Holy Communion – Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion - Négrondes
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion – Sainte Nathalène
15:00 French – Madagascan Family Communion – Bordeaux

SUNDAY 08 APRIL
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer - Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes

WEDNESDAY 11 APRIL
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SATURDAY 14 APRIL
14:00 Holy Communion after AGM - Doudrac

SUNDAY 15 APRIL
10:30 Family Service– Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion – Dondas
10:30 Morning Worship – Limeuil
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène

THURSDAY 19 APRIL
10:30 BCP Holy Communion - Limeuil

SUNDAY 22 APRIL
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Joint Protestant Communion – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes

THURSDAY 26 APRIL
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

SUNDAY 29 APRIL
10:30 Special Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Special Holy Communion – Limeuil
16:00 Evening Prayer - Monteton
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Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

One of the aspects of church life and worship that varies greatly across the spectrum of churchmanship is our relationship 
with the Holy Spirit.  For some the Spirit is an essential and empowering part of worship and Christian life.  For others 

the Spirit is the least understood person of the Trinity and therefore something of a mystery.

As I sit writing this article, we have just had a whole weekend where the focus was totally on the way the Holy Spirit works 
in our lives and in our church.  Over the 17th and 18th March, Bishop Robert, Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe, joined us in 
Aquitaine for two very special services.  The first was to ordain Charlotte Sullivan 
as a Priest and the second to Confirm nine candidates, eight from Bertric-Burée 
and one who came down from the Vendée.

Both of these events highlight, in their own way, the Spirit at work.  At the point 
of ordination, Bishop Robert said “Send down your Holy Spirit on your servant 
Charlotte for the office and work of a priest in your church” having previously 
reminded her “You cannot bear the weight of this calling in your own strength, 
but only by the grace and power of God .. pray earnestly for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.” At a later point, he anointed Charlotte again reminding her and us that the 
reconciliation and blessing of God’s people is not something we do ourselves but 
rather through the power of the Holy Spirit.

That’s just a few of the references to the Holy Spirit throughout the Ordination service and I hope that, like me, those who 
attended had a real sense that something very special and powerful was taking place.

The Ordination liturgy is spiritually rich and really emphasises that, as Priests, we need to be particulary conscious of 
and reliant upon the Holy Spirit.  So, I found it helpful, the following day, to take Bishop Robert to Bertric-Burée for 
the Confirmation service.   At this service we had nine candidates with an age difference of almost 70 years between the 
youngest and the oldest.  However, they all had one thing in common, they had all made a decision that they wished to 
renew and confirm the vows that they or their Godparents had previously made at their baptism.

Baptism, and therefore Confirmation, also particularly focus on the movement of the Holy Spirit and remind us that His 
presence is not just reserved for those called to particular roles in the church but is an essential element in all Christian 
lives.  Again, I hope that the candidates and congregation will all have particularly sensed the Spirit present in this moving 
and important event in our shared Christian journey.

But I should also point out that, whilst it is the Bishop who traditionally presides over both Ordinations and Confirmations, 
you don’t need a Bishop (or a priest for that matter) to grant access to the power of the Spirit.  St Paul in various of his letters, 
perhaps most famously in 1 Corinthians 12, points out that God grants each of us unique gifts through the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is indeed a mystery, in the best sense of the word.  But with the Spirit, understanding isn’t the important 
thing – being open to the experience of His presence and His power working within us, that’s what matters.

I pray that Charlotte and all our Confirmation candidates are particularly conscious of that presence following this last 
weekend and now, as we move towards the great spirit-filled Feast of Pentecost next month, may we all “Pray earnestly for 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

God bless,
 

“Come, Holy Ghost, 
our souls inspire”
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CHAPLAINCY OF 
AQUITAINE

CHAPLAINCY ANd 
CHAPAId ANNUAL 

GENErAL MEETINGs
You are warmly invited to attend the 

Chaplaincy and Chapaid Annual 
General Meetings to be held at 

Doudrac on Saturday 14th April 
2018

*****************************

The meeting will take place in 
the Salle des Fêtes, next to the 

church. Directions to Doudrac can 
be obtained from the Chaplaincy 
website (www.churchinaquitaine.

org). Parking will be adjacent to the 
Salle des Fêtes.

Both meetings will give you a chance 
to learn what is happening in our 

Chaplaincy and to discover the plans 
for the future.

*************************

Timetable of Events

10.00 Coffee

10.30 Chaplaincy AGM followed by 
ChapAid AGA

Bring and Share Lunch – see below

14.00 Holy Communion service in 
the church at Doudrac, during which 
the Chaplaincy Wardens will be 
officially sworn in

*************************

Please bring a dish to share and 
your plates and cutlery. If you are 
bringing a dish, please contact 
Richard Morris (tractorboy2447@
gmail.com) and let him know 
what you intend to bring so that a 
balanced selection can be achieved.

The team at Doudrac look 
forward to seeing as many of 

you as possible!

Annual General Meeting of the 
Association Cultuelle

The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine 
(Paroisse d’Aquitaine)

Doudrac

14th April 2018 at 10:30am

Opening Devotions

1. Apologies

2. Accuracy of the Minutes of 
the 2017 AGM at Monteton

3. Reports on the life of the Chap-
laincy

•	 Chaplain’s report

•	 Chaplaincy Wardens’ report

•	 Local Sector Highlights

•	 Synod report

•	 Archdeaconry Synod report

•	 Electoral Roll report 

•	 Safeguarding

•	 Chaplaincy Communica-
tions

•	 Statistics for mission

•	 Where do we go from here? 

4. Chaplaincy finances

•	 Presentation of the annual 
accounts

•	 Treasurer’s report

•	 Approval of the accounts 
for 2017

•	 Christian Stewardship

5. Elections
•	 Two Chaplaincy Wardens
•	 Members of the 

Chaplaincy Council
•	 Auditor

6. Any matters arising from the 
2017 minutes not covered else-
where

7. Any other business (notified to 
the Chaplaincy Wardens before 
7th April 2018

Closing Prayer
Highlighted agenda items indicate 
where a decision is required.

The ChapAid Annual General 
Assembly will be held immediately 
following the Chaplaincy AGM at 
Doudrac on Saturday 14th April.  
The Agenda for the meeting will 
be circulated very shortly with 
the assistance of the Chaplaincy 
Administrator.

The ChapAid Board of Trustees are 
very grateful for the contribution 
our churches have made throughout 
the year.  2017 was another year in 
which natural disasters hit some 
of the world’s poorest countries 
and, through ChapAid, we as a 
Chaplaincy have been able to play 
our part in easing their plight.

We are pleased that some people 
have already offered their names as 
new Trustees following this year’s 
meeting but, if you would also be 
interested in serving on the Board of 
Trustees, please contact Tony Lomas 
before the AGA.  It should be noted 
that are still seeking a volunteer to 
act as Secretary to the Trustees, if 
you would like to know more about 
this, please also contact Tony Lomas.

Donation page on website
A 'donations' button has now 
been added to the upper left 
hand corner of the website, www.
churchinaquitaine.org, with a link 
to the 'Donations' page, which also 
features a link to donate via credit 
card to the Chaplaincy training 
fund, which is a restricted fund used 
to support training of those seeking 
vocation training. If you have any 
suggestions about how to make this 
information more visible, we would 
look forward to hearing from you.
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Informative and interesting Safeguarding Training Day
35 people from throughout Aquitaine and neighbouring Chaplaincies 
attended the Safeguarding Day recently given by Janis Adams and Malcolm 
Rigley. Many thanks to Rev'd Liz and Richard Morris and the Team in 
Doudrac for hosting the event and providing a delicious lunch of soup, 
bread, cheese, and fruit.
Dave Wybrow from Lot et Garonne writes: “I seriously encourage everyone 
that is offered the chance to go to this training day or to take the Safeguarding 
on-line courses to take up the offer - it is time that all of us faced up to the 
worries and responsibilities that surround us and that includes the sad 
awareness of the abuse that is reported too often and too widely. We may 

all like to think “it will never be 
something that I encounter in MY Church” but who knows where and when and 
sadly who? Take the time to become acquainted with what is available to increase 
YOUR awareness of the signs of such activities that we may spot while just welcoming 
someone into OUR Church.
I have to say a big thank you to all those involved and encourage everyone else to find 
out how YOU can get involved - it is part of our pathway in Christ to support others 
and to help them as they make their journey towards Christ - this may just be a small 
step that YOU can take to help someone else take the next steps forward.
Please do NOT just think “It’s not for me!” - you never know when you might be able 
to help someone. I did and I recommend you to do the same if you get the chance - 
every part of the Diocese needs to develop this awareness from the simplest meet and 
greet person through every level of the Church. We are all in this together so let us 
work together.”

