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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, FEBRUARY 2018
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

SUNDAY 04 FEBRUARY
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
16:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 11 FEBRUARY
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer – Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes
15:00 French-Madagascan Communion – Bordeaux

TUESDAY 13 FEBRUARY
11:30 Holy Communion – Envals

ASH WEDNESDAY 14 FEBRUARY
11:00 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
16:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
18:00 Holy Communion - Limeuil

THURSDAY 15 FEBRUARY
10:30 BCP Holy Communion - Limeuil

SUNDAY 18 FEBRUARY
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion – Dondas
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Morning Worship  – Limeuil
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton

THURSDAY 22 FEBRUARY
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

SUNDAY 25 FEBRUARY
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 All Age Worship– Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes

Monteton

Condom 

Bertric Burée
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Clerical Corner
U UUU U

U U

This is really the first opportunity that I have had to wish you all a Happy New Year.  Even though we are already starting 
the second month of the year, it still feels new and exciting, especially as the mornings and evenings get progressively 

lighter and (I hope) the weather gets warmer.

On page 5 of this magazine you will see a piece that I have written about our Chaplaincy theme for the year.  I am sure 
that you have all become aware that at the beginning of each year we choose a theme that seems to reflect our hopes or 
aspirations for the Chaplaincy over the coming year.  We also slightly modify the Chaplaincy logo accordingly.

I would like to take this opportunity, therefore, to begin fleshing out some of the plans that we have for the year ahead and 
to say a little about how and why we might go about “Encouraging Growth”.

For many years, the cover design of the parish magazine in some of my old parishes included the following words:

  “Growth is the only evidence of life:
             Change is the only evidence of growth.”

There is an undoubted truth in this but I have never been entirely comfortable with 
it in a church context.  The person who created the design, apart from being a very 
talented artist, was also a keen gardener and, in the garden, it is certainly growth, 
change and life that are inextricably linked.  In a church, however, I think it all depends 
on what we mean by ‘evidence’ – not all growth or change is obvious or measurable 
but that doesn’t mean that there is no life.  All too often, when we talk of growth in the 
church environment, we are thinking about numbers – how many people, how many 
services, how many places of worship, how much money etc.   But there are other 
areas of growth that are arguably more important and much less measurable.  Each 
one of us can, and I hope will, grow closer to God as we explore our faith.  Our church 
communities can, and I hope will, grow closer as a family, feel greater commitment 
to each other and to the work of the group.  Our Chaplaincy can, and I hope will, 
grow in our understanding of our place in God’s mission here in SW France.  All of 
that is growth, all of that indicates life and, indeed, all of that will help us to grow our 
numbers, but that more obvious and measurable growth will probably take a bit of 
time.

During the year there will be various opportunities for us all to delve deeper into what growth means for each of us 
personally.  One really good way to do this is to spend a bit of time away from daily busy-ness giving ourselves space to be 
with God.  We already have two dates in our calendar to help you do this.  The first is our annual Chaplaincy Retreat at the 
Abbaye de Belloc at the beginning of June – to be led this year by Rev’d Meurig Williams, the Archdeacon of France (see 
page 9 for further details).  Secondly, Charlotte will again be organising a Women’s Retreat in September.  I do encourage as 
many of you as possible to take up these opportunities.

Also look out for the various study series and courses that will be running at various times during the year and especially 
during Lent.  These too give you an opportunity to explore aspects of your faith in the company of other local Christians.

I have absolutely no doubt that there is strong life in this Chaplaincy.  I also sense that there is scope for much more and, 
in many places a real appetite for change – not change for change’s sake, but a desire for things to be even better!  I am 
really looking forward to the coming year with its many opportunities and challenges and feel sure that it will be a time of 
encouragement and growth for us, both individually and as a Chaplaincy.

Yours, in Christ,
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Did you know.......

•	 The Bible does not mention Ash 
Wednesday. 

•	  The official name is “Day of 
Ashes.  

•	 The bible does record accounts 
of people in the Old Testament 
using dust and ashes as symbols 
of repentance and/or mourning 
(2 Samuel 13:19; Esther 4:1; Job 
2:8; Daniel 9:3). 

•	 Ashes are usually made by 
burning the palm fronds 
distributed on last year’s Palm 
Sunday, 

•	 Since it is exactly 40 days 
(excluding Sundays) before 
Easter Sunday, it will always 
fall on a Wednesday.  There will 
never be an Ash Monday or an 
Ash Friday.

•	 It can fall as early as February 4 
or as late as March 10.

•	 The modern tradition of rubbing 
a cross on a person’s forehead 
supposedly identifies that person 
with Jesus Christ. 

•	 Ash Wednesday is observed 
by many Western Christians, 
including Anglicans, Lutherans, 
Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Roman Catholics and some 
Baptists.

A Lent Group
Barrie and Ainslie Green are planning to host a series of three connected 
sessions on the theme of the disciplines of lent – Pray, Fast. Give.

The groups will take place on Wednesdays 21st February, 28th February 
and 7th March at their home beginning at 12.30. Each session will look at 
one of the disciplines and will begin with a simple bread and soup lunch. 
This will be followed by a bible study, an activity based on the theme and an 
act of worship. The plan is to finish with hot drinks and cake around 15.30. 
(Well it is Lent!)

Barrie and Ainslie live about 10 km south of Ste Foy la Grande.

If you wish to join the group please email ainslie.green@gmail.com or ring 06 
18 37 04 43 to book your place and for directions.

              

             Invitation to participate in a 

     Lent Chant & Prayer group

     Wednesday afternoons from 14th February 
    (Ash Wednesday) to 28th March 15h – 17h
   location to be announced soon, near Limeuil

Throughout history, the practice of chanting has been a means 
to quiet the mind, awaken and purify the heart, 

and prepare for contemplation.

Come along to try this practice using sacred sounds, prayer, and silence.  
The intention is to use our voice and breath to prepare to become 

instruments of Christ’s peace.

The meetings will feature very simple chants and melodies, 
no singing experience necessary

Drinks provided, all are welcome, invite a friend!

For more information, please contact Amy Owensmith (06 07 04 07 77), 
midnightshadow13@gmail.com

2018 Chaplaincy and Chap-Aid AGMs - 
Saturday April 14th, 

Doudrac, Lot et Garonne.

Please note this date in your diary; all are 
encouraged to attend and take part in this special 
day gathering many from all over the Chaplaincy.
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2018  “Encouraging Growth”

Sisters and brothers in Christ,

As the old year passes, we have an opportunity to reflect on the past year and 
to look forward to what might lie ahead.  There is little doubt that 2017 has been 
a challenging year in many ways and our theme – “Hold Fast” – reflected our 
reliance on God as our foundation and anchor in troubled times. 

Now, looking forward into 2018, it is a good time to lift our eyes above the 
difficulties and start the New Year with hope and enthusiasm for what God has 
in store for us over the next twelve months.  We already have some exciting 
events to look forward to; not least the weekend of 17th -18th March, when 
Bishop Robert will be in the Chaplaincy to ordain Charlotte as a Priest and for a 
Confirmation Service at Bertric-Burée.

But above all, I hope and pray that this year will be one in which we can all grow.  
Grow closer to God, grow closer to one another, grow as disciples of Christ and 
grow as Christ’s body in SW France.

“.. speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become 
in every respect the mature body of him who is the 
head, that is, Christ.”

Ephesians 4:15

Our focus, in all things, should be on how we can encourage growth in ourselves, 
in others and in our communities.  But our theme – “Encouraging Growth” – 
also has a second meaning because growth, when it occurs, is encouraging and 
gives us the hope and energy that is needed to grow even further.

The logo for the year features sunflowers, which are such a familiar part 
of our regional landscape, and butterflies that symbolise the freedom and 
transformation that is so often associated with growth.

Thank you all for that you have done over the last year and for what I am sure 
you will continue to do in 2018.  This is a theme that we can enjoy and with 
which we can have some fun. 

However, it is also a theme that challenges each and every one of us to transform 
our lives to become more Christ-like.

With my very best wishes for a blessed 2018,

Clergy News
There are two significant changes 
that will be occurring in our clergy 
team this year.

