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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, APRIL 2019
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

Condom

Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 07 APRIL
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
10:30 Prayer & Praise - Monteton
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion – Sainte Nathalène
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur

WEDNESDAY 10 APRIL
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SATURDAY 13 APRIL
10:00 Holy Communion before AGM – Monteton

SUNDAY 14 APRIL – Palm Sunday
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
10:30 Holy Communion – Saint Médard, Lot-et-Garonne
15:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur

MONDAY 15 APRIL
17:00 Compline Prayer – Bertric Burée

TUESDAY 16 APRIL
17:00 Compline Prayer – Bertric Burée

WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL
17:00 Compline Prayer – Bertric Burée

THURSDAY 18 APRIL – Maundy Thursday
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
16:00 Holy Communion – Monteton
17:00 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
18:00 Holy Communion - Bordeaux, Eglise Saint Pierre

FRIDAY 19 APRIL – Good Friday
14:00 Stations of the Cross – Bertric Burée
14:00 Stations of the Cross – Dondas
14:00 Prayers at the Cross – Doudrac
14:00 Stations of the Cross – Monteton
15:00 Stations of the Cross – Négrondes
18:30 Ecumenical Stations of the Cross - Montagrier 

SATURDAY 20 APRIL
18:00 Easter Eve Vigil – Limeuil

SUNDAY 21 APRIL – Easter Day
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux, Eglise Saint Pierre
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion - Dondas
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil 
10:30 Holy Communion – Monteton
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène
11:00 Easter Gathering meeting – Condom, Le Mouret

THURSDAY 25 APRIL
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom

SUNDAY 28 APRIL
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer - Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes
15:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur



    Spreading the Word                                                                                                                           April  2019   |    3

Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

Is it the end, or is it the beginning?

At about the time that this magazine is published, the United Kingdom is due to leave the European Union.  I am still 
amazed that, at the time of writing this article, we are less than three weeks away from the expiry of the Article 50 

process and yet we still don’t really have any clear idea of what is going to happen next.  I wonder if we will actually be any 
better informed on March 29th!

In a way, it seems strangely appropriate that all this is happening during the latter stages of Lent as our focus turns towards 
Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, his betrayal, arrest and death.  Whilst we are all very familiar with the narrative that unfolds 
over Holy Week and Easter, I still find that it has the power to leave me feeling unsettled and confused.

Jesus had been trying to lead people onto his way for around three years - a year longer than the Article 50 process - and yet, 
at the end, opinions and emotions were more divided than ever.  Even his own closest friends and disciples couldn’t work 
out what was happening as everything appeared to be going horribly wrong.

And yet we know that it is only by passing through the dark days of Holy Week that we are able to celebrate the overwhelming 
joy of Christ’s resurrection on Easter morning.  Jesus brought new life out of death but He and his disciples, both then and 
now, had to experience the death first.

I have no idea what is going to happen in our modern political world over the coming weeks.  I can be pretty sure, whatever 
the outcome, that there are going to be some people who feel deeply betrayed and even bereaved.  There will be others who 
will feel relieved and fulfilled.  The only thing of which we can be absolutely certain is that God loves all of those people 
equally and wants us all to flourish.  Jesus’ death and resurrection have proved to us that, whatever mess we as humans 
manage to make of our world, He has already forgiven and redeemed us.

Being part of the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine over almost three years now has been a joy and a privilege.  We have faced, and 
continue to face various challenges and yet our church family continues to flourish.  I believe that this is because we have 
a shared commitment to seeking God’s will in everything we do.  Brexit is certainly one of the bigger challenges that we 
have faced but, when placed alongside many of the other problems in our world today, it really isn’t that earth-shattering.  
Indeed, if we look at it through the perspective of Holy Week, it pales into insignificance.

My prayer for all of us, and especially those of the ex-pat British community, is that despite any potential political turmoil, 
we might use this Eastertide to renew our commitment to each other and to peace and justice throughout the world.  
Whether we are citizens of the EU, the UK or any other nation we, as Christians, can also rejoice that, thanks to Jesus’ 
triumphant resurrection at Easter, we are, and always will be, citizens of God’s heavenly kingdom.

   God bless,

“Care less for your harvest than for how it is shared and your life 
will have meaning and your heart will have peace.” 

Kent Nerburn
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Annual General Meeting of the 
Association Cultuelle

The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine 
(Paroisse d’Aquitaine)

Monteton

13th April 2019 at 11:00am

Opening Devotions

1. Apologies

2. Accuracy of the Minutes of 
the 2018 AGM at Doudrac

3. Reports on the life of the 
Chaplaincy
•	 Chaplain’s report
•	 Chaplaincy Wardens’ report
•	 Local Sector Highlights
•	 Archdeaconry Synod report
•	 General Synod report
•	 Prayer Chain report
•	 Electoral Roll report 
•	 Safeguarding
•	 Chaplaincy 

Communications
•	 Statistics for mission
•	 Where do we go from here? 

4. Chaplaincy finances
•	 Presentation of the annual 

accounts
•	 Treasurer’s report
•	 Approval of the accounts 

for 2018
•	 Changes in bank 

signatories
•	 Christian Stewardship

5. Elections
•	 Two Chaplaincy Wardens
•	 Members of the 

Chaplaincy Council
•	 Auditor
•	 Archdeaconry Synod 

Representatives
6. Any matters arising from the 

2018 minutes not covered 
elsewhere

7. Any other business (notified to 
the Chaplaincy Wardens before 
6th April 2019

Closing Prayer
Highlighted agenda items indicate 
where a decision is required.

CHAPLAINCY OF 
AQUITAINE

CHAPLAINCY ANd 
CHAPAId ANNUAL 

GENErAL MEETINGs
You are warmly invited to attend the 

Chaplaincy and Chapaid Annual 
General Meetings to be held at 

Monteton on Saturday 13th April 
2019

*****************************

The meeting will take place in the 
Salle des Fêtes, near to the church. 
Parking will be adjacent to the Salle 

des Fêtes with disabled parking 
available next to the church.

Both meetings will give you a chance 
to learn what is happening in our 

Chaplaincy and to discover the plans 
for the future.

*************************

Timetable of Events

10.00 Eucharist

10.45 Coffee

11.00 Chaplaincy AGM followed by  
 ChapAid AGA

13.30  Bring and Share Lunch  
******************************

Please bring a dish to share and 
your plates and cutlery. If you are 
bringing a dish, please contact Sally 
Davies(sallydavies928@gmail.com) 
and let her know what you intend to 
bring so that a balanced selection 
can be achieved.

The team at Monteton look 
forward to seeing as many of 

you as possible!

Hello everyone,

Here we are in the 
middle of Lent 
already and by the 
time you read this we 
shall have changed 
the clocks and be 
enjoying those lovely light evenings 
again.  And what a wonderful Spring 
it has been - the blossoms have been 
wonderful round here this year and 
I don’t think I’ve ever seen so many 
cowslips in the hedgerows before.  
That beauiful light green on the trees 
as they begin to leaf is just a joy. 

