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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, OCTOBER 2018
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

SUNDAY 07 OCTOBER 
10:30 Service of  the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Harvest Holy Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
11:00 Harvest Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion  – Sainte Nathalène
18:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée

WEDNESDAY 10 OCTOBER
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 All Age Worship  – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Harvest Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer - Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes

THURSDAY 18 OCTOBER
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil

SUNDAY 21 OCTOBER
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
10:30 Harvest Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion – Dondas
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Morning Worship  – Limeuil
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène
15:00 French-Madagascan Service – Bordeaux

THURSDAY 25 OCTOBER
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

SATURDAY 27 OCTOBER
17:00 Choral Evensong - Bordeaux

SUNDAY 28 OCTOBER (clocks -1)
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Harvest Family Service – Négrondes

 Négrondes Bordeaux
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Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

A Reader’s Rambling
Do you Tweet? One of  my 
daughters signed me up and I 
ignored it for some time but now 
check in a couple of  times a day 
– at least! Makes it easier now I’ve 
learnt how to mute or even block 
Tweeters with whom I’m unhappy 
or feel are at best negative.

Tweeters I follow fall into four 
groups – family and friends, 
religion, politics and ‘interesting’. 
If  you want to split hairs you 
could say five groups but I hope 
you follow my logic.

The first is obvious but 
actually is the smallest group. 
I’ve read that those of  a certain 
age use Facebook, which I 
use, so could assume it’s for 
the older generation, and I’ve 
heard Instagram or Snapchat or 
Whatsapp are among the apps 
that younger generations use. The 
‘relationships’ in Twitter have 
many fewer cat pictures and could 
probably be considered more 
thought provoking?

So – who do I follow? I enjoy 
the Church of  Lego which, at 
times, post instalments of  events 
in church life with photos of  Lego 
vicars and others making rather 
caustic comments on church life 
without being overtly personal. 
The Church Times and C of  E 
newspaper tweet several times a 
day; the former allow a view of  
five articles each week, the latter 
just teases with headlines unless 
it’s an archived piece.

Anglican Religious represent 
nuns and monks in the Church 
of  England and this is often a 
completely new experience for 
some of  their Tweeters. Their 
prayers and glimpses of  their daily 

lives are inispirational.  OurCofE 
tweets daily – but the tweeters 
change each week; they have 
included a vicar’s wife, a newly 
ordained curate and those who 
have been vicars for some time. 
They come from wonderfully 
diverse parishes and have differing 
views – fascinating. Some I decide 
to ‘follow’ after their week as I’ve 
really enjoyed their contributions.

Then closer to home – the 
Diocese of  Europe has volunteers 
who tweet from various parts 
of  the Diocese – presumably 
depending on where they live! 
They change from time to time 
and it’s really great to keep up 
with what’s happening in our huge 
Diocese. I often respond when, 
for example, our Harvest festival 
at Bertric Burée was the same day 
at that of  St Aidan’s, Copenhagen 
– it’s great to know that our 
church events are celebrated across 
Europe. Although I receive the 
blogs by both Bishops Robert and 
David I also follow Bishop Robert. 
Did you know he trekked to Mont 
Blanc with his son this summer? 

Moving even closer to home our 
Archdeacon also tweets as does 
our vicar in Bordeaux. A great way 
to see what is happening in France 
and a part of  our Chaplaincy. 

And don’t they all travel! I 
mustn’t forget Bishop Nick Baines 
who was our Bishop in Croydon 
some 15 years ago and now has 

Leeds in his care. He often does 
BBC Radio 4’s ‘Thought for the 
Day’ and had something to say 
when John Humphries spoke 
dismissively about that section of  
the programme. I also enjoy Rev 
Richard Coles’ tweets, especially 
since he was on ‘Strictly’ – OK I 
admit it – I also follow that!

Not too much politically – there 
seems to be a lot around anyway 
but I admire Hilary Benn, Labour 
MP for Leeds and Nafir Afzal, 
former Chief  Prosecutor as well 
as Polly Toynbee and Lyse Douset 
both journalists who I feel write / 
speak the truth. 

In my ‘interesting’ section there’s 
Diane Morgan (aka Philomena 
Clunk) and Dr Naomi Paxton 
(aka Ada Campe) who’s also an 
historian of  Suffrage theatre 
whom I knew as an energetic 
teenager – she’s still as energetic! 
Woman’s Hour – though too many 
retweets can annoy but are easy to 
scroll through. Family and friends 
I won’t list – some tweet regularly, 
some not but often provide 
interesting tweets and threads.

I’ve not included all whom I 
follow and I have followers as 
well. Have I written this to get 
you tweeting? Not at all but if  
you want to, give it a go. I feel 
I’ve benefitted from finding out 
more about our Church and our 
church and enjoy doing so. It’s 
also enriched my Christian life 
encouraging my prayer life as 
prayer is requested and offered. 
Wonderful!

                               Janis Adams
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Faith
At a recent service in Doudrac, 
whilst listening to Rev Liz’s 
compelling sermon, two things she 
said really struck me: “It takes a 
dire situation to put down fear and 
pride and beg” and “faith is not 
faith until it is all you have to hold 
on to”. On the first point I quickly 
reflected on past situations in my 
own life where a better outcome 
may have been possible had I put 
down pride, begged for help and 
relied less on my own capabilities 
and I pray I’ve become strong in 
my own faith to spot when pride 
is getting in the way of  asking for 
help. 

Liz’s second point on ‘faith 
being all there is to hold on to’ 
hit home when Rev’d Louise led 
us in our prayers, starting with an 
email received the day before from 
her friends in Nigeria, asking for 
prayers as they had heard their 
village was to be attacked on that 
Sunday. Listening to Louise share 
their tale with great feeling, it 
occurred to me how their faith was 
all they had, since governments 
and reason wasn’t stopping the 

killing in Nigeria. It seemed to 
me as though the air had become 
electric and a pin dropping would 
have been heard. Throughout the 
service the energy was incredible...
the Holy Spirit was surely with us, 
listening to our worship, praise and 
prayers?? 

I was moved to follow up with 
Rev’d Louise on the plight of  her 
friends in Nigeria and she said she 
had just heard from Nigeria and 
here is part of  the message:

Tragically the trauma continues.  As 
far as we have heard there were no 
widespread attacks in Jos or Bukuru 
at the weekend.  Whether it was the 
Lord answering prayer or whether the 
phone messages so many people received 
were just scaremongering, time will tell.  
However there are reports of  killings in 
the past week and we have heard that 
Archbishop Ben Kwashi’s house was 
attacked and his driver killed.  Was 
this reprisal for him speaking out very 
clearly at a recent Diocesan meeting?  
This is the third time his house has been 
attacked. 
As they say, the trauma continues. 
Wonderful news that their village 
Vom was not attacked, the power 
of  prayer? But they are very 
concerned and ask for ongoing 
prayer:  “Dear Prayer Partners, 

 “For the eyes of  the Lord are on 
the righteous, and his ears are open to 
their prayers; but the face of  the Lord is 
against those who do evil.”  1 Peter 3v12

This has been our testimony through 
the years and we pray that we will still 
claim these verses as things get worse in 
NIGERIA. Nigeria is in a big mess 
and the Islamisation of  the country is 
well under way. There are killings nearly 
every day either from the Boko Haram 
or the Fulani Herdsmen, many of  them 
from other countries. We are in God's 
hands. Some Moslems have started to 
protest at what is happening so do pray 
that something will happen. Vom is one 
of  their targets but God worked miracles 
a few years ago when Fulani came and 
our prayer is that this will happen 
again.”

 May we all pray for Rev Louise’s 
friends in Vom, Rev Daniel and 
Kathleen Gula, Archbishop Ben 
Kwashi and all in Nigeria - that 
those who fear and who are the 
recipients of  violent attacks will 
have courage and be protected and 
those who are carrying out the 
attacks will find the light of  our 
Lord in their hearts and stop.

Tina Marshall

Don’t forget!

  Articles for this 
magazine are always

 very welcome!
Please note the 
Editor’s new 

email address: 
bobgillsweetman24@

gmail.com
Deadline for next issue 
is 20th of October.