Firstly, as most of you will already 
know, Bishop Robert has agreed to 
ordain Charlotte as a Priest.  This is 
a wonderful affirmation of all that 
Charlotte has done in the Chaplaincy 
over the last few years and of her own 
journey of growth in her ministry.  
She will be ordained at a service 
in the Chappelle de l’Assomption, 
Bordeaux on Saturday 17th March at 
14:30.  It will be a lovely opportunity 
for us all to celebrate with her.

Following her ordination, Charlotte 
will celebrate her first Eucharist 
on Palm Sunday (25th March) 
at Limeuil.  From Easter Sunday, 
Charlotte will be moving to the 
Presbytery in Bordeaux and will 
be helping to lead the strategic and 
pastoral ministry of the church 
there.  Thanks to a generous grant 
from our Patron, ICS, Charlotte will 
be moved onto a full-time contract 
and whilst she will be resident in 
Bordeaux, she will continue to play 
a full part in the wider ministry of 
the whole Chaplaincy.  Please pray 
for Charlotte as she prepares for her 
ordination and for this new phase in 
her ministry.

Secondly, Bishop Robert has asked 
Tony to take on the role of Area 
Dean of South Western France with 
the Vendée.  This is a newly created 
(part time, voluntary) position in 
which Tony assists the Archdeacon 
to strengthen the pastoral care and 
oversight we can offer to clergy, lay 
ministers and chaplaincies in this 
part of France.  Bishop Robert will 
commission Tony to this role at the 
end of the ordination service in 
Bordeaux on Saturday 17th March.  
Please also pray for Tony as he 
prepares for this new responsibility.
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A beautiful winter’s morning with the sun rising behind our “Narnia” lamp, 
prompted this poem....
 

Morning
Beginning day

bright shards of sunlight
fling back the shadows,

stab the darkness

Yellow light 
overcomes red,

taking over, spreading
a rich blanket

of warmth and light.

Here I am
enjoying You 

at the beginning 
of the day.

Here I am
watching Your
creation spring 

into life.

Here I am
taking comfort

in
Your Word.

Watching, waiting
looking to see

what sky
You will

paint next.

©David Marshall    January 2018 

How great thou art!

A meeting among friends led to a 
discussion about the words of 

some famous and traditional hymns 
and how they became, in themselves, 
sermons. How a verse or even a line 
can stop you in your tracks. 
One particular hymn that came 
to mind was written by a Russian, 
translated in 1953, and has proved to 
be a favourite of many people:
 O Lord my God when I in awesome 
wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand has 
made.
When we change the word ‘works’ 
to ‘worlds’ we are led to think about 
the many different worlds which 
share this planet with us: all the 
small creatures and flying insects 
for example and, as with us, there 
is a reason for their existence. They 
go about their daily task completely 
unaware of us, yet all have the breath 
of life and instinct for survival.
Consider the beauty of a wild flower, 
even the humble dandelion, which 
may have been one of the first flowers 
in the garden of Eden.
We need to slow down, find time to 
‘stand and stare’, taking time to look 
around us to see what is going on.
By doing this we can become more 
aware of ALL God’s creatures, both 
large and small, and have a deeper 
compassion for others and be able 
to use our God given talents to help 
people less fortunate. 
If we meditate on the words of the 
hymn mentioned above, then we too 
can bow in humble adoration and 
there proclaim, in the words of the 
last line of the final verse…My God 
how great though art.    
                   

DC
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Cooking in February 
with Frances Pengelly

I’m sitting at my desk in early 
January.   It is the Feast of the 

Epiphany, it’s so dark outside I can 
hardly make out the branches of the 
trees.  Soon the dawn will come, 
bringing the light, making this 
most important date in the Church 
Calendar start.   A new year for me 
in the kitchen and most important 
in the garden.   This early part of the 
year is the time all the citrus fruits 
come into their own.   A little later 
on this month the fruit counters will 
be full of oranges and lemons from 
the Mediterranean.   Italy and Sicily 
are famous for blood oranges.   It is a 
shame that we in this part of France 
cannot walk out into the garden and 
pick a lemon or orange for breakfast.   
Even keeping lemon trees in the 
greenhouse just does not work.   So 
we must make the best of this lovely 
season by preserving this fruit either 
in marmalades, jams, chutneys, 
in sugars or cordials.   Our larder 
shelves must be full of sparkling jars 
of preserves, we shall be very proud 
indeed of this jewelled, aromatic 
sweetness.

There are no shortcuts to marmalade 
making, but keeping to small 
quantities allows you to vary the end 
product,  lemon/lime, orange/ginger, 
lime/ginger etc.   Seville oranges will 
freeze, so buy enough when you 
see them and store in the bottom 
of your freezer.   You will need for 
basic Seville Orange marmalade:  
500g Seville oranges, 1.2 litres water, 
juice 1 lemon, 1kg granulated or jam 
sugar.   Cut oranges in half and juice.  
Scrape out pulp and membranes, 

leaving orange shells only with pith 
attached to zest.   Place membranes 
on a large piece of muslin, I use old 
tights (clean!), with any pips, tie 
up securely and place in large bowl 
with juice.   Cut up small orange 
skins using a very sharp knife, add 
to bowl of juice and muslin bag, add 
the recipe water and steep overnight.   
Next day transfer contents of the 
bowl to your preserving pan, bring 
to boil and keep a steady simmer 
until orange peel is soft (could be 1 ½ 
hours.  Add lemon juice, and sugar.  
It helps to warm sugar.  Return to 
boil and keep it rolling until setting 
point is reached.  This could be 20–30 
minutes, more or less, do a cold plate 
test.   When set leave it to stand for 
15 minutes, stir and fill STERILISED 
jars and cap.  

I always use this second recipe.   I 
like my marmalade rich and dark.   
Lovely in curry by the way.   For 
this recipe, like the first, make small 
quantities adding ginger, limes, 
rum, anything to add interest.   I 
like it plain.   You will need:  1.35kg 
Seville oranges.  2 lemons.  3 litres 
water.    2.7kg granulated sugar.  
Stage 1.  Wash oranges and place in 
a large pan adding water in recipe.   

Cover and seal pan with foil and 
poach fruit for 3 hours.   When cool, 
place a colander over a bowl and lift 
out fruit.   Using the colander cut 
fruit open and take out all soft pulp 
which you put in a saucepan.  By 
using the colander as a base you lose 
none of the important fluid.  Do the 
same with the lemons, but discard 
skin.  Add 570ml of the poaching 
liquid to the saucepan of pulp and 
simmer for 10 minutes, then strain 
through a nylon sieve into the bowl; 

let it cool and drip through.   While 
all  this is happening cut up orange 
skins keeping them  chunky, add to 
bowl.  Transfer pulp mixture from 
sieve into tights or a muslin bag 
and squeeze hard, leave overnight 
to drip into bowl, then discard pulp. 
Stage 2   Next day transfer what is in 
the bowl to a jam pan add warmed 
sugar and bring to a rolling boil, stir 
from time to time, keep it gentle, 
this marmalade is not rushed.   After  
2 ½ hours check to see if it is set, 
do this often.   Just keep checking.   
After three hours it might start to 
be interesting and getting darker.   
You can have it almost black if you 
want to, but it’s usually nice at three 
hours or so.   The more you have in 
the pan the longer it takes.   Leave for 
15 minutes and stir and fill sterilised 
jars.   

Good luck.   Lemon and lime 
marmalade can be made to the first 
recipe by using 250g limes,  125g 
lemons, 750g sugar, 900ml water.
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Around theDiocese:

~

Flash, Bang, Wallop!    
Bev Lloyd Roberts from St Alban’s church Copenhagen has won Bishop Robert’s 
photography competition with an action picture of her church choir’s annual 
Shrove Tuesday pancake race.

Her picture was chosen by the Bishop and has been framed and now hangs on 
the wall in his office. Bev is an experienced photographer and has said that her 
work at the lens and shutter is her personal distinctive Christian ministry which 
she uses for God’s glory.

Called Together in Norway
It’s been a time of change and new beginnings at the Anglican Chaplaincy in 
Norway. The new Senior Chaplain, the Revd Darren McCallig, was licensed by 
Archdeacon Colin Williams at the end of October at a service in Saint Edmund’s 
Church in Oslo. The three other licensed clergy in the Chaplaincy – the Revd 
Peter Hogarth, the Revd April Almaas and the Revd Kirk Weisz – flew into the 
Norwegian capital to welcome their new colleague in ministry.