And so we move into April with 
plenty to look forward to.  I hope 
many of you are intending to be 
at Monteton on 13th April for the 
Chaplaincy AGM - always a good 
day for catching up with friends not 
often seen (as well as attending to the 
business of the day of course!). 

I hope you’ve found the Events 
page in the magazine (page 12 this 
month) and that you find events in 
which to participate that you might 
not otherwise have known about.  
Don’t forget to let me know if you 
have something to go on a future list 
(bobgillsweetman24:gmail.com.

May I take this opportunity to wish 
you every blessing for Lent and Holy 
Week and the joy of Easter Day when 
it arrives.

Love Gill
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“I’m all yours!”

A phrase that is used relatively commonly.  It generally indicates that, in principle at least, we are 
now going to devote our full attention to the other person.

During Lent there is always a certain focus on the time that Jesus spent in the wilderness being 
tempted by the devil but that was certainly not the only time that Jesus spent in the wilderness.  
Throughout the years of His earthly ministry Jesus would regularly step away from the busy-ness of 
life and go into the wilderness, be it up a mountain or into the desert, to find some peace and quiet.  
Above all, this was time when he was able to say “I’m all yours” to His Father.  It was a time for Him 
to recharge his physical and spiritual batteries by being unreservedly and completely devoted to being with God.

How often do we follow Jesus’ example in making time to spend with God away from interruption?  It doesn’t have to be 40 
days in the wilderness. I suspect that even if we all set aside five minutes each day we would find that our relationship with 
God would be greatly strengthened.  Just remind yourself by saying “I’m all yours, Lord!” and then hold that thought for as 
long as you are able.  Don’t try to do anything specific other than just being attentive to God - and then see what happens!

PS.  We will be further exploring the theme “Christ in the Wilderness” during our Chaplaincy Retreat at Belloc from 23rd 
- 26th May.  Remember to book your place!

Please visit this site and find out
how you can support the 

Chaplaincy when you are making 
purchases online.

There is a huge number of UK 
retailers involved

with this scheme and it doesn’t 
cost you a penny more than you 

would be paying in any case.

The retailers involved make a 
donation to the Chaplaincy, 

through easyfundraising,
in line with the amount of money 

you have spent.

How about your 2019 holiday ?
These qualify as well, just check 
that your supplier is registered 

and follow the routine set out by 
easyfundraising.
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“Becoming a Soul Friend”                  David Marshall 

This was the title of the second Diocesan Course on Spiritual Direction which has just finished with 7 out of the 9 
attendees being commissioned by Bishop Robert for the ministry of Spiritual Direction in the Diocese. In the session 

we had with Bishop Robert before the commissioning he made us aware of the need for and importance of this ministry.

To complete the course we had to attend three residential gatherings at St. Columba’s House in Woking, write assignments, 
keep a journal, take a retreat and practice on some poor unsuspecting guinea pigs!  If that was not enough we were put into 
groups of three and told to keep in touch in between times.

It is universally agreed that the title Spiritual Director is misleading. It is more about being a spiritual companion on the 
journey, hence the title of the course.  Sitting alongside another person listening to them describe their prayer life and 
relationship with God whilst at the same time attending to what the Holy Spirit would bring to the conversation:

“Spiritual direction could be defined as taking place when one person (the director) prayerfully supports and encourages another 
person (the directee) to attend and respond to God.”   Sue Pickering 

This ministry is valuable and for everyone – it isn’t restricted to the ordained though it was fairly late on in my parish 
ministry before this became something clergy were encouraged to undertake.  Now in some dioceses it is more or less 
compulsory. 

It was a demanding time, not without its challenges and I felt that the mix of Christian theology, spirituality and psychology 
sometimes was not quite right. It made me realise how much secular teaching we have absorbed without being aware of it.  
That aside, we were encouraged to explore the teaching of Ignatius and Benedict. We had a brief session on evangelicals and 
spiritual direction and we were given many “tools” to help us in practicing this ministry. We even looked at John 4 to see if 
we could pick up any tips from the way that Jesus helped the Samaritan woman at the well. All of this was supplemented (for 
me) by copious amounts of reading and study. (At my age I have to read things twice in the hope that something sticks!!)

We were made aware that this is godly and serious work and shouldn’t be confused or compared with counselling. It’s about 
sitting together in the presence of God and finding out how best to pray or know Him better. As Sue Pickering puts it:

“So while the goal of spiritual direction is to help people grow to become more like Christ, emphasis is also given to the 
consequences of this growth: the outworking of the directee’s life at home and in their chosen vocation, in their decision making, 
and their imprint on the earth.”

The most arduous part of the course for me was the silent breakfasts!  How does one scrape toast quietly?  And so the 
inevitable happened on one of the visits when I got the giggles! It infected my table and four of us were hurriedly shoving 
fists into mouths.... But I somehow think Jesus has a sense of humour and would have been laughing with us!

What happens now is that the seven new spiritual directors have to submit a 
small biography which will be added to the official diocesan list of approved 
spiritual directors.  So if you think you would like to meet with someone to 
help you with your prayer life and relationship to God, then visit the diocesan 
website and if you can’t find the list contact Revd John Newsome the Diocesan 
Spirituality Adviser (his details can be found there) and he will help you find 
the right person for you. 

The Course
I’m on a course

Called Spiritual Direction
Though everyone says
We mustn’t call it that.

I’m to hold your hand
But not too closely

Nod and sigh at your story
Sharing an occasional nugget or two.

I won’t interrupt you
Too often that is.

You must find your own solutions
To whatever puzzle you are in.

We gaze at navels quite profoundly
Us SDs

Smile and frown in appropriate places
Minding our q’s and p’s.

But in the end we hold a hope
That God turns up
With the envelope.
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The highly anticipated annual tour of the award-
winning UCLAN CHOIR is going to be a special 
week with the choir's return to Bordeaux as well as 
their usual concerts in the Lot and Garonne and 
Dordogne area.

Mark the dates in your diary to avoid 
disappointment.....

Wednesday 29th May  4pm Concert of sacred and 
classical music in St André  Cathedral, Bordeaux

Thursday 30th May: 
 11 30am Ascension Day Communion Service with choir participation 
in Chris and Deirdre Rankin's garden (near Carcans)
        12 30pm Picnic lunch (bring your own)
          2 00pm Concert in garden (mix of classical, swing and popular music)
     .......feel free to participate in some or all of this relaxed family day .
             ....... no charge but donations welcome for wine/soft drinks (to be divided 
between Church funds and Choir expenses.                                

For directions please contact Jennifer (see below) or Deirdre Rankin (deirdre.
rankin@orange.fr)

Friday 31st May    19 30 Concert of sacred and classical music in Dévillac church 
(near Villeréal 47)

Saturday 1st June  19 30 Concert of popular,swing and classical music under the 
market hall in Villeréal (47)                               
(Also look out for the choir in the Villeréal market in the morning....!)

Sunday 2nd June 11 00 am Holy Communion service with choir participation 
Doudrac Church (near Villeréal 47) 
                             16 00 Concert of sacred and classical music in the Abbey St Avit 
Sénieur (Dordogne)

There is no entry charge for any of the concerts but donations are welcome.....