Billy Graham 1918-2018
Thanks to Chris Tozer for sending the following story:

Several years ago businessmen and Christian leaders in Charlotte, North Carolina, invited Billy 
Graham to a luncheon in honour of his upcoming birthday. He initially hesitated to accept the 
invitation because of his struggles with Parkinson’s disease.
However, the Charlotte leaders said, ‘We don’t expect a major address. Just come and let us honour 
you.’ 
So he agreed. 
After wonderful things were said about him, Dr. Graham stepped to the rostrum, looked at the crowd, and said: “I’m 
reminded today of Albert Einstein, the great physicist who was honored by Time magazine as the Man of the Century. 
“Einstein was once travelling from Princeton on a train, when the conductor came down the aisle, punching the tickets of 
every passenger. When he came to Einstein, Einstein reached in his vest pocket. He couldn’t find his ticket, so he reached 
in his trouser pockets. 
“It wasn’t there. He looked in his briefcase but couldn’t find it. Then he looked in the seat beside him. He still couldn’t find it. 
The conductor said, ‘Dr. Einstein, I know who you are. We all know who you are. I’m sure you bought a ticket. Don’t worry 
about it.’ 
Einstein nodded appreciatively. The conductor continued down the aisle punching tickets. As he was ready to move to the 
next car, he turned around and saw the great physicist down on his hands and knees looking under his seat for his ticket. 
The conductor rushed back and said, ‘Dr. Einstein, Dr. Einstein, don’t worry, I know who you are; no problem. You don’t 
need a ticket. I’m sure you bought one.’ 
Einstein looked at him and said, “Young man, I too, know who I am. What I don’t know is where I’m going.” 
Having told that story, Graham continued to his Charlotte crowd, “See the suit I’m wearing? It’s a brand new suit. My 
children and my grandchildren are telling me I’ve gotten a little slovenly in my old age. I used to be a bit more fastidious. 
“So I went out and bought a new suit for this luncheon and one more occasion. You know what that occasion is?  This is the 
suit in which I’ll be buried. But when you hear I’m dead, I don’t want you to immediately remember the suit I’m wearing. 
“I want you to remember this: 
“I not only know who I am. I also know where I’m going.” 
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Wow what a weekend! 

Well, I’ve just had the most fantastic weekend and its all thanks to YOU! My church family. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to say a really big thank you. I know many of you 
worked so hard to make the day a success, especially Tony, and the congregation at Bordeaux. 
I’m sure that when you asked for a Priest to be based in Bordeaux, you didn’t quite plan on 
organising their ordination as well!  The ceremony, the music and the tea were all brilliant and 
everyone had a wonderful time, it was such a memorable day for me and my family. 

Before the ordination, I had a two day retreat at the beautiful Abbaye d’Echourgnac.  The sisters 
were as attentive and hospitable as ever, and I was accompanied by Rev’d Caroline Cooke (Diocesan advisor for Women’s 
ministry). Caroline had prepared a retreat for me based on Herni Nouwen’s book “The life of the Beloved”. A book I highly 
recommend if you have not already read it. Nouwen’s words led us both on a journey through faith and we reflected on how 
like the Eucharist we are all “Taken”, Blessed, Broken and Given.

I was very glad of Caroline’s company, because on the way to the service we had a flat tyre! If there is one place where you 
really don’t want a flat, it’s on the Pont d’Aquitaine (no hard shoulder!) Driving slowly, and shouting “keep praying Caroline” 
whilst nodding politely at the folk around us honking their horns, we bumped our way over the bridge before pulling off 
the motorway and finding a place to stop. Half a tin of puncture repair foam, found amongst the general debris of the boot 
meant that the rescue party from the Chapelle could be told to “stand down”! I have never been so pleased to see those red 
gates as we bumped our way into the parking. I haven’t even started at Bordeaux and I am aware that I have had to call for 
assistance from the congregation twice already. The previous time when I accidentally got locked out of the red gates during 
the LAM! (I’m really not this needy, Bordeaux, I promise!) 

I found the ceremony itself beautiful. Despite the journey, a wave of calm came over me as I sat waiting to be called to face 
the Bishop.  In those minutes I reflected on the many ups and downs and twists and 
turns my journey to priesthood had been. I was reminded of a sermon I heard when 
I was at Ely six years ago for my selection panel interviews. The preacher talked about 
life, how messy it can be sometimes, reminding us of God’s continued presence, in 
times of light as well as darkness. To illustrate his sermon the preacher  talked about the 
life of Dag Hammarskjöld. It was his famous quote that came back to me as I sat in my 
chair: “For all that has been Thank You - For all that is to come, Yes!   

I was reminded of how much I have to be thankful for during the service, especially as I 
knelt on the steps in front of the Bishop. We had some lovely comfy kneelers, but I was aware that my feet were just dangling 
over the front of the steps and I wasn’t exactly secure in my position! As the prayers continued I felt myself beginning 
to sway! Then the Bishop laid his hands on my head 
and invited the rest of the clergy to also lay on hands. 
Suddenly it felt like a dozen hands were holding on to 
me and making sure that I didn’t topple off the steps. The 
Lord reminding me that together we are stronger! 

I was completely bowled over when I opened my gift 
from you all, four beautiful stoles, (I have included a 
picture.) Vestments are treasured items and to know that 
mine came from you all makes them even more precious. 
Thank you xx

I am very excited by this new chapter in my ministry and 
shall be moving to Bordeaux in time to celebrate Easter.  
Let the adventure begin! “For all that has been Thank 
You - For all that is to come, Yes!   

                Charlotte

A very special weekend in Aquitaine!!
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Full House at the chapel of the Assumption in Bordeaux on 17th March

The Bordeaux Anglican “Chapelle” was a hive of activity from the early hours of Saturday, 17th March 2018. The Good 
Shepherd had answered our prayers and sent us a shepherd to tend His flock in Bordeaux, and wherever else the Rev’d 

Charlotte Sullivan will minister.

In spite of the predictions of Méteo France and a few, untimely downpours during the preparation, the enthusiasm and 
the energy could not be dampened! It was a day of celebration and joy for all who worked hard together to prepare it, all 
who travelled far to officiate or to participate and we are most grateful to Soeur Marie-Valérie of the Sisters of Assomption, 
and Madame Marchesseau, the Principal of the Primary School of the Assomption for allowing us to use the Chapel, the 
Primary School Recreation Hall and all other facilities needed to make such a resounding success of this special day - the 
Ordination as Priest of the Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan.

Masses of Lenten-hued flower arrangements adorned the Cloisters and white, early spring blossoms and 
greenery decorated the Chancel and the Organ, thus enhancing the beauty of the National Monument 
Chapel of Assomption, where we worship.

One team, under the guidance of Heather Gardiner, one of the Wardens of Bordeaux, transformed the 
aspect of the church into a subdued festive place of worship, yet welcoming and warm to encourage 
fellowship. So many helped, that it would be unfair to single out a few, but teamwork prevailed in 
a friendly atmosphere. Charlotte’s family and friends, the Right Rev’d Dr Robert Innes, Bishop of 
Gibraltar in Europe, the Archdeacon of France, the Venerable Meurig Williams, the Rev’d Tony Lomas 
our Chaplain, the Rev’d Richard Bromley of ICS, our patron, the Rev’d Caroline Cook who spent the last 
few days in retreat with Charlotte at the Echourgnac Abbey, many clergy coming from all corners of the 

Chaplaincy of Aquitaine and St Georges Paris, as well as three Protestant Pastors, and Soeur Marie-Valérie, representing the 
Sisters of the Assomption, filled the Chapel and the Chancel to capacity!