Pictured is the front cover of the first issue of “Together”. It shows, shaking hands 
at centre, Archdeacon Colin Williams (left) and the Revd Darren McCallig 
(right) along with clergy colleagues, lay readers from the Norwegian Chaplaincy, 
and ecumenical friends.

Ed: those of you who worship at Limeuil will probably remember Rev’d  April who, 
with her family, stayed last summer chez Rev’d Charlotte and worshipped at Ste 
Catherine’s.

As we all know, it’s the season for 
Local Annual Meetings and  Lindsay 
Megraud from Bordeaux sent the 
following:

I thought that this bible verse which 
came through on my daily devotions 
would fit in nicely somewhere during 
this season of meetings.

Paul's letter to the Philippians 2: 14-
16
‘Do everything without grumbling 
or arguing, so that you may become 
blameless and pure, “children of 
God without fault in a warped and 
crooked generation.” Then you will 
shine among them like stars in the 
sky as you hold firmly to the word of 
life. And then I will be able to boast 
on the day of Christ that I did not 
run or labor in vain.’

Would you like to go and see the 
2020 Passion Play 
in Oberammergau?

The ticket office opens for group 
bookings next month, March, so 
if you are interested in seeing this 
wonderful event please let me 
know asap.  Shared transport could 
be arranged..

Contact Anne Penfold  
 anne@nineyrol.com
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“This was written by an 8-year-old named Danny Dutton, who lives in Chula 
Vista, CA. He wrote it for his third grade homework assignment, to ‘explain 
God.’ I wonder if any of us could have done as well.

 
EXPLANATION OF GOD:
‘One of God’s main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones 
that die, so there will be enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn’t 
make grownups, just babies. I think because they are smaller and easier to make. 
That way he doesn’t have to take up His valuable time teaching them to talk and 
walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.’

‘God’s second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes 
on, since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime. 
God doesn’t have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because he 
hears everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he has 
thought of a way to turn it off.’

‘God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him 
pretty busy. So you shouldn’t go wasting his time by going over your mom and 
dad’s head asking for something they said you couldn’t have.’

‘Atheists are people who don’t believe in God. I don’t think there are any in 
Chula Vista . At least there aren’t any who come to our church.’

‘Jesus is God’s Son. He used to do all the hard work, like walking on water and 
performing miracles and trying to teach the people who didn’t want to learn 
about God. They finally got tired of him preaching to them and they crucified 
him. But he was good and kind, like his father, and he told his father that they 
didn’t know what they were doing and to forgive them and God said O.K.’

‘His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard work 
on earth so he told him he didn’t have to go out on the road anymore. He could 
stay in heaven. So he did. And now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers 
and seeing things which are important for God to take care of and which ones 
he can take care of himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only 
more important.’

‘You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got 
it worked out so one of them is on duty all the time.’

‘You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy and if 
there’s anybody you want to make happy, it’s God!

Don’t skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the 
beach. This is wrong. And besides, the sun doesn’t come out at the beach until 
noon anyway.’

‘If you don’t believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, 
because your parents can’t go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. 
It is good to know He’s around you when you’re scared, in the dark or when you 
can’t swim and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids.’

‘But...you shouldn’t just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God 
put me here and he can take me back anytime he pleases.

And...that’s why I believe in God.’

Thank you Laurie John for sharing this with us all.

Belloc Retreat   
“Growing together in 

Christ”
The Chaplaincy Retreat at Belloc 
this year will be from Thursday 
31st May until Sunday 3rd June.  
As in previous years, there will be 
the option of arriving on Thursday 
afternoon or on Friday evening.  
For those arriving on Thursday 
afternoon, the first 24 hours will be a 
time of quiet (not necessarily silent) 
retreat and Bible study led principally 
by Charlotte.  From Friday evening, 
Archdeacon Meurig Williams will 
be leading the more structured part 
of the retreat with teaching sessions 
and discussion each day, some 
time for praise and worship and, of 
course, some free time to enjoy the 
beautiful surroundings.

More detailed information about 
this programme and how to book 
will appear in next month’s magazine 
and on the Chaplaincy website.

Count your blessings
For a few years now, Christian Aid 
has been producing a Lent activity for 
both children and adults to “Count 
your blessings”. This consists of daily 
thoughts and activities through 
Lent to consider various aspects of 
people’s lives where Christian Aid is 
working. Their website says, 

“As we follow Jesus’ journey this Lent, 
let’s confront the wildernesses in 
our own world. Let’s walk with our 
neighbours – like Dimma, Ibrahim 
and Sori – who have been forced to 
flee their homes. As you reflect on the 
blessings in your life you’ll see how 
your support gives people hope.”

Resources can be downloaded here: 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
lent-easter/lent-calendar 

We’ve been doing this for a few years 
now and found it thoughtful and 
challenging. But be careful. It can 
seriously damage your wealth!

Barrie and Ainslie Green
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Flower Histories and Maintenance – The Clivia or Kaffir Lily

I have been growing these wonderful plants for 30 years.   Today they live, all 
eleven of them, upstairs in the bedroom on a sunny table and on the landing 

in an East window.   They are real heralds of spring, and true friends.   They will 
live anywhere in the house and they are so un-demanding.   The only trouble 
they have is a mite that causes a white froth on their leaves.   I use an indoor pest 
spray which has turned out to have done the job this year.   Their green strap/like 
leaves are most attractive, and from now on new paler leaves are pushing their 
way up, this simple growth gives me great pleasure at this time of year.   

Early January I begin to water and feed.   Up until now I’ve given them very 
little water and no nourishment.   They were brought into the house in late 
September, very weather beaten and sun parched.   As soon as frost has stopped 
I put them out in a shady place in the garden and let them drink up the rain. 
They are outside all summer, between  frost periods.  They hate full sun.   For 
the moment, February, they will slowly build up their flower buds, which appear 
like small peas in the leaf growth.   This tiny bundle grows quickly and finally 
ends up with the most beautiful orange lily/like flower spray which lasts a good 
three weeks.   Although the Clivia is mostly orange I have three white varieties 
and one yellow, I believe they are available in pink and red also, but have never 
seen them.

Clivias like to be pot bound, and if you feel they need splitting, they say do it 
in February, but I do this in August so they have a good long time before they 
are due to flower to settle down.   Keep them watered and fed.  As I have said I 
do this in Dec/Jan and Feb in order to get good flowers.   Of course if you split 
a plant you must always make sure it is happy and well watered whenever you 
do it.   However during late Autumn and early winter the watering must be very 
scarce.

When I bring them into the house in the Autumn I do a fair bit of leaf sorting, as 
they tend to be fairly ragged after a summer outside.   Sun damage does no harm, 
but looks bad, try and pull the leaves carefully from the base of the plant.   By 
February, after all the preening and feeding they will look their best, the flowers 
bright and perky.!

Canary	Bird

A Service to Celebrate the 
Life of Paddy Atkinson
                11 Feb 1920 – 13 Sept 2017

On the 24th 
N o v e m b e r 

in her beloved 
church at 
Monteton, led by 
Revd Liz Morris 
and our Chaplain, 
we gave thanks 
for and celebrated 
the life of Paddy, surrounded by her 
family and friends in a church filled 
with her favourite flowers and with 
her silver candelabra placed on the 
altar. The choir sang “Paddy’s Song” 
especially written for the Monteton 
40th Anniversary Concert in July; 
Marjorie then led the choir in 
Paddy’s chosen anthems of Faure’s 
“La Cantique de Jean Racine” and 
Rutter’s “The Lord Bless You and 
Keep You”, with Richard Errington 
on the organ, accompanying us in 
Paddy’s favourite hymns. 

There were moving contributions 
read by Paddy’s grandchildren, 
and her daughter Carolynn, in 
her Tribute to her mother, told 
us of Paddy’s amazing career in 
the WRAF, (including a spell at 
Bletchley Park, about which Paddy 
was typically dismissive!), her 
marriage to Barry, an officer in the 
RAF, and their life in the countries 
in which they served, their time in 
Aden being particularly dramatic. 
Grand-daughter Harriet spoke 
warmly of all the family gatherings 
at the house in Montaillac, of many 
golden summers in the beautiful 
garden with its astonishing view 
over the Lot et Garonne countryside, 
and of days constantly in and out of 
the swimming pool! 