For more details please contact 
jenniferbearcroft@hotmail.com   07 88 96 60 10/ 06 73 77 31 48

This column is blank 
(apart from this message!) 
as no-one had sent 
me an article/poem/
thought to fill it with! 
Don’t be scared! 
I’m sure you have 
something of interest 
to share with others. 
Just put pen to 
paper, (or tip-tap 
on your keyboard) 
and send your 
items to Gill at 
bobgillsweetman24@
gmail com.

Look forward to 
hearing from you!
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Cooking in April with    
       Frances Pengelly                                                                        
J`aime Chelles et ses cressonieres` 
Et le doux tic tac des moulins.       
                                         Victor Hugo

Spring envelopes us with a green 
haze and my herb garden is full 

of thrusting growth.   I am going to 
write about a plant we can`t very 
easily grow in our gardens and that is 
watercress (nasturtium officianale), 
a member of the cabbage family 
(brassicacae).   It is one of the oldest 
recorded leaf vegetables in history 
– a true European favourite.   For 
health reasons it’s usually grown 
as an annual, reseeded every early 
spring in specially made pans 
which are continually washed by 
fresh water from spring or borehole 
water usually at a temperature of 10 
degrees C  which is best if it is slightly 
alkaline.   During the summer the 
growth of the plants is way above the 
water level and very easy to harvest.   
In the winter it still grows, but stays 
underwater, a little more difficult to 
cut.   The concept of having a green 
vegetable growing in such wonderful 
conditions of freshness makes 
watercress very attractive.   The seed 
falling in the water from some of 
the plants makes an alternative way 
of growing  it, this happens in late 
summer.   Some people say it should 
not be cut the first year but left to 
grown in the pans.

Watercress growing started in France 
about 1800-1811.   A Monsieur 
Cardon who worked in Napoleon’s 
Headquarters at Erfurt  in Upper 

Thuringia was amazed to see bright 
green patches of growth forcing their 
way through fallen snow.   It was a 
watercress farm.    He was so excited 
about growing the plant that later 
on in his life he returned to start his 
own watercress farm in the valley of 
the Nonette, growing watercress for 
general distribution.

Watercress is an acquatic herb and 
contains both vitamin A and C, 
in addition to significant amounts 
of folic acid, calcium and iron.   It 
is also a diuretic, an antioxidant,  
expectorant and a digestive aid.   What 
is interesting is its possible  cancer 
suppressing qualities.   Watercress, 
broccoli and cauliflower eaten daily 
may  block the risk of lung cancer 
progression, in fact eating a daily 
diet of watercress  is considered to 
reduce the risk of cancer in the body.   
In days gone-by countryfolk used 
to get over their `spring fatigue` by 
making tea from fresh young growth 
of yarrow, nettle and dandelion 
leaves, they ate copious amounts of 
wild watercress to ensure all nasty 
`winter deposits` were booted out of 
their system!

Mix chopped watercress with 
cream and use it as an alternative 
to mustard with ham or fish.   This 
also makes a wonderful filling for an 
omelette.   Use the chopped leaves on 
their own, or with other herbs in the 
garden and mix with soft butter, a 
must for grilled meats and fish.   

Sauce Verte is easy to make.   You 
will need 12 spinach leaves, 12 
watercress stalks and leaves, 8 sprigs 
of parsley and 4 sprigs of tarragon.   
Pour boiling water over the herbs 

and then refresh in cold water, pat 
dry and blitz to a smooth puree 
adding 2 raw egg yolks.    Slowly add 
150g olive oil, as if you were making 
mayonnaise and when thick add a 
little wine vinegar and seasoning.   
Especially good with salmon.   

Mix watercress with pears and 
Roquefort dressing to make a grand 
salad.   

Take l chopped onion, 40g butter, l 
medium potato peeled and chopped, 
2 bunches watercress, 40ml milk, 
275ml vegetable stock, 4tbs double 
cream, seasoning.   Fry onion in 
butter, add potato and watercress, 
sweat for 5 mins.   Add milk and 
stock, cook for l0 minutes, blitz add 
cream and seasoning for a soup.
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Father George
There is the allegedly true story 
of Father George who began his 
sermon early one Sunday morning 
by announcing to his congregation 
at St John's, Newbury, England, 
'I have good news and bad news. 
The good news is, we have enough 
money to pay for our new building 
programme. The bad news is, it's still 
out there in your pockets.'

The Children of Israel
The boy listened closely as the rabbi 
read the Bible. ‘May I ask a question?’ 
he asked.
‘Sure. Go ahead. Ask your question,’ 
replied the rabbi. 
‘Well, the Bible says that the children 
of Israel crossed the Red Sea-the 
children of Israel built the temple-
the children of Israel did this and the 
children of Israel did that. Didn’t the 
grown-ups ever do anything?’

The Memorial Plaque
One Sunday morning, the preacher 
noticed little Billy was staring up at 
the plaque that hung in the foyer 
of the church. It was covered with 
names and small American flags 
were mounted on either side of it. 
The seven-year-old had been staring 
at the plaque for some time, so the 
preacher walked up, stood beside the 
little boy, and said quietly: “Good 
morning, Billy.”
“Good morning, Preacher,” replied 
the young man, still focused on the 
plaque.
“Preacher, what is this?”
“Well, son, it’s a memorial to all the 
young men and women who died 
while in the service.”
Soberly, they stood together, staring 
at the plaque.
Little Billy’s voice was barely audible 
when he asked:
“Which service, the 9:45 or the 
11:00?”

Have you got the latest 
copy of ICS News? 
If not you should find one in 
your church. 

Find out more about what 
other Chaplaincies in our 
diocese are doing - it’s 
interesting reading!

Time to 
smile......
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WHO MOVED THE STONE? 
(After reading book of the same title by Frank Morison).

The Stone was heavy 
Gargantuan. 

Was it granite?
A geological survey of Israel might help. 

Were those grave clothes 
Of white linen? 

Did they lie tidily 
As recorded by Luke and John? 

Or is that a myth? 
Who was the gardener? 

Was he efficient 
As he carried out his work in the Garden? 

Was he there that morning, 
Heaving the earth as the Stone rolled? 

Was there an angel inside the tomb 
Guarding the miracle, Praying, wings folded in repose?

Or was the figure just a curious onlooker?

Frank, 
Why do we still ask these questions 

Two thousand years later? 
We seem to need facts,
Answers to questions, 

Always the need for answers. 
Can faith be a fact? 

And if so, what is the question? 

Easter Conviction 
Timeless Presence 

Costly Love. 
Understanding this, 

Knowing this, 
The question is answered, 

The fact not needed.
                                 ©  JGray 2010

Did you know?
PSALM 118 is the middle chapter of the entire Bible.
PSALM 118 is preceded by Psalm 117, the shortest chapter in the Bible.
PSALM 118 is followed by Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible.
PSALM 118 is preceded by 594 chapters and followed by 594 chapters.

If you add the 595 preceding and 594 following chapters, the sum is a total of 
1188 chapters.  Psalm 118:8 (that's 1188) is the middle verse of the entire Bible.

And what is this central verse of the Bible?