From your 
Editor

Welcome to our 
October issue 
of  Spreading the Word. I hope 
you have all enjoyed a wonderful 
summer - almost too hot at times 
wasn’t it! In fact Bob and I have 
enjoyed more evening meals 
outside in September than we did 
in August as it was just too warm 
on our patio.  And now we’re 
getting the logs ready for winter!  
And we really do need some rain 
don’t we?  So much to do in the 
garden but here in the south of  
the Dordogne the ground is just 
too hard. At least we can start the 
pruning back! 

Looking through the articles 
in the magazine it’s clear there 
have been some great events 
throughout the summer and plenty 
more to come as well. I hope 
you’re able to get to as many of  
the future ones as possible. 

Hope you enjoy the magazine 
and please read the note below!!

Love Gill
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St Francis of  Assisi – a man for our times? Eight hundred years ago, St Francis renounced all wealth and earthly 
goods in response to Jesus’ call to radical discipleship. (Mark 8:34-37). He lived a life of  simplicity and in relationship, 
not only with God but also with his fellow human beings and all of  nature. Using the Shrine dedicated to Francis’ 
renunciation as the starting point, leaders and representatives of  churches worldwide came together in Assisi at the 
start of  the Season of  Creation, to pray for our common home, Planet Earth. When the shrine was dedicated in 
2017, Pope Francis talked of  the need to renounce our egoism, which prevents us seeing and caring for the world 
around us. He said: ‘In a world of  so much ‘individualistic sadness’ the Sanctuary of  the Renunciation will hopefully 
nourish in the Church and in society – evangelical joy, simplicity and solidarity.’

On 31st August 2018 this solidarity became visible as the leaders met together. We met in a mood of  contemplation 
and penitence as we reflected in various ways on the ‘tears of  the earth and peoples.’ Repentance of  our individual 
and collective mistakes, feeling for the pain of  that sin and grieving for its consequences.

Rev. Christian Krieger said, ‘Care for Creation is an unequivocal task for all Christians and all churches. It is the 
task which goes hand in hand with another principal task of  churches, efforts for unity. Care for Creation is the task 
on which all churches can work together without raising any other issues needed to be resolved before.’ And so we 
prayed together, reflected together, talked 
together and on the Saturday presented 
a united face as the representatives of  
the churches jointly read the Ecumenical 
Declaration on Creation from a dais in 
front of  the Basilica of  St Francis. No 
amount of  wind was going to stop us, even 
though the floral decorations succumbed 
repeatedly to its force! It was a public 
declaration of  our unity and invitation to 
all Christians and people of  good faith to 
not just celebrate the Season of  Creation 
but also call for international action on 
climate justice, a new global solidarity 
with the affected people and communities, to take bold action for the climate, not forgetting a personal evaluation 
of  our own lifestyle and its effect on the world we live in. For as Pope Francis says, like peace, protecting creation is 
something “handcrafted” that begins with ourselves. As the declaration says, ‘With the hope born of  the gift of  grace, 
we look forward to the day when humanity will rediscover its love for Creator, its reverence for creation, and its love 
for all the creatures who share this, our common home.’

Our Environment

Rev Elizabeth Bussmann, Environment Officer for the Diocese in Europe 
writes:

‘One Church, One Faith, One Lord….’
In Assisi we came a step closer to this ideal! I was privileged to be in Assisi, 
Italy for the 1st Ecumenical Prayer Meeting For Creation marking the start 
of  the Season of  Creation. Privileged, too, to be there as the only ordained 
woman in what, to the eye, looked still very much like a man’s world!

Creationtide
 ‘Time for Creation’ is very much an ecumenical celebration, 
taking place each year from 1st September - 4th October.
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‘Where you  go, I will go, and where you stay, I will stay’
(an old immigrant story)

The Book of  Ruth is a book of  the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. In the Christian canon it is treated as a history book and placed 
between Judges and 1 Samuel.   It is named after its central figure, Ruth the Moabitess, the great-grandmother of  David.  The book tells 
of  Ruth’s accepting the God of  the Israelites as her God and the Israelite people as her own. The book is held in esteem by Jews who fall 
under the category of  Jews-by-choice, as is evidenced by the considerable presence of  Boaz in rabbinic literature. 

The book is traditionally ascribed to the prophet Samuel, but does not name its author. A date during the monarchy is suggested by the 
book’s interest in the ancestry of  David, but Ruth’s identity as a non-Israelite and the stress on the need for an inclusive attitude towards 
foreigners suggests an origin in the fifth century BCE, when intermarriage had become controversial (as seen in Ezra 9:1 and Nehemiah 
13:1).*

I have always loved the story of  Ruth - her loyalty, her hard work, her loving nature and finally her reward in 
becoming  Naomi’s daughter-in-law, remaining loyal and loving even after her husband’s death.
But recently she has been in my mind more than ever. Today, as we watch on television, we see people being helped 

in finding new quarters; and again being made aware of  the awfulness of  homelessness, of  being dispossessed, or 
losing one’s own family (all seeming to be tragic stories which sadly are becoming almost too commonplace in our 
news programmes).

Mostly young men, but some girls too looking so forlorn, bewildered by their situation. Ruth was not in this 
particular set of  circumstances, but she might be found somewhere in the crowd. 

Elimelech and Naomi and their two sons, Mahlon and Kilion had voluntarily (presumably) left Bethlehem. They 
were all Ephrathites from Judah and choseto move to Moab to live. We are not told why. Were there other relatives 
involved - had others gone to Moab previously and they were joining them? Or did they move for economic reasons, 
as so many adventurous people do, when they believe they might find a better form of  living elsewhere? It takes 
courage and fortitude to make a major decision of  this kind and a determination not to be dependant but to provide 
for oneself  and one’s family in a more rewarding environment.

Doubtless this is the motive behind many of  today’s emigrants and immigrants who feel they must do something 
either to avoid war, or starvation. Perhaps Elimelech made the decision to move to Moab for one of  these reasons. 
The story continues. The boys married local girls (what did the parents of  the boys and the girls think of  that?!) Then 
tragedy struck, but we are not told what happened. Did the men get killed in a battle or uprising? Were they infected 
by some local virus? Were they poisoned by local envious men?

Naomi was left without sons or a husband. Her reaction eventually was understandable. She decided to go back 
home to Judah, where she understood the language or dialect, probably had family herself  there and could put the 
recent past behind her. So she told the daughters-in-law to go back to their own homes in Moab. She told them ‘God 
has dealt me a hard blow’ but seemed to be fatalistic about this and told them that they would find it easier to take 
another husband by staying in Moab. 

Orpah decided to take her advice but Ruth refused. Famously she said the words of  such loyalty and love: ‘Where 
you go, I go; and where you live, I shall live. Your people are my people and your God my God. Where you die, I’ll 
die, and that’s where I shall be buried, so help me God - not even death itself  is going to come between us.’

Things settled down and the story continues when Ruth ‘that foreign girl from Moab who speaks with a funny 
accent and has strange clothes’ (we might assume that is how she would be consided and perhaps laughed at) settles 
down to work, gleaning in the fields (on a minimum wage?) and trying to be happy. She has Naomi and she has a 
home and some work. The rest of  her story is happy. She meets another older member of  Naomi’s family, Boaz, is 
attracted and lives with him.

What a very contemporary story!

*Thanks to Wikipedia for this introduction

©jgray2018 
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Cooking in October with Frances Pengelly
I am writing this on a really 
hot September day.   The sun 
is relentless and the garden has 
suffered terribly.   We have been 
watering, and although I’ve 
lost several things, I do believe, 
however, that after a  week of  
October rain plants will rally.   
Providing the winter is not too 
wet and cold, I expect great 
surprises in the coming spring.   
Having lost a large Acacia to the 
frightening storm we still have a 
little clearing up to do.   So many 
trees were lost in the storm, they 
fell like battle scarred soldiers, all 
so very sad.

On a brighter note, the cooking 
is still going on, but I must say 
that during the days of  intense 
heat I have been rather lax and 
fallen back on herby salads, 
tomatoes sliced thinly and lots of  
fish and cheese.   The chickens 
are like machines, there is not a 
day when they all lay.   There is 
nothing like real mayonnaise and 
eggs stuffed with curry or tuna 
were very welcome and easy.   I 
think my hit taste of  the month 
is Smoked Paprika.   Wonderful 
in a chicken casserole and lovely 
in a light fish stew.   I’m not sure 
if  you can buy it in France, I have 
not seen it about.   My little tub 
came with me when I first came 
to France fourteen years ago.   I 
hated it then and put it in the 
back of  my spice cupboard only 
to find it all these years later and 
love it.   It’s a good thing to clean 
cupboards out!