Following the service, we gathered at 
Paddy’s home for refreshments and, 
as Carolynn put it, “to say goodbye as 
and where she would have wished”. 
In the Order of Service booklet, with 
the photograph of an eager young 
WRAF officer on the front cover, a 
quotation from Dag Hammarskjold 
sums up the Paddy we all knew and 
loved: “For all that has been, thanks. 
To all that shall be, yes.”
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Time to 
smile......

At the evening service tonight, the sermon will be 
‘What is Hell?’  Come early and listen to our choir 
practice.

Eight new choir robes are needed due to the 
addition of several new members and to the 
deterioration of some older ones.

Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way 
again’, giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.

Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.  
They need all the help they can get.

With apologies to all our church choirs!!

Three sons left home, went out on their own and prospered. Getting back 
together, they discussed the gifts they were able to give their elderly mother.

The first said, “I built a big house for our mother.” The second said, “I sent her a 
Mercedes with a driver.” The third smiled and said, “I’ve got you both beat. You 
remember how mom enjoyed reading the Bible? And you know she can’t see 
very well. So I sent her a remarkable parrot that recites the entire Bible. It took 
elders in the Church 12 years to teach him. He’s one of a kind. Mama just has to 
name the chapter and verse, and the parrot recites it.”

Soon thereafter, mom sent out her letters of thanks:

“David,” she wrote one son, “The house you built is so huge. I live in only one 
room, but I have to clean the whole house.”

“John,” she wrote to another, “I am too old to travel. I stay most of the time at 
home, so I rarely use the Mercedes. And the driver is so rude!”

“Dearest Jeffrey,” she wrote to her third son, “You have the good sense to know 
what your mother likes. The chicken was delicious.”

Pancakes
Six-year-old Dan decided one 
Saturday morning to fix his parents 
pancakes. He found a big bowl and 
spoon, pulled a chair to the counter, 
opened the cupboard and pulled out 
the heavy flour canister, spilling it 
on the floor. He scooped some of the 
flour into the bowl with his hands, 
mixed in most of a cup of milk and 
added some sugar, leaving a floury 
trail on the floor which by now had a 
few tracks left by his kitten.

Dan was covered with flour and 
getting frustrated. He wanted this 
to be something very good for Mom 
and Dad, but it was getting very bad.

He didn't know what to do next, 
whether to put it all into the oven 
or on the stove, and he didn't know 
how the stove worked! Suddenly, he 
saw his kitten licking from the bowl 
of mix and reached to push her away, 
knocking the egg carton to the floor. 
Frantically, he tried to clean up this 
monumental mess but slipped on the 
eggs, getting his pajamas white and 
sticky.

Just then he saw Dad standing at the 
door. Big crocodile tears welled up in 
Dan's eyes. All he'd wanted to do was 
something good, but he'd made a 
terrible mess. He was sure a scolding 
was coming, maybe even a spanking. 
But his father just watched him.
Then, walking through the mess, he 
picked up his crying son, hugged 
him and loved him, getting his own 
pajamas white and sticky in the 
process. That's how God deals with 
us. We try to do something good 
in life, but it turns into a mess. Our 
marriage gets all sticky, we insult a 
friend, we can't stand our job, or our 
health goes sour.

Sometimes, we just stand there 
in tears because we can't think of 
anything else to do. That's when God 
picks us up and loves us and forgives 
us, even though some of our mess 
gets all over Him. But just because 
we might mess up, we can't stop 
trying for God or for others. Sooner 
or later, we'll get it right, and then 
they'll be glad we tried.

Anon

Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting together 
during church services. Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud. Finally, his big 
sister had had enough. 

'You're not supposed to talk out loud in church,’ she whispered.

'Why? Who's going to stop me?' Joel asked.

Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, 'See those two men standing 
by the door? They're hushers.' 
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Do you know who your 
Ancestors were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes 
to Chaplaincy Funds, Gill will research your 

ancestors and then provide you with a report 
and a family tree. 

Or why not make it a special gift for a 
relative?   

For more information speak to Gill Sweetman 
on 05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

Advertising rates per edition
Full page   60€     Half page   40€  

 Quarter page   20€    7cm x 5cm   15€
 Long-term booking discounts available

Camera-ready artwork should be sent to the Editor 
together with the appropriate  amount made payable to 

‘The  Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’. 

BINDING UP THE BROKEN HEARTED
Isaiah 61: 1b  He has sent me to heal the broken heart ....

Today, almost everyone is aware that the rates of divorce and 
separation in France have reached epidemic proportions. 
Christians are not immune from this. Most churches have 
members struggling to rebuild their lives after the breakdown 
of a marriage or a close relationship. Often, these people are the 
ones who have been abandoned by their former partners and 
they can feel isolated by their communities, even sometimes 
by their churches, who may not know how to give help .

As part of the cultural association Tamaris (1901) of the 
Protestant Evangelical Church of Loches Sud-Touraine, we 
are offering support to divorced or separated people through 
the Aquila programme, which is described in our brochure. 
This brochure is obtainable by email from tamaris@loches.org  
or you can have a hard copy sent to you. We would appreciate 
your sharing the information with anyone you know who may 
benefit from our support, whether they are Christians or not.

Please note :
The next Aquila program for Anglophones: Feb 9-11, 2018
The next Aquila program for Francophones: March 16-18, 2018
Jim Wheeler, President
Association Tamaris
L’Abri, 16 rue de Tours,  37600 Loches

I'm a PhD student working on 
the role played by the British 
in the introduction of athletic 
sports in XIXth century 
Bordeaux. 

I am looking for members of old 
British families established in 
Bordeaux who may have kept 
personnal archives or simple 

memories (such as photographs) related to sporting 
activities between the 1840's and 1914. 

If you are willing to share information, please feel 
free to email me. François Bourmaud, Université 
Paris-Sorbonne, francois.bourmaud@yahoo.fr

Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne: BOURMAUD 
François

Is drinking costing more than money?
Alcoholics Anonymous

If	you	or	someone	you	know	has	a	drinking	
problem,	 there	 are	 now	 a	 number	 of		
English-speaking	 meetings	 of	 Alcoholics	
Anonymous	in	the	South	West	of	France.

Contact	–	Ewen	05	53	05	76	62	or	

Roger	05	55	76	22	65

Support for English speaking 
dementia sufferers in the Dordogne

L’Association France Alzheimer 
Dordogne

2 rue Emille Counord 24100 Bergerac

Tel: 05 53 27 30 34

Mail: alzheimer.dordogne@orange.fr

Website: www.francealzheimer-dordogne.org



    Spreading the Word                                                                                                                    February 2018    |    13

Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW Mike Duncan   05 53 91 30 64 
 Tony Stephens 05 45 60 62 84 
ML Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC Sheila Marshall     05 53 90 95 69

February Services
Sunday 4 February  10:30 Service of the Word  Trevor Hodgkiss
    16:00 Evensong   Sheila Marshall
Sunday 11 February   10:30 Holy Communion  Revd Barrie Green
Ash Wednesday 14 February  11:00 BCP Holy Communion  Revd Tony Lomas. With the application of ashes.
Sunday 18 February  10:30 Family Service   Janis Adams
Sunday 25 February *  10:30 Holy Communion  Revd Tony Lomas. Followed by Local Annual Meeting

Please join us for tea and coffee across the road in the Upper Room after each of the Sunday services

*There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch following this service.
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass. 

We invite a donation of 1€50 towards the cost of bread and wine which will be supplied.
Please see the note about B&S lunches later in the News

Local Annual Church Meeting    Sunday 25th February at Bertric-Burée
Many of our church members are busily preparing their reports for the Local Annual Meeting to be held in church after our 
service on Sunday 25th February.   It’s a time to review the life of our fellowship over the last year and a time to plan ahead 
for this year. 
In preparation for that meeting we, as a church family, need to be thinking about how we can help towards building God’s 
Kingdom here in the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine. Some of our folk have served on ‘the committee’ for a number of years 
and wish to put their energy into something different for a while. Will you consider accepting a nomination to join the 
committee for the next year or so? Or are you able to recommend someone? 
Nomination forms are available from Mike Duncan, who will outline what is required of committee members. Please don’t 
be put off by the thought of long, boring meetings every other week. This is far from true. If the meetings are long, it’s 
because they are very interesting and worthwhile and are conducted in an informal and friendly way and with a month in 
between.
          Mike Duncan – Local Warden 
Oh, and by the way: There’s a vacancy for a Warden and Treasurer. How about you?