"It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man"
        - Psalm 118:8      

A Folk Tale
There is a West Indian folk tale about 
a contest for youth.  The young men 
of the village were sent off to search 
for the most beautiful thing in the 
world and to return with it to show it 
to the elders. One young enthusiast 
named Amarli Bakoff raced for 
the distant hills which had always 
fascinated him. He climbed higher 
and higher, up through the forest 
and across the scrubland until he 
came to snowfields for the first time 
in his life. ‘Surely’, he thought as he 
reached the dazzling whiteness, ‘this 
must be the most beautiful thing in 
the world’. He plunged his hand into 
the stinging coldness and clutched 
a handful of snow in its marvellous 
purity.

With his hand held tightly closed, 
he raced back to the village, eager 
to be back for the appointed day 
of the judging of the contest.  The 
villagers were assembled, and the 
elders were inspecting the priceless 
treasures which the other youths had 
discovered: jewels, silks, marvels of 
art and craft, and wonders of nature.

Suddenly Amarli Bakoff broke into 
their midst. ‘What have you brought 
us?’ they asked excitedly. ‘See,’ he 
cried triumphantly - and he opened 
his hand. There was nothing there. 
They saw nothing.  Only Amarli 
Bakoff knew the meaning of what 
had happened. ‘The most beautiful 
thing in the world,’ he said, ‘is what 
eye cannot see and what hand cannot 
hold.’

Peter Hargreaves.
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Around theDiocese:

~

Bishop Robert with Fr Gabriel, head monk 
of Deirulzeferen monastery in the pre-
Christian sun temple, which lies underneath 
the sixth century monastery chapel. Note 
the astonishing ceiling, made of ingeniously 
placed stone blocks. 

Bishop Robert stands with the 
Churchwardens of St John’s 
Church, surrounded by the 
chaplain and the newly baptised, 
confirmed and received in the 
Communion of the Church of 
England on 17th February 2019.  

Ecumenical dinner hosted by Bishop Robert on 17th Feb 2019 in Izmir.  

Travels with Bishop Robert in Turkey
These photos are from Bishop Robert’s recent trip.  You can read the full story on the Diocesan website https://europe.
anglican.org/main/latest-news/post/1464-travels-with-bishop-robert-in-turkey

Did you know?
The Diocese of Europe  (short for 
for “The Diocese of Gibraltar in 
Europe”) covers 41 Countries and 
within that the Archdeaconry of 
France  has 36 Chaplaincies.

The Diocese is geographically the 
largest diocese of the Church of 
England and the largest diocese in 
the Anglican Communion, covering 
some one-sixth of the Earth’s 
landmass, including Morocco, 
Europe (excluding the British Isles), 
Turkey, Mongolia and the territory 
of the former Soviet Union.

Don’t forget the Bishop’s Lent Appeal! 
You can donate through your church treasurer, 
who will forward money to the diocesan office. 
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Do you know who your 
Ancestors were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes to Chaplaincy 
Funds, Gill will research your ancestors and 
then provide you with a report and a family 

tree. 
Or why not make it a special gift for a 

relative?   
For more information speak to Gill Sweetman 

on 05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

The Power of Prayer!

Do you receive the Chaplaincy’s Prayer 
Chain each week?  

If not, do ask your local co-ordinator if 
you could receive a copy each week. 
We all know how the power of prayer 
can help people in need in so many 

different ways.
You’ll find your co-ordinator’s contact 
information under your sector heading.

It’s the one labelled PC.

across the Chaplaincy.   Why not join in!!

More details of these events can be found on the relevant sector’s page. 

Thursday 28th March       Soup and bread lunch  noon  Le Bousquet, Chapeau Rouge, 47120 Auriac sur Dropt
Saturday 30th March   Soup and Spud Lunch  noon  Les Glycines’ Le Pauvert, 24500 Eymet
Tuesday 2nd April      ‘God’s Big Picture Bible’   Lent course, 14h  The Cottage, Limeuil
       Faith Encounters’ - Bringing about the Change 19h  Eymet
Thursday 4th April   Soup and bread lunch  noon chez Ecketts, Monteton
Saturday 6th April   Coffee and Cakes chez Ecketts, Monteton
Sunday 7th April          “Light in the Darkness”, an afternoon concert  Monteton
Tuesday 9th April      ‘God’s Big Picture Bible’   Lent course, 14h  The Cottage, Limeuil
Wednesday 10th April  ‘Come dine with me’ chez Anne Penfold, Roque Gageac
Saturday 13th April          Chaplaincy AGM Monteton
Saturday 4th May         Ceildh evening, Le Coux (24)
Wednesday 29th May         UCLAN choir Bordeaux
Thursday 30th May              UCLAN choir chez Rankin, near Carcans
Friday 31st May                    UCLAN choir Dévillac church (near Villeréal 47)
Saturday 1st June                 UCLAN choir  Villeréal
Sunday 2nd June                  UCLAN choir Doudrac (am), Abbey St Avit Sénieur (pm) 
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

April Services
Sunday 07 April   11:00  Prayer & Praise with Communion Rev'd Tony Lomas
Sunday 21 April   11:00  Easter Prayer & Praise   Sheila Campbell
Sunday 05 May   11:00  Prayer & Praise with Communion Rev'd Charlotte Sullivan

17th March   Prayer & Praise with David Albrecht.

We were hosted once again by Dave & Jan Wilton. Rebecca 
played their piano, Dave on guitar and Henri on base guitar, Jan 
leading vocals. It is a blessing to have the music group to lead our 
songs of praise and proclamation. There were opportunities for 
the congregation to offer prayers of adoration and thanksgiving 
in between the songs.  

David's talk was very good and understandably well received. 
He spoke on Abraham, who despite his faults and doubts, kept 
seeking a relationship with God and his faith was counted as 
righteousness. In Lent, and everyday, we have an opportunity to 
turn back to God. God renewed his promise of a great reward.  
The promise got bigger, even more outlandish. Then the most 
remarkable moment.  Abraham didn’t complain or object, 
but rather chose to believe.  He repented.  He renewed his 
commitment to God, to orientate his life around God’s promise, 

even though the promise appeared ludicrous.  Despite what appeared to be a dim chance, Abraham turned away from his 
own understanding of reality and accepted God’s framing of it.  He would let God be in control and embrace the mystery, 
the uncertainty. 

Abraham’s relationship with God is not unlike our relationship with him.  Anyone who seeks God, gives room for God. 
Besides recognizing ourselves as righteous, let’s also appreciate the great gift of faith we’ve been given.   Paul pointed out 
that Abraham’s faith is not only based upon the goodness we experience in this world, but more.  It is faith based upon 
God’s promise in spite of the way things are here and now, that things will be better than we can imagine or comprehend. 
Abraham showed us that faith has nothing to do with doctrine, but a way of life, a life of openness to God, to receiving 
God, to giving to God, rather than trying to control and arrange the world, rather than trying to satisfy ourselves.  Faith is 
about being willing to journey into the unknown and to look for God in the people we encounter and be grateful for God’s 
presence there. 

Here’s the good news.  Following Jesus means we repeatedly get to turn back to God and find ourselves again in him, renew 
our sense of belonging to him, being cherished by him.  As Christians, our identity involves the changing of our hearts and 
minds, of growing and learning, of adventure into the unknown, but sure of God’s presence and care, being taken under 
his wing.  