I’m going to talk about my 
favourite Autumn fruit, plums.   
Not the small ones, the big round 
fat ones.   They are delicious.   I 
prepare a vanilla sugar syrup in 
a large shallow pan.  Make sure 
it is fairly thick and then add the 
plums.   Cook slowly with a lid 
on for as long as it takes for them 

to be tender and falling off  the 
stones.   Pour into a large dish and 
refrigerate.   Serve with double 
cream.   The richness of  the plums 
is enhanced by the vanilla, which in 
turn makes the cream even more 
delicious.  

My second plum recipe is 
Sweet duck legs cooked with 
plums and star anise.  Place 4 
fat duck legs in a sandwich bag 
with 4 tablespoons soy sauce;  1 
handful star anise:  3 teaspoons 
of  five spice:  1 cinnamon stick:  1 
tablespoon olive oil:  Put all this in 
the fridge to marinate for 2 days.  
Into a casserole put 16 plums and 
2 tablespoons Demerara sugar 
and a couple of  fresh chillies 
then pour over the contents of  
your duck bag making sure the 
legs are fitting snugly at the top, 
mixing the contents well.   Cook 
in a preheated oven at 170C for 
two hours or until meat falls away 
from the bone.  Serve with rice or 
Chinese pancakes with the plumy, 
spicy sauce drizzled over.  A 
yummy dish, worth a try.  

One of  the nicest chutneys 
is plum. Using l tablespoon of  
oil pour into a large pan over 
a low heat and gently colour 4 
shallots.  Add 3 fresh bay leaves,  
l cinnamon stick, 5 cloves, ½ 
teaspoon of  ginger and the same 
of  allspice;  then add 1kg mixed 
plums, 400g brown sugar,  grated 
rind of  one orange.   Squeeze 
out orange juice into a measuring 
jug and top up with 450ml cider 
vinegar add to pan, bring to the 

boil and then simmer very slowly 
until most of  watery liquid has 
disappeared.   Bottle up into 
sterilised jars, seal and keep for at 
least a month before eating.

Finally we’ll have a change.   
Blitz-and-bake beetroot and 
chocolate cake.   You will need:  
1 large cooked beetroot, 175g 
roughly chopped.  200g plain 
flour:  100g cocoa powder:  1 
tablespoon baking powder:  250g 
caster sugar:  3 eggs:  2 teaspoons 
vanilla extract:  200 ml sunflower 
oil:  100g dark chocolate chopped.  
Heat oven to 190Cfan.   Blitz 
beetroot until chopped and 
add a pinch of  salt and all the 
ingredients except the oil and 
chocolate.   When mixed, having 
scraped the sides of  bowl add the 
oil in a steady stream as if  you 
were making mayonnaise.   When 
all the oil has been added stir in 
the chocolate then tip the mix into 
a lined 900g loaf  tin.   Cook for 
l hour, test with a skewer.   Cool.  
Serve with crème fraiche or clotted 
cream.
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Talk by 
Marie-Christine 

Nibagwire 
Presbytery, 4th September 2018

Her Life as a Refugee - 
and Afterwards

 

We were offered a unique 
opportunity to meet a 

remarkable woman, who has lived 
through and survived the Rwandan 
Genocide. She is now serving the 
Lord on many fronts – this is her 
story. 

Marie-Christine grew up in 
Rwanda in a hard working, large 
and close, devoutly Catholic 
family. Her education in church 
schools was followed by bursaries 
to university and she studied 
accountancy. Her life was 
successful, happy and rewarding. 
She married a very successful man 
and they had a small daughter 
of  two when their lives took a 
completely different turn. In 1994, 
after a family celebration, she and 
her nieces and her daughter retired 
home. Her husband, who managed 
the French airlines in Rwanda, was 
working that evening. Everybody 
was ready for bed and Marie-
Christine had just put her daughter 
to sleep when a man working for 
her family rushed into the house 
telling her to drop everything 
and flee for her and the children’s 
lives ... from the highly distressed 
state of  a trusted servant, she had 
no doubt that this was serious. 
She rushed upstairs and grabbed 
a blanket and tied the still half  
asleep child onto her back. Heavily 
armed men invaded the house and 
told her and her nieces to line up. 
Some of  the men were familiar to 
her! They randomly shot at the 3 
young girls and Marie-Christine 
with her daughter on her back. 
The intention was to kill. They all 
fell down and the men left for their 

next set of  victims. At first, she 
thought that she was dead as the 
silence was complete, but reality 
slowly dawned upon her - she was 
the only survivor..

Her aim was to escape alive 
to Kenya where close family 
and business friends might offer 
her a safe refuge. To her delight 
her daughter lived but there was 
real fear! She was determined to 
survive and reach safety.. There 
followed appalling times, including 
rape, abuse, arrest and terror. 

Eventually she remembered 
her Kenyan friends co-ordinates. 
At last, she was with people who 
knew and loved her! News of  her 
family was very painful as many 
did not survive, but she could 
make contact with those who did. 

Marie-Christine confessed that 
she was incredibly angry with God 
for allowing such a terrible thing 
to happen. By then detailed news 
of  the appalling Genocide had 
become known. To make herself  
useful she cooked food for others. 
Slowly she became to feel human 
again and began to work with the 
Red Cross. She learnt that some of  
the family was safe in Canada and 
wanted to join them. Eventually 
she and her daughter were on their 
way and she allowed herself  to be 
excited about the future. 

In 1998, there were no direct 
flights from Kenya to the USA 
or Canada and she had to fly via 
Heathrow. Here, she was once 
again arrested for being without 
the necessary papers. All her 
documentation was prepared for 
Canada! She managed to contact 
the Red Cross and with time the 
situation was clarified. Hardly 
speaking any English at all, she was 
accepted as a refugee and given 
lodging in Kensington. 

Four years had passed since 
that devastating night. She had 
to find a way to gain a livelihood 
and her daughter had to start 

her schooling. She was not 
discouraged. Every challenge was 
experienced as an opportunity to 
develop by the grace of  God.

Her daughter proved to be an 
excellent student whose education 
rapidly advanced. Marie-Christine 
used her passion for food and 
started cooking for others. She 
was reunited with her husband and 
they had two more children. 

She became involved with other 
refugees and began volunteering 
to help charities. She re-found her 
faith and made her peace with 
her past and herself. Faith in the 
love of  God drove her to become 
inspired to help those with similar 
experiences. 

She began attending the Church 
of  England and later trained as as 
Reader. She is now a Licensed Lay 
Minister at Holy Trinity Brompton. 
She founded Saferefugerwanda, 
(a Christian Organisation) in 2001 
to help refugees and survivors 
of  the Rwandan genocide, who 
live in Western Europe and 
North America.  She now has 
qualifications in counselling 
and mentoring refugees and 
has travelled in most Western 
European countries, Canada and 
the USA. Her knowledge of  five 
different languages helps her to 
communicate with many refugees 
or to be a voice for them.

Saferefugerwanda has a mission 
to prevent genocide. Survivors 
testify about the warning signs and 
triggering events that could lead to 
genocide.  It believes that the only 
way to prevent the genocide in 
future is by educating the churches, 
schools, universities, local 
communities even international 
communities, the values of  
equality, justice and respect of  
one another. To see “the other as 
a blessing” not as a burden is the 
driving force in Marie-Christine 
Nibagwire’s life and in all she does!
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A Rose by any other 
name would smell as 
sweet  

Well, thank you, Bill.  For me, 
with the surname Rose, this 
Shakespearean quotation seems to 
come naturally to mind. However, 
it is not true if  you amend it to 
read  ‘A sermon by any other name 
would sound as good.

Why not? Because the word 
'sermon' has acquired, over time, 
considerable negative associations. 
Consider for example ‘Dont 
sermonise me’.

This is probably because over 
time sermons have been misused 
to hector, harass, reprove and 
generally verbally attack its 
unfortunate recipients

 So let us discard the outworn 
and outmoded word sermon and 
replace it both in writing and 
speaking with words which more 
accurately represent this part of  
the service. 'Message?  No that too 
is too general.