A moving sermon was delivered by our Chaplain, and the Rev’d Liz Morris led the Litany. After the solemn Ordination 
Liturgy and Holy Communion, served at both ends of the Chapel due to numbers, 
Chaplain Tony Lomas was licensed as Area Dean for the South West of France with the 
Vendée. He will be even more busy than he is at present!

The Childrens’ Choir set the tone with a beautiful 
rendition of “My Jesus, My Saviour” and the 
Choir from Bordeaux with several members from 
other Choirs around the Chaplaincy accompanied 
by Music Director Richard Hunt set the tone of 
our praise of the Lord, finishing with a splendid 

Hallelujah Chorus on this feast day of St Patrick.

The Bordeaux Congregation and the 
Chaplaincy as a whole welcomed Rev’d 
Charlotte and wished her God’s blessing on her mission in Bordeaux and her 
ministry across the Chaplaincy. Even a flat tyre on the way would not stop our new 
Priest!

And a quote from Paul Dixon: A memorable occasion ; the most memorable moment 
being perhaps Charlotte’s happy expression when she turned to face the congregation 
after her ordination – unforgettable !

After the blessing, the assembly moved off, without the help of umbrellas!!!, 
to the Reception so masterly orchestrated by Pamela Prior. Once again a 

team of able-bodied 
men made short work 
of clearing out the sport 
equipment and setting 
up the tables needed 
to lay out a splendid 
tea and cake reception 
in a Hall decked with 
balloons and yellow 
daffodils! The ladies made and served teas and here again, one cannot 
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Confirmation in the Dronne Valley Church at Bertric Burée 
Bishop Robert had a busy weekend: having ordained Charlotte so joyously on Saturday 17th in Bordeaux we were pleased to 
welcome him at Bertric Burée to confirm nine candidates on Sunday 18th where the church had been beautifully decorated. 

Our Chaplain, Rev Tony Lomas and Ingrid, had hosted Bishop Robert and his wife Helen, as well as masterminding the 
two celebrations. The candidates’ ages ranged from 13 to 80, eight from Bertric Burée and one, the youngest, James Talbot 
from the Vendée and he was prepared and presented by Rev Hazel Door. The local candidates were Kate Hauxwell, Richard 
Heeley, Steve Long, Kathy Midgley, John Overfield, Martin Tylee, Brian Wheatcroft and Brian Wilkinson who were prepared 
and presented by the Rev Brian Davies.

At the main door of the church Bishop Robert prayed with them over water to remind us all of our baptism and entry into 
the church. He then sprinkled the candidates with water from the font. The group returned to the front for the confirmation 
and anointing with holy oil. The candidates were then presented to the 98 members of the congregation who welcomed 
them with a long and loud round of applause before we all shared in communion.

There was a photo call after with the new communicants, Bishop Robert, the clergy and Licensed Lay Ministers/Readers 
enjoying the sunshine on a rather chilly day. The majority of us then retired to the Foyer where we enjoyed a sumptuous 
‘Bring and Share’ lunch.

single out anyone, but the expertise of those serving made the day!

Conversation was joyous and fellowship widely spread. The clergy had an opportunity to discuss matters more serious, 
before joining the celebration of joy and gratitude with the rest of the attendants!

Sadly, the bus party from Limuel had to leave quite soon after the Ordination, but we will all meet again at the Annual 
General Meeting coming up in April.

God bless Charlotte! God bless those involved in her preparation for and in her Ordination!

Nelli Salvi
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Around theDiocese:

~

Clerical Errors  -
Absolution

For nine years, when I was a 
Headmaster, I was licensed as a priest 

to serve a number of country parishes 
surrounding Castle Cary in Somerset. 
Because of my work commitments, I 
was unable to assist very much in the 
parishes but would help out if I could. 

One day I had a call from the Rector 
to ask if I could take a 1662 Book of 
Common Prayer Holy Communion in a 
tiny village in two weeks’ time. I looked 
at my diary and said that I would be 
pleased to help.

Having been a School Chaplain for five 
years prior to becoming a Head I had 
not taken a BCP services for several 
years so I set about reminding myself of 
the format. I annotated my little Prayer 
Book and, by the time the day came for 
me to lead the service, I was confident 
that I knew what I was doing.

I turned up at the tiny church to be 
greeted by three elderly ladies who 
showed me where the vestry was. Just 
before the service was about to begin we 
were joined by another old lady and she 
was accompanied by her dog. 

I think it would be true to say that of 
my total congregation of five only one of 
them had good hearing ! I adapted my 
brief sermon and spoke loudly. 

At the end of the service one of the 
ladies took my hand and fixed me with 
her steely blue eyes. 

‘Thank you young man ‘ she said, ‘ for 
taking our Communion Service’. 

‘It was a privilege,’ I replied.

But then my heart sank when she 
added…

‘I just thought you should know that 
you led The Confession and Absolution 
twice!’

To this day I am not sure what made 
me say it, but I quickly replied, ‘Well I 
looked at you and decided you needed 
it !’

To which she nudged me in the ribs 
with a beaming smile and said, ‘Oh you 
are awful’.

I joined the four ladies and the dog for 
tea in full confidence that their sins 
(and mine) had been forgiven .

Bramwell

Albir celebrate Women's World Day of Prayer
The Chaplaincy in Albir on the Costa Blanca in Spain was just one of the 
churches celebrating Women's World Day of Prayer in early March.
Over forty members of the congregation took part in the global celebration. 
This year the service was written by women from Suriname.
The seven women leading the service in Albir all dressed in colours to replicate 
the colours of the others in Asia they were representing.
"The singing was great. Even the Suriname words sounded as if we were totally 
used to the language. Our thanks to the women of Suriname for a wonderful 
service."

Greetings to the new Bishop of Gothenburg
Bishop David has recently represented the Church of England at the conse-
cration of Susanne Rappmann to be the next Bishop of Gothenburg. Bishop 
Susanne was consecrated in a solemn yet joyful service by the Archbishop of 
Uppsala, the Most Revd Antje Jackelén.
Bishop Suzanne has chosen as her motto, Vår Gud bär sår which means "Our 
God bears wounds". She says this motto reminds us of our calling to bear the 
wounds of others, and like Christ our God who bore the wounds of the cross 
but who rose again, to spread hope in the world.
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Thoughts about the Easter Message

As Lent approaches its climax with the Crucifixion followed by the Resurrection of Jesus we who are committed 
Christians reflect on the real significance of this festival, death and hope of eternal life. Recently, several famous people 

have died, three of whom I am thinking  are the evangelist, Dr. Billy Graham, the much loved comedian, Ken Dodd and the 
brilliant astro-physicist Professor Stephen Hawking. Of these three people it is well-known Billy Graham was a true servant 
and follower of Jesus and he will certainly be with his Lord. He apparently told people “one day someone will say...”.  Billy 
Graham is dead  but I won’t be, I’ll just have changed my address.”

I personally know  nothing of Ken Dodd’s  beliefs or otherwise in a God. Professor Hawking,  who revealed the origins of 
,the earth in The Big Bang Theory, said in his exposition it has nothing to do with religion and it did not originate with any 
god.The world,outer space,the galaxies, the planets all came into being as a result of a gigantic explosion with no input from 
a superior being

There are many very brilliant men in the past and presently alive who do not believe  in any god and reject any notion of 
a god’s involvement with creation. On the other hand there are equally brilliant men of science, letters who had and have 
such firm beliefs eg Sir Isaac Newton, Napoleon, (Chuck Missler, Prophecy 20/20 p.23 and  Josh McDowell, Evidence that 
Demands a Verdict , p 106)

As  I watched the program about the life and work of Professor Hawking I recalled attending a lecture given in the Marlowe 
Theatre in Canterbury. Many years ago James Irwin one of the astronauts who took part in the Apollo 15 Moon Landings 
described his amazing experiences of landing on the moon, walking and driving a vehicle on the surface. Irwin said 
God had never appeared so real to him as on that occasion and I believe he also said several fellow astronauts shared 
his sentiments.The earth appeared unbelievably exquisite from outer space sparkling blue like a sapphire. It was a very 
emotional experience. He later became a missionary for Jesus and said Jesus walking on the earth is more important than 
man walking on the moon.

