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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, DECEMBER 2018
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

SUNDAY 02 DECEMBER
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion - Bordeaux
10:30 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion – Sainte Nathalène
16:00 Advent Carols – Bertric Burée

WEDNESDAY 05 DECEMBER
15:00 The Gift, Advent Concert - Limeuil

FRIDAY 07 DECEMBER
18:30 Christmas Carol Service – St Médard, Lot et Garonne

SUNDAY 09 DECEMBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion - Limeuil
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer – Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes
11:00 Christmas Carol Service – Envals, Lot et Garonne
14:00 Madagascan Carol Service - Bordeaux
16:00 Christmas Carol Service – Ribérac church
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Bordeaux

MONDAY 10 DECEMBER
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Sainte Nathalène

TUESDAY 11 DECEMBER
17:00 Christmas Carol Service – Monteton

WEDNESDAY 12 DECEMBER
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
18:30 Christmas Carol Service – Dondas

SUNDAY 16 DECEMBER
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Dondas
10:30 Protestant Communion – Eymet Temple
10:30 Morning Worship  – Limeuil
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
16:00 Christmas Carol Service - Chancelade
18:00 Carols by Candlelight – La Taste, near La Sauvetat (Gers)

TUESDAY 18 DECEMBER
18:30 Christmas Carol Service – Allez-et-Cazeneuve

WEDNESDAY 19 DECEMBER
17:00 Christmas Carol Service - Limeuil

THURSDAY 20 DECEMBER
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

FRIDAY 21 DECEMBER
18:00 Christmas Carol Service – Négrondes

SATURDAY 22 DECEMBER
17:00 Christmas Carol Service - Vic Fezensac 

SUNDAY 23 DECEMBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
10:30 Morning Worship – Limeuil
16:00 Christmas Carol Service – Bertric Burée

MONDAY 24 DECEMBER (CHRISTMAS EVE)
17:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
22:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil

TUESDAY 25 DECEMBER (CHRISTMAS DAY)
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
11:00 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil
11:00 Holy Communion - Monteton

SUNDAY 30 DECEMBER
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Special Holy Communion – Limeuil
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Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

No Room at the Inn
I would suspect that most of you are now aware that we are looking 
for new premises in Bordeaux (If not, see page 4 of the November 
magazine).  This is not an experience that I had ever expected to 
encounter in my life as a parish priest.  It is true that some UK churches 
seek out premises to accommodate a new church community or a 
church plant, but it is rare that an existing church requires a new home 
and I have often reflected upon the relationship that exists between a 
worshiping community and its buildings.

One of the joys that I have experienced in coming here to Aquitaine has 
been to relieve myself of the responsibility for a group of historic church 
buildings.  My nine Gloucestershire churches were all undoubtedly 
beautiful but were difficult to adapt to 21st Century worship and were 
a huge drain on the financial and emotional resources of the parishes 
(and their vicar!).  Whilst our current situation in Bordeaux makes 
me realise that there is some comfort in having ‘ownership’ of a secure 
home, I also wonder whether there are advantages in being a church 
with ‘no fixed abode’.

Some years ago, Rev’d Richard Giles wrote a book about how old churches could be adapted to modern worship.  He entitled 
the book “Repitching the Tent” in reference to the fact that he believes that we have become too static as a church – physically, 
liturgically and missionally.  The people of Israel were for many decades a nomadic people and their place of encounter with 
God was in a tent that moved with them.  From the time that King Solomon built the first Temple in Jerusalem, mankind’s 
relationship with God began to become more static.  Richard Giles suggested that we need to recapture something of the 
fluidity of those ancient nomadic days, unconstrained by the solid walls – both literal and metaphorical – that surround 
our churches.

As we enter into Advent our focus is drawn to the foundations of our church.  Those foundations are not static stone, brick 
or concrete, but human, relational and dynamic.  The candles of the traditional Advent Wreath remind us week by week of 
The Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses et al.), The Prophets, John the Baptist and Mary, Mother of Jesus.  All of these 
are people who lived in uncertain times and we will shortly hear once again the Christmas narrative of Joseph and Mary 
searching for somewhere to stay.

Perhaps this Christmas we can allow ourselves to be reminded of the fact that our Lord and Saviour was born in temporary 
accommodation.  God in taking human form lived his early years in exile and his final years as an itinerant preacher: "Foxes 
have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." (Luke 9:58)

We are blessed with some wonderful places to meet for worship across the Chaplaincy and I firmly believe that we will soon 
be able to move to a God-given new home in Bordeaux.  At this time of year, however, I feel that it might do us all good to 
reflect on the dynamic and challenging nature of God’s relationship with mankind and to be encouraged to come out from 
behind our church walls – again, both literal and metaphorical! – and to follow the nomadic Jesus on his mission to bring 
“Peace on earth and good will to all mankind.”

I trust that you have a blessed and joyful Christmas and I look forward to entering another New Year alongside you all as 
we seek to follow God’s will for us here in Aquitaine.

Yours, in Christ
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Looking after your Cyclamen in the winter.

I love Cyclamen, such vivid 
colours, reds, purples, 

pinks, white and some that 
are mottled.   The leaves 
are beautiful.   However, if 
there is one indoor plant I 
have trouble with it is this 
beautiful, popular winter 
friend.  

It’s generally not the plant 
that gives the trouble but 
the environment it’s in.   We 

buy them from the flower stalls or garden centres looking magnificent.  This is 
because they have been kept at the same temperature for months and watered 
and fed automatically.   When bought and leaving the shop with the plant make 
sure it is sheltered on the way home, no draughts or rain battering.   Cyclamen 
need to be kept in a place with good ventilation or the leaves become soft and 
a nasty mould will appear if they live with condensation. Also no draughts.  
Sufficient heat must be provided to keep a temperature of at least 10 degrees 
C at night, and a reasonable temperature during the day, and not in a sunny 
window.   

If you do get mould, use a fungicide dust and spray over plants, remove any 
shrivelled leaves and faded flowers, just tug the stems and they will come away 
easily.   Always feed and water from the bottom, so the roots drink up the water 
to feed, an old saucer or shallow dish will do the job.   Never over water and wait 
until root ball is on the dry side before watering again.   Never let the feed touch 
the leaves.   It is suggested that you feed only every 2 weeks, but only when it is 
in flower, as soon as it’s finished flowering stop and withdraw all water and food.  
Certainly not an easy customer.  Good luck.

Canary Bird

Bishop Robert’s Advent Appeal
This year’s Advent Appeal is to enable St Andrew’s Moscow to equip their church 
with a kitchen. 

St Andrew’s is committed to the work of reconciliation and the building of trust 
between peoples. It fulfils this key element of our diocesan strategy in a unique 
and powerful way. It is not putting it too strongly to say that St Andrew’s Church 
contributes in a small way to the cause of world peace. 

The offering and sharing of hospitality is a key part of the life of many of our 
chaplaincies. St Andrew’s is no exception. But, at present, food has to be brought 
in by parishioners or prepared in the parsonage. St Andrew’s would love to be 
able to prepare food on site. 

A kitchen would further St Andrew’s work of reconciliation. It would strengthen 
church fellowship. And it would be a place in which some of the orphaned young 
people who are served by St Andrew’s could be taught how to cook. 

You can give money to this appeal through the local Treasurer of your church, 
or the Chap-Aid Treasurer, who can be reached on: 06 07 04 07 77, (treasurer.
chapaid@gmail.com)  or read more about it at: https://www.anglicancb.org/
uploads/1/1/9/3/119381789/advent_appeal_2018.pdf

Hello everyone

Welcome to the last 
edition of Spreading 
the Word for 2018 - 
where did the year 
go! We have had 
plenty of joys, sorrows, challenges 
and experiences throughout the past 
year and no doubt the next one will 
be just as filled.

Please note your next issue will cover 
both January and February and you 
won’t receive it until early January.  
Bob and I are going  back to New 
Zealand for a holiday as we enjoyed it 
so much last time.  Will tell you how 
we got on on our return!

Do please keep those articles coming 
so when we move into 2019 I can 
keep providing an interesting and 
sometimes thought-provoking 
magazine for you.

Meanwhile, I wish you all a blesssed 
and peaceful Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

Love Gill



    Spreading the Word                                                                                                                     December 2018    |    5

Celebrate the Light   by Helen Grace Lescheid

The second World War raged in Europe during Christmas Eve in 1944.