A Valentines Dinner full of Surprises!  
Wednesday 14th February 18:30 

in the Upper Room at Bertric Burée

Three-course meal with wine included,  25€ per couple 
By reservation only

Please purchase your ticket promptly, as we’re limited to 40 places
Contact Kathy Carter on 06 85 40 25 23 

kathycarter7755@yahoo.com
If you’re vegetarian, please tell us when booking 

and you will be catered for
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Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW Sue Torne  05 62 08 17 78
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML 
PC Liz Evans  05 62 06 59 75

February Service
Thursday 22 February 11:00  Holy Communion

Our Christmas Eucharist was held here in Condom on the 21st December,  and it was a joyous occasion. The readings 
were those for Christmas Day. The church was decorated lavishly with candles, and we had our very own crib (knitted 

lovingly by some of the ladies,) on display.

It was presided over by our Chaplain Tony, who gave a short thoughtful sermon on the meaning of Christmas, and of 
preparing our minds to again welcome Christ afresh into our lives. We sang the old carols which we all love, aided by music 
from a wonderful 'music machine' which Tony kindly brought with him. Our regular organist could not be with us, so the 
machine was a great help. It was a warm service, with some new visitors which everyone enjoyed and appreciated.

Afterwards, we had fellowship, accompanied by coffee and mince pies very kindly prepared by Ron and Ann Benner. This 
has become something of a tradition, which we are delighted to carry on. Ron was a professional baker, and his mince pies 
are always very good indeed.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable interlude, and we are very grateful to Tony, as always, for his visits. We are conscious that he 
comes a long way, and wish him to know his pastoral care of us is appreciated, especially at this very busy time of year.

It was a quietly fitting preparation for Christmas.

We were all invited by the Maire of Bertric Bureé to join the local Community at 
the Salle de Fête, to exchange New Year wishes and to enjoy their hospitality, which 
was the first time and very well received by all who attended.  It is so good to made 
to feel welcome by the Mayor and the residents of the village. The photo shows our 
Warden Mike Duncan and the Mayor’s secretary Marie  who is always so helpful.

Bringing and Sharing
Our Bring and Share luncheons are only 12 times a year, so with 12 volunteers to 
help set it up, we could relieve those few stalwarts who do all the work every other 
month. All that is needed is the purchase of 2/3 loaves, checking that there is a box 

of wine, red and white (-for which of course you will be reimbursed from the donations on the 
day) then laying the tables following coffee. 

There are always plenty of willing volunteers on the day for helping, and tidying up afterwards. 
So, if you enjoy coming to the Bring and Share Lunch, how about doing your bit to help it happen. 
There’s a sheet on the notice board for you to write your name against a month that suits you. 
       Jill Stephens

It’s nearly time to come out of hibernation!
The Bertric Burée Randoneers and Strollites are currently enjoying a short period of hibernation 
but soon, as the days lengthen and the warmth returns, we will hope to be out and about again, 
enjoying the beauty of our area and convivial lunches together. 

Please contact me if you want to be added to the mailing list for this coming season of walks 
which should be reconvening in March...If I awake in time.

Jaki   jakimoorhouse@aol.com
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Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Helen Raphael              05 53 47 78  93just off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  on D245 north-east of Agen Envals St Médard

February Services
Sunday 04 Feb   11:00  Holy Communion  Doudrac Rev’d Liz Morris
Tues 13 Feb   11:30  Holy Communion  Envals  Rev’d Liz Morris
Wed 14 Feb   16:00  Holy Communion  Doudrac Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 18 Feb  10:30  Holy Communion  Dondas    Rev’d Tony Lomas

DOUDRAC
Our first communion service at the beginning of December was led by Rev Tony Lomas. It was good to welcome him and 
Ingrid once again. The scripture readings and Tony’s message, “Are you ready?’ brought home the importance of being ready 
for Christ’s return. We had thirty-five communicants at this service.

On Sunday morning, 10th December, a congregation of nearly sixty gathered at Doudrac to enjoy the service of Lessons and 
Carols, led by Rev Liz Morris. Candles were lit, and greenery heavily laden with red berries and gold ribbon decorated the 
altar steps. There was also a Christmas tree and a crib, and of course, a beautiful Advent Wreath.  The first verse of ‘Once in 
Royal David’s City’ was sung by a member of the congregation and thereafter, all carols were sung most heartily.

More Christmas gifts for children were donated, as they had been the 
week before, to be distributed by Resto du Coeur. We also had a retiring 
collection for the Bishop’s Advent Appeal.

After the service we gathered in the Salles des Fetes for our Christmas 
lunch. It was a joyous time of eating, drinking and catching up with 
friends. Thanks to all those who gave their time to cook such a delicious 
meal.

A good number of church 
members and visitors attended 
our Holy Communion service 

on Christmas morning, which was led by Rev Liz Morris. For the last time in 2017, 
we enjoyed singing carols in the candle-lit church of St John’s in Doudrac before 
hurrying off to be with our own families and friends on this special day.

Our first service of Holy Communion at Doudrac will be on Sunday, 4th February at 
11am. This service will be led by Rev Liz Morris.

DONDAS
This year’s bi-lingual Carol Service was on Wednesday, 13 December at 6.30pm and was led by Revd Liz Morris and our 
Parish Priest, Père John Hennessy, joined us to read the Gospel in French and to give a blessing. There were congregational 
carols and readings in both French and English together with choir carols sung by Chant’Allez accompanied by Marilyn 
Morrow. As always, the  service was followed by mulled wine and mince pies in the Salle des Fêtes.

This was closely followed, on Sunday, 17 December at 10.30am by our final eucharist of the year, celebrated by the Revds 
Angela and David Marshall.

ST MEDARD
Our Carol Service this year was taken by Revd. Tony Lomas, and Père Fauconnet and was 
a very joyous occasion. Tony’s ’words’ were much appreciated by all those present, being 
in English and French. The choir Chant’Allez were wonderful. This year for the first time, 
they were joined by the French choir from Prayssas, to sing Douce Nuit which was very 
moving.

Mulled wine and mince pies were very much appreciated.
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Bordeaux   
(33) Chapelle de l’Assomption,   
370 bd Président Wilson,   (opposite 
the British Consulate).

CW    Heather Gardiner   07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson         05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10 69 17  
      Nellie Salvi               05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
ML    Lindsay Megraud   05 56 96 44 17
PC     Rhian Foreau     05 56 36 99 63

February Services
Sunday February 4th   10.30 Family Communion Service  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday February 11th 10.30 Family Communion Service  Rev’d Tony Lomas
   12.00 Annual Meeting (all are welcome!)
   15.00 Madagascan Family Communion
Wednesday, February 14th   19.30 Ash Wednesday Service
Sunday February 18th 10.30 Family Communion Service  Rev’d Brian Davies
Sunday February 25th 10.30 All Age Worship Service ` Revd Deacon   
             Charlotte Sullivan
Looking ahead – please note these important dates:
Saturday, March 17th 14.30 Holy Communion Service & Ordination of Charlotte Sullivan as priest. 
    Chapelle de l'Assomption, Bordeaux
Saturday, April 18th  Chaplaincy Annual General Meeting in Doudrac

Pre-Service Sunday Prayer: There is now a short prayer meeting each Sunday starting at 10.15 beside the Altar. 
Participation is totally optional and you are most welcome to join the group to pray for the Service which follows and for 
those in need.

Sunday School Dates: February 4, 11, 18
Sunday School and Youth Group For more information, feel free to contact Anne Sharp (05 57 88 46 24), or Heather 
Gardiner (07 87 71 92 52 or heathermariongardiner@gmail.com)

In addition to checking out the Chaplaincy website www.churchinaquitaine.org
for updated and new articles on our church life,

please surf to the Bordeaux Church website: www.anglicanbordeaux.org
Visit and "like" our facebook pages: EnglishAnglicanChurchBordeaux 

Wine and Words – Bordeaux
Join our Anglican Church Choir – Bordeaux facebook group 

twitter: @anglicanbdx

Activities & Opportunities
The Kids' Choir meets immediately after every service for a 15 minute practice. See the article 
on their December concert below! Please encourage your children to join in on the fun and take 
time for yourself to chat and have a cup of coffee. 