 But how about one of  these, 
for example: 'Inspirational, 
Devotional, Meditation'. Change 
the word as needed but use it as a 
keynote to alert the  congregation 
as to what is coming – make ready 
their minds.

Unfortunately however a mere 
change of  name would be woefully 
insufficient.

In an age of  ever quicker, better, 
instant communication the form 
and format of  the sermon needs a 
basic fundamental rethink.

Let me explain.  I was a 
professional statistician. In that 
role I had to  try to communicate 
ideas which were hard to explain 
to basically non numerate 
audiences. When I started to 
do this I was clearly hopeless at 
it. So I researched, took advice 
from people clearly better than 

myself, and eventually I became a 
reasonably good communicator. 
There are in effect three basic 
rules:

    1 KISS – Keep it SIMPLE 
stupid,

    2 HUG -  Help 
UNDERSTANDING grow,

    3 ALTARS – Always less than 
a REASONABLE span.   

The last refers to the fact 
that most people have a limited 
timespan of  attention – about  20 
minutes .After that their mind 
drifts off   - thinking about dinner 
or that good looking man /woman 
in the next pew, or the colour of  
the sky. Anything in short except 
what the speaker is droning on 
about.

As well as the three rules there 
is an all important maxim to make 
sure that your message gets home:
'Tell them what you are going 
to say ( in synopsis), tell them 
then what you have told them 
(summary).

How then do the three rules 
apply to our reformed ‘sermons’?  

KISS   Dont build elaborate 
intellectual trains of  thought – 
they are hard to follow, easily off  
putting,and above all BORING.
Take a simple doctrinal idea – a 
single Biblical phrase not a whole 
chapter – and build and expand 
on that. Get one important idea 
across – it will be remembered 
when the intellectual construct 
has long been dismissed from the 
mind.

HUG   Start with a simple 
exposition of  the idea then 
expand it bit by bit. Finish with an 
exhortation.  

ALTARS   Practise what you are 
going to say. Over 20 minutes? Go 
back and  simplify.

I would hope never to hear 
another 'sermon' in my life. The 
one exception is, of  course, the 
'sermon on the mount'. But I 

would love to hear, for example, an 
' Inspirational' which sent me out 
of  the church passionate to pass 
the word of  Christ.

One final point. Cutting down 
sermon time would shorten most 
services.

Now these days, being greeted 
and having something to drink 
after the service is normal. Why 
not expand the end of  the service 
to include a section' Talk and 
Share'; a free for all discussion 
( NOT led by the vicar) to 
encompass not only theological 
ideas but, for example Christian 
reaction to the latest news. Get 
people  involved with each other  
and the church – let them take 
possession !

I started with a quote so I will 
finish wth one:    

‘There are more things in heaven 
and earth Horatio, than are dreamt 
of  in your philosophy’.  

David Rose
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Around theDiocese:

~

~

~

PEOPLE & CONTACTS 

Archdeaconry Website 
www.anglicanfrance.fr 
 
Archdeacon 
The Venerable MEURIG WILLIAMS 
Office of the Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe  
47 rue Capitaine Crespel  
1050 Brussels 
Belgique 
00 32 22 13 74 80 
meurig.williams@churchofengland.org 
Twitter : @gaularchdeacon 
 
Archdeacon’s PA 
CAROLINE GAUMY 
caroline.gaumy@europe.anglican.org 
 
 

Area Dean of Northern France 
Canon DEBBIE FLACH 
chaplain@christchurchlille.fr 
 
 

Area Dean of South-East France 
Canon GILES WILLIAMS 
gilespw@gmail.com 
 
 

Area Dean of South-West France 
& The Vendée 
The Reverend TONY LOMAS 
revtonylomas@gmail.com 
 
Secretary to the Archdeaconry 
Synod & Webmaster 
ROSEMARY ULYETT 
communications@anglicanfrance.fr 
 
Interim Diocesan Secretary 
MIKE FEGAN 
14 Tufton Street 
London SW1P 3QZ 
00 44 20 7898 1155 
michael.fegan@churchofengland.org 
 

THE ARCHDEACONRY OF FRANCE 
& MONACO  

 
 

September 2018 
FRANGLICAN 
NEWS FROM THE ARCHDEACONRY OF 
FRANCE & MONACO 
 

 
 

The Wardens of St Michael’s, Paris, with the Archdeacon, and 
their new Chaplain, Jonathan Clark, after his Licensing in June 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THIS EDITION 

NEW TAX REGULATIONS & THE 
PAYMENT OF STIPENDS 

THE WELL-BEING OF OUR CLERGY 

FREE IT WEBINARS 

SAFEGUARDING UPDATES 

GDPR & OUR CHURCHES 

Don’t forget to have a read of  
the Archdeaconry Newsletter, 
Franglican,  which you can find 
here: https://anglicanfrance.
fr/wp-content/uploads/
NEWSLETTER3larentree2018.
pdf

Scrabble & Sizzling 
Sausages in Spain

Churchwarden Elaine 
Mitchell writes: "On a hot 
and sticky evening Albir 
Anglican Church members 
and friends gathered 
together at the Sunday 
premises to have a fun 
evening playing scrabble, 
with traditional English 
sausages and mash on the 
side. The evening started 
with a full meal at 5pm. We then had five tables of  groups playing scrabble 
with a prize for the highest score of  the evening. It was a fun evening all 
round. Our Swedish friend Annika, who hadn’t played Scrabble before, has 
now learnt a new skill and did really well. The evening raised €194. Our next 
fundraiser is when one of  our members, Mavis, is bravely having her hair 
shaved off. This will take place at the close of  the service on Sunday 16th 
September. Mavis is doing this with sponsors in aid of  our church funds."

A Little Bit of Elbow Grease at the Church of the Ascension in 
Cadenabbia on Lake Como.

Archdeacon Vickie Sims writes: "This little 
church has an important wedding blessing and 
tourist ministry, and the congregation work hard 
to keep it looking attractive. 

For the first time in a number of  years they 
have elected churchwardens and a council and 
their future is looking brighter. I am grateful 
to the ministry of  Fr Roger Williams, from 
Australia, who has been the seasonal chaplain 
there for the past 3 years, and to the people 
whose commitment 
and efforts are vital 

to the life of  the church there."
Many thanks are in order for all the hard work, 

elbow grease, time, effort and expertise. Much 
was achieved in getting jobs done and thereby 
slowly and surely transforming the place. 

A magnificent effort.

PrayerMate app - The daily 
prayer diary for the Diocese 
in Europe is now available 
through PrayerMate a daily 
prayer diary for Europe and 
others delivered to your phone. 
Find out more information 
here: http://prayermate.
s3.amazonaws.com/1/

~
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Smile
A little girl walked to and from 
school daily. Though the weather 
that morning was questionable and 
clouds were forming, she made her 
daily trek to the elementary school. 
As the afternoon progressed, the 
winds whipped up along with 
thunder and lightning. The mother 
of  the little girl felt concerned that 
her daughter would be frightened 
as she walked home from school, 
and she herself  feared that the 
electrical storm might harm her 
child.

Following the roar of  thunder, 
lightning, like a flaming sword, 
would cut through the sky. Full 
of  concern, the mother quickly 
got into her car and drove along 
the route to her child's school. As 
she did so, she saw her little girl 
walking along, but at each flash 
of  lightning, the child would stop, 
look up and smile. Another and 
another were to follow quickly, and 
with each, the little girl would look 
at the streak of  light and smile.

When the mother's car drove up 
beside the child, she lowered the 
window and called to her.

"What are you doing? Why do 
you keep stopping?"

The child answered, "I am trying 
to look pretty; God keeps taking 
my picture."

May God bless you today as you 
face the storms that come your 
way.

Pumpkin
What is it like to be a Christian?

It is like being a pumpkin that is 
carved into a jack-o-lantern.

God picks us from the pumpkin 
patch and brings us in from the 
field. The Bible says He selects us 
out of  the world. We are in the 
world but no longer of  the world. 
Jesus said, "As it is, you do not 
belong to the world, but I have 
chosen you out of  the world." 
(John 15:19)

God washes all the "dirt" off  
the outside that we received 
from being around all the other 
pumpkins. All the outside 
influences of  our former life must 
be cleaned up.