Mother, with four small children, had fled our native Ukraine with the retreating German army. Father had been 
reported missing in action.  Now we were refugees living in a two-room shack in Dieterwald, Poland. But again the fighting 
front was only about fifty kilometres away. Frequent air raids sent us scurrying for cover. Explosions rattled the windows. 
Army trucks brought in the wounded and the dead. Hay wagons filled with refugees rumbled west; bombers droned 
overhead and army tanks rolled east. Partisans (underground resistance) attacked innocent women and children at night. 
Nobody in his right mind went out into the dark winter night.

And yet, it was Christmas Eve. Two women had prepared a Christmas party in a neighbouring village and invited us. 
Mother, wanting to give us children joy, accepted.  She instructed my sister and me to dress warmly against the winter's 
cold. "Tonight we're going to a party," she said. Being only eight-years old, I sensed no danger--only wondrous excitement.

Hurriedly my sister, two years younger, and I dressed. If only Mother would hurry! A simple wick flickered in a saucer of 
oil--our only light. We could barely see her shadowy form as she bustled about getting my four-year-old brother, Fred, and 
almost two-year-old sister, Katie, ready. Finally Mother was putting on her heavy winter coat, kerchief, and warm felt boots.

With one small breath, she blew out the oil lamp. It was pitch dark now.

"Open the door, Lena," she called to me.

We stepped onto the crisp snow covering the farmyard. A moon crescent hung above a large house across the yard where 
the estate owners lived--kind people who treated us refugees well. It, too, was shrouded in darkness.

Mother lifted Katie and shuffled her to her back: she'd carry her piggyback for the five kilometres.

"Hang tight onto my coat collar," she coaxed. Then, turning towards us girls, she said, "You take Fred's hands." My younger 
sister and I complied. We had often taken care of our little brother while mother had culled potatoes in the big barns or had 
done other chores for the landowners.

At the road, we stopped. Although I knew it well from my treks to school, I could barely make out the houses on either side 
of the street. No street lights were allowed now. Windows heavily draped permitted no light to seep out of the houses. My 
mother hesitated for a brief moment. Then she said, "Come, we'll take the shortcut across the fields."

The snow crunched as four pairs of feet punched holes in the white expanse of open fields. Stars spangled the vault of sky 
above us. A blood-red glow smeared the eastern sky. At times an explosion sent flames shooting into the sky.

"Girls, recite your poems to me." Mother's voice sounded a bit shaky. Her arms aching, she put Katie down on the snowy 
ground. Our recitations of Christmas poems made white puffs in the cold night air.  When we finished, Mother said, "Speak 
up loud and clear when your turn comes. No mumbling."  She lifted Katie once more onto her back, and we began to walk 
again. On and on we walked. But we were far too excited to be tired.

Finally we arrived at our friends' house. The door opened and we stepped inside. I felt I had stepped into heaven itself. 
Lights! A whole room-full of lights.  Candlelight flickered from a small Christmas tree and bounced out of happy children's 
eyes. Heavily draped windows kept the light inside--for us to revel in. Red paper chains decked the tree; delicate paper 
cherubs smiled down upon us.

We squeezed in amongst women and children sitting on the floor. Soon the room filled with singing: "Stille Nacht, heilige 
Nacht."(Silent Night, Holy Night) Some mothers sang alto, the rest of us, soprano. We sang with gusto and from memory, 
songs that lifted our hearts above the terrors of war and inspired new hope for the days ahead.

I can't remember our long trek home that night, but I do remember the wonderful gifts I received; my right pocket bulged 
with the most beautiful ball I'd ever seen. A very colourful ball it was. Much later, I learned it had been made out of 
scrunched up rags wrapped in rainbow coloured yarn probably gleaned from unravelling old sweaters. The other pocket 
held three cookies!

Soon after that wonderful Christmas party, we were evacuated. Icy winds blew snow into our faces as we cowered on an 
uncovered hay wagon pulled by two scrawny horses. With the front so close behind, we travelled day and night. Once it was 
safe to stop, we slept in draughty barns. We ate hunks of frozen bread and drank the occasional cup of milk supplied by a 
Red Cross jeep.

But the warm memory of that Christmas celebration shone like a small candle in the darkness.

Even years later, when my own life's circumstances seemed too bleak to celebrate Christmas, I remembered the truth 
of Christmas born in my heart that night: Jesus, the light of the world came to us at Christmas time and no amount of 
darkness can put out that light. (John 1: 4,5)
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A German Shepherd, a Doberman and a Cat 
have  died.  All three are faced by God who 
wants to know what they believe in. 

Following on from the article about 
sermons, I came across the following:

At the royal wedding in May, 
Bishop Curry entranced the 

world. What does he think makes for 
a good preacher?

“Well, I don’t know if you ever watch 
jazz artists. Many are classically 
trained, but the jazz happens when 
they take what is the text, the notes on 
the page, and then riffs, improvises 
and weaves it around, and brings life 
to what is on the page. So I preach 
like that. There is this text, but then 
there is this riffing. That’s where the 
Holy Spirit comes in.”

Part and parcel of his rhetorical style, 
though, is to touch on the current 
parlous state of the world without 
getting into naming and shaming. 
It was there in his wedding sermon 
and explains, he believes, why it 
made such an impact.

“The message of love, and how 
that’s the key to life for us all, that 
resonated. Most have a sense that 
we must find a way to live together 
as a human community, whether 
for the sake of the planet, or the 
implications of change in our climate 
and environment. No individual 
nation can solve that alone.”

Speaking truth to power – whether to 
presidents or princes – is for Bishop 
Michael Curry a subtle art, rooted in 
scripture but delivered with warmth, 
sincerity and panache, as seen at the 
royal wedding. “It was,” he muses, 
“like that violin string when it hits 
the perfect note and pitch. It causes 
the other strings to vibrate. The 
message hits the moment and a deep 
human need that is in all of us.”

Owen Humphreys/PA

Time to 
smile......

Do you ever wonder what’s been discussed at a Chaplaincy Council 
Meeting????
After each meeting  Info and Action Points are always posted on the website.
Here is the link where they are found:
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/chaplaincy-news-2#chaplaincy-
council

Why not have a look and keep yourself up-to-date 
with all life in the Chaplaincy!!

Did you know?

The German Shepherd says, “I believe in discipline, good 
training and loyalty to my master”.
“Good,” says God, “then sit down on my right side.
“Doberman, what do you believe in?” asked God. The Doberman answers, “I 
believe in the love, care and protection of my master.”
“Aha,” says God, “you may sit to my left.”
The he looks at the Cat and asks, “And what do you believe in?”
The Cat then answers, “I believe you’re sitting in my seat.”
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Cooking in December with Frances Pengelly

Rising early in the morning in 
the winter is magic here at the 

Presbytere.   I sit with my bowl of 
porridge and honey watching the 
dawn break behind the silhouetted 
trees and my herb garden emerges 
from the darkness.   The cat sits 
washing herself on my desk and 
the two cockerels call to each other 
in Annie Get Your Gun fashion 
– ‘Anything you can do I can do 
better’…   Hope is my beloved Naked 
Necked cockerel.   Not knowing what 
sex the small hunched, frightened 
and hungry chicken was, cowering 
beside the busy road to Sarliac, we 
took it home and put it temporarily 
in the fantail dove aviary.   On our 
return from a short visit to England 
we found the bird living like a 
fantail, perched up in the pigeon loft, 
sleeping with the doves and three 
times as big as when we left it.   By 
now fearing the worst we introduced 
our find to the hens.  We were right 
it was a cockerel and Hope would 
be his name.   His early traumatic 
life has taken its toll.   He is a wimp, 
but has wonderful bronze feathers 
and a small matching jaunty feather 
cap.  He eats from my hand and is 
a real mother’s boy.  Since I wrote 
this Hope my cockerel has died.   I 
have decided to leave these words as 
a fond farewell.