The striking thing about Hawking is his tremendous determination to overcome the drastic effects of Motor Neurone 
Disease which began to show up when he was only in his 20’s. He continued to use his incredible brain power and achieved 
this because of the exceptional electronic equipment available to people in his condition. He received many awards and 
accolades for outstanding work in his field and in spite of  extreme disability continued his support for students, attended 
dinners and social events and had a great sense of humour.

The big question is what happens when God confronts him? Where is all this wisdom and intellectual ability? The whole 
point of Jesus’ death and resurrection was to pay the ransom for our sins and “clothe us in His Righteousness” which 
fits us to appear before an incorruptible God. As I understand it one has to have a belief in this God and in Christ, His 
incorruptible Son. ( Is..ch’ 61 v 10)

Some people believe everyone, eventually,  will inherit the eternal life as spoken of in the scriptures. A merciful God will 
not condemn people to an everlasting doom.

J Patterson Smyth, a high-ranking C of E clergyman has written a book about the after life - The Gospel of the Hereafter. 
In this book he describes what he calls the three stages of existence. The first stage is the one in which we are living now, 
the kindergarten or caterpillar stage. - a stage “ of untold importance on which all future stages depend, largely on how it is 
lived”. The second stage is after departure from the body in this life to an intermediate stage in a designated place and occurs 
before The Judgement and General Resurrection which leads to the Final Stage of Heaven or Hell which has not yet arrived 
for anyone. The author points out that hell is a misnomer and the words used in scriptures  refer to Hades or Sheol a place 
to which all deceased people go. Patterson Smyth cites Christ’s own words as proof of such a place, the account of the rich 
man Dives and the poor beggar, Lazarus (Luke ch16 vv19-25) and Christ’s words to the dying thief on the cross beside him 
(Luke ch23 vv 39-43).    Patterson Smyth believes that like Dives and Lazarus we too are alive and aware of what is going on 
in the world we have just left and wonders if those who are/were unbelievers will be given an opportunity to acknowledge 
God and Jesus.  The main point of this book is to make clear the fact we never die.Our earthly bodies do die but the real 
person the “I” or soul lives on. He states and emphasises it is a glorious hope for all who do trust in Christ.

In the foreword he writes
“ The Lord is risen but the people do not know it. There is no death but the people do not believe it”
“ Beloved, now are we the sons of God and it doth not yet appear what we shall be”” (i John ch. 3 v 2)
And ,” For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain”( Phil.ch 1 v 21)
We must look forward with excitement and expectation to a life more glorious and satisfying after departure from this one, 
as children do when thinking about what they will do when grown up. A funeral is not the end it is the beginning of a new 
and more vibrant existence in the presence of Jesus.

Elizabeth Falkner
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EASTER LILIES
THEODORE GARMAN (1924 - 1954)

 

Few people have come across the work of Theodore Garman. A self-taught 
artist, he loved flowers, the countryside, and steadfastly avoided the many 

experimental stylistic changes that were happening in the Art world in England 
between the two Great Wars. 

He was the son of Sir Jacob Epstein, the great sculptor and until recently, very 
little was known about him. Perhaps the most poignant aspect of his life was 
the tragedy of his premature death and the little amount of recognition that 
he attracted during his short life. His deep love of nature, and his profound 
Christian faith helped him to cope during the years as he slowly began to 
deteriorate mentally. Paranoid schizophrenia began its unremitting and cruel 
attack on him in what must eventually have seemed to be a strange world. 

He lived for much of his life in London, but the family had connections in 
Harting, Hampshire. It was here that he retreated in 1940 and worked as a farm 
labourer. He refused to go to war and was allowed, as a conscientious objector, 
to work instead on the land.

His death was sudden and violent, as he suffocated when under police control, 
on his way to hospital. He was buried in the churchyard of South Harting. But 
the grave is now overgrown. One of his favourite statues, called 'the Spanish 
Madonna' and which he had often painted or used in the background of some 
of his works, was placed in the church as a memorial to him; but the statue was 
stolen and never replaced, and the plinth is now covered in bat droppings.

The inscription on it reads:
This ancient statue is dedicated to the glory of God in memory of Theodore 
Garman, Artist, who worshipped and painted in this church and is buried within 
its precincts'.
The sadness, and a feeling of such neglect in this isolated graveyard, seemed 
to me to summarise the experience of the life of this unrecognised man, who 
could have done so much more in his Art had he not succumbed to an incurable 
affliction.

Note:  Some of his paintings may be seen in The New Art Gallery, Walsall, West 
Midlands, but only a small percentage are there. The other one hundred or so 
paintings, only recently identified and recorded reside in private homes around 
Britain.

(More information may be found in Wikipedia)

jennifer gray 2018

Annual Bible 
Reading 
event: 'Les 
Voix de la 
Bible', May 
2018

Save the date...The 4-day continuous 
Bible reading event will take place 
at the Périgueux cathedral from 
Tuesday 22nd May – Friday 25th 
May 2018. All are welcome to attend 
the opening and closing ceremonies, 
time TBA.

The 2018 theme is: "La bienveillance 
dans la Bible".

To sign up to read in either English 
or French, contact: voixdelabible24@
gmail.com

For more information about the 
event, or to sign up to read with the 
group from the Chaplaincy, please 
contact: veronica.dare.bryan@gmail.
com 

Whenever you’re disappointed 
with your spot   in life,  stop and 
think about little Jamie Scott.
          
Jamie was trying out for a part in 
the school play. His mother said 
that he’d set his heart on being 
in it, though she feared he would 
not be chosen..

On the day the parts were 
awarded, the mother went to 
collect Jamie after school. He 
rushed up to her, eyes shining 
with pride and excitement.

‘Guess what, Mom,’ he shouted, 
and then said those words that 
should remain a lesson to us 
all........’I’ve been chosen to clap 
and cheer.’
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Cooking in April 
with Frances Pengelly

I’m sunbathing in the afternoons 
in the hen and bantam enclosure.   

After so much frost and horror 
it is marvellous to sit and think 
of absolutely nothing and just let 
the golden warmth infiltrate my 
winter torn body!   Squawks and 
cockadoodledoos accompany me.   
The hens have had a nasty wet and 
muddy winter, but they have slaved 
on looking every day in the faded 
grass for some tasty morsel to 
eat.   They are such good tempered 
creatures, not kind to each other I 
admit, but they always come and 
sit round my chair and preen away.   
Click, click go the beaks on the wing 
feathers, I am lulled by the sonorous 
sound.

I have been making blood orange 
curd.   If you have any blood oranges 
left from early winter they make a 
dramatic curd.   I will give you the 
lemon curd recipe, but if you use 
blood oranges reduce the sugar a 
little.   They are marvellously sweet.   
200ml lemon juice or any other 
citrus;  finely grated zest of 2 lemons 
or other citrus;  150g caster sugar;  
125g plus 1tbs unsalted butter;  2 
whole eggs plus 3 egg yolks.  Put 
all the ingredients into a saucepan. 
Cook very slowly, stirring most of 
the time until the sugar has dissolved 
and the butter has melted.   Keep 
cooking on a low heat and it will 
slowly thicken, about 10-20 minutes.   
It should thickly coat the back of a 
wooden spoon when ready.   Push 
through a sieve into a large sterilised 
jar and leave to cool.

April is time for lamb.   I think for a 
family it is well worth buying a large 

leg or shoulder joint.   I don’t buy it 
very often, but I think this recipe is 
interesting and well worth a try.   I 
have not tried it yet.   