Our Local Annual Meeting followed. The reports were well received and accepted. Out Electoral Roll remains at 14. 
Everyone remained in post which is wonderful. We look forward to where God will lead us in the year ahead. 

Thank God for His everlasting Covenant with us. God promised it, Jesus paid for it, the Spirit gives us the power to receive 
it, in Jesus name.
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Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW 
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML Marion L’Estrange        marian82condom@gmail.com 
PC Irene Birt           05 62 28 80 97

April Services
Sunday 21st  April  11:00  Holy Communion
Thursday 25th April  11:00  Holy Communion

The Anglican community in Condom celebrates 10 years of witness.
 When we were One,  we had just begun.
 When we were Two,  we were nearly new.
 When we were Three  we were hardly us.
 When we were Four,   we were not much more.
 When we were Five,  we were just alive.
 But now we are Ten,  we are not yet wise men
 but continue to follow the star  to Bethlehem.
   apologies to A A Milne

10 years ago this month the Pau Chaplaincy bravely planted an outreach church. The new priest Fr. Ian Naylor loaded his 
car each last Thursday of the month to visit Condom and preside over a Eucharist service. It was quite a commitment. So 
started our Thursday pattern of worship.

It was Thursday quite simply because he was not available at any other time. There has been discussion over the years of 
changing to the more familiar day for worship – Sunday. Although, I am sure Thursday is not convenient to some, the gîte 
owners found it a good day. Now the pattern is well established.

Like most churches we have had our ups and downs, changes of chaplaincy, changes of priests and changes in our 
congregation. Sometimes we have had strong growth and sometimes apparent dormancy. We have though above all kept 
following the star. We have continued to abide. Abide is a word we do not use much these days but it is a word that 
expresses solidarity in a way that ‘hanging in there’ does not. Abiding is more about interdependency, about giving away 
our individual autonomy and living through others and rooted being in Christ.

In doing that, we create a sense of place for those who worship with us. It is a place that recognizes that some will use us 
as a passing place of comfort, refuge, support and then move on. There is much talked of falling numbers in church circles 
and much effort is expended in making worship ‘exciting’ and ‘modern’. But there is much to be said for abiding, being 
constant and faithful.

Most villages have a letterbox but how often do you post a letter? It may not be every day or week but we want to have 
that box there for when we need to post something as opposed to email something. Things we post usually have more 
importance. So our churches stand like the post box prominently in our communities waiting to be of use for the important 
things in everyday life, marriage, baptism, burial, confirmation.

Our community in Condom opens its doors to all, welcoming, encouraging, teaching and supporting those who come 
inside and extending an invitation to join us in following the star to Bethlehem.

There are ten strong things.
Iron is strong but fire melts it.  Fire is strong but water quenches it. Water is strong but the 
clouds evaporate it. Clouds are strong but the wind drives them away. Man is strong but fears 
cast him down. Fear is strong but sleep overcomes it.  Sleep is strong yet death is stronger. But 
loving kindness survives death.

The Talmud
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Monteton     

 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

April Services
Sunday 7th April                10.30      Prayer and Praise                       David Albrecht
Palm Sunday 14th April        10.30     Holy Communion (informal)    Revd Louise Courtney
Maundy Thursday 18th April 16.00     Holy Communion                       Revd Bramwell Bearcroft
Good Friday 19th April         14.00     Prayers at the Cross                    TBA
Easter Day 21st April            10.30     Holy Communion                        Revd Barrie Green
Sunday 28th April                  10.30     Morning Prayer                          The Chaplain

A new pattern of services at Monteton: with the approval of the Chaplaincy Council, the Monteton Committee 
have formulated a new pattern of services, commencing this April (although you will note above that because of Easter, the 
new pattern does not quite fit this month):
 1st Sunday of the Month: Prayer and Praise
 2nd Sunday of the Month: Holy Communion (informal, no choir)
 3rd Sunday of the Month: Morning Prayer (with choir)
 4th Sunday of the Month: Holy Communion (formal, with choir)
 5th Sunday of the Month when it occurs: Evensong or a special service, (ie in June this year, there will be a service  
           of Blessing of the Animals).
Services will continue to take place at 10.30, unless stated otherwise. The new format removes the service of Morning 
Worship but adds a second, less formal service of Holy Communion within the month.

Services for Lent and for Easter: Revd Liz Morris led us on the evening of Ash Wednesday with a service of 
Holy Communion including the marking of the Ashes, always a very moving ritual, where ashes or dust are applied in the 
form of a cross on the forehead of communicants, “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return“. Thus began 
our observance of Lent at Monteton. On Sunday 14th April we shall celebrate Palm Sunday with our new service of Holy 
Communion, then during Holy Week we shall have a Eucharist service for Maundy Thursday at 4.00 pm and Prayers at the 
Cross on Good Friday at 2.00 pm. This culminates finally in a joyful celebration of Holy Communion for Easter Day on 
Sunday 21st April, led by the Revd Barrie Green and with the Monteton choir.

A reminder about the Lent Lunches held at the home of Norma and Leslie Eckett, the final one taking place on Thursday 
4th April at 12.00 noon. These take the form of a simple Soup, Bread and Cheese meal, beginning with Prayers and 
Meditation led by Ainslie Green and Brian Hogarth. If you wish to attend the final session, please contact Norma on 05 53 
93 53 86.

“From Darkness into Light”. This concert at Monteton on Sunday 7th April at 4.00 pm will be given by the prestigious 
Becket Consort, a group of 12 professional singers affiliated with Norwich and Canterbury Cathedrals. It will consist of a 
programme of beautiful sacred music for choir and organ by composers such as Tallis, Handel, Elgar, Lauridsen and more. 
The director of the choir is the Assistant Organist at Norwich Cathedral. This has proved to be a most popular event with 
tickets selling fast, but it may still be possible to attend by contacting Marjorie Etschmann on marjorieetschmann@yahoo.fr or 
Philippa Tillyer on cougulot@yahoo.co.uk  All funds to church sponsored charities.

Following the first Coffee and Cakes gathering of 2019 at the Ecketts on 2nd March, the next one will be on Saturday 
6th April from 10.00 am – 12.00 noon. Come and join the fellowship provided by these monthly events, whilst enjoying 
the delicious home-baked goodies, by contacting Norma on 05 53 93 53 86.