The Adult Choir has choir practices on Saturday afternoons from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the 
Chapel. All voices (S-A-T-B) are welcome so come along and see what it's all about. A good time is 
ensured. The New Year has just started so make it your resolution! We'll be practising for Charlotte 
Sullivan's ordination service as well as the Lenten and Easter celebrations. To be put on the choir 
mailing list, please contact Richard at a Sunday service or write to info@anglicanbordeaux.org.

Bible Study Group. A hearty welcome to those who are interested in meeting in Bordeaux on Friday evening, February 
2, 16 and 23. If you would like to join this group or start one in your area, please contact Christine Rychlewski: alienor1153@
yahoo.com or 06 81 85 72 97

Wine and Words Group. Wine and Words is a monthly discussion group which will 
meet this month on Friday evening, February 9th. The topic will focus on love, in the St 
Valentine's Day spirit. Contact Christine Rychlewski: alienor1153@yahoo.com or 06 81 85 
72 97 for more information and to join our mailing list (we also have a Facebook group: 
Wine and Words Bordeaux).
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Picnic Play Reading Group. The Picnic Play-Reading Group meets once a month to read a play – do come join us! We 
are always happy to welcome more members to this worthwhile fellowship activity. The next gathering will be on Sunday, 
February 18th after a bring and share picnic lunch. For more information, please contact Pamela (pamela.i.prior@gmail.com, 
06 75 80 03 86).  

Filling up the Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand basket. This centre city social charity, supported 
by the Bordeaux Church and others, cares for people who are less fortunate than we. Please pick up 
dried goods of any sort, toiletry items (toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo), or nappies for babies 
while you're in the supermarket and bring them to church on any Sunday. Every little bit helps! For 
those with a little time, please think about helping out at the Foyer itself. They need volunteers to sort 
clothing donations and also to help with after-school programmes.

Ecumenical get-together on Sunday, February 18, 12.30 – 16.00. Repas fraternel 
œcuménique at the Salle des Ardillos Mérignac, 105 avenue de l'Yser. Repas partagé tiré du sac 
et animation.

News from the end of last year
A resounding THANK YOU to our worship leaders in December and January: Tony Lomas, Robin Nash, Philip Harbridge, 
Angela and David Marshall, and Christine Rychlewski

God bless the Gunas. We give thanks for the presence and grace over the last three 
years of the Guna family. Vas was an important part of the Sunday School team and 
Segar marveled us all with his guitar ministry – truly SINGSPIRATIONAL! We pray that 
their return to Singapour and new opportunities goes well. We shall miss you and look 
forward to an "Au revoir".

Kids' Choir Concert. The Kid’s choir has continued to run very 
well in Bordeaux. The children rehearsed after each service except 
during school holidays. For the first time, the Kid’s Choir performed 
a concert on December 3rd, with the children singing worship songs in English and French. Some 
solos were performed by the eldest while the younger ones learned to accompany them. The concert 
was presented by Lindsay, accompanied by Segar, Johnson, Stephen and conducted by Holi. The songs 
of praise and ensuing applause raised the roof and the "bis" were numerous. We are blessed to have this 
youth ministry in Bordeaux. A big thank-you to the leaders.

Bordeaux Christmas Bazaar. On December 3rd, Bordeaux celebrated another festive celebration 
of fellowship and Christmas cheer and what a pleasure it was to see friends coming from further afield 
in the Chaplaincy. We were delighted to welcome Revd Andrew and Alexandra Bullock who were over 

for a much deserved, short break. Andrew opened the Christmas Bazaar with a prayer and a blessing.
What made the Bazaar special was that most of the stalls had very successful afternoons, with a new stand of crochet work 
side by side with the hand made jewelry stand. The Raffle run by Kit Seguin was most amusing and rewarding for those who 
won prizes as the lots were truly attractive this year.
Books, wine, a Silent Promises Auction, teas, Christmas goodies, English fare, the Traditional Bazaar Marmelade and the 
Tangy Chutney, cakes and not forgetting the White Elephant stall which was most inviting this year, were the stars as often 
is the case. The children’s corner was well attended and France gave the children her full attention.
Our sincere thanks to the welcoming, enthusiastic volunteers who were solely responsible for the success of the event 
under the untiring direction of Nellie Salvi.
It will be remiss not to mention the generosity of two dear fellow Christians in Bordeaux, Segar & Vas Guna, who were 

called back to Singapore in December, and donated their second car to be “auctioned off ” as 
part of the Christmas Bazaar effort. This alone brought in a handsome sum of money and we 
are deeply thankful.

Bordeaux Madagascan Carol Service. We had the privilege to be led by Revd Philip 
Harbridge who is married to Honorine, an Anglican from Madagascar, for our Carol Service 
on the afternoon of December 10th. The children, including Sophie and Tiffany Harbridge, 
participated by singing solos and by reciting a Christmas poem. It was also great to see Revd 
Philip and the whole family singing in Madagascan!
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Bordeaux Christmas Carol Service. The Lord works in the most wonderful ways! Imagine arriving in Bordeaux from 
the UK on a Saturday and robing to lead two Carol Services in front of several hundred people the following day, and all that 
with a Madagascan touch as you just read above! A moving evening Carol Service included the participation of two choirs 
(the kids and the adults) with Music Director Richard Hunt behind the organ, numerous readers and the fine delivery of 
easy-to-understand messages by the Revd Harbridge for such a diverse congregation. The Kids' Choir sang “See amid the 
winter’s snow”, “Il est né le divin enfant” (solo by Tife) and “Hallulejah” (Leonard Cohen version). They joined the other 
children from Sunday School in yet another amazing nativity play. Bravo, Sunday School leaders!

Bordeaux Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Service. A big thank-you to the clergy team of Angela and David 
Marshall who kindly spent Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in Bordeaux to lead two beautiful Holy Communion services. 
Such a feeling of "Joy to the World"!

News from the New Year!
Ecumenical Corner. Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2018 on the theme: "Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power" 
(Exodus 15, 6), prepared by the Christian churches in the Caribbean.

→On the occasion of the “Week of Prayer for Christian unity”, children accompanied by their parents 
from the Bordeaux Anglican Church and the Roman Catholic Church of Gradignan visited together 
the Greek Orthodox Church of Bordeaux. There were only 40 seats available for 60 Anglicans and 
Catholics, associated with the Orthodox community there. Most of us stood during the one hour 
service, but we were honoured by their warm welcome. Parts of the service were in French so we 
could follow a little bit. After the service, although Father Theodore Papanicolaou had to visit each 
one of his parishioners, on the occasion of Epiphany, he spent lots of time with us to explain the 
icons and orthodoxy. After, it was great to have a bring and share aperitif and fellowship between the 
Orthodox, Catholics and Anglicans. "How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together 

in unity!" (Ps 133.1). AMEN!

→A sizable group from our church participated in a Taizé worship service in Pessac on Friday, January 19, organized by 
the Bordeaux-Sud ecumenical group. Our own service on Sunday was a lively celebration, focusing on "Hope and healing". 
We were involved with the Catholic, Protestant, Russian Orthodox, and 7th Day Adventist churches in organizing a joint 
service in Caudéran on Tuesday, January 23, and a small group made the worthwhile drive out to Martillac for the service 
at the Domaine de la Solitude on January 24, organized by the Bordeaux-Graves group.
The group in Caudéran meets monthly to discuss various ecumenical themes. If you would like to join, please contact 
Christine Rychlewski for details (alienor1153@yahoo.com, 06 81 85 72 97).

Baptisms at the Madagascan Service on January 21st. The Chaplain Tony Lomas led a Service on Holy 
Communion and Baptism of children from one of the Madagascan families. Holy Spirit, we welcome you ... and we welcome 
them officially into the family of God. 
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Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

No February Service - next service Sunday 18th March 11.00 Prayer & Praise David Albrecht followed by bring and 
share lunch and our Local Annual Meeting. 

Each year Collin & Sheila send a Christmas card to our summer visitors. Here is one of the many thank you letters we 
received in response. 