So Christmas is here again, and I 
have been reading about the hunger 
of the French peasant families in 
the past, who with the aid of Les 
Chátaignes, were able to survive.  
The Sweet Chestnut dates back to 
prehistoric times and was known to 
have been one of the first foods man 
ate.  Certainly up to the First World 

War, and in some parts of France 
up to the end of the 19th century, 
most of the country dwellers relied 
on their nourishment from this 
wonderful tree, whose greenish/
white catkins provide a spring beauty 
that surpasses most other trees in the 
forest.   Crop failure could result in 
destitution for the community and 
harvesting the nuts was celebrated as 
a vendage. The nuts contain twice as 
much starch as potatoes and country 
dwellers would start the day with a 
bowl of boiled chestnuts.

In the evening round the fire, in 
great merriment they would listen 
to stories of the past removing the 
lovely prickly casing round the nuts.   

When this was finished the nuts 
were carried to a special outbuilding 
called a sécadou or clédo and laid 
out on shelves over a fire of chestnut 
leaves to be slowly dried then put 
into sacks and beaten to extract the 
husks.   A kind of bread (mique) 
and pancakes was made from the 
crushed nuts.

In those bleak days the chestnut 
groves were well looked after and the 
area round them cleaned and weeded 
so that all the chestnuts that fell were 
collected.   Today the trees are not so 
important and the ‘marrons’ fall into 
the grass and are left to rot.   Sadly 
many Sweet Chestnut trees have 
fallen to the disease L’Encre (ink) 
which turns the nuts black.  I have 
read that most of the chestnuts eaten 
today are imported either tinned or 

vacuum packed from China, Spain 
and Italy.  In this part of the world 
we can still enjoy these wonderful 
trees that inhabit the woods of this 
area of France with such beauty.

Chestnut Soup:  Finely chop 2 small 
onions, 1 carrot, 1 celery stick and fry 
in 40g butter adding 225g tinned or 
vacuum packed chestnuts.   Add 1.4 

litres of good stock, simmer 
until soft.   Blitz, serve with 
croutons or a dash of Madeira 
or cream and parsley.

Chestnut Stuffing.  Don’t 
let Mr. Paxo do it for you!   
Mash 450g tinned or vacuum 
packed chestnuts.  Add 1 
chopped onion, a celery stick 
450 Granny Smith peeled 
and chopped apples.  Mix 
in 700g pork sausage meat,  
400g fine breadcrumbs and 1 

egg to bind mixture.   Sea salt and 
pepper and juice of ½ a lemon.   (For 
a 5.4-6.3kg). turkey.    

Christmas should not be an excessive 
time.   The simpler the better.   

Happy  Christmas Cooking.
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Centenary Remembrance

Like many other people I watched The Remembrance Day Service from Westminster Abbey and found it impressive and 
moving. I imagine most people would share my sentiments. Of course the setting is magnificent but there was a genuine 

feeling of solemnity and respect . The readings from the Scriptures and other sources were appropriate  and in particular,the 
quotations from Churchill’s memoirs, and the address given by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Churchill pointed out that 
the victors had a serious responsibility to provide a way forward for a better future for the whole world and the Archbishop 
stressed the need to forgive our enemies and show love and consideration towards them: without these there would be little 
improvement

In a recent TV program the question was raised “what have the Germans cause to celebrate”. Their leader was Hitler. But 
many Germans did suffer terribly in the war, senior members of the German armed forces plotted against Hitler and young 
people were obliged to join Nazi Youth Movements, whether they wished to do so or not. 

I lived through World War 2 and was five when war commenced in 1939. I was about to start school. The  school  to which 
I was going, Hutchesons’ Girls’ Grammar School, closed the kindergarten and so I began my education  in a quaint little 
school, The Arundel, in Clarkston a suburb of Glasgow. The teacher, a Miss Muir, had three age groups to teach at the same 
time and in the same large classroom. How she managed was a miracle but while one group did the alphabet and reading 
other groups were doing other things. However I was able to start in Primary 1 at the grammar school the following year.

It was a very uncertain time for Britain but we children found it exciting. There was “the blackout” - black curtains at all 
windows and ARP wardens  who  came round to say if there was a chink of light showing. There were  ARP shelters and we 
liked to climb up on to the roofs which were not very high.Usually an ARP warden or a policeman would arrive and tick 
us off. Some neighbours had a shelter built in the garden and one of our favourite occupations  at weekends  was pumping 
water out of them which helped the adults. My father had a strong ‘battle wall’ built outside one of the bedroom windows 
and when the siren wailed we ran into that room. My father had fought in World War 1 at the Battle of the Somme and was 
not eligible for this war but he was a firefighter in our avenue and we had the equipment in our house. He was also on the 
firefighters’ rota in his Glasgow office. My parents listened avidly to the news bulletins. I can remember the rather unusual 
name of one of the newscaster - Alva(r) Liddell.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

We had many air raids with sirens wailing but little damage in our area unlike other parts of the city such as Clydebank. 
However, one night German bombers unloaded a large number of incendiary bombs in the field opposite our avenue and  
it was ablaze. Bits of roofs and  slates came off some properties and  shrapnel was found in gardens. Also Rudolph Hess 
crashed in a field a few miles away from where we lived  and people went to have a look and collected  pieces of tarpaulin. 
When out walking we passed groups of Italian prisoners of war going  to and from their places of farm work and there were 
refugee children from the Channel Islands in our Guide and Brownie groups.  In spite of the restrictions and the serious 
situation we managed to have parties and mothers were able to provide wonderful food

 The full horror of the war did not have  an impact  on me until much later. Parents and other adults did discuss terrible 
events  and at church we prayed for the suffering of those badly affected and for the armed forces..We also collected items to 
send to those in great need through the Red Cross and WVS. I remember seeing some films about the war and in cinemas at 
that time there was always a news reel which presented the current happenings. One  film I remember was  "The 7th Cross" 
about a German prisoner of war camp showing the brutality of the Nazis.

The most horrific films were the documentaries which appeared on TV screens after the war. These included the scenes 
which confronted soldiers on entering the ‘death camps’. There were also films revealing Hitler’s ‘Final Solution’. I have a 
video “Judgement at  Nuremburg”. A strong cast of screen actors plays out the court room trials of those  implicated in the 
horrendous crimes as they pursued their quest for a pure Aryan  race. To confirm these horrors there is in Jerusalem an 
exhibition of items of clothing, jewellery and other things belonging to the victims of the camps. It is clear that such hatred  
against a particular ethnic group must not be allowed to recur. Yet only last week  four people in London were found guilty 
of such charges. In Pittsburg, USA, a Jewish community was targeted and a short while ago members of the UK Labour 
Party were named as having anti-semitic tendencies. Recent programs on The God Channel have also confirmed   anti-
semitism is increasing throughout the world. The God Channel reports too there are growing numbers of Christians who 
are working to protect Jewish communities and are helping them to return to Israel. 

It is a matter of great urgency  for Christians to be encouraged to support and pray for Jewish and other vulnerable ethnic 
people and that children be brought up to treat with respect individuals with faiths and traditions different from their own.

Elizabeth Falkner
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Around theDiocese:

~

Armistice Commemorations
Across much of Europe, Church congregations marked the 100th anniversary of 
the signing of the Armistice which ended the First World War.
On Friday the British Prime Minister, Teresa May, paid tribute to fallen soldiers 
in France and Belgium. She visited the St Symphorien Military Cemetery in 
Mons with the Belgian prime minister where she laid wreaths at the graves of 
the first and last UK soldiers killed in the war. Later in the day Mrs May and the 
French president Macron attended a wreath-laying ceremony at the the Thiepval 
Memorial.
A wreath combining the poppy and le bleuet (or cornflower), the two national 
emblems of remembrance for Britain and France, was made for the occasion.

Commemoration at Athens

‘For all the Saints’ – A Beautiful Confirmation Service at All 
Saints Milan
Bishop Robert writes:
It was very special indeed for me to be leading 
worship at All Saints Milan on their patronal 
festival: All Saints Sunday. Milan is rich in 
Christian history. There can be few cities where 
the sense of historical communion with the 
saints is so strong. Christians were martyred 
in this city by the Emperor Nero in the decades 
immediately following the crucifixion of Jesus. 
The memory of some of these martyrs lives on in story and legend; others are 
unknown to later history.
I came to Milan for the weekend, and specifically to baptize, to confirm and 
to receive into the Church of England six adult candidates. Each of them has a 
lively personal faith and felt All Saints Milan to be the place they wanted to make 
their spiritual home. In a city with such a rich inheritance of faith, it was a joy to 
be celebrating the present day faith of these committed Christians.
Let me mention, in particular, Behrang Elgameh. Behgrang comes from 
a Christian family in Shiraz, Iran. He is studying civil engineering in Milan. 
He also plays the flute extremely well. Behrang is part of the extraordinary 
and impressive Iranian Christian community living in Western Europe. And 
Behrang’s sponsors had flown all the way from Pakistan to support him on this 
special day.
Our worship was led by an excellent choir. I particularly enjoyed a haunting 
chant that dated back to the 12th century Hildegard of Bingen. It was a very 
beautiful service, in which the presence of God felt close and real.