This year the Chaplaincy AGM will be held at Monteton on Saturday 13th April, the format as follows:
!0.00 am.    A short service of Holy Communion
10.45 am.   Coffee
11.00 am.   Chaplaincy AGM, followed by Chap-Aid Meeting
1.30 pm.     Bring and Share Lunch
We look forward to seeing as many as possible, an opportunity for a Chaplaincy-wide get-together! Please contact Sally 
Davies who will be co-ordinating the food for lunch, on 05 53 88 01 81, or sallydavies928@gmail.com, to let her know what 
you could contribute.
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The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosmary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15 
ML     Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC      Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

Sunday 7 April      10:30  Service of the Word     Patrick Sturgess
  Please note: no Evensong this month
Wednesday 10 April    11:00  BCP Holy Communion     Revd Andy Horlock
Palm Sunday 14 April◊   10:30  Family Service       Steve Long
Monday 15 April     17:00  Compline Prayers #
Tuesday 16 April     17:00  Compline Prayers
Wednesday 17 April    17:00  Compline Prayers
Maundy Thursday 18 April  17:00  Holy Communion      Rev’d Tony Lomas
Good Friday 19 April    14:00  Stations of the Cross Service
Good Friday 19 April    18:30  Ecumenical Service at Montagrier Church
Easter Sunday 21 April   10:30  Holy Communion      Rev’d Andy Horlock
Sunday 28 April     10:30  Holy Communion      Ven. Chris Sims

◊ A Bring-and-Share lunch follows this service, in the Upper Room.  
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.

# Compline - a quiet, reflective, service for Holy Week

Please join us for tea and proper coffee across the road  in the Upper Room after the Sunday morning services

The Book Barn, with its immense stock of reasonably-priced  second-hand books, is open after each morning ser-
vice  – it’s next to the Upper Room

Home Groups are a key part of Dronne Valley church life

There are six to choose from:

•	 A new group, from January 2019, in Nontron Meeting chez Ricketts every second and fourth Mondays of the month 
14.00 till 15.30. The next meetings will be on March 11th & 25th and so on.     Contact Marie Ricketts 09 83 77 46 69 
for more info and directions.

•	 Alternate Tuesday mornings near Verteillac 10.00 for 10.30. All are welcome. For more information contact Mike 
Duncan 05 53 91 30 64

•	 Fortnightly on Tuesday mornings, 10.00 for 10.30  For dates and venue this month please contact Brian Cook on 05 45 
98 43 00

•	 Monthly at Chez Noury, Le Fouilloux, 17270  14:00 for 14:30  David and Julie-Ann Jackson invite you to this group 
which meets in their home.  Check future meeting dates with them: David and Julie-Ann 05 46 86 49 66 

•	 Usually fortnightly on Thursdays at 2.00pm, but can vary depending on who’s available, at Ann Knight’s home, Chez 
Foucaud, Montboyer, between Chalais and Montmoreau.  Contact Ann for dates and directions – Ann Knight  05 45 
98 22 17 

•	 Alternate Tuesday evenings in St Aulaye 19:00 for 19:30 (alt. to Verteillac group weeks) at Steve and Jenny Long’s home, 
La Gare, St Aulaye  Further info from Steve or Jenny  05 53 91 96 48

The groups are made up of friendly people who get together to talk over a small part of the Bible or another 
Christian book and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake.   All of the groups are keen to welcome newcomers.
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09

April Services 
Sunday 14 April      10.30 Holy Communion        Negrondes
Good Friday 19th April 15:00  Stations of the Cross   Négrondes
Easter Sunday 21 April    10.30 Holy Communion       Chancelade
Sunday 28 April    10.30 Family Service             Negrondes
Note that our Easter Day Service is at Chancelade this year.

As I write this small article once again we are in the season of Lent.   A time of preparation for the great festival of Easter 
which lies ahead.   We can stop eating meat on Fridays and we can give up all the things we find fun, drink or chocolate 

whatever we really like.  The bottom line is to prepare ourselves by being kinder to our friends and people in general, being 
more patient, being prepared to listen to other people’s difficulties and to help those in need.  We must give more time to 
prayer and meditation.   

Early Christians felt that the importance of Easter called for special preparation.   The first mention of a 40 day period of 
fasting in preparation for Easter is found in the Canons of Nicaea (AD 325).   It is thought that the traditions may have 
grown from the early church practice of baptismal candidates undergoing a 40 day period of fasting in preparation for their 
baptism at Easter.   Eventually the season  evolved into a period of spiritual devotion for the whole church.   During the 
initial centuries the Lenten fast was very strict, but relaxed over time.

Mothering Sunday this year fell on 31 March.   As we had no service on this Sunday we celebrated this important day on 
Sunday 24 March at our Family Service and enjoyed a Bring and Share lunch  at the home of Elizabeth and Philip Brook.

Mothering Sunday falls on the fourth Sunday in Lent.   It was originally a time when people returned to the church in 
which they spent their childhood and where they were baptised.   Their Mother Church.   Families were reunited as adults 
returned to towns and villages of childhood.   It became the custom that young people working as servants in large estate 
houses were given a much needed holiday on this day to visit their mothers.   Their employers might give them cakes or 
old clothing to take as a present to mum.   In many ways a slightly sad day because the servants knew they would not walk 
the primrose lanes  again until the next year, Mothering Sunday is one of the loveliest festivals of the year, Mother Church 
looks after her children.

Are you good at making decisions? I’m ambivalent at times so sometimes can and sometimes can’t decide. The one thing I 
was very sure about was wanting to know more about christianity and faith . 

Flash Back !!
We moved south to Devon where we knew no one.  My husband had a bad back, broken in a car crash and supported by 
a steel and leather harness ! We had word there was a good osteopath near by so contacted him and made a rendez vous. 
John came to our home to treat him, every day he came for about  ½ hour, then one time his wife was with him, she and I 
got on like a house on fire, the 4 of us became great friends. Little did we know they were church goers. We became great 
friends and my man’s back got stronger and the harness was eventually thrown away.  Wonderful treatments and we later 
learnt lots of prayer as well.  I started to go to church with them, to Evensong, I loved the quiet, the liturgy spoke to me, 
singing and responses lifted me and gradually I wanted to know what made these folks the way they were: loving,  generous,  
helpful, so interested in us as individuals. After a period of time I realised that they had something I didn’t, and I knew it was 
something to do with GOD. I wanted a piece of whatever it was, I sat in my pew and wept. I was also going to the Mothers 
and Others Group, mums and babies run by the vicars wife.
A few days later I called to see the vicar and his wife came to the door, within minutes I had declared myself wanting Christ 
in my life. 
THE BEST DECISION I EVER MADE .
Be that person; come alongside someone; love them, care for them, share, without words, most of the time the love of Jesus.  
You may never know the effect it has but He is faithful and does not despise what small things we do but builds upon it with 
His holy spirit. I shall be forever grateful to those friends and I hope in some small way I too can pass on that love.
If you are wondering what faith is about  ask someone  and give it a chance , decide to follow Jesus, it will be the best decision 
you ever made.

With every blessing,   Elizabeth.
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Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac      

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Helen Raphael              05 53 47 78  93just off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  on D245 north-east of Agen Envals St Médard

Sunday  7 April 11 :00  Holy Communion    Doudrac  Rev’d LizMorris
Sunday 14 April 10 :30  Holy Communion    St Medard  Rev’d Liz Morris
Friday 19 April  14 :00  Stations of the Cross     Dondas   Rev’d Liz Morris
     14 :00   Prayers at the Cross     Doudrac   Rev’d B Bearcroft
Sunday 21 April 10:30    Easter Holy Communion  Dondas   Rev’d Liz Morris
     11:00  Easter Holy Communion   Doudrac  Rev’d Louise Courtney

Doudrac

On Sunday, 3rd March, Rev Liz Morris led our service of Holy Communion.  The theme of her message was, ‘Who is God?’ 
This led to further discussion amongst some members at a later date on not only ‘Who’, but ‘What and Where?’ There were 
42 attendees and 41 communicants.  