God carefully removes all the 
"yucky stuff" called "sin" from the 
inside. He then changes us from 
the inside out by the Power of  His 
Word. That's why it is important 
to meet with the church and learn 
God's Word.

He carves a new smiling face. 
Our countenance is changed by 
the power of  His presence in our 
life. We then become so grateful. It 
can even show on our face!

Finally, God puts His light inside 
of  us to shine for all the world to 
see.

Adoption
Teacher Debbie Moon’s first 
graders were discussing a picture 
of  a family. One little boy in the 
picture had a different hair color 
than the other members. One of  
her students suggested that he was 
adopted.
A little girl said, ‘I know all about  
adoption, I was adopted..’      
‘What does it mean to be 
adopted?’, asked  another child.        
‘It means’, said the girl, ‘that you 
grew in your mommy’s heart 
instead of  her tummy!’
               

Looking ahead
On my way home one day, I 
stopped to watch a Little League 
base ball game that was being 
played in a park near my home. As 
I sat down behind the bench on 
the first-base line, I asked one of  
the boys what the score was.
‘We’re behind 14 to nothing,’ he 
answered with a smile.       
‘Really,’ I said. ‘I have to say you 
don’t look very discouraged.’    
‘Discouraged?’, the boy asked with 
a puzzled look on his face...     
‘Why should we be discouraged? 
We haven’t been up to bat yet.’
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Come and join us for the third 

 
 

NATIONAL FESTIVAL 
Directed by  

David Hill 

on 

Saturday 20 October  
at the magnificent 

American Cathedral 
23 av George-V, PARIS 8e 

  
Métro: Alma-Marceau (L9), George-V (L1) 

 

9h30h-17h30 
for  

singers 

16h30-17h30 
Festival  
Service 

All are welcome! 
Booking essential for singers 

www.rscmfrance.org 
 

FRANCE 
 

Have you looked 
at the Chaplaincy 
website lately?    

Sermons, Events, Photos, 
general information 

and lots more.  Amy & 
Charlotte work hard to 
keep it updated so why 

not check it out on a 
regular basis!

Come and see at
www.

churchinaquitaine.
org

Support for English speaking 
dementia sufferers in the Dordogne

L’Association France Alzheimer 
Dordogne

2 rue Emille Counord 24100 Bergerac

Tel: 05 53 27 30 34

Mail: alzheimer.dordogne@orange.fr

Website: www.francealzheimer-dordogne.org

Do you know who your 
Ancestors were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes to Chaplaincy 
Funds, Gill will research your ancestors and 
then provide you with a report and a family 

tree. 
Or why not make it a special gift for a 

relative?   
For more information speak to Gill Sweetman 

on 05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

Is drinking costing more than money?
Alcoholics Anonymous

If you or someone you know has a drinking problem, 
there are now a number of  English-speaking 
meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous in the South West 
of France.

Contact – Ewen 05 53 05 76 62 or 

Roger 05 55 76 22 65
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosmary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15 
ML     Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC      Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

October Services
Sunday 7 October   10:30 Service of  the Word  Steve Long
Sunday 7 October  18:00 Evensong   Sheila Marshall
Wednesday 10 October 11:00 BCP Holy Communion Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 14 October ◊  10:30 Holy Communion  Revd Andy Horlock
Sunday 21 October  10:30 Family Service   Janis Adams
Sunday 28 October  Bible Sunday   10:30*   Holy Communion Revd Brian Davies
    *Note – last night was the end of  summer time!

◊ There will be a Bring-and-Share lunch  following this service, in the Upper Room.
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass. 

Please join us for tea and proper coffee across the road  in the Upper Room after the Sunday morning service
The Book Barn, with its immense stock of  reasonably-priced  second-hand books is open after each morning service

 – it’s next to the Upper Room

What a wonderful, uplifting Harvest Festival Sunday!  Andy 
reminded us all how grateful to God we should be for the wonderful 
world we share and the bounty we receive from the harvest. Also we were 
reminded that we should trust in the Lord as, if  he cares for the small 
things, the birds and the flowers in the fields, how much more does He 
love and care for us, His greatest creation, for whom he gave his only 
Son, to save us. We were asked to bring our thanksgiving offerings to the 

altar during the first hymn, all of  
which will go to the Croix Rouge 
in Riberac, for those less fortunate 
than ourselves. 

 We then had coffee, followed 
by our monthly Bring & Share 
lunch. A magnificent spread, including many dishes using seasonal fruits and 
vegetables, appropriate for the day! One of  our members, Suzanne,  brought 
along a French friend of  ours whom I have known for many years, and who 
lives near Suzanne.  Geneviève is a confirmed Catholic. She really enjoyed 

the whole event, despite she understands very little English. She reads a little English and the Communion Service 
is similar in her church. She loved the fact that there is so much participation by the congregation, responses and 
enthusiastic hymn singing! She was overwhelmed by the friendship and smiles, loved the shared lunch, despite the 
noise of  about 40 people chatting and laughing,  and pronounced us,” très sympa”! 

We are delighted that she felt the love and caring that we are so lucky to have in our church, but we mustn’t be 
complacent.  The trick is not to keep it to ourselves, but to share the love and care with the wider world, our friends 
and neighbours and those in need of  a friend. This is more difficult but is at the heart of  discipleship. Would we 
could all be perfect! Unfortunately we are all human and frail, our good intentions don’t always materialise! At least 
Geneviève said she would love to come again, although she professed that we wouldn’t convert her!
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Our Church Fair this year was a resounding success! The weather was perfect. 
Not too hot and just a couple of  very short, light showers.

 Over 2000€ were raised, thanks to so many clever and inventive people. We 
are so blessed with a membership who have and use their many and varied 
talents to such good effect for God’s work. This reminds us of  the parable of  
the Talents! They are a wonderful example to the rest of  us.

To name some of  the main players… Marie for her advertising posters and 
leaflets, Kathy and Mark for the organising and especially the imaginative 
children’s/adult’s games, Dave and Ann for the wonderful Hog Roast, so 
mouthwateringly cooked in Mark’s converted oil-drum barbecue! Thank you 

to all the volunteers who  put up the rescued marquees( that’s a separate story!), and those who manned the stalls and 
games. Finally thanks to all of  those who came, enjoyed the fun and food, and spent their money! If  I have missed 
out anyone, forgive me, others know who you are, and thank you.

Knit for Peace
Jean Stocks says: Please could I have all the knitted 12cm squares before I leave for the UK in the middle of  
November.  I would like to take them with me, to sew into a dressing gown and send off  to the Charity while I 
am away.   Don’t worry, I will be doing the same again next year, so if  you feel you would like to carry on with the 
squares, please do.   Thank you       www.knitforpeace.org.uk

Ingrid Lowe recommends -
Now, as we drink the last of  the summer wine, (and what a 
summer it was, and still is for a while!) and as we soak in the last 
rays of  summer sunshine, thoughts might be turning to what 
would be a good watch on TV in those darker, drizzly Autumn 
or winter nights.  Yes, yes... there’s ‘Strictly’ of  course..... but I 
thought you might want to know about this series that I watched 
recently on Netflix.

I say ‘good’ watch as it is set in the time just after Christ’s crucifixion. Now I am not normally a fan of  films about 
the bible as often actors can be bit wooden not really understanding what it is all about and there seems to be a good 
deal of  striking tableaux every now and again, making them a bit too sentimental for my taste. This series starts with 
the crucifixion of  Christ whereas most films nearly always are about Jesus and end with The Crucifixion.

‘AD’ is not like that. It relates the actions of  the disciples and followers after the crucifixion and how they deal with 
the responsibility of  starting the first Christian Church with all its dangers and difficulties. The interactions of  early 
Christians with authorities, both Jewish and Roman, make for quite a gritty and gripping series. The acting is very 
good and ‘real flesh’ is put on the characters.  I found it a thoroughly good watch: entertaining and informative.

The only criticism I have is that only one series seems to have been made and I wanted to see it develop. Goodness 
knows, there is enough of  a storyline with Paul alone! I understand there is a series called ‘AD - The Bible Continues’ 
but I have not been able to find it. If  anyone has any information about this I would be glad to receive it.