The Church of England’s 2018 
Advent and Christmas campaign is 
called #FollowTheStar. 

The main aim is to encourage people 
into a local church service or event 
to share in the joy of Jesus’ birth.

Here are five ways to get involved:

Order the #FollowTheStar: A Journey 
Through the 12 Days of Christmas 
booklets. The resource has been 
written by The Revd Dr Isabelle 
Hamley and features a welcome 
from the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York. The booklets are available 
individually and in bulk-savings 
packs for congregations and visitors 
to your church to use. 

Download and buy posters, logos and 
other resources. 

Update your church page on A Church 
Near You! 

Encourage churches in your diocese to 
be ‘star churches’ by displaying stars 
prominently

Help to share Christmas videos and 
social media posts through your 
diocesan and local church social 
media accounts.

You can read fuller information 
about this at:
https://www.churchofengland.org/
more/media-centre/stories-and-
features/how-can-your-church-get-
involved-followthestar-our-2018
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The Wise Men’s Presents

Far away from Bethlehem and the Holy Land, much further east, lived three wise men. They were called astrologers and 
they used to study the stars. They said they could foretell the future just from seeing what position the stars were in the 

sky. They also believed that one day God would come to earth as a real person. They had read about this in their holy books. 
One day they were studying the sky when they became very excited. There was a special star shining in the sky. It meant to 
them that the baby who was God had been born. They knew that they were to follow the star until it stopped over the place 
where the baby was living. 

Everyone who visits a new baby likes to take a present to welcome it into the world. The three wise men wanted to choose 
something that the baby would value, or that could be useful.  It was no good taking toys. They had no idea what a baby 
might like. They were very wise but had spent most of their time looking at stars, not children. They couldn’t take food 
because it would certainly spoil during the long journey. Clothes might be possible, but how big was the baby? They had no 
idea. It really was a problem.               

The first wise man, called Melchior, consulted the other two sages, Caspar and Balthazar.  ‘What are we going to do’? he 
asked them. ‘What do babies like? I don’t know what gift to take to this very special child.’

Caspar looked thoughtful. ‘Babies need oil’, he said. ‘I think their mothers have to look after their skin, or something. I think 
I might go down to the olive grove and speak to my head gardener. I will ask him to put ready a very large jar of the purest, 
best olive oil. I will take that for him’.

Balthazar was glum. He hadn’t run out of ideas because he hadn’t had any ideas at all. He groaned and looked down at the 
carpet, trying to think of something sensible but nice to take to the baby. The carpet, with large red and gold scrolls all 
over it, stared back at him. A smile began to spread over his face. ‘I know!’ he said, suddenly cheerful. ‘I shall take a very 
expensive, large Eastern carpet from one of my palaces. It will be warm and safe and an excellent thing for the baby to play 
on when he begins to crawl’.

Melchior was looking smug. ‘Well, I’ve had a really good idea’, he said. As no-one else spoke he said, ‘Don’t you want to hear 
it?’

‘Oh, go on then’, said Caspar wearily. (He had heard so many of Melchior’s good ideas recently, and was rather tired of them).

‘Well’, said Melchior, ‘What about a large cage of pigeons?’

‘What!’ said Caspar. ‘What on earth for?’

‘So the baby can send messages to his friends when he’s a bit older. And’, he added hastily, as he could see the others about 
to laugh at him again, ‘he can watch them flying about, and he can tame them, and they can have baby birds so that will be 
interesting, and…’He stopped for breath.

The others were a bit bored by now. ‘Right’, said Balthazar, ‘so we’ve decided. Now all we must do is get ready to go’. 

Their problem solved, they then started to plan their journey.  They rounded up their camels and piled all their luggage onto 
the backs of the animals. The cage of pigeons was particularly difficult to balance on, but eventually they managed to tie it 
into position. Then they set out following the bright star in the sky that kept moving on towards Bethlehem.  When they 
got tired, they got off their camels and made up some beds on the ground. They took the camels to the oasis where they 
could get a drink of water, and they lit a camp fire to keep away wild animals.  They had to unload the camels so that the 
poor tired beasts could get some rest. Then they all went to sleep. In the morning they had breakfast and went to fetch the 
camels. But what a shock!   The camels had got loose and had gone on the rampage. They had knocked over all the luggage. 
They had broken things, dirtied things, torn things, eaten things!  In fact, there was very little left except an empty bird cage 
(the birds had long since flown away), a carpet covered in olive oil where the jar had been smashed, and a box containing a 
few of their possessions.  The wise men were furious. 

‘Look!, said Caspar. ‘All our gifts for the baby have been spoilt. The birds have all gone, my olive oil is all spilled, and your 
carpet, Balthazar, is ruined. What can we do?’

They were all very quiet and very upset. How could they continue their journey to see the most important baby in the world, 
without any presents?

Well’, said Caspar. ‘You, Melchior, you own a lot of gold. Why not give him some? It will help to keep his family safe. Its very 
valuable. You put it in the box for safe-keeping didn’t you? So its still there.

‘That’s a good idea’, said Melchior. ‘I really wanted him to have the pigeons but I suppose gold will do. Kings wear gold, don’t 
they? He is going to reign over all of us. Yes, I shall give him gold. He will know when he is older that old Melchior knew 
he was going to be a king’.
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‘Well, that’s your problem settled’, said Caspar.

‘But what about you?’ Balthazar asked Caspar. ‘What can you give him now that the oil has all gone?’

Caspar continued to think. ‘Well…’ he said slowly. ‘I think I should give him something to show that I know he’s from 
Heaven. When we pray in our church we light incense and the smoke takes our prayers up to heaven. I have frankincense 
in my box. It will be a sign that he is really God and will show that I know that. I shall take it to him as it has the best and 
most lasting perfume. But what can you take, Balthazar?’

Balthazar was a bit put out. His friends had already thought of the best presents and he was a bit stuck.

‘Well,’ he said a bit sharply, ‘You might think frankincense is the best perfume, but actually I prefer myrrh, myself – and 
it lasts longer. Actually I have a whole jar in my box that I haven’t opened yet. I’ll give him that. It will last him a lifetime.’

And so the problem was solved. The camels were rounded up, the luggage (what was left of it), was put on their backs, and 
off they went westwards, towards Bethlehem, still following the star.  When they arrived at the Star Inn, they were directed 
by Gideon the innkeeper to the stable at the end of the garden, where the baby and his family were living. There had been 
no room in the inn on the night that he was born, and Mary and Joseph his parents had to make do with the stable instead 
of a warm room inside the house. 

The wise men were troubled and surprised that this baby, who was God, should be treated like this, but they had no doubt 
that they had found the right place. The dazzling star stayed quite still right over the roof of the stable, almost pointing down 
into the room below the roof.  They were greeted by Mary and they explained where they had come from, and who they 
were. After they had seen the baby Jesus, and prayed for him, they began to look uncomfortable.

‘Look’, said Caspar. ‘I mean, well, that is to say…’

Balthazar took over. ‘We’ve rather sorry you know but…’

‘Melchior added, ‘It’s like this – our presents were destroyed on the journey. I was bringing some pigeons in a lovely big cage. 
I was sure that the baby would love them. And Caspar thought you would like a jar of olive oil to keep the baby’s skin soft’.

‘And I had a very expensive carpet with me from one of my palaces,’ added Balthaza, boastfully. ‘Jesus would have loved 
playing on it’.

‘But they were spoilt by our frisky camels’, they all moaned.

‘So, said Melchior, ‘we’ve had to improvise with what we had left that didn’t get ruined by those stupid 
camels.’

And he took out a small gold box and opened it. Inside there were two pieces of real gold, each the 
size of a chocolate bar.