"We had a card from the Campbells. Could you please convey our thanks and appreciation for their thoughtfulness?
Just to let you and all the congregation know how much we enjoyed meeting your fellowship. It's a pity we didn't have more 
time to get to know you all a little better! Please be assured you remain in our thoughts and prayers and may He add to your 
numbers.
We had our first meeting for the Week of Christian Unity in our Catholic church -through Churches Together. The priest was 
saying that it is not so much about having our doctrine right as living out our faith, showing our love and devotion to Christ.
May you all be blessed and kept safe and well!
In His peace.   john & Pauline Winlow"

The Alpha Course Tuesdays at 6.00 pm  
You are warmly invited to join us at Lou Cayrou, Lieu dit Arlie, 24370 Carlux. (East of Sarlat. Sat Nav 44.881304,1.37154) 
Starting with Supper, we explore each topic with talks on DVD by Nicky Gumbel and an opportunity for shared discussion. 
rsvp alpha@thewiltons.com Tel 07 86 09 26 58  
The course is free and comprises: 
30th Jan    Who is Jesus? 
6th Feb     Why did Jesus Die? 
13th Feb   How can we have Faith? 
20th Feb   Why and how do I Pray? 
27th Feb   Why and how should I read the Bible? 
6th March How does God Guide us? 

10th March Away Day: Who is the Holy Spirit? What does the Holy 
Spirit do?  How can I be Filled with the Holy Spirit? 

13th March  How can I Resist Evil? 
20th March  Why and how should I tell Others? 
27th March  Does God Heal Today? 
3rd April      What about the Church? 

The course is appropriate for both those who already have a faith and those 
seeking to explore Christianity. Perhaps you have a friend you could invite 
and attend the course with them? 

If you are interested let us know at alpha@thewiltons.com Dave & Jan Wilton

Please keep the Alpha course in your prayers, that it will bear much fruit 
that will last, for transformed lives, growth in Christ and protection for the 
leaders, hosts and guests.

Carol Service 15th December

Thank you very much Dave & Jan, Andrew & 
Rebecca, Jeff, Rosemary, Henri & Valerie, Colin 
& Sheila, for coming early to heat the church and 
for decorating it so beautifully, for organising 
the refreshments and for your contributions to 
making the Carol service a success. Thanks to 
Charlotte for an excellent message. God knows 
us best and gives us the greatest gift of Jesus 
Christ. God knew Jesus would be rejected but 
he still gave his son because he wanted to, that's 
how much he loves and accepts us.
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Lin Tarrant  05 53 91 26 38

February Services
Sunday February 11     Family Service       Negrondes           Janis Adams
Sunday February 18    Holy Communion   Chancelade          Rev’d Tony  Lomas
Sunday February 25   Holy Communion    Negondes             Rev’d Brian Davies

The Christmas Carol Service at The Abbey, Chancelade was a moving event.   As usual Variations Choir gave us some 
lovely renderings of much loved carols.   Afterwards we all ate mince pies and mulled wine in the Vestry.   Thanks go 

out to all those who gave up their afternoon and volunteered to help with the feast.

We began our local Christmas at Negrondes, decorating the church.   This was great fun and the church looked lovely.   
Somehow it knitted everyone together as did our Carol Service on the evening of the 20th.   We were very pleased to have 
so many French in the congregation.  The Church really looked lovely with a tree and greenery and many of us had made 
little figures of kings, shepherds and even sheep.   It was a great evening.   Thanks go out to all who decorated the church, 
spent time making figures and generally helping the evening get on its way. Some of the French ladies commented on 
our decoration, how bright and welcoming they made the church and how happy we Anglicans all appear to be and how 
welcome they were  made to feel.

Our local Annual General Meeting will take place at Chancelade on Sunday 18 February, 

 chaired by The Rev’d Tony Lomas.   
We are in need of volunteers to attend Chaplaincy Council Meetings.   There are four a year at Bergerac.   Patrick Sturges 
and Elizabeth Oaten are resigning this year.   They have attended these meeting for a number of years, and we thank them 
for that.   If you are interested in volunteering for this worthwhile job, please contact either Patrick or Liz.

Shrove Tuesday is the 13th February this year so fill up on pancakes before you come along to the Lent Course on Thursday 
the 15th. Everyone is welcome to come along to the home of Patrick and Penny Sturges, to all or any of these 6 meetings. 
The subject will be the Beatitudes. The start time is 14.30 and tea and cake will be served. We feed body and soul wherever 
possible !!
Gatherings like this help us to better understand our faith or lack of it , misunderstandings and questions can be aired and 
discussed and we can draw closer together as a community.
Do come, please let Patrick or Penny know in advance if possible so chairs, tea and cake will be enough to go round !

I feel that we are very blessed having a fellowship of willing and committed people ready to step into the breach, working 
together to keep our centre running.   Although we are small in number, I guess we are big in heart.   It seems that the year 
has gone by with very few hiccups.   Of course we have missed Patrick and look forward to him joining us all again in April, 
hopefully fully healed and mobile. 

The girls at Negrondes are working towards a curtain for the main door of the 
church, these are some of our patchwork that will be used.

I am reminded of a quote from a TV programme I was catching up on the other 
day and thought it a timely reminder for our Local Annual Meeting. ‘We often find 
that the hands of God are at the end of our own arms.’  Not just His hands, but 
His various skills, all needed to keep Negrondes and Chancelade going. A burden 
shared is a burden halved. Step forward my brothers and sisters, your combined 
help is needed. Speak to Liz, Patrick or indeed anyone if you are prepared to help. 
Often someone to take notes at a meeting is the very thing that gets left, ie the 
Chaplaincy Meetings,  so if you feel you could do that please step forward.  

I’m sure you all know the needs,  so enough of this.

Have a Great New Year, Happy, Healthy and Blessed.
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Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Christine Scott  05 53 29 39 40
 Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 59 13
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Christine Walter  05 53 74 93 20

February Services
Sunday 04 February   10.30  Prayer and Praise    Anne Penfold
Sunday 11 February   10.30  Holy Communion    Rev’d Liz Morris    
Ash Wednesday 14 February  18.00  Holy Communion by extension  Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
Thursday 15 February   10.30  BCP Holy Communion   Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 18 February   10.30  Morning Worship    Madeleine Holmes
Sunday 25 February   10.30  Holy Communion    TBN

Happy New Year to everyone and we hope 2018 will bring health and happiness to all.  Christmas seems a long time 
ago now so we will look forward to the new year and all that it holds for us all.

New sound system: in December we had a demonstration of a new bose sound 
system for the church and all the committee members were very impressed with 
the quality of the sound.  Amy then managed to persuade the salesman into letting 
us use the system for our carol service.  This allowed us to showcase the system to 
the whole church and made a huge difference to the success of the carol service.  All 
the readings could be heard around the church and the singing by the choir and the 
playing by Nasrine made it a really moving event.  We hope to raise the money to 
buy the system over the next few months.

Charlotte’s Ordination : we were overjoyed to hear of Charlotte’s success at her candidate’s panel last October.  We will be 
sad to see her leave Limeuil but at least she is staying in France!  Bordeaux isn’t so far away and she has promised to come 
back and see us.  We also hope to all go to Bordeaux for her priesting on March 17th.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 
Charlotte and we wish her all the best.  We are hoping to arrange a coach to take us to Bordeaux and if you would like to 
take advantage of this please let Anne Penfold know anne@nineyrol.com so she has some idea of numbers. 

New ladies group :  Our first meeting is taking place on 31st January at 3pm at the house 
of Lynn and John Ralph. We have been fortunate to have a professional milliner come to 
show us her range of hats as well as drinking tea and having a chat.  If you are interested 
in joining please contact either Kathryn Carr kathryn@enviro-advice.co.uk or Lynn Ralph 
lynnralph81@gmail.com 

Saying goodbye : on the 7th January after the service we all met for a meal at l’Abbaye at 
Cadouin to say goodbye to friends who are leaving us.  There was a good turn out and we all 
enjoyed a lovely meal apart from Manfred Bollinger who gave us a fright when he collapsed 
after the first course.  He was taken to hospital in Sarlat and fortunately it was not serious  
-they found that he had had an allergic reaction to the garlic soup.  He will have to avoid this 
in future!  We presented Christine with several gifts including a digital photo frame with lots 
of photos to remind her of her time at Limeuil.  Mike and Sylvia are also leaving us as they are moving to Perpignan at the 
end of January.  We gave them a leaving gift of a meal token for a posh restaurant in Perpignan for them to enjoy.  We wish 
Christine and the Kellys all the best for the future - they will be much missed.