I have given it a ‘thumbs up’ in rating ‘AD Kingdom and Empire’.  If  you do watch it (please do) give it the thumbs 
up too and we might get another series!!!!
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Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

October Services
Sunday 07 October   11:00   Prayer & Praise with Communion Rev'd Tony Lomas
Sunday 21 October  11:00   Prayer & Praise   Sheila Campbell
Sunday 04 November  11:00   Prayer & Praise with Communion Rev'd Liz Morris

We have enjoyed the various speakers we have had and meeting the 
summer visitors. It is wonderful to have our holiday home families 

with us in July and August. Dave & Jan did a marvellous job of  leading our 
worship and selecting songs. Anne did a great job with the children. It is 
such a blessing to be part of  such a talented family who all pull together to 
ensure the Lord is exalted in praise and worship. Thankfully Rebecca's hand 
is on the mend, I'm amazed she played with one hand and we are indebted 
to Phil for helping us out. 

Sound bites from the summer speakers: 
Thanksgiving is the antidote to worry.  
We will be equipped to be the people God wants us to be, when he wants 
us. 
God made us to need each other and encourage each other when we are 
worshipping together. God offers us a clean slate and will both forgive and 
forget our sins because of  Jesus' sacrifice for us. 
The Spirit helps us to believe and works through the Word to help us draw 
closer to Jesus. Something new can be revealed even in familiar passages of  
scripture. 
We need to carry Jesus with us and be willing to say 'Can I pray for you' to 
those they meet. 
It is the spirit of  the law not the letter of  the law that is important. 
When we look at our blessings we see less of  our need. 

We had our Harvest service on 2nd September and the donations were 
given to Resto du Coeur in Sarlat, who were very grateful. 

Please give donations to Jeff, for the stall at the Vide Grenier on the 25th 
Nov at Le Bugue and come and support us. The proceeds will go to New 
Dawn for their work in Nepal. 

Our bilingual, ecumenical Carol service is early this year: 10th December 
17.00 followed by mulled wine or fruit juice and stolen. Collection will go to 
Resto du Coeur.

Thank you to all the family who willingly contribute so generously to God's 
work in the Chaplaincy. We are on target to meet our budget and charitable 
giving. 

Quote: "You may never know what results come from your action but if  you do nothing, 
there will be no results." Gandhi 
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Bordeaux   
(33) Chapelle de l’Assomption,   
370 bd Président Wilson,   (opposite 
the British Consulate).

CW    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson               05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Nellie Salvi                     05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
ML    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52  
PC     Christine Rychlewski   06 81 85 72 97

7th October  10.30  Family Communion - Harvest Festival   Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
14th October  10.30  All Age Worship     Christine Rychlewski
21st October  10.30  Family Communion     Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
          15.00  Madagascan Family Communion    Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
27th October  17.00  Choral Evensong      Rev’d Tony Lomas
28th October  10.30  All Age Worship     Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan

Preserving God’s Creation – An Electric Vehicles Rally on September 30th.
Former Bordeaux Church member, Christian, book writer and environmentalist, 
Kevin Desmond, was in the local press in June. Always concerned with preserving 
God’s creation, Kevin is now organising the 1st Gathering of  Electric Vehicles in late 
September in Lignan-de-Bordeaux. Should you have a small electric car, e-scooter, or 
electric bike, why not join this initiative - a rally on the winding roads of  the Entre-
deux-Mers region? For more information and to sign up, contact Kevin at 06 41 42 
73 22, Email: desmond.book@wanadoo.fr
  

“Never too young to serve” ... that was the theme 
of  the wonderful Family Communion Service 
which took place on September 9th. The Revd 
Charlotte Sullivan and a group of  eager readers, 
singers, and collection takers - all under the age 
of  12 (except Charlotte, of  course!) - led a service 
which warmed many a heart. The Kids’ Choir sang 
“My Jesus, My Saviour” with great gusto following 

Communion, in spite of  having been on holiday all summer. How blessed we 
are with our youngsters who showed us that one is never too young to serve.

Talk by Marie-Christine Nibagwire at the Presbytery, 4th September 2018 
We were offered a unique opportunity to meet a remarkable woman, who has lived through and survived the 
Rwandan Genocide. She is now serving the Lord on many fronts and if  you haven’t already found it, you can read 
her story. on page 7 of  this magazine.

Sunday School
Jonah, the Fish and Obedience  - Sunday 16th September
The lesson for Sunday School was prepared and presented by Johnson Low and 
Bebe Ong and 6 children attended. It was based on Jonah. The children were taught 
the importance that God gave Jonah a SECOND CHANCE to obey, whereas the 
Ninevites only needed to be reminded once and obeyed to the message of  the Lord 
preached to them by Jonah. Always be active in obedience and not just “listening” 
to God without DOING what Jesus teaches us to do by His example. The children 
made the magnificent fish represented in the photograph.

Sponsored Walk
The children and youth have agreed to continue serving by actively participating in a SPONSORED WALK on 
Sunday, October 7th, following the church service and lunch!
The Sponsored Walk will take place in the Parc Bordelais in downtown Bordeaux, quite near the Assomption, just up 
Avenue Carnot, to raise funds for two of  the Bordeaux Church’s local charities: 1) the Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand and 
2) Emmaüs, both of  which care for the needy in the area.
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The children are looking for sponsors from throughout the Chaplaincy and we hope that you will be 
forthcoming and generous in your giving which will give them a good reason to walk (or maybe run!). Sponsor sheets 

will be available at church on the Sundays leading up to the 
Sponsored Walk or you may make a flat donation even before 
or after the walk. Cheques should be made out to “Chap-Aid”, 
the Chaplaincy’s charity association, which will then transfer the 
donations to the chosen charities. For more information, please 
contact Johnson Low (lowt77@yahoo.com.sg) or Lindsay Mégraud 
(lmegraud@gmail.com).

Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Helen Raphael              05 53 47 78  93just off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  on D245 north-east of Agen Envals St Médard

October Services
Sunday 07 Oct   11:00  Harvest Holy Communion  Rev’d Liz Morris  Doudrac
Sunday 21 Oct   10:30  Holy Communion  Rev’d Tony Lomas   Dondas

Doudrac
On Sunday, 5th August our service of  Holy Communion was led by Rev Liz Morris, and Rev Bramwell Bearcroft had 
been invited to preach. The Gospel reading on this Sunday, (John 6:24-35), reminded us of  our priority when working 
for God. ‘Believing in Jesus Christ is the indispensable “work” God calls for ..” (NIV). There were 44 communicants.
Coffee was served after the service.

Our September Eucharist service welcomed Rev Louise Courtney. Her message of  the Gospel set out some 
challenges for us; considering the inner-self  and the problems that lie therein; consumerism being unable to solve our 
problems.  Two members of  the congregation led the Intercessions and popular hymns had everyone singing well. 
There were 38 communicants.

After the service we enjoyed coffee together and catching up with each other’s news.
Harvest Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, 7th October at 11am and led by Rev Liz Morris.  On 

Sunday, 4th November at 11am, Eucharist will be celebrated by our Chaplain, Rev Tony Lomas.

Envals
On the last Tuesday in July, the Chaplain celebrated Holy Communion at 
Liz and Dave Rolfe’s home at Envals.  Everyone enjoyed a meal together 
after the service.

Dondas
On Sunday, 19 August our eucharist was celebrated by the Chaplain.  
Bread was at the heart of  his sermon, based on Christ’s assertion in the Gospel for the day “I am the living bread .. 
and the bread that I will give for the life of  the world is my flesh”, a concept as difficult for us to grasp today as it was 
for the Jews then.  

We were delighted to welcome David Albrecht to lead our service of  Morning Worship on 16 September.   His 
theme, based on the readings for the day, was wisdom and the congregation was boosted by some friends and family 
who added weight to our a cappella singing.   