‘These are for the baby’, he said. ‘One day he will leave all this poverty behind him and be a real king 
with lots of money’. Mary thanked him and quietly smiled to herself.

Then Caspar stepped forward with a jar in which he had placed a lot of frankincense. 
As soon as he opened it, the beautiful strong perfume filled the stable.  ‘I am going to 

give him this, as I think that as well as being a king he will also be like a high priest,’ he 
said. Mary thanked him courteously but again quietly smiled to herself.

Balthazar was last. His small decorated jar contained myrrh. ‘I think this will be very 
useful for him all his life’, he said. ‘A little goes a long way, you know, and it should last 
almost for ever.’ 

Again the strong perfume filled the room, and again Mary thanked him. But this time 
she didn’t smile. Instead, she gave a sad sigh. For she knew why God had allowed those 
camels to destroy the olive oil, the carpet and the pigeons. He had wanted to send her a sign. By causing 
the wise men to bring gold, and frankincense and myrrh, they had told her through their gifts of God’s 
plan for her son. And she accepted the inevitable message with resignation and love.

Jennifer Gray
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan  05 56 40 05 12    06 83 08 59 67   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 0788 966018    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Hazel Door  rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr 06 74 72 89 05
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau:  Revd Robert Dennis  http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html
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Ste. Catherine’s Singers 
offer

The Gift
by Graham Kendrick

Wednesday 5th December 15h
Mercredi 5 décembre  15h

Eglise Ste. Catherine
Limeuil Haut

Tea, coffee and cakes available 
Free entry /Libre entrée

There will be a retiring collection 
in aid of Chaplaincy Funds

Chaplaincy of Aquitaine  
www.churchinaquitaine.org     

Find us on facebook: 
www.facebook.com/EgliseStCatherine         

Support for English speaking 
dementia sufferers in the Dordogne

L’Association France Alzheimer 
Dordogne

2 rue Emille Counord 24100 Bergerac

Tel: 05 53 27 30 34

Mail: alzheimer.dordogne@orange.fr

Website: www.francealzheimer-dordogne.org

Do you know who your 
Ancestors were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes to Chaplaincy 
Funds, Gill will research your ancestors and 
then provide you with a report and a family 

tree. 
Or why not make it a special gift for a 

relative?   
For more information speak to Gill Sweetman 

on 05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

 
Monteton     

 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

December Services
Sunday 9th December         10.30     Morning Prayer      David Albrecht
Tuesday 11th December     18.00    Ecumenical Service of Lessons and Carols   Revd Liz Morris and Pere Taillade    
Sunday 16th December       10.30    Christmas Prayer and Praise                David Tervet
Sunday 23rd December       10.30    Holy Communion                                   Revd Liz Morris 
Tuesday 25th December      10.30    Christmas Day Holy Communion         Revd Louise Courtney      

Our Service of Remembrance on Sunday 11th November took place within 
the format of Morning Prayer.  Roger Verrall led what was a very moving 

celebration of Remembrance and of the Armistice in the beautiful, quiet and 
calm setting of the church at Monteton, the altar hung with the simple, red 
poppy motif. In his address, Roger urged us to remember not only those who 
served in the military but also those in the auxillary services, ambulance 
volunteers, firemen, medical doctors and nurses, wardens, home guard and all 
the other men and women who gave their lives in times of war. This we thought 
of as we listened to the haunting trumpet sound of the Last Post, followed by 
the Reveille, and during Roger’s reading of the John McCrae poem, ’In Flanders’ 
fields’.  In spite of our service coinciding this year with many local Commune 
‘Jour de l’Armistice’ events, we drew a good number in the congregation. We 
were fortunate to have Richard Errington to accompany us on the organ and Brigid to aid Marjorie and our reduced 
number of choir members, in the leading of the singing of well-loved congregational hymns.   

Our Ecumenical Service of Lessons and Carols takes place on Tuesday 11th December at 6.00 pm, so do note the time 
and come early because this service is very popular, particularly as it is one we share with the local French Roman Catholic 
congregation and with their priest, Pere Taillade. There will be the reading of the traditional Lessons in both English and 
French and the Monteton Choir, under Marjorie’s baton, will be singing a number of French carols as well as English ones 
and will be leading the congregational singing of others. After the service mince pies and mulled wine will be served, 
offering a good opportunity to meet and talk with both French and English friends.  Come and join us on this special festive 
evening when together we will herald the birth of the Christ Child!  

Also note that this year at Monteton we have a service of Holy Communion on Christmas Morning, Tuesday 25th December 
at 10.30, when our celebrant will be the Revd Louise Courtney.

Following a year of very popular Saturday Coffee Mornings where we raise funds for our local French charity ‘Secours 
Populaire de France’, Leslie and Norma will be hosting  a ‘Christmas Coffee and Mince Pies Morning’ on Saturday 8th 
December  at Le Bousquet, Auriac sur Dropt, 10.00 – 12.00 noon, as the final monthly gathering of 2018.  As usual, please 
let Norma know if you plan to come on 05 53 93 53 86 or normaandleslie@gmail.com   Dates for 2019 yet to be decided.

Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW Sue Torne  05 62 08 17 78
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML Marion L’Estrange
PC Irene Birt  05 62 28 80 97

December Service
Thursday 20 December   11:00  Holy Communion
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09

December Services
Sunday 9 December 10.30        Family Service        Negrondes          Patrick Sturge
        Note change in service pattern
Sunday 16 December 16.00  CAROL SERVICE   Chapel de St Jean , Chancelade        Rev Tony Lomas 
      followed by mince pies and a glass of wine.   
Friday 21 December  18.00  CAROL SERVICE   Negrondes        Rev Tony Lomas & Patrick Sturges
Sunday 23 December  10.30  Holy Communion      Negrondes         Rev’d Robin Nash

Where has the year gone ! 

I think I say this every year but each year seems to go more quickly than the last, I have yet to catch up, so many 
things we planned to do, places to go, people to see and they didn’t happen. Do I regret that loss ? Not really, other places, 
people and things came along  and were just as interesting and happy occasions. 

Life has a habit of altering our plans, sometimes for the better and sometimes not so good but we face it all and carry on, 
although I would like to get to Scotland next year to see family !

Our church year has been a good one. Although we are not a huge congregation we are 
faithful and work well together. I really must take this opportunity to thank every single 
member for all they personally put into our fellowship, be it cleaning the church or loos (not 
too much fun) decorating, as at festivals but also all the Sundays between, welcoming, very 
important to visitors, sewing, as in curtains, printing, praying, planning, reading, preaching.  
I could go on but suffice it to say 

THANK YOU TO EVERY ONE OF YOU !
We have had house groups to further our faith and understanding. Sewing afternoons making curtains for the church. Bring 
and share lunches after church, wonderful for cementing friendships. We have manned a stall at a Brocante, had a Curry 
evening and Quiz thus raising funds for both the church and various charitable causes. We are now working towards some 
Christmas craft to raise funds for the church.

Summer is always busy, family and friends come and go, we take time out to enjoy the lovely weather. Autumn arrives with 
a cool start and finish to the day but what glorious colours in nature. The  chimney is swept and fires lit, night draws in. We 
are so blessed to have the changing seasons and the same in life.  This year we have sadly lost friends but are blessed to have 
known them and reassured  that we know where they are now: in our Fathers house and at peace.

We cannot forget, should never forget all those lost through conflicts large and small, 
near and far. Lives given to save others. Remembrance Services held all over Europe 
remembering that 100 years ago on that day that 1st World War ended.  What relief, what 
pain, what tears must have been shed.
At Negrondes  we gathered on Sunday 11th November in quiet reverence to honour all 
those that gave their all for our futures, also for those broken by the years of war.
God grant all those torn by war today courage, hope and peace in their hearts.

As we move towards Christmas, a time of celebration of faith, family and friends, then the The New Year, full of surprises 
yet to come. We pray that whatever life brings us we will remember that God has given us, through Jesus Christ, the tools 
to mount all obstacles and to share all blessings.  

Make note of our Christmas services above, come and join us, let’s celebrate together.

Blessings to all.
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Bordeaux   
(33) Chapelle de l’Assomption,   
370 bd Président Wilson,   (opposite 
the British Consulate).