Lamb with Chilli, Coriander 
and Sour Orange.  One bunch of 
coriander;  2-3 hot red chillies; head 
of garlic separated and peeled;  2tbs 
olive oil;  1 large onion finely sliced;  
l kg lamb or mutton shoulder, 
trimmed of all fat and cut into 
chunks;  250ml sour (Seville) orange 
juice; or try lemon juice;  150ml 
orange juice;  100ml lime juice;  l 
kg new or salad potatoes, washed 
and sliced;  500g petit pois;  black 
pepper and sea salt.   Set aside 1/3 
of the coriander and purée the rest 
with the chillies and garlic and 1tbs 
olive oil.   Saute the onion in the 
remaining olive oil until starting to 
soften, add coriander paste and cook 
until it becomes a little brown, then 
add meat chunks.    Pour over the 
citrus juices adding enough water 
to cover the lamb.      Simmer for 
1½ hours.   Add the potatoes and 
peas and continue to cook, covered, 
until the potatoes are tender.   Chop 
remaining coriander and add to 
casserole before serving.  Serves 4.

My second recipe for lamb is more 
conventional

Slow roasted shoulder of lamb with 
fresh herbs.   
One shoulder of lamb 2.5kg;  8-10 
sprigs of thyme;  4-5 sprigs of 
rosemary;  8-10 sage leaves;  3-4 
bay leaves crumbled;  3 fat cloves 
of garlic, crushed;  3 tbs olive oil;  
300ml dry white wine.   Salt and 
pepper.  Trim off excess fat and put 
into a large roasting tin, flesh side 
up.   Chop all the herbs and mix 

them in a bowl with seasoning, 
garlic and the olive oil.   Rub all this 
into the lamb and leave overnight to 
marinate.   Heat oven to 180C and 
pour half the wine into the roasting 
pan.   Cover with foil and put into the 
oven immediately turning it down to 
150C.   Roast for 4 hours until the 
lamb is soft, topping up the wine if it 
is boiling away.   Serve with a potato 
gratin.  Serves 4-6

Lemon Layer Pudding.  

Grated rind and juice of l lemon;  50g 
butter;  100g sugar; 2 eggs separated;  
50g flour with raising agent;  300ml 
milk.   Add lemon rind to the butter 
and sugar and whisk until light and 
fluffy.   Add egg yolks and flour, 
beat well.   Stir in the milk and 45ml 
lemon juice.   Whisk the egg whites 
until soft and fold into batter, pour 
into a buttered ovenproof dish.  
Stand in a shallow tin of water and 
cook for 45 minutes at 200C until 
top is set.   It makes its own custard 
layer.   It’s handy to have the recipe, 
it is the most basic pudding but one 
of the most delicious.



    Spreading the Word                                                                                                                              April 2018    |    13

A View from the Pew

A few weeks ago a friend called me to one side after morning service and 
suggested I was a 'fundamentalist' and as such a disruptive influence in the 

Church. I was quite surprised, for as far as I know, I have no influence of any 
kind in the Church. However in the week that followed I thought long and often 
on what he had said.

The following Sunday during morning service at Monteton we were asked to re-
affirm our faith and so together we recited the Apostles Creed, and as we recited 
the words together, it slowly dawned on me that I was surrounded by fellow 
'fundamentalists'. We were all re-affirming the fundamental truths on which 
we build our faith. Article 8 of the 39 articles state:- The Nicene and Apostles 
Creeds ought thoroughly to be received and believed for they may be proved by 
most warrants of Holy Scripture. To the Church of England the Creeds bear the 
power and authority of God’s Holy Word. Paul in his first letter to the Christians 
at Corinth tells them. "There is no other foundation a man can lay, other than 
that which is laid which is Jesus Christ."

As the creed says :
I believe in Jesus Christ God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into Hell. The third day he rose again, he 
ascended into Heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.

"There is no other foundation."!!

Again Paul in Galatians and 2 Corinthians: "We live by the faith of the Son of 
God who loved us and gave himself for us; for: We walk by faith not by sight."

I recently came across my mother-in-laws 'Book of Holy Communion' given 
to her at her confirmation in 1929. It had accompanying notes by W. Waltham 
How, first Bishop of Wakefield. I was struck by one paragraph in particular:-  
"The life of faith is a life full of the presence of God. Faith is the eye of the soul 
and that eye looks not at the things that are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen. It realises, makes real to us the presence of God and the world unseen."

The view from the pew is seen by that eye of faith :
We see Jesus the Son of God, nailed to a cross at Calvary for us.
Like the women, like Peter and John, we witness the empty tomb,
We hear the Angel say "He is not here, He is risen.
By faith we see him now in Heaven at Gods right hand.
By faith we know, one day, maybe soon, he's coming again to take us home.
And so shall we ever be with the Lord. 1 Thes. 4 v 17

Last word to the hymn writer Thomas Kelly:

Look ye saints the sight is glorious,
See the man of sorrows now,
From the fight returned victorious 
Every knee to him shall bow
Crown him, Crown him
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Alleluia what a Saviour : Maranatha

Brian Jellyman

Chaplaincy Bookmark
The Communications Team has 
created a Chaplaincy bookmark, to 
bring attention to this year’s theme 
of “Encouraging Growth”.  This 
bookmark is meant to complement 
the Chaplaincy cards which were 
designed last year.

In the coming weeks, please take a 
bookmark (or several!) and share 
with friends and family, as well 
as placing them in various outlets 
within your sectors, to spread the 
word about our churches.

We hope the bookmark will prove 
to be useful, uplifting, and a way to 
encourage outreach and invitations 
to people inside and outside of our 
churches. 

The Commmunications Team are 
proud of this bookmark, and we 
hope you will enjoy using it.
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Do you know who your Ancestors were?  
For just 50€, all of which goes to Chaplaincy 
Funds, Gill will research your ancestors and 
then provide you with a report and a family 

tree. 
Or why not make it a special gift for a 

relative?   
For more information speak to 

Gill Sweetman on 05 53 73 13 59  
bobgills24@aol.com

 
Please visit this site and find out how you can support 
the Chaplaincy when you are making purchases online.

There is a huge number of UK retailers involved
with this scheme and it doesn’t cost you a penny more 

than you would be paying in any case.

The retailers involved make a donation to the Chaplaincy, 
through easyfundraising, in line with the amount 

of money you have spent.
How about your Christmas presents?

These qualify as well, just check that your  supplier is registered 
and follow the routine set out by easyfundraising.

Is drinking costing 
more than money?
Alcoholics Anonymous

If you or someone you 
know has a drinking 
problem, there are now 
a number of  English-
speaking meetings of 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
in the South West of 
France.

Contact – Ewen 
05 53 05 76 62 or 

Roger 05 55 76 22 65

SALE OF HOUSE CONTENTS
WHERE:     Chez Catet,  Maine Foucaud, 24320 Bertric Burée
WHEN:       Saturday 7th April 2018
TIMINGS:  1030 AM – 1630 PM

ITEMS FOR SALE:   Sale items will include a wide variety of house hold 
furniture including -  a 3 piece suite, kitchen ware, crockery, beds, wardrobes, 
chests of drawers, wall mirror, almost new electric cooker, gas cooker and gas 
cylinder, kitchen tables, chairs, lights and lamps, metal curtain rails, ceramic 
sink, bookcases, pictures, books, garden tools, wheel barrow, garden furniture, 
charcoal barbecue, 14 boxes of ceramic floor tiles, aluminium ladder etc. etc. 
Below are some images of just some of the items which will be on offer for sale.

    
    

          

All items for sale will be sold, by the buyer, ‘making a sensible and reasonable 
offer’ on an item. 

Fifty percent of the proceeds from the sale will be donated 
to the Bertric Burée Church.  

The more you offer the more of the proceeds will go to a very good cause. 
Please do come along.

Marathon Walk

Some of you may remember that 
last Spring I completed a 26 mile 
walk on the Suffolk coast in aid of 
charity – last year it was a Suffolk 
hospice and one of our Lot et 
Garonne charities.

I intend to do the walk again this 
year (on May 6th) and Richard has 
agreed to do the walk as well.

This year we will again be raising 
money for a Lot et Garonne charity 
(to be decided at the Local Annual 
Meeting) and the Alzheimer's 
Society.  We will also give 10% to 
the Rotary Club's chosen charities 
which includes Riding for the 
Disabled.

If you would like to sponsor us we 
would be delighted – sterling or 
euros are acceptable and we thank 
you in advance for your support.