WANTED!! A choir director is needed to ensure the tradition of a church choir continues at Limeuil.  If 
you would be willing to take on this important role or know someone who could be interested please let 
a warden or any committee member know. 

Secondhand book sales : we were given a lot of books as a result of house clearances and leftovers 
from vide greniers so we decided to offer them to people at the end of our church services at 1€ a book.  
We also encourage people to return them once they have been read and to bring new ones to keep the 
circulation of books going.  This has turned into a good little fund raiser and is proving popular.  We 
would encourage other churches to follow suit.

Cry in the Dark: Jan and Brian Jellyman joined us for a service in January and Brian spoke about Cry in the Dark.  We have 
received the following message from them:  On behalf of Jan and myself, may I thank all those who worship at Limeuil for 
their warm welcome and generosity to ‘A Cry in the Dark’. Thanks too to Charlotte for giving us time to speak.
May God bless your witness there at Limeuil. With much Christian love. Jan and Brian Jellyman.
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Monteton 

     

 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

February services
Sunday 11th February       10.30      Morning Prayer           Roger Verrall
Sunday 18th February       10.30      Prayer and Praise        TBA
Sunday 25th February       10.30      Holy Communion       Revd Liz Morris (followed by our LAM)

Monteton Service of Lessons and Carols/Celebration des Chants de Noel

Our service this year, held on the evening of Tuesday 12th December, was a joyful ecumenical event which we celebrated 
with the local Roman Catholic congregation. The service was conducted by our Chaplain Rev’d Tony Lomas and his 

counterpart in the Paroisse Saint-Vincent de Paul en Guyenne, Pere Taillade. The Monteton Choir, led by Marjorie Etschmann, 
and with Jonathan Smalley on the organ gave us a wonderful selection 
of traditional French and English carols, beginning with “Once in Royal 
David’s City” where Liz Berks led us in a lovely solo for the first verse. 
Pere Taillade gave the “Acceuil” or “Welcome”, where he reminded us 
to think particularly at this time of all the suffering and poverty in our 
world, and our Chaplain Tony gave the “Priere d’Appel” or “Bidding 
Prayer”. French carols included “Noel Nouvelet”, “Les Anges dans nos 
campagnes”, “Il est ne le Divin 
Enfant”, and the exquisite 
lesser-known “Le Sommeil de 
l’Enfant Jesu.” It was a moving 
experience to hear some of the 

well-known Lessons read in French, and so beautifully read by members of Pere 
Taillade’s congregation. After the service we all, both French and English, enjoyed 
delicious refreshments of mulled wine and mince pies and an opportunity to talk 
together and to form new friendships. Many thanks to all those who made this 
gathering such a memorable experience, and one which we all hope to be repeated.

Our service of Holy Communion for Christmas Eve was also a very moving occasion, held at our Chaplain’s suggestion on 
the morning of 24th December. Tony was also our celebrant and it was lovely to have Ingrid as reader of the 2nd Lesson. The 
Choir, boosted by its loyal contingent of occasional visitors, gave a magnificent rendering of the Basque carol, “The Infant 
King”, as well as lots of carols to welcome us before the service. It was very good to have Roger Williams back on the organ 
for Christmas, also to have Marjorie’s family from Germany with us in the congregation, the children having made special 
festive cookies for us to enjoy after the service!

We began the new year at Monteton on 14th January, the Second Sunday of Epiphany, with a service of Morning Prayer led 
by our Chaplain, Revd Tony Lomas. Although without the choir who take a well-deserved holiday in January, we all sang 
lustily to the organ music from Tony’s ‘magical machine’ and enjoyed the wonderful words of the Psalm for the Day, 139:

 “O Lord thou hast searched me out and known me: thou knowest my down-sitting and mine up-rising, thou understandest my 
thoughts long before.” 

Tony, in his sermon, spoke about the Chaplaincy theme for 2018, “Encouraging Growth” and, referring to the first Reading 
from the First Book of Samuel, reminded us that the journey to find Christ is not the same for everyone, not always the 
definitive ‘Road to Damascus’ moment, but often a slow but sure process, perhaps with firm roots in our family up-bringing 
or as a result of contact with a certain individual – but, equally relevant.

Please note that the Monteton Local Annual Meeting for 2018 will take place in the church following the service 
of Holy Communion on Sunday 25th February. Elections for the Monteton Committee take place at this meeting and 
with the Chaplaincy theme for 2018, “Encouraging Growth” in mind, it would be good to have some new faces to join the 
Monteton team. It is not an arduous commitment but helps with the smooth running of our church, so do think about it 
and ask any member of the current Committee for more details.

The first 2018 ‘Coffee and Cakes’ get-together chez Norma and Leslie will be on Saturday 10th March.
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The Gathering Fresh Expressions
‘The Gathering is an opportunity for people to meet, in an informal setting, to explore and experience the love of God and 
what it means to follow Jesus’

February Service:
Sunday 04 Feb - 10:30 The Gathering Meeting  Le Mouret

Carols and Mulled Wine
The Gathering rounded off the year with a special time of celebration, singing 
Carols at the home of Gareth and Helen Davies, and their daughter and son-
in-law, Pedro and Rebecca Santos. 

Led by David and Angela we enjoyed both traditional and new carols; and a 
clever and amusing Nativity video made by schoolchildren in Auckland, New 
Zealand (An Unexpected Christmas).  

Attended by friends and neighbours, as well as regular Gathering members, 
we completed the event with mulled wine, sausage rolls and mince pies. 

Eymet February Services
Sunday 04 Feb - 10:30 Fresh Expressions
Sunday 11 Feb - 10:30 Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 18 Feb - 10:30 Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 25 Feb - 10:30 Fresh Expressions 

What's been happening at Fresh Expressions at Eymet Temple? A lot! 
Reflections on 2017 included that in May 2017, a big step forward was taken when services moved from being bi-weekly, to 
being held every week with the regular congregation doubling during the year. Also, every week at 2pm on a Thursday Julia 
Petchey leads prayers and coffee at the Temple, and has done for the last three years. The congregation started with four 
and now numbers over 30 regular worshippers, with numbers swelling considerably during the summer. Julia reflects that 
prayers are being answered, Praise God. 

Meeting weekly at 10:30 for bi-lingual services of a modern style of worship 
supported by a band and multi media, the services are led by Allan and Julia Petchey 
or Rev Charlotte, Rev Tony and occasionally by the pasteur of the Protestant d'Eglise, 
Elizabeth Brinkman, who holds a more traditional Protestant service on a 5 Sunday 
month so there is a wide variety of worship and teaching. There are also regular series 
of evening fellowship and bible study held on Tuesday evenings  - 'Faith Encounters'. 

A big project undertaken In the summer of 2017, was the installation of a toilet and 
kitchenette as part of the 'water of life' project, which was timed to coincide with the Tour de France. This has made the 
Temple much more useable   and opens the door for other possibilities. The Temple received a loan from the Chaplaincy 
which the congregation have been repaying. 

On Christmas Eve, the Nativity story was creatively brought to life with an additional narrative from 'observers' ‘Hester 
and Ruben’ illuminating what people might have been saying about Mary and her condition at that time. During the cold 
months of Jan and Feb the congregation have moved from the Temple to the the room above the Tourist office as the Temple 
is without heating. Is this our 'Upper Room'?! Services will resume at the Temple from March. 

On 13th January, a fundraising Beetle Drive was held, which raised €476 making a 
significant contribution to the affectionately named ‘flush fund’ - the loan for the toilet and 
kitchenette.  Great fun and fellowship was had by the folks who came from three different 
churches, and no church, and new friendships were made. 

Watch this space for Fresh Expression plans for 2018 which will include...much fellowship, 
vibrant worship and the installation of heating at the Temple! Please do join us and bring 
friends, all are very welcome. 
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgills24@aol.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplains: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft  06 72 31 72 87 / 06 41 91 81 85     bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Hazel Door  rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr 06 74 72 89 05
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d John Morgan    05 53 54 18 90 marvol24@orange.fr
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Deacon Charlotte Sullivan  05 53 61 81 61   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

  
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Madeleine Holmes  05 53 04 85 44   madeleine@peladis.plus.com
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau: http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html