CW    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson               05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Nellie Salvi                     05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
ML    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52  
PC     Christine Rychlewski   06 81 85 72 97

December Services 
Unless otherwise stated – Services will be  at Chapelle de l”Assomption, 342-378 Boulevard du Président Wilson, 33000 Bordeaux 

2nd December Advent Family Communion  – Revd Tony Lomas
9th December Carol Services – NEW VENUE – Both services will be at Église Notre Dame, 1 Rue Mably, 33000 Bordeaux
   14.00  French-Madagascan Anglcian Carol Service - Revd Charlotte Sullivan
   16.00  English Anglican Carol Service - Revd Charlotte Sullivan
16th December – All age worship Crib Service – Revd Charlotte Sullivan
23rd December – Family Communion Service – Revd Charlotte Sullivan
25th December – Christmas Day Communion – time and location TBC
30th December – Holy Communion – time and location TBC

All events and venues are on our website http://www.anglicanbordeaux.org

Christmas Bazaar
This will be held at 2.30 – 5pm on Saturday 1st December
NEW VENUE - Eglise Sainte Jean-Marie de Vianney, 32 Rue Félix Fauré, 33600 PESSAC
There will be stalls of all sorts  - home bakes, jams etc, crafts, books, wines, auctions and a few surprises!
Teas and coffees with home bakes will be sold. Please support us as we are raising for The work of the Church and associated 
charities (mainly for the homeless).

Recent Services
Remembrance Day service
Remembrance Sunday 11th November was the 100th anniversary of the end of the Great War   Charlotte Sullivan led a 
thoughtful and memorable service attended by all ages. The children learned in Sunday School about the red poppies. (see 
photo on back cover) May we continue in prayer for the end to all war.

Gospel Style Service
On 18 November we had a special service to celebrate the diversity of our congregation. The service was entitled a “Service 
of Joy and Light with a Gospel Theme” and it certainly lived up to the title. After the quiet solemnity of Remembrance 
Sunday the previous week this was a contrast, celebrating life and our need to shine as followers of Jesus in the world.  The 
praise included “This Little Light of Mine”, “Shine Jesus Shine” and ended with “Build Your Kingdom here”. The children 
sang “He’s got the Whole World in His Hands” with actions. The Chapelle resounded with praise. Nathan Kariuki very 
movingly led the prayers of intercession, and Elliot Low and Adebode Macaulay read Scripture. Charlotte Sullivan gave a 
children’s talk illuminated with torches and a sermon on the theme of being a light shining for Christ. As one member of 
the congregation wrote in an email “the Spirit was with us as we lifted the roof with our enthusiasm and love for the Lord 
who unites us as a wonderful family”. We are already thinking about the next one!

Relaxing together after the serviceShining for Jesus!
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Volunteering in Malawi
Malawi is an extraordinarily beautiful landlocked country in Southern Africa. It is described as “The Warm Heart of Africa” 
which is a perfect description of the people. With a population is over 17 million it is the sixth poorest country on earth 
– and yet there is a real generosity of spirit. There are huge health problems, with very high infant and maternal mortality, 
malaria, tuberculosis and diarrhoeal diseases kill many. There is a huge problem with HIV/AIDS – that has been vigorously 
tackled in recent years – but there are many children who have lost parents, aunts and uncles to AIDS and are themselves 
HIV positive. Road deaths are ten times the rate in the UK. Understandably there are widespread mental health problems 
too.

Over the last few years I have been involved in a project in Malawi that is working to address some of this. SMMHEP is the 
Scotland Malawi Mental Health Education Project. https://www.smmhep.org.uk It was set up 12 years ago in order to train 
medical students, doctors and other health care professionals in mental health. Until very recently Malawi had no Malawian 
Psychiatrists. They relied on one foreign psychiatrist employed by the college of medicine and occasional volunteers. One 
of the huge successes of the project is that over the last 18 months 2 Malawian Psychiatrists have taken up Consultant posts 
in the country and other doctors are training in psychiatry. There are only 100 medical students in each year in Malawi to 
whom I teach Child and Adolescent and General Psychiatry. These students are keen, hard working, well-prepared, full of 
fun and laughter and they ask very searching questions. 

There are many practical problems there and one is the lack of a consistent electricity supply. On my first morning the power 
failed, so with no PowerPoint for over 2 hours I had to change my teaching  This had happened before so I had prepared 
a booklet of the course content that had been emailed to the students so I could change from lecturing to discussion – 
not ideal as they need to know facts – but the best that I could do! (The last time the power outage was for 3 days!) We 
take students on “field trips” to see facilities that support children and adolescents. Sudden unexpected road closures are 
common and so one can be very late for events with no warning. One road closure left me stranded with a large group of 
students for over an hour  - we did a tutorial on a set of steps whilst waiting for the bus. 

This is an incredible country – so very poor with tragedies all the time – despite all that – it is a nation where Christianity is 
thriving. I visited a Learning Disability project with the students and the Director started and ended our visit with prayer  - 
can you imagine how that would be received in France or the UK?  When in Malawi I am constantly reminded here of how 
fragile out time on earth is – and how much our Lord does for us. In the West people worry about the “problem of suffering” 
in terms of belief in God. In Malawi is so humbling that where there is evident daily suffering  - and so many of the people 
are vibrant Christians.

The Bordeaux congregation prays for Charles and Agnes Magololo. He is an ordained clergyman 
in the CCAP (Central Church of Africa – Presbyterian) and she is a nurse. A couple of years 
ago when I was a bit lonely going to the only English service I could find in Zomba – he made 
me feel very welcome. The next time – he welcomed me to their home which was very poor, 
basic and small where I was treated as family. Charles is now in a parish in the hideously hot 
southern part of Malawi where the temperature rises to the upper 40sC in the hot season. I 
asked if there was anything he particularly wanted. They would love to have a refrigerator – so 
we bought one for them!!  Please pray with me for Malawi, for its people and especially for 
Charles and Agnes.

Heather Gardiner

Take time to make a visit during the Christmas Season. Most of us are 
lucky enough to have family and friends close by during the holiday season. But many are they ... your 
friends, the elderly, people who are alone ... who would delight in a receiving a visit from YOU! Reserve 
a bit of your time to add a bit of light to their lives.

Chocolates for the Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand Christmas baskets. 
While you're doing your food shopping in the coming weeks, an extra box of chocolates would 
be very welcome - to be added to the Christmas baskets that the Foyer prepares each year for the 
needy. Warm someone's heart with Christmas cheer - and bring your donation to church on any 
Sunday. Thank you!
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Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59 
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

December Services
Sunday 02 December    10:30  Prayer & Praise    Anne Penfold
Sunday 09 December    10:30  Holy Communion    Rev’d Barrie Green
Sunday 16 December    10:30  Morning Worship   Sheila Campbell
Wednesday 19 December   17:00  Christmas Carol Service  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Thursday 20 December   10:30  BCP Holy Communion   Rev’d Robin Nash
Sunday 23 December    10:30  Morning Worship   Anne Penfold
Monday 24 December    22:30  Christmas Eve Holy Communion Rev’d Tony Lomas
Tuesday 25 December   10:30  Christmas Morning Worship Praise David Albrecht
Sunday 30 December    10:30  Special Holy Communion   Rev’d Robin Nash

Remembrance Day Service
As this was a special day of commemoration in France and around the world we were invited 
by the Limeuil commune to join with the village at the war memorial outside the church to 
lay wreaths and hear  short speeches by the commune.  The bells were then rung for 11mins 
after which we returned to the church to begin our service.  Fortunately the sun shone and 
we had a lovely moving service led by our Chaplain Tony and with St Catherine Singers. As 
well as the usual commemorative pieces, we had a short poem by Olivia Lybbe-Simms. This 
was read, as though by a young soldier, by Harry Pollard interspersed as Olivia played the 
Last Post and was a very moving part of the service.  

The Gift
On the 5th December at 3pm at the church St Catherine’s Singers will be holding an Advent offering of choral music and 
readings by Graham Kendrick, the well known hymn writer.  Graham Kendrick’s musical work begins our celebration for 
Christmas, it includes many songs which form part of worship today.  This promises to be an excellent event to herald the 
start of the season of Advent so do please come and support it.

Carol Service
The carol service is being held on Wednesday the 19th December at 5pm at the church.  We are holding a traditional 
service of readings and carols including three carols which have been voted as their favourite by our congregation.  We hope 
to create a seasonal atmosphere using candles and decorations to get everyone into the spirit of  Christmas.  Mulled wine 
and mince pies will be served after the service.