Richard and Liz Morris
cookingcurate@gmail.com

Maison Neuve, Plaisance
24560 Issigeac

cheques payable to R & L Morris 
please.
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgills24@aol.com

You can subscribe to spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan  05 56 40 05 12    06 83 08 59 67   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 0788 966018    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Hazel Door  rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr 06 74 72 89 05
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d John Morgan    05 53 54 18 90 marvol24@orange.fr
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Madeleine Holmes  05 53 04 85 44   madeleine@peladis.plus.com
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau: http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

Forthcoming services
Sunday 1st April  11.00   Easter Prayer & Praise with Communion Rev'd Tony Lomas
Sunday 15th April  11.00   Prayer & Praise     Anne Penfold
Sunday 6th May  11.00  Prayer & Praise with Communion  Rev'd Tony Lomas
Sunday 20th May   11.00  Pentecost Prayer & Praise   David Albrecht

Join us for a bring and share lunch after all our services.
17th March  It was a joy to be able to share in Charlotte's Ordination. It was a wonderful occasion and lovely to be 
together as a Chaplaincy. The family at Bordeaux did a fabulous job of organising everything, well done! Charlotte will be 
in good hands in Heaven and earth. 

Local Annual Meeting 18th March 2018. Our thanks for David Albrecht for coming to lead our service and to chair the 
LAM. Also thanks to Dave and Jan for hosting the service and meeting - just as well as the village toilets were 'hors service'! 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various 
forms." 1 Peter 4: 10. This is truly evident in the body of Christ at Ste Nathalène with everyone playing their part in serving 
our Lord. We are delighted to welcome Kay to the committee. Our response of love to our Lord for all he has done and 
blessed us with is seen in our planned giving of 6,567€ and plate collection of 1,416€. Plus 1,416€ raised for charity. Glory 
to God. 

Generosity, gratitude to God, and God's glory are key principles which should govern our 
attitude to money. I've always wondered whether those who are richly blessed and wealthy 
understand the purpose of God's blessing to them. God created believers who are humble in 
their circumstances or lacking in material wealth, just as he created the wealthy who seem all 
sufficient.

I can almost imagine God addressing a room full of both constituencies. To the rich he would 
say, I gave you wealth as a means to help the poor, but not to withhold what you have from 
others for self-indulgence, self-gratification or to gather treasures in the last days. When the rich understand the joy that 
their generosity can bring to the poor, and the glory that can go to God, they themselves become fulfilled.

I can also imagine God addressing the poor. To them he says, you may be overlooked in the world, where status and wealth 
are so important to people, but you are close to my heart. 

Jesus said ''Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God' (Luke 6:20). When someone is in need, they have 
to rely on God – they have no other option. Concerns about riches and possessions don't get in the way.  And when we all 
stand before God, riches mean nothing. But rich or poor, we are all invited to participate in building God's kingdom and 
bringing glory to God. Riches give the wealthy person opportunities to bless others. Whatever our circumstances, there is 
always someone worse off who needs our help. 40 Acts of Generosity for Lent Yemi Adedeji

Alpha is continuing and we are being blessed by the fellowship, teaching and discussions. We had a 
fruitful Holy Spirit away day on the 10th March. It was good to set aside a longer time to learn and receive 
from our Lord.  There was a healing and prayers answered. Seeds are being planted in our hearts and are 
putting down strong roots, to sustain the above ground growth and future fruit. Dates have slipped so the 
next dates are 27th March, 3rd April, 10th April, 17th April. 
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Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Helen Raphael              05 53 47 78  93just off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  on D245 north-east of Agen Envals St Médard

April Services
Sunday 1st April 11:00 Holy Communion  Doudrac Rev’d Louise Courtney
Saturday 14th April 14:00 Holy Communion after AGM Doudrac Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 15th April 10:30 Holy Communion  Dondas  Rev‘d Liz Morris
Doudrac
Our service of Holy Communion on Sunday, 4th March was led by Rev’d Liz Morris.
Our first reading was Exodus Ch 20. 1-17, the Ten Commandments, and being in to the third week of Lent, it was no 
surprise that Rev’d Liz’ sermon was about obedience. We had 32 communicants this service.  After, we gathered as usual in 
the Salles des Fetes for a hot coffee provided by Dave and Liz Rolfe.
We very much look forward to our Easter services: 
The Easter Vigil on Saturday, 31 March at 17:00, led by Rev’d Liz Morris.
Easter Day Holy Communion the next day at 11:00, led by Rev’d Louise Courtney.
This service will be followed by Easter Day Lunch in the Salles des Fetes.

Dondas
Revd Liz Morris had been due to lead our service of Morning Worship on Sunday, 18 March but was then unable to do so, 
so we were extremely grateful to Anne Penfold for making the long journey from up near Sarlat to replace her.   
On Good Friday, 30 March, we shall have Prayers at the Cross at 2.00pm, a service of readings, prayers and meditations, led 
by Rev’d Liz Morris.
Our next eucharist will be on Sunday, 15 April at 10.30am and this will be celebrated by Rev’d Liz Morris

 
Monteton     

 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

April Services
Easter Sunday 1st April     10.30      Holy Communion       Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 8th April                 10.30      Morning Prayer          Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 15th April               10.30      Prayer and Praise      The Chaplain
Sunday 22nd April              10.30      Holy Communion       Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 29th April               16.00      Evensong                    The Chaplain

Our service of Morning Prayer for Mothering Sunday on 11th March was led by Lay Minister Roger Verrall. This was 
the day when traditionally people returned to their ‘mother’ church, the one where they were baptised; it also became 

the day when young people ‘in service’ were given a holiday to visit their families, presenting their mothers with a bouquet 
of wild flowers, usually picked en route home. The Lenten fast was also relaxed on this mid-Lent Sunday, often with the 
eating of Simnel cakes, hence the other name, ‘Refreshment Sunday’.  At our service, as ever, Norma Eckett kindly provide 
bouquets for all the mothers in church but this time the bouquets were filled with chocolates, for our ‘refreshment’! Despite 
having no Choir – most were looking after members of the wonderful Crimean Choir who had given a concert in the church 
at Eymet the night before – Marjorie led the congregation in heart-felt singing of the hymns. Our thanks to Roger, Norma 
and everyone else involved for a lovely mid-Lenten service.

Please note that there will be a service of Evensong at Monteton this month, on Sunday 29th April at 16.00, (4.00 pm). Our 
Chaplain, Tony, will be leading us, so do come along and join with us in this beautiful choral liturgy of Evening Prayer.

The first gathering of 2018 for Coffee and Cakes at the Ecketts’, held on the morning of Saturday 10th March, was very well 
attended by friends old and new, despite the heavy showers. Leslie worked hard providing parking places out of the mud 
at Le Bousquet, and the usual wonderful cakes and pastries provided by Norma’s loyal team of bakers were enjoyed by all! 
The next get-together will be on Saturday 7th April, as usual from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon. Please let Norma know if you 
plan to attend on 05 53 93 53 86.
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The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosmary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15 
ML     Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC      Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

April Services
Easter Sunday 1 April  07:30 Sunrise Service in Upper Room grounds*
Easter Sunday 1 April 10:30 Holy Communion   Revd Andy Horlock
Easter Sunday 1 April 19:00 Ecumenical Service at Tocane St Apre
Sunday 8 April ◊ 10:30 Holy Communion   Ven Chris Sims
Wednesday 11 April 11:00 BCP Holy Communion   Revd  Andy Horlock
Sunday 15 April 10:30 Family Service    Steve Long
Sunday 22 April  10:30 Holy Communion   Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 29 April  10:30 Special service led by a home group
* A substantial breakfast is on offer following the sunrise service,  but please book in advance with Ann and Dave Knight
◊ There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service, in the Upper Room.Please bring a dish to share and your 
own cutlery, plate and glass. We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of bread and wine which will be supplied

Please join us for tea and coffee across the road in the Upper Room after each of the Sunday morning services

Local Annual Meeting
We had a good turn out for our service and our annual Local Area Meeting at the end of February following a Communion 
Service with the Revd. Tony Lomas, despite the freezing weather. It is always a pleasure to welcome Tony and Ingrid to our 
Church.  All the posts were filled, apart from Environmental and Stewardship Officers, to be sought following this meeting. 