Sunday, 21st October will see the Chaplain returning to celebrate our eucharist for Harvest Festival.  As usual, we 
shall be bringing gifts of  non-perishable items which will then be donated to a local charity. 
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Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59 
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

October Services
Sunday 07 October   10:30  Prayer & Praise  David Albrecht
Sunday 14 October   10:30  Harvest Holy Communion Rev'd Tony Lomas (followed by a bring and share lunch and  
            petanque competition)
Thursday 18 October   10:30  BCP Holy Communion Rev'd Tony Lomas
Sunday 21 October   10:30  Morning Worship  Anne Penfold
Sunday 28 October   10:30  Holy Communion  Rev'd Angela and Rev'd David Marshall ( clocks -1)

Pet Service
On August 5th, we gathered to give thanks for the gift of  creation, and ask 
for blessings on our pets. The music was very uplifting: ‘All creatures of  our 
God and King’, ‘Who put the colours in the rainbow?’, ‘All things bright and 
beautiful’, and a very lively ‘All God’s creatures got a place in the choir’. Many 
thanks to David Albrecht for leading us in our worship.
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of  every kind.” (Genesis 1:24)

A Very Big Thank You
Members of  the Limeuil and Ste Nathaline congregations decided that 
the special birthday of  Ian Strachan provided an opportunity for a party! 
It also made possible an occasion to thank Gillian Strachan for her 11 
years of  wonderful ministry. Fifty-eight people from all around the 
Chaplaincy assembled for a splendid lunch at La Nauze in Fongaufier to 
express their love and delight to the couple.
Words were expressed to offer the get together as a reconciliation of  all 
those who had been affected by the sad events of  over a year ago which 
had caused Gillian to retire and had led to disagreements within the 
congregation. There was sadness that no proper public thankyou had 
been given to her for her many years of  care and service. We were asked 
to remember our Lord’s instruction to forgive and to love one another.
The celebration was joyous, so many happy, smiling people and the atmosphere was a continuous buzz of  people 
enjoying every minute.  The joy of  seeing Ian’s face as the birthday cake was presented and the communal singing 
of  Happy Birthday, followed by for they’re a jolly good couple . . . And SO SAY ALL OF US.  The happy afternoon 
ended with a presentation of  over 750 Euros as a gift, collected from people in the UK as well as in our Chaplaincy, 
some of  whom, sadly, were not able to attend due to previous commitments, but wished to acknowledge all the 
wonderful work, over the years, by Gill and Ian.

Michael & Ann Hall, Colin & Sheila Campbell
Music at Limeuil
Our new music group played for us on Sunday 26th August when Charlotte led our service.  It was wonderful to have 
Ste.Catherine's Singers leading us in worship and Phil, Henri and Roger playing in the band.  We hope that this will 
become a more regular feature in our services.

Fellowship course
Anne Penfold and Kathryn Carr have just started a new fellowship group 
meeting at the cottage next to the church. We are studying the Freedom 
in Christ ministries “Grace Course.” We are meeting fortnightly on a 
Tuesday afternoon at 4pm and all are welcome to join us.
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Healing and Wholeness service
Brian Davis and Sheila Marshall led this service for us on Sunday 9th September which was really well received by all 
those present.  There was an opportunity for the laying on of  hands and prayer ministry for all those who wanted it.  
We hope to hold this type of  service on a more regular basis as part of  our scheduled services.
Car Treasure hunt
On the 6th September, due to popular demand Gill and Bob Sweetman kindly ran another of  their car treasure hunts 
followed by a meal. The route began in St Cyprien which is highly decorated as it was the chosen village this year for 
the Felibree. A drive through the countryside took the competitors to St Genies and then St Leon to search out the 
answers to lots of  clues.  The route should have finished with a walk round the chateau gardens at Campagne but 
regretfully by the time people got there they were closed! Earlier closing time from 1st September.  Ah well, there’s 
always next year!  Congratulations though to Knobbly Knees who beat Cales Dwellers and North South Divide by 
just half  a point.  This annual event is a very popular fund raiser and over 300€ was raised for chaplaincy funds.
Summer raffle 
Over the summer period we have been selling raffle tickets to win some amazing prizes.  The raffle will be drawn 
after the Harvest Holy Communion service on the 14th October when there will be a bring and share/barbecue and 
a pétanque competition.  We look forward to welcoming everyone after the service.
Bring and Share

For the month of  August the committee 
decided it would be nice to offer a bring 
and share after the service every week 
instead of  just once a month.  We invited 
the visiting preachers to join us as well 
as everyone at the service;  We used 
this opportunity to welcome visitors 
and regulars alike to share a meal and 
fellowship together.

Limeuil Sings on a “ Sea, Mist and Dreams” theme...
A fund raising concert at Ste Catherine’s church on the 19th October, aims to 

entertain you before you enjoy a bring-and-share lunch. 
A wide range of songs and instrumental music from those familiar faces from 

church will entertain you and  make you smile. Not forgetting some poems and 
prose to set the scene. Songs like ‘Water of Tyne’, ‘I dreamed a dream’ and ‘I 

had a dream’. 
Amusing poetry and a piano duet will keep you guessing as to what comes next.

We hope to raise some much needed €€’s for the church, 
so please come and bring a friend.

Put it your diary now, 19th October at 12 noon. Ste Catherine’s. Limeuil.
Please.come and support us.  For more information ring Phil on 

05 53 22 56 64 or  07 69 24 66 23. 

Looking forward.......
Musicians wanted!!   On December 5th, Ste. Catherine’s Singers will be giving an 
Advent offering of  Graham Kendrick’s The Gift.  We would welcome more musicians 
to accompany the singers so if  you would like to join in with this event please speak to 
Barbara Pollard 05 53 74 26 03 or Gill Sweetman 058 53 73 13 59.
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Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW Sue Torne  05 62 08 17 78
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML Marion L’Estrange
PC Irene Birt  05 62 28 80 97

October Services
Thurs 25 Oct   11:00  Holy Communion

Some members of  the congreation were able to enjoy Mass in the beautiful Abbey 
de Flaran,Valence sur Baise accompanied by a Gregorian chant.  Most of  the 

congregation being French Catholic  were able to follow the service in Latin. 
The day was hot and sunny and lots of  people  enjoyed shared picnics under the 
shady trees. 

Harvest Festival
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious, for his steadfast love endures for ever.    Psalm 107.1
Harvest comes in that period of  Church life when the colour is green. It could not 
be more appropriate. Our Harvest Celebration this year was held on the 30th August at the Pietat. This was a joyous 
occasion, the Service being taken by our Chaplain Tony Lomas. He preached on Thankfulness, and how it helped us 
all to realise how much we had for which to be thankful. How an attitude of  being thankful for all things increases 
well-being, and makes our lives so very much fuller.

The Gospel reading for our Harvest celebration came from the Sermon on the Mount. It encourages us to slow 
down and look, ‘Look at the lilies’. Anthony de Mello, who was a Jesuit priest, suggests that the first way to become 
aware of  God is simply to go and look at things. Not try and figure them out, not try and hear a hidden message or 
deduce a lesson for life. Just look. Don’t try to find God. Just look and be happy to be dependent on God’s good 
grace. Perhaps we all need to want what we have and not have what we want. Then we will have grateful hearts.

Our Harvest celebration was filled with grateful and joyful hearts. Placed 
at the foot of  the altar our wonderful Harvest loaf  with our gifts for those 
less fortunate than ourselves. (We had a good selection of  offerings to take 
to Resto du Coeur in Auch.) There was a special harvest bread, made for us 
by our master-baker, Ron Benner, who had also made a smaller loaf  which 
was used for the Eucharist. His wife Ann also makes very good marmalade 
which she sells for our charity, Tread. 

Afterwards, we all repaired to the lovely garden and house belonging 
to Alan and Jennifer Story for a really enjoyable lunch. The barbecue was 
supervised and ably prepared by Paul Hames, to whom we owe a special vote 
of  thanks. The meat was all beautifully cooked, and the accompanying salads 
were prepared by most of  the women in the congregation, co-ordinated by Sue Torne. As if  that were not enough, all 
the sweets were made by Jennifer - a truly heroic effort. For which we owe her our thanks, and also for being a really 
gracious hostess, ably aided by Alan, who was everywhere, seeing that everyone was fed and had something to drink.

The weather was very kind, being warm enough to sit in their lovely 
garden, but not too hot to 
be uncomfortable.Everyone 
enjoyed themselves, 
including several visiting 
worshippers who came 
along to lunch. Even the 
most difficult person to 
please would have been very 
thankful indeed,  having 
had a very enjoyable lunch, 
with good company. It was a 
most memorable occasion.
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09

October Services
Sunday 14 October   Holy Communion       Negrondes  Rev. Barrie Green
Sunday 21 October   Holy Communion       Chancelade      Rev. Brian Davies
Sunday 28 October   Family Service             Negrondes      Rev Tony Lomas/Patrick Sturges

Our BBQ went very well at Liz Oaten’s.   Everyone enjoyed the surroundings and the 
very tasty food provided by the congregation.   Colourful salads and well cooked meat 
and the puddings were out of  this world!   The sum of  410:25 euros was raised and will 
be divided between ‘All is One’ and the Chaplaincy We thank Liz and Cedric for their 
kindness in letting us use their facilities and garden.   