Midnight Mass 
As in previous years we are holding a Holy Communion service on Christmas Eve at 22.30h.  

Christmas Day
A family style service will be held on Christmas morning which will be taken by David Albrecht.  This will be a more 
modern style service to celebrate Christ’s birth and will be at the normal time of 10.30am.

Outreach Carol Singing
Amy is organising a group of volunteer singers and musicians to sing and play at various 
retirement homes in December.  The dates which have been arranged are 
  - Rehearsal: Fri 7th Dec, 16:30 at St Catherine’s Church
 - Tuesday 11th December, 15:00, STE ALVERE (retirement home)
 - Wednesday 12th December, 15:00, EPHAD BELVES (retirement home)
 - Monday 17th December, 17:00, BELVES - UNISSON (a local Association 
 - Thursday 20th December, 16:00 FOYER LE BERCAIL, STE FOY DE BELVES   
        (a care home for adults)  
 - Friday 21st December, 15:00, EHPAD LE BUGUE (retirement home).
 - Thursday 3rd January 2019, 15:00, CASTELS (retirement home)
Everyone is welcome to attend on the day to join in the singing and bring the joy of Christmas to our French 
communities.
For more information, please contact Amy on: midnightshadow13@gmail.com, 06 0704 07 77.
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Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

December Services
2nd December   11.00  Prayer & Praise with Communion  Revd. Liz Morris.
10th December  17.00  Carol Service 
16th December   No service.

Be a world overcomer, a Giant slayer.  You must believe that God's promise is greater than the problem/giant, the objective 
is greater than the objections and God is greater than your problem/giant.  The belief that God is greater, is the essence of 
faith that persists in the face of fear. Fear is satan's weapon to paralyse you; faith is God's weapon to mobilise you. So depend 
and trust in God.  Worship God by serving him using the time, talents and treasure he has given you for the greater good, 
for the building up of the body of Christ, his church. We grow in our experience of God when we serve him. Paraphrased 
from United Christian Broadcasting Word for Today www.ucb.co.uk 

Our struggles outside are smaller than the Holy Spirit inside. He that is in us, is greater than he that is in the world. Be of 
good cheer for I have overcome the world. 

10th December 17.00 Carols. Please invite your friends and neighbours, French and English, to join us celebrating the 
birth of our Saviour. Wrap up warm. The collection will be donated to Resto du Coeur. The service will be followed by 
mulled wine, non alcoholic punch, stollen and biscuits. 

21st Oct Sheila Campbell
Our worshippers had hearts seeking God and were blessed with a warm, sunny day. From the readings, Sheila enlarged 
on the theme of Servanthood. Jesus came down from heaven, willing to sacrifice his life here on earth. He did not take 
advantage of his exalted position as the Son of God. Rather, he did the opposite! He made himself powerless, and took on 
the very nature of being a servant. In his humanity, he always served others before himself.  His life on earth was a perfect 
example of continuous selflessness, leading to Calvary. His grim, degrading execution on the cross was done for us. It was 
only after his crucifixion and resurrection that he became exalted, that "at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow". His 
message of being a humble servant is beautifully summed up in Philippians 2:5-11. So what does this mean for each of us 
today? We must live our lives according to the ways of Jesus. We must become humble servants, loving God, our families, 
and even our enemies. We must live in the fruits of the spirit, not in the sinful ways of the world. 
Afterward we were treated to a brief guitar solo by Henri, who also delivered a preamble in French to the Intercessions. 
These were then translated and delivered in English by Valerie. Following the service, a delicious Bring and Share lunch was 
enjoyed in the abundant sunshine by all who were able to stay. 

4th Nov Liz Morris
At All Saints we give thanks for loved ones and Christians who 
have died.  Saints risk everything to put the Gospel into practise. 
They don’t have to have been martyred but have done selfless acts, 
to have lived and died faithfully. Some are recognised, others are 
obscure. The prayers of the Saints join our prayers. Paul addresses 
the whole Christian community as Saints.   Some are all around 
us, normal people. St Peter had a quick temper. Jesus forgave him 
and he proved to be worthy of his calling.  It is not their moral 
perfection that counts but their faith. We are all called saints. 
What we admire in them, we are called to imitate. To faithfully  
show his light in our lives. Think of those who have inspired us 
to worship God, those who encourage us or brought us to faith, 
ordinary people in whose lives we can glimpse heaven.   
Our thanks to Liz and Richard for travelling to be with us. We 
were blessed with another sunny day so lunch could be outside. 
Thank you to all who have donated goods for the Vide Grenier on the 25th Nov. 

18th Nov Dave Wilton
Heb 10:11 – 25. The reading is the Gospel in a nutshell.  In the old covenant there were many priests and many sacrifices. In 
the new covenant there was one priest and one sacrifice. 1) The priests used to stand because their work was never finished. 
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Jesus sat down because his work was finished on the cross. There was no 
more need for sacrifices. 2) He sat at the right hand of God. This is the most 
honoured place in Heaven which shows that God was fully satisfied with 
his sacrifice. 3) His enemies will be made a footstool. Victory over the devil 
is assured. His enemies will fall at his feet.  He has perfected us, made us 
holy in Jesus so that we can come to Him in faith, hold on to Him in hope 
and be joined together, one with another in love.

Afterwards we sang Before the throne of God above. ‘For God the just is 
satisfied to look on Him and pardon me.’  Yet again the sun shone for our 
lunch and committee meeting. We at Ste Nathalène wish you all a blessed 
Christmas filled with the love of God, surrounded by the love of family, 
both here and in our hearts.  We look with trust and expectation for all that 
God will do through our worship and service in 2019. 

The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosmary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15 
ML     Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC      Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

December Services
Sunday 2 December  10:30 Service of the word     Janis Adams
Sunday 2 December  16:00 Advent Carols      Sheila Marshall
Sunday 9 December ◊  10:30 Holy Communion     Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 9 December  16:00 Carol Service, Notre Dame church, centre of Ribérac Revd Tony Lomas
Wednesday 12 December 11:00 Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion  Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 16 December  10:30 Christingle Service     Janis Adams
Sunday 23 December  10:30 Morning Worship     Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 23 December  16:00 Bilingual Carol Service   Revd Tony Lomas and Steve Long
Tuesday 25 December  10:30 Holy Communion     Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 30 December  10:30 Prayer and Praise Service     Steve Long

◊ There’s a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service, in the Upper Room.

There’s a new afternoon home group starting up in the far north
Marie Ricketts invites you to Chez Ricketts, Nontron,   fortnightly from 14th January

Contact Marie or phone 09 83 77 46 69 for more info and directions

Ribérac Carol Service
At Notre Dame de la Paix church in the centre of town, 

led by Revd Tony Lomas, Père Philippe 
and the congregation of the Dronne Valley church, 

together with Variations choir
9th December at 16:00h

and not forgetting the EXTRA Carol Service!

Bi-lingual Carol Service
- welcoming English and French people in the Dronne Valley area

to the church of St Peter and St Paul, Bertric Burée
Sunday 23rd December at 16:00

Followed by mince pies and mulled wine
Please come and bring your neighbours and friends
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American Thanksgiving Dinner
This followed a service lead by Trevor Hodgkiss, a 
very powerful address  discussing the Second Coming 
of Christ, and the need to take the message out to the 
community and not to think that Christianity is just 
for Sundays. This was followed aptly by the American 
Thanksgiving Dinner, including some guests who were 
not regular church goers.
Thanks to our usual dedicated team, Ann, Dave, Kathy 
and Mark, plus other helpers from our Upper Room 
Committee, the event was well planned and the Dinner 
was excellent. We have come to expect this, but need to 
remember how much work beforehand and on the day 
itself is done by everyone involved. Thank you all who made the occasion such a success. Someone once said that raising 
money for charity should be made fun. I am not sure how much fun it is for the workers, but for the participants.. we part 
with our money willingly in the knowledge that we will have a good time!

70’s Night
What a splendid night! Thanks to Anne and Dave, Kathy and Mark and Steve, who put together all the music and the 
visuals,  to mention just the main stalwarts that organised and ran this amazing evening! Thanks to everyone else who 
helped but were not visible to us. A professional team could not have put on a better evening, of fun, music,  learning how 
to do the Hustle, and the supper, chicken and chips in a basket ( very 1970s!), which was well cooked and a dessert, which 
was unexpected..trifle no less!