Our thanks go to David Jackson for the enormous 
amount of work he did in 2017 helping to raise 
awareness of the plight of the refugees in France, 
and collecting van loads of clothing and household 
items and delivering them to the distribution 
centres. This on top of his work with our Book 
Barn - a popular place of outreach, as people are 
often introduced to our church through a visit 
to the Barn. David has managed all of this whilst 
being our Stewardship Officer. Enjoy a rest in 2018, 
David!

 We thank God for willing volunteers who have accepted the important posts of Wardens, following the necessary resignation 
of Mike Duncan, who has been our Warden for 6 years. He has worked tirelessly and selflessly for our church, and has been 
interim Treasurer also since the early retirement of our previous Treasurer.  Rosemary Robinson and Steve Long have 
accepted the posts of warden, and Peter Robinson is to be our new Treasurer. Very important also was the retirement of 
Mary Eldon who has been our Committee Secretary for 11 years! Her efficiency and dedication has been immense, and we 
are so grateful for her self-effacing service to our church. Mary’s work will be taken over by Jenny Long. Thank you Jenny.

The LAM was followed by our monthly Bring-and-Share lunch, in the Upper Room, delayed this month to coincide with 
the LAM. As most will remember, it was an extremely cold day, and we were all very grateful that many friends thought to 
bring hot food, which we could keep hot thanks to our excellent kitchen. 

Jill Thomas

Used stamps
Thank you to everyone who has been saving their used postage stamps for The Leprosy Mission.   For those of you who 

don’t know about it – there is a small white box on the 
first window sill in the Upper Room.   Just cut, or tear the 
stamp off the envelope, being careful not to cut too near 
the stamp.   Damaged stamps cannot be used, so please 
leave a border round them.

Jean Stocks          www.leprosymission.org.uk
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Lin Tarrant  05 53 91 26 38

April Services
Sunday  1 April       10.30   Easter Holy Communion      Rev Brian Davies Negrondes 
Sunday  8 April      10.30   Holy Communion                Rev Barrie Green Negrondes 
Sunday 15 April    10.30   Holy Communion                Ven. Chris Sims Chancelade 
Sunday 22 April   10.30   Family Service                     Madeline Holmes Negrondes

Please note the change of services.   
The Communion Service on the last Sunday in the month is now on the 1st Sunday.   

The family Service is held on the last Sunday in the month.

We held our Mothering Sunday Service led by Patrick Sturges  and Sheila Marshall on Sunday 11th March at Negrondes.  
A  bright and cheerful service during which everyone was given a posy of spring flowers. In our intercessions there 

was a pause in which we had a time to remember the loss of our friend and organist Ann Morgan who recently went to 
meet her Maker. She had been in a nursing home for a few years and become quite frail.  Her beaming smile will long be 
remembered and hopefully copied and passed on to others

Mothering Sunday harks back to the pre Reformation traditions of Laetare Sunday which is the fourth Sunday in the 
season of Lent.   Traditionally it has been a day of celebration within this austere season.   This Sunday gets its name from 
the first few words of the Latin introit to the mass  ‘Laetare Jerusalem’  Isaiah 66. ‘Rejoice O Jerusalem and come together 
all you who love her’.  
The connection with mothers comes with the custom of visiting your mother church or cathedral on that day.  
Many customs of that time survived the Reformation and this included the lowly act of baking a Simnel cake for your 
mother and taking it to wherever she lived.  
Imagine the sense of freedom as you walked along the primrose decked lanes, picking as you went, full of anticipation in the 
knowledge that you would see your mother after one long year toiling away as a parlour  maid, and because the person you 
worked for was kind and let you bake a cake as a present for mum.   ‘I’ll to thee a Simnel bring/Gainst thou go’st a Mothering’.   
Robert Herrick.
It was Constance Smith who reconnected Simnel Cake and any surviving customs of the day that survived with the honouring 
of mothers.  Under the name of C Penswick Smith she published a booklet ‘The Revival of Mothering Sunday’ in 1920.  
It was the tragic loss of many sons in the First World War by mothers that started Mothering Sunday off again as a most 
loved mid Lent tradition.

Char, Chat, Cushions and Curtains are continuing to meet to create some curtains for the church entrance door, it's 
a bit draughty in winter. We hope they will not only shut off the flow of cold air but also brighten out church and give the 
priest  something bright and encouraging to look at during the service! We were hoping to finish for Easter but that might 
have been a bit hopeful, they may well arrive at the same time as the Holy Spirit.

The air is warmer and as a result spring flowers are showing their heads, birds are singing loudly for their mates and all is 
GO in nature !  The act of creation never stops and brings so much joy after the winter cold and seemingly endless rain this 
last year.  Off into the gardens friends there is much to be done !

Talking of gardens and growth, during my Lenten time I have been receiving emails from 40 Acts of Stewardship. They are 
daily messages of encouragement and actions we can take and I have found them a very useful tool in my faith journey. 
They start with a brief bible verse or passage and then a different contributer each day who writes something on how they 
see that verse in action today to help others. I strongly recommend it. At the end  there are 3 choices of action, green, yellow 
and red, three different strengths if you like. All a challenge and encouragement to grow in faith and to share it with others, 
usually without words, but it’s always good to have a few up your sleeve jus in case your asked why you do something or 
why you act in the way you do.

HAVE A TRULY BLESSED EASTER
and 

let’s look forward to Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit
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Holy Week & April services
Thursday March 29th 19.30 Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday, April 1st 10.30 Easter Family Communion followed by an Easter Egg 
Hunt in the Gardens (weather permitting)
   15.00 Madagascan Community Family Communion and  
     Baptism - Rev’d. Charlotte Sullivan - ALL 
WELCOME!
Sunday, April 8th 10.30 Family Communion - Rev’d. Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday, April 15th 10.30 Family Communion - Rev’d. Charlotte Sullivan
                                           Congregation Fellowship “Bring & Share” Lunch
Sunday, April 22nd 10.30 Family Communion - Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday, April 29th 10.30 Family Communion - Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan

Please note this important date:
Saturday, April 18th      Chaplaincy Annual General Meeting and Chap-Aid Annual General Meeting in Doudrac

Sunday School Dates: April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Sunday School and Youth Group For more information, feel free to contact Anne Sharp (05 57 88 46 24), or Heather 
Gardiner (07 87 71 92 52 or heathermariongardiner@gmail.com)

In addition to checking out the Chaplaincy website www.churchinaquitaine.org
for updated and new articles on our church life,

please surf to the Bordeaux Church website: www.anglicanbordeaux.org
Visit and "like" our facebook pages: EnglishAnglicanChurchBordeaux

Wine and Words – Bordeaux
Join our Anglican Church Choir – Bordeaux facebook group 

twitter: @anglicanbdx

Activities & Opportunities
The Kids' Choir meets immediately after every service for a 15 minute practice and they will 
be participating in the Ordination and Easter Services! Please encourage your children to join 
in on the fun and take time for yourself to chat and have a cup of coffee. 

The Adult Choir has choir practices on Saturday afternoons from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the Chapel. All 
voices (S-A-T-B) are welcome so come along and see what it's all about. A good time is ensured. The 
choir will be singing at the Maundy Thursday and Easter celebrations. To be put on the choir mailing list, 
please contact Richard at a Sunday service or write to info@anglicanbordeaux.org.

Picnic Play Reading Group. The Picnic Play-Reading Group meets once a month to read a play – do come join us! We 
are always happy to welcome more members to this worthwhile fellowship activity. For more 
information, please contact Pamela (pamela.i.prior@gmail.com, 06 75 80 03 86).  

Bible Study Group. A hearty welcome to those who are interested in meeting in Bordeaux 
on Friday evenings. If you would like to join this group or start one in your area, please 
contact Christine Rychlewski: alienor1153@yahoo.com or 06 81 85 72 97

Wine and Words Group. Wine and Words is a monthly discussion group which meets once a month on a Friday 
evening to discuss a specific topic. Contact Christine Rychlewski: alienor1153@yahoo.com or 06 81 85 72 97 for more 
information and to join our mailing list (we also have a Facebook group: Wine and Words Bordeaux).

