
 

2018 Report on 8th Mission School in Nepal 

Despite the fact that this is my 9th trip to Nepal, arriving in Kathmandu is always a culture 
shock. The prevalent Hindu way of life hits you as soon as you step off the plane. A 
multiplicity of idols adorn the airport building. As usual, 2 lone cows stand poised and 

undisturbed in the middle of the very busy main road, exercising their ‘royal right’ as sacred 
and venerated creatures, inhaling the exhaust fumes as the heavy traffic rushes by! The air is 

thick with dust and a toxic fog; the 
pollution level remaining notoriously high 
in the Kathmandu valley. The devastation 

from the 2015 earthquakes still remains 
painfully visible in the city with rubble and 

dust everywhere; with gaping holes 
where whole buildings have collapsed or 
are still in the process of being 

dismantled. Piles of bricks and building 
materials lie strewn amongst heaps of 

rotting garbage. Lopsided electricity poles adorned with masses of tangled wires line the 
streets; live wires dangle precariously above the sidewalks or are looped over fences or 

around shrubs, causing pedestrians to tread 

cautiously. In spite of the structural warnings 
following the 2015 earthquakes, the city continues 

to expand haphazardly, ‘reaching for the sky’, as 
new floors are added to existing flimsy matchbox 
buildings. It is well known that many buildings fail 

to meet even basic building codes and of course 
they are seismically unsafe. Hundreds of community 

school buildings are yet to be reconstructed in the 
remote areas. Classes in Gorkha are still being run 
in prefabricated huts. The local newspapers speak of 

‘the difficulty in distributing funds’ donated to assist 
the earthquake affected regions’ and corruption and 

poor management are repeatedly cited. The rat-race 
of life continues furiously in this densely populated 

city; the beautiful Nepalese people appearing 
largely resigned to the ongoing chaos and turmoil. 
The predominating need to survive draws more and 

more people from the remote places to the city, 

hoping to make a semblance of a living. Coming 
from the protected and beautiful green pastures 
of ‘Cow Hill’, Estal, France, life in Kathmandu 

city is a rude awaking and sharp reminder of 
the basic essentials of life which are so easily 

taken for granted by us, who are presently  
blessed with lives void of any real scarcity.                   

Pastor Krishna and Pabitra are like pillars of 

resilience, having gone through a very tough 
year with health, family and other challenges 

These ‘sacred cows’ will spend the whole day in the middle of the road 

     A woman patiently squats for hours waiting to sell her vegetables 

The moon makes its appearance framed by a tangled web of electrical 

wires 
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by the end of the 17 days, they had made remarkable progress and were presenting the 

Gospel message with clarity and assurance. 

We explored many other areas of the faith; God’s holiness, God’s love, the importance of 
forgiveness, our position in Christ and Christian growth, the persistent shadow of ‘the old 

man’, the inevitability of persecution, deception in the church and so many other topics. The 
teaching on forgiveness deeply impacted the group. I was greatly rewarded and encouraged 
by the positive feed-back from the students. The classes will continue through to the end of 

June and then a field-trip is planned to one of the student’s villages in order to pave the way 
for a future house-church. The graduation will be in mid-July.                                     

Because of the increasing persecution against Christians in Nepal, Krishna and his team have 
to walk circumspectly. They are having to teach how to evangelize in a different way. There is 

also a rising concern about denunciation from within the church. (People feigning true 
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Pabitra celebrates her birthday with all the older children
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