We look forward to an interesting Autumn in our little section of  the Aquitaine  Chaplaincy.  We hope to raise a little 
more money for the Church by throwing a Quiz Night on Thursday October 18 at 7.30 pm. This will be held 
at the Salle des Fetes, Sorges. We would like to ask those who are coming to bring 
a plate of  small eats, sandwiches, or anything you fancy.  A meeting will be held on 
Friday 12 October at 10am at the house of  Elizabeth Brook to finalise arrangements.   
Please attend if  you can. 

One good thing about the winter months is a House group.   Patrick has offered to restart one on October llth 
at 2.30pm at his place.   Religious subjects will be discussed, but also general living problems and current social 
difficulties.

Our Char and Chat Sewing Group will start again before Christmas.   We 
will discuss Christmas decorations, and perhaps start making things for the 
season.   Penny will let us know details nearer the time.  Lots of  things to go 
to social and study/discussions.    Do come along, everyone has something to 
contribute and it all helps us to grow in understanding of  our faith and each 
other.

Elizabeth sends a reflection:        Are the summer days of  35 degrees over, or are we to enjoy an Indian summer?  It is 
so lovely to have visitors come and go, sharing time, meals, fun and laughter with those you love and don’t get to see 
every day or even every month!   Grandchildren growing at inches per week and dear family and friends catching up 
on their news.   Now the golden days of  autumn creep forward, my favourite season.   Life as well is seasonal, how 
we follow the season in our lives is worth reflection now and again.   How we sprang to life, all those years ago, in my 
case, running around exploring everything new and fresh to us as children.

Our summer years are a bit more serious, but enjoying being adult and seemingly having endless energy, running 
after children and jobs and still having time to do the garden, sewing, decorating and goodness knows what else.

Autumn comes round, shorter days, but golden hues to cheer us towards wintertime.  Calmer days with time 
to reflect, to take stock of  what is past, but still to look ahead.   We have still much to enjoy and knowledge to 
share.  How often do  we share our knowledge of  Jesus, our faith with others.   Let us all this season try to be more 
confident  when speaking about our faith, let’s remember we only have to ask and He will give us the words if  we go 
in faith and open our mouths in love for others.   It’s scary stepping our of  our comfort zone, but we have nothing 
to be afraid of  as He will cover our mistakes and help us to show the truth in love to others.

When winter does come and we are no longer as fit and able, we can reflect that we tried, we did our best to follow 
Jesus’ teachings and one day hope to stand before Him.

Blessings to All from Negrondes and Chancelade.
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Monteton     

 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

October Services
Sunday 7th October No service
Sunday 14th October   10.30        Morning Prayer       Rev’d Liz Morris   
Sunday 21st October  10.30             Prayer and Praise     David Albrecht
Sunday 28th October  10.30             Holy Communion     Rev’d Louise Courtney
Please note that there is no service of  Morning Worship at Monteton on Sunday 7th October nor throughout the winter months.

Monteton Committee wishes to thank everyone who donated so generously to the Gift Aid appeal in August 
which raised over 500 Euros, a tremendous help towards the organisation and running of  services in the 

church.
The second Ploughman’s Lunch organised by Charles and Elizabeth Clarke 
at their home Le Pauvert, near Cogulot, on Saturday 8th September was yet 
again a resounding success, raising in excess of  250 Euros for our charities. A 
delicious selection of  English and French cheeses, pickles and chutneys, salad 
garnishes and wine was enjoyed 
in the Clarkes’ lovely garden by a 
large number of  our congregation 
and friends. Charles is proposing 
to co-ordinate a diary of  social 
and outreach events with the aim 

of  promoting enjoyable fundraising for our charities and for enjoyable 
fellowship, so please contact him with your ideas on cpeard-clarke@outlook.com 

The next Coffee and Cakes morning to be organised by Norma and Leslie Eckett will take place on Saturday 
13th October from 10.00 am – 12.00 noon at their home Le Bousquet , Chapeau Rouge, 47120  Auriac sur Dropt. 
Do come along and bring family and friends, but please let Norma know if  you plan to attend, on 05 53 93 53 86 or 
normaandleslie@gmail.com 

The beautiful Romanesque church at Monteton is an increasingly popular venue for wedding celebrations, both 
French and English. Here are some photographs of  some of  those that took place in June this year.

We are now the proud owners of  a magnificent Grand Orgue in the church at Monteton, which Brian Meredith has 
kindly sold to us at a very reasonable price; we are delighted to say that the old organ has found a home in the parish 
church of  Miramont de Guyenne. It was very sad to say goodbye to Brian and Dorothy who have sold their holiday 
home near Villereal to live permanently in the UK. They are both a great loss, Brian for many years as organist at 
Monteton during the summer months and Dorothy as one of  our Altos in the choir. We are very grateful to them 
both. We know that Brian is now involved in music in the area where they live in England and we wish them many 
happy years ahead. With this splendid new organ installed in the church at Monteton, we hope that organists in this 
area of  France will come forward to offer to play at our services – just two of  them a month! Do get in touch with 
Choir Leader Marjorie Etschmann if  you or anyone you know could do this, at marjorieetschmann@yahoo.fr 
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The Gathering Fresh Expressions
‘The Gathering is an opportunity for people to meet, in an informal setting, to explore and experience the love of God and 
what it means to follow Jesus’

Sunday 07 Oct   10:30  The Gathering Meeting, Le Mouret, Condom, Gers.
   The theme of the morning will be ‘Who is my neighbour?’

Fresh Expressions of Church at Eymet Temple
October Services
Sunday 07 Oct - 10:30 Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 14 Oct - 10:30 Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 21 Oct - 10:30 Fresh Expressions
Sunday 28 Oct - 10:30 Fresh Expressions

On Sunday 22 July, the weekly 10:30 service at Eymet 
Temple was an extra special one in the history of  
the Eymet Fresh Expression project. The vibrant 
service, led by Rev’d Charlotte O’Sullivan with the 
theme of  ‘compassion’, included the commissioning 
of  six newly elected members of  the congregation 
to support Julia and Allan Petchey in their leadership 
roles. Allan invited Charlotte on behalf  of  the 
Chaplaincy of  Aquitaine and Daniel Vajou on behalf  
of  the Eglise Protestante Reformee de France to 
formally Commission the Team. Julia and Allan are the 
Congregational Worship Leaders and founders of  the 
Fresh Expressions project at Eymet Temple and they 
started the project four years ago with this mission:
“Temple d’Eymet is committed to bringing the love and hope of  

Christ to impossible situations through the preaching of  the gospel with a mandate that drives us to do all we can to bring help and hope to 
our part of  South West France through the Anglican and Protestant tradition. Our head is Jesus. Our help is the Holy Spirit. Our focus 
is the Great Commission!” 

Over the last four years the project has borne much fruit and 
has grown to include weekly services delivered in French and 
English, a thriving worship band,  two weekly prayer meetings, 
which are all held in the Temple, as well as fellowship and 
fundraising to make improvements to the Temple. Already a 
toilet and kitchen has been installed and heating will be next. The 
congregation has grown over the years from two, to four....to 
fifty-four in attendance on that day, plus some children.  

The congregation welcomed and prayed for its new team of  
eight. The team will be known as ‘The Core Reflections Group’ 
and will meet regularly to help shape the Fresh Expressions 
project at Eymet Temple going forward. 

The Fresh Expressions project at Eymet Temple is jointly 
supported by the Chaplaincy of  Aquitaine and Eglise Protestante with the commissioning being represented by both 
the Chaplaincy and Eglise Protestante. 

~
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan  05 56 40 05 12    06 83 08 59 67   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 0788 966018    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Hazel Door  rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr 06 74 72 89 05
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d John Morgan    05 53 54 18 90 marvol24@orange.fr
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau: http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html