Bordeaux   
(33) Chapelle de l’Assomption,   
370 bd Président Wilson,   (opposite 
the British Consulate).

CW    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson               05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Nellie Salvi                     05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
ML    Nelli Salvi                 05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78  
PC     Christine Rychlewski   06 81 85 72 97



    Spreading the Word                                                                                                                              April 2018    |    21

Filling up the Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand basket. This centre city social charity, 
supported by the Bordeaux Church and others, cares for people who are less fortunate than we. 
Please pick up dried goods of any sort, toiletry items (toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo), or 
nappies for babies while you're in the supermarket and bring them to church on any Sunday. 
Every little bit helps! For those with a little time, please think about helping out at the Foyer itself. 
They need volunteers to sort clothing donations and also to help with after-school programmes.

News from last month:
MARCH NEWS

Ordination Weekend
The single most important event, apart from Lent and all the worship meetings due to Lenten dates, is the Ordination of 
our new priest, Revd Charlotte Sullivan. 17th March was a memorial day for Charlotte, the Bordeaux congregation and the 
Chaplaincy of Aquitaine as a whole. Chaplain Tony Lomas was also commissioned by the Bishop as Area Dean of South 
Western France with the Vendée. A solemn, but joyous Ordination was followed by a  celebratory Tea & Cake Reception 
in the Primary School Recreational Hall and was enjoyed by one and all. Our thanks to SO MANY in the Chaplaincy, in 
the Diocese and in Bordeaux, who worked very hard to coordinate the whole celebration and to make it such a special day 
for Charlotte and her family, as well as for her church family. Even the weather helped - after an initial downpour, we had 
clement skies! and the SNCF ensured that our Bishop, Bishop Robert and his wife, Helen arrived on time!

On Sunday morning, we had the great pleasure of having Revd Richard Bromley, Mission 
Director of the Intercontinental Church Society, the Chaplaincy's patron, officiate at the 
Family Communion Service. Richard preached a challenging sermon for the Bordeaux 
congregation and the Kids' Choir sang during Communion. We hope that Richard and 
Denise will be back on a visit soon.

Local Committee Meeting news from February. Treasurer Barry Gardiner gave a report on the finances which are 
healthy but we must concentrate hard on increasing our income in order to ensure the salary of a full-time priest. Please 
think about joining the Electoral Roll if you're not already on it and are a regular worshipper at church. Take time to pray 
too about making your giving to the church a regular thing via direct debit or Gift Aid (in the UK). Contributions made in 
this fashion are tax-deductible.
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Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 59 13
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Christine Walter  05 53 74 93 20

APRIL SERVICES
Sunday 01 April   10:30  Easter Day Holy Communion   Ven. Chris Sims
Sunday 08 April   10:30  Holy Communion    Rev’d Louise Courtney
Sunday 15 April   10:30  Morning Worship    David Albrecht
Thursday 19 April   10:30  BCP Holy Communion   Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 22 April  10:30  Holy Communion    Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft
Sunday 29 April   10:30  Special Holy Communion   Rev’d Tony Lomas

Charlotte’s Ordination: 
We all enjoyed the wonderful service at Bordeaux on Saturday 17th March.  It was lovely to see a full church supporting 
Charlotte in the next step on her journey.  By the time you read this we will have  welcomed her back to Limeuil for her first 
communion service on Palm Sunday  followed by a celebratory Bring and Share lunch. Charlotte then moves to Bordeaux 
to set up home in the city which will be a lot different from the peace and quiet of Limeuil.

Local Annual Meeting:
Our local annual meeting was held on 11th March chaired by Rev’d Tony Lomas.  Kathryn Carr was elected as Warden and 
Carol Froome was elected as a committee member.  Thanks were given to everyone who had helped us achieve 34800€  for 
the Chaplaincy in 2017.  Other matters discussed are noted below. 

New Bose sound system: 
Limeuil has decided to invest in a new sound system for the church which will be in use on our Easter Day service for the 
first time!
Following a detailed investigation by Amy into the best system for our church, we decided on a Bose mobile system which 
will allow us to improve the quality of sound in our services.  It will also allow us to play downloaded music and we are 
looking forward to trying out some new music in our services and it will take the pressure off our volunteer musicians.  We 
also hope to use it outside of the church at our fund-raising events as it will open up new opportunities for events using 
music.

Fellowship Group:
Following Charlotte’s move to Bordeaux we require new leaders for our fellowship group.  We are 
hoping to resource this from our own congregation as several members of our group have shown 
a willingness to lead and Tony has also agreed to support this group.  We want to encourage more 
people to join us as it is a wonderful opportunity to deepen our relationship with each other and 
explore God’s word as there are lots of exciting resources available to us.  If you are interested in 
joining us do contact the Wardens - Gill Sweetman (bobgills24@aol.com)or Kathryn Carr (kathryn@
enviro-advice.co.uk)

Music in our church :
We are very lucky in our church that we have talented musicians who are willing to serve 
and support our services on the keyboard or on the organ.  We also have a small group 
of singers who are willing to sing at special services as Ste Catherine’s Singers.  We would 
like to extend the music in our church and would like to put together a worship group 
who will support worship in our prayer and praise services.  If anyone is interested in 
joining this group which will have a more modern style of worship, you would be very 
welcome.  Please contact Phil Carr on phil39carr@free.fr.

Donate your used candles! Amy melts down discarded candle wax to produce new candles for the church, and would 
appreciate donations of used candles of any colour for this project. White candles are especially useful. Thanks! Amy: 06 
07 04 07 77
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Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW Sue Torne  05 62 08 17 78
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML 
PC Irene Birt  05 62 28 80 97

April Services
Sunday 01 April  11:00   Holy Communion 
Thurs 26 April     11:00   Holy Communion

The Local Annual meeting was held on February 22nd after our monthly Thursday service. Unfortunately a number of 
our congregation were away from the Gers (including the Warden!) so attendance was poor.

At the meeting the existing Condom team were re-elected to serve for another two years.

We elected a new ChapAid representative, Mrs Sylvia Hames and a new ChapAid Charity, Friends of 
TREAD.

Sylvia has been a member of the Condom congregation for a number of years, serving as Minutes 
Secretary before joining the team two years ago. We are all delighted that she has decided to take on this 
new role of ChapAid trustee.

Our new charity was set up by two other members of the Condom congregation, Tricia and David Owen. At the LAM Triica 
gave a presentation about the founding and work of Friends of  TREAD.

'In 1993 our Rector invited us to be part of a team going to Southern 
India  at the invitation of the Bishop of Dornakai to teach his clergy 
about the power of the Holy Spirit. We went along to support our Rector 
by keeping him company, washing his socks and making sure he rested 
and ended up in remote tribal churches being called on to pray for 
healing, cast out demons and witness miracles at first hand. It was a 
turning point in all our lives. We continued to correspond with several 
folk there but in particular with Sounder who was the Bishop's right 
hand man and acted as our translator. He was a godly man who with 
his wife had spent his life in childcare. Consequently all waifs and strays 
were brought to them and he told us of his heartfelt wish to care for 
more. After a few more years and another visit we felt God pushing us 
towards his ministry so Sounder formed a trust in India and we did the same in the UK in the year 2000 with the other couple 
from the first trip to India. Friends of TREAD was born and over the years has supported hundreds of children through day 
care centres and also runs a tailoring centre and orphan assistance programme.’

The Condom congregation will be supporting Friends of TREAD at a fellowship lunch after our Maundy Thursday Tenebrae 
Service.

We are aiming to raise money to support a girl at the Grace Tailoring Centre. It costs £300 for a full year's training which 
includes materials,use of equipment, tutors, accomodation and food. At the end of the course each girl receives a sewing 
machine and with a skill for life it is hoped she will always be able to earn a living and her chances of making a good 
marriage will be greatly improved. More details can be found at www.friendsoftread.org

Finally at our LAM details were given of our new musical arrangements for when our organist is unavailable.
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Commissioning of Rev’d 
Tony Lomas as Area Dean 
for SW France with the 

Vendée

Confirmation 
service in 

Bertric Burée

Special moments 
from Charlotte’s 
Ordination Day