After the service, coffee was served at the back of the church before we had our Local Annual Meeting, during which time, 
those committee members whose length of service had finished, were re-elected. There was also collection of electoral role 
forms for the chaplaincy. 

Those who were present at the LAM, had lunch together in the Salles des Fetes catching up with each other’s news and 
visiting the bookstall manned by John MacLeod.

A good number of gifts of baby food and toiletries for babies and young children were donated to be distributed by Restos 
du Coeur, which is one of Doudrac’s chosen charities.

Ash Wednesday followed a few days later.  The Rev Louise Courtney led our service of Imposition of Ashes and Holy 
Comunion. There were 17 present who all received communion.

Our next service of Holy Communion at Doudrac will be on 7th April at 11am.  The service will be led by Rev Liz Morris. 
There will be a retiring collection for the Bishops Lent Appeal.  

Aid from the Emergency Fund has been sent for victims of the disaster in Mozambique.

Fund raising    

Chili night at Montauriol.

On Friday evening, 15th March, members from various churches invited 
their friends to enjoy a Beetle Drive organized by Tina and David at their 
home. Half way through the evening, nearly forty of us sat to enjoy a chili 
supper cooked by David and Liz Rolfe and a selection of desserts provided 
by others. The evening finished on a high with a good number of raffle 
prizes being won and a bottle of champagne given to John MacLeod, 
the winner of the Beetle Drive. Thanks to those who made it such a 
memorable evening.

The evening made 490 
euros which will be split 
between Eymet Temple 
and Doudrac for fund 
raising projects and    
chaplaincy funds. 

The winner receives his prize!

Plates empty - ready to play again!
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Charity book sale with tea and cakes

What a delightful afternoon!  
People were coming and going on the afternoon of 20th March at the home 
of Christine and John MacLeod, who together organized second hand 
books for sale around their home, and tea and coffee in the kitchen with a 
delicious assortment of cakes and cookies to tempt every palate.  
The event was in aid of Chaplaincy funds.

Dondas
Morning Worship on Sunday, 17 March was led by John Errey, who is Reader at St Andrew’s, Pau.   Normally for Morning 
Worship our singing is a cappella but not only did we have the luxury of hymn books which John had brought with him but 
they also brought their CD system, ably operated by John’s wife Joy.  John preached on the readings for the day, drawing an 
analogy between Abraham and Paul and the importance to them of faith and trust.

Next month Revd Liz Morris will be leading us in the Stations of the Cross at 2.00pm on Good Friday, 19 April and will also 
be celebrating our eucharist for Easter Day at 10.30am on 21 April.

Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Jill Little   05 53 28 36 15 
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

April Services
Sunday 07 April   10:30  Prayer & Praise    Anne Penfold
Sunday 14 April   10:30  Palm Sunday Holy Communion  Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft
Thursday 18 April  10:30  Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Rev’d Tony Lomas
Saturday 20th April   18.00  Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil  Rev’d Tony Lomas.
Sunday 21 April   10:30  Easter Holy Communion  Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft
Sunday 28 April   10:30  Holy Communion    Rev’d Barrie Green 
          (followed by a bring and share lunch)

John Dix RIP
It is with great sadness for so many of us that we report that John Dix passed away on March 17th. He will be remembered 
by many for all his activities and support of his wife, Jean, while she acted as Congregational Worship Leader and later, 
during her illness. Although John and Jean were unable to remain at home and moved in September last year to the Maison 
de Retraite at St Alvere, John did enjoy his time there with his computer, music centre, television and telephone. It was 
only in the last few weeks of his life that he became really poorly.  Those of us who visited regularly will miss seeing his 
smiling face but will of course continue to visit Jean who remains there.

Our Local Annual Meeting was held just after the deadline for the previous issue of Spreading the Word. We are grateful 
to Tony for leading our service that day and then chairing our meeting which went well with no contentious issues!  We 
are extremely pleased to report that Jill Little has been elected as Warden in place of Gill Sweetman who has resigned this 
post having done two stints at that job and felt that was enough!  We wish Jill (with a J!) well in her new role and thank Gill 
(with a G!) for her past service.  Tim Heathfield was elected onto the committee as a new member and we hope he enjoys 
his time being more involved with the church’s life.  Other posts remained as before.
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Easter services
We are very happy to be able to welcome Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft to lead both 
our Palm Sunday and Easter Day services.  We are also having a Maundy Thursday 
Holy Communion service at 10.30am and a prayer vigil on Holy Saturday at 6pm, 
both services very kindly led by Rev’d Tony Lomas.  To honour the end of Lent 
we are planning to meet for a meal after the Easter Sunday service. More details 
of this will be sent out as soon as they are known.

New Style Service
David Albrecht took our first new style prayer and praise service on the 3rd 
March.  We used a screen and projector which meant we didn’t have to print a 
service sheet - our first step to making our church greener.  We also removed 
some of the chairs and placed them so that they were facing the screen but this 
was one of the things which was not so popular with the congregation.  Our plan 
is to continue with a more modern style of service once a month for the next few 
months to get an idea on its popularity and to try and attract newcomers to our 
church.

Social events
Unfortunately we had to postpone our puzzle and pasta evening and this is now going to be held on the 12th June probably 

at a new venue.

Anne Penfold has kindly offered to run a Come Dine with Me at her house on the 10th of April 
on the theme of Island Hopping so this should be a fun event to raise money for our charities. 
There are still some places available so contact Ian Strachan if you would like to join in - ian.
strachan24@gmail.com 

A mens breakfast is also in the pipeline too kindly organised by Tim Heathfield.

Other events coming over over the next few months include a ceilidh 
which we are running in conjunction with Sainte Nathelene in early May and a jazz evening 
with Bramwell in July.  

New venues
We are trying out some new Salles des Fetes  for our social events as we try and find the most 
economical and suitable venues for our outreach events.   Once we find a suitable location we 
can start to use it on a more regular basis.

Resto du Coeur
On Friday March 9th, Tim and Linda Heathfield and I volunteered at the Siorac 
Carrefour, to help collect goods for the Resto du Coeur national collection throughout 
France. It was meaningful for us to represent our church at this national event, and a 
good chance to learn more about the organisation. We made a good team, with Linda 
packing the food, and Tim joking with the shoppers. Shoppers made comments such 
as, "We've all been there, haven't we?", "I currently benefit from Resto du Coeur", or 
"I'm planning to come and sign up for benefits this week", "Since I have become a 
widow, I am having a hard time making ends meet, but I still want to donate", etc. 
The Le Bugue centre would like to extend heartfelt thanks for our church's generous 
donations over the past few months. Please continue donating throughout the 

summer, as provisions are now provided year-round, due to the increased need. Families who receive benefits in the 
summer are on the lower end of the income threshold.  
Currently the Le Bugue Resto du Coeur serves many people living on their own, so they have asked for small tins, and 
1-portion meals. Please remember to purchase some extra items during your weekly shopping trip. If you bring a bag of 
food with you to church, I can then take it to the Resto du Coeur. Or, if you would prefer to donate funds for a shopping 
trip, this is also possible, just let me know. 