They say every picture tells a story, and the story this evening was.. we members of Bertric Burée church know how to have 
a good time and encourage our friends to do the same! To those of you who missed out, don’t leave it too late to book your 
place next time!

To top it all, the night made 512€ for our Church funds, thanks to everyone who made it happen, and to everyone who 
came. We couldn’t have done it without you!  This has got to be a fun way to raise funds! So here’s to the next time!

Ingrid Lowe writes:   I’d like to recommend a film called ‘The Flowers of War’
(or in Chinese –‘The Sacrifices of War’) This film was made in 2012 and almost made an Oscar- critics really got that wrong! 
It is a masterpiece, a textured work of great stature on so many fronts. I recommend you don’t watch a trailer or read up 
about it but let yourself be moved by events!
The action takes place in 1937 during the Japanese invasion of China.  Although a work of fiction it is based on truths from 
the diary of a female American missionary at the time. 
The tale is of the sacrificial efforts made by different, disparate individuals and groups of people to preserve innocence 
and innocents, while enjoying what life has to offer even in such limiting times.  Beautifully crafted, with varying scenes 
of colour, then black and white, it draws you into a refreshingly unpredictable story of bravery and the triumph of human 
goodness over evil in the face of overwhelming odds. 
It focuses the mind on the very nature of our human nature, at the one end of the spectrum having the ability to inflict 
remorseless, horrific, suffering on others and at the other showing divine sympathy in utter selflessness.
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Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Helen Raphael              05 53 47 78  93just off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  on D245 north-east of Agen Envals St Médard

December Services
Sunday  2 December  11:00  Holy Communion      Doudrac   Rev’d Louise Courtney
Friday  7 December   18:30  Christmas Carol Service St Medard   Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 9 December  11.00  Christmas Carol Service  Envals      Rev’d Liz Morris
Wednesday 2 December  18:30 Christmas Carol Service Dondas    Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 16 December     10.30  Holy Communion     Dondas      Rev’ds A/D Marshall
Tuesday 18 December   18:30 Christmas Carol Service Allez-et Cazeneuve Rev Liz Morris
Monday 24 December  17:00   Holy Communion   Doudrac   Rev Liz Morris

Doudrac
On Sunday, 4th November, we welcomed once again our Chaplain, Rev Tony Lomas to lead our All Saints Communion 
service.   The readings for All Saints were taken from the Wisdom  of Solomon and the beautiful passage from Revelation 
21 – “ I saw a new heaven and a new earth  …  “.  The Chaplain’s message reminded us that we must allow Christ’s light to 
shine through us.  There were forty eight communicants for this service.
Our Carol service this year will be held in Envals church on 9th December at 11am,  led by Rev Liz Morris and will be 
followed by our Christmas lunch in the home of David and Liz Rolfe, opposite the church.
Rev Liz Morris will celebrate Holy Communion at 5pm on Christmas Eve at Doudrac church.

Dondas
On Sunday, 18 November, we welcomed back Revd Liz Morris to lead our service of Morning Worship.  Her message was 
based on the day’s readings and what they tell us about the end of the world and the second coming and what this means 
for us today.  Our hope needs to be in the one unchanging God rather than in human beings, and while we should not take 
apocalyptic messages literally, we nevertheless ignore them at our peril.
This year’s Carol Service will be on Wednesday, 12 December and will be taken by Revd Liz Morris.  Our singing will be 
led by Chant’Allez, accompanied by Marilyn Morrow.  As usual, it will be followed by mulled wine and mince pies in the 
Salle des Fêtes. Our final eucharist for 2018 will be on Sunday, 16 December, which will be celebrated by Revds Angela and 
David Marshall.

Envals
At 11.30 am, on Tuesday, 20th November, in the home of David and Liz Rolfe at Envals,  twenty of us gathered in the 
drawing room for our House Communion service which was led by Rev Liz Morris. From the Bible readings for 18th Nov, 
Liz focused on the letter to the Hebrews for her sermon and finished stressing the importance of encouraging each other.
After the service, we all sat together and enjoyed good food and fellowship.  Special thanks to Liz and Dave for their hard 
work in providing for us yet again, especially as Dave has only recently come out of hospital.

Moulinet & Doudrac Remember Them
At 5 o’clock on Sunday 11th November more than 100 Moulinetoise and their neighbours joined with the congregation 
of Lot et Garonne in Moulinet’s church to remember those British, Commonwealth and French people who fought and 

died during the Great War.  The event comprised an oecumenical Christian 
service, led by Rev Liz Morris and Pere Mbock, assisted by our Chaplain, Rev 
Tony Lomas, combined with British, French and Belgian WW1 poems, read by 
Liz Rolfe and Dave Wybrow, hymns, Vivaldi’s Domine Deus sung beautifully 
by Eve Warner-Howard, accompanied by David, her husband, and 4 songs by 
Meli-Melo, Cancon’s very good choir.   After the service we processed behind 
French and British banners and a troop of Pompier cadets to the War Memorial 
where the Senateur and Chef des Gendarmes read the President’s message to the 
people.  Following the reading of the names of the fallen of Moulinet, wreaths 
were laid by the Senateur and Graham Davison.  Last Post, Rouse and two 
national anthems were played on the trumpet by Martin Earle.  As darkness fell, 

we were invited to a vin d’honneur by the Maire and joined in an Auberge Espagnole to close this moving and memorable 
remembrance service.
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The Gathering Fresh Expressions
‘The Gathering is an opportunity for people to meet, in an informal setting, 
to explore and experience the love of God and what it means to follow Jesus’

December Service
Sunday 02 December  10:30  The Gathering Meeting, Le Mouret, Condom, Gers.

As another year ends, we look back with gratitude for the many good and happy times we’ve had together, as our 
fellowship has grown both in numbers and in relationship.

Le Mouret, our venue and the home of Ian and Mary Roberts, was in medieval times a hospice run by nuns, for pilgrims 
making their way to Compostella.  It therefore has a history of worship and healing, and many who have visited say it is a 
place of peace and tranquillity where they sense the Presence of God.  

In recent years it has been used for retreats, and the converted Haybarn with its good acoustics provides The Gathering with 
a comfortable space to meet in the cooler months, whilst when it is warmer we are able to meet outdoors.  Each meeting 
includes worship, teaching and discussion, all based on the theme of the day and (usually) Communion. We then all enjoy 
lunch together, or, occasionally we start with breakfast and after the meeting, Apero and nibbles. Growing in relationship 
is important in any church, and we have found that sharing meals together has fostered relationships, which is wonderful 
to see.

It has been a glorious summer so as winter is now upon us, we thought it would be good to remind ourselves of a few 
highlights.

In August we started early with breakfast and then followed the meeting with a glass of something and nibbles  

The September meeting was a morning of Contemplation in the garden at Le Mouret with interactive prayer stations based 
on the “I am” teachings of Jesus.  David and Angela Marshall led this, with artistic input from Liz Evans.  Many were deeply 
moved by the occasion.

The primary focus of the Gathering has always been to draw in people who might have had disappointments with their 
past church experiences or who just find traditional church uncomfortable, or who may not yet know God. We really value 
the fact that the more informal setting that we have available has made this possible and look forward to welcoming more 
‘pilgrims’ to share this with us. And to experience more of what God wants to do in our midst at future meetings.

Fresh Expressions of Church at Eymet Temple
December Services
Sunday 02 December   10:30  Fresh Expressions   Allan Petchey
Sunday 09 December   10:30  Fresh Expressions  Allan Petchey
Sunday 16 December   10:30  Protestant Communion
Sunday 23 December   10:30  Fresh Expressions   Allan Petchey
Tuesday 25 December   10:30  Christmas Day service    Allan Petchey
Sunday 30 December   10:30  Fresh Expressions  Julia Petchey
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Altar at Monteton

Moulinet & Doudrac

Bordeaux - The children learned in Sunday 
School about the red poppies.

Bertric Burée - children from the local school with 
flags from around the world. They draped the bunting 
round the village War Memorial.Limeuil - joining with the local commune for the 

commemoration at the War Memorial

Remembrance Day observed in our churches and communes

Talence