        - Amy Owensmith, midnightshadow13@gmail.com
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Bordeaux   

CW    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson               05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Nellie Salvi                     05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78
ML    Heather Gardiner         07 87 71 92 52  
PC     Christine Rychlewski   06 81 85 72 97

April Services
Services will be at 15.30 Chapel of Le Grand Bon Pasteur, Rue de L’École Normale 33200 Bordeaux - Except for 
Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday, when they will be at Eglise St Pierre, Place St Pierre, 33000 Bordeaux 

Sunday 7th April   15.30  Family Communion    Revd Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 14th April    15.30 Palm Sunday All Age Worship  Revd Charlotte Sullivan
Maundy Thursday 18 April  18.00 Holy Communion     Revd Charlotte Sullivan   EGLISE ST PIERRE
Easter Sunday 21 April  10.30  Holy communion     Revd Charlotte Sullivan  EGLISE ST PIERRE
 No afternoon service at Chapel of Le Grand Bon Pasteur
Sunday 28 April    15.30 All Age Worship     Revd Charlotte Sullivan

aud and Rhian Foreau

Anniversaries are for celebrating! 
Ordination plus one: It's hard to believe that a whole year has gone by since Charlotte 
Sullivan was ordained as a priest in the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine by Bishop Robert. 
Much has transpired since then (much strength has been received from the good Lord) 
and the Bordeaux Church is all the richer having Charlotte at the helm. A multinational 
congregation celebrated the one 
year anniversary at the 17th March 
afternoon service with a few small 
tokens of their appreciation. Thanks 

too to Christine who even 
provided sweet biscuits 
with a "1" plus Charlotte's 
initials on each, using 
green icing ... St Patrick's 
Day oblige.
           Lindsay Megraud

Ash Wednesday 2019 -  6th March 
Celebrated by Rev'd. Charlotte Sullivan in the Church of Saint Peter in the very heart of Old Bordeaux
In the quiet of this rather splendid church, we came together in preparation for our Lenten journey.
Charlotte lead us by reminding us that we were taken from dust and that we shall return to the earth; dust we are, just like 
the ashes from last years Palm Crosses. Yet, God saw that all He made was good!
Charlotte also reminded us of the words of Martin Luther that we were both saints and sinners, and that, as we embark on 
following Christ in His passion, by earnestly and humbly repenting of all our sins at the foot of the Cross of Jesus and by 
receiving His absolution, we are in truth His saints through His gift of Salvation and the very sinners our Saviour died for 
on the Cross.
It seemed very appropriate that, although the lights worked upon arrival, they then went off and all efforts made to bring 
light to our surroundings were in vain. The Altar was dimly lit and the heating lamps came on, which provided a certain, 
awesome glow and made our worship all the more poignant. Demonstrating the need to come out of the darkness of our 
sins into His Light.
After Ashing and Communion we quietly dispersed back into the world out there.... to spread the Good News! 

Nellie Salvi
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Bordeaux Church charity associations. 
As we receive freely from the Lord, so we are expected to give 
freely - of our time, our talent, and our hearts. For several years the 
Bordeaux Church has been supporting the Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand 
helping the needy in downtown Bordeaux and Emmaüs Gironde also 
reaching out to the homeless and needy. For 2019 we shall continue 
supporting the Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand with gifts of clothes, food, 
school materials, and financial donations, and we are very pleased to 
announce our support to a relatively new association La Maison de 
Marie. 

Rhian Foreau is familiar with La Maison de Marie. A completely 
volunteer association committed to caring for the homeless, they 
began by providing soup on a regular basis. In 2006 the Mairie de 
Bordeaux, convinced by the efficiency of their work, offered them the 
use of the old Presbytery of the Eglise Saint Martial. 

You may help La Maison de Marie in 3 ways: 1) donations (clothes, 
furniture, bicycles, school materials which the association can pick 
up OR financial donations which are tax-deductible), 2) serving the 
community in practical ways: welcome, helping with job hunting, 
picking up items, etc.)  and 3) prayer, both individually and collectively 
as a church. Their website: https://www.lamaisondemarie.net

You may contact Lindsay Mégraud (lmegraud@gmail.com, 05 56 96 44 17) or Rhian Foreau (rhian.foreau@gmail.com) for more 
information concerning either of our local charities which have been included under the Chaplaincy’s list of Chap-Aid 
charities.                                                                                         
                                             Lindsay Megrand

Dedication of a Restaurant
Opening a new business is a cause for celebration. The son-in Law and daughter of Nellie and John Salvi and their business 
partner have opened a New Restaurant  - L’Arthémy in Blanzac-Porcheresse. Charlotte was asked to lead a Blessing of this 
restaurant and so a posse (13 in all) drove from the Bordeaux area in gorgeous weather to share in this moment and to enjoy 
a truly wonderful lunch in  lovely premises in the heart of the village opposite the Church. Our good wishes and prayers for 
the success of this new venture go to Victor and Fiona Vallantin-Dulac, Xavier and Benjamin.

            Heather Gardiner

Nellie with Victor and Xavier

Yum, yum!!
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The Gathering, Le Mouret, Condom, Gers
Sunday 07 April - 10:30 The Gathering Meeting 
Sunday 21 April  - 11:00 Easter Gathering meeting 

Eymet Temple
April Services
Sunday 07 April - 10:30 Fresh Expressions
Sunday 14 April - 10:30 Fresh Expressions
Sunday 21 April - 10:30 Fresh Expressions
Sunday 28 April - 10:30 Fresh Expressions

Faith Encounters’ - Bringing about the Change
This 6 week Faith Encounter Course is about changing lives as explored through sport and political change with a 
Christian life perspective.
Tuesday evenings, 19:00 - 20:30, 32 Rue de Cogulot, Saumet, Eymet (24500)
2nd April - Running the race
For more information, please contact Julia and Allan Petchey: 05 53 74 92 07, priere.eymet@gmail.com

THE CROSSROAD

Sometimes a road in life will pass through 
One fine point where motion, thought and being

Lie suspended in a momentary stillness,
Waiting. 

It’s where life makes a sudden, unexpected shift
And from the crossroad we become forever changed. 

The road that I was travelling once, I feared.
Dark tunnels threw enmeshed, constricting snares,

And  light-denying shadows boldly jeered
As snarling, threatening thoughts enfolded me.

I was alone, no guidebook or a light.
Where was I going, why did I feel such fright?

My path came to a church, and by the wall, 
A crucifix, our Lord, so cruelly pierced,

His wounded head, and outstretched arms withal,
His broken body, bleeding pinioned feet

Created with the oaken edifice
A crossroad formed by God’s own sacrifice.

And in that fragile, small epiphany,
For one brief minute, or eternity,

He changed the road I’d go, the way I’d be.
He was the Guide, His light had made me see

His glorious Resurrection victory -
Amazing grace, made manifest for me.

© jennifer gray 2005
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan  05 56 40 05 12    06 83 08 59 67   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 0788 966018    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Hazel Door  rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr 06 74 72 89 05
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau:  Revd Robert Dennis  http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html


