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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, JUNE 2019
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

Chancelade

Limeuil

SUNDAY 02 JUNE
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 The Gathering meeting – Le Mouret, Condom
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion – Ste Nathalène
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur
18:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée

9 JUNE

10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux, Eglise Saint Pierre
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion – Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom, Chapel ND

WEDNESDAY 12 JUNE
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 16 JUNE
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion – Dondas
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Morning Worship – Limeuil
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer – Monteton
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur

THURSDAY 20 JUNE
10:30 BCP Holy Communion - Limeuil

SUNDAY 23 JUNE
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes
10:30 Holy Communion – Saint Médard, Lot et Garonne 
(Clermont Dessous)
15:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur

THURSDAY 27 JUNE
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom, Chapel ND

SUNDAY 30 JUNE
10:30 Special Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Protestant Communion – Eymet Temple
10:30 Special Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Service of Thanksgiving for Pets – Monteton
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux, Grand Bon Pasteur
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From your Editor

Time to enjoy some 
of that sunshine that 
has finally arrived to 
stay (we hope!). 
I’ve been doing a 
lot of singing  lately 
with two concerts in May and I hope 
to be at one of the concerts to hear 
the UCLAN choir who are so great.  
Do go if you have the opportunity.
And there are plenty more events  to 
enjoy - just check out the list on page
12.

Love Gill

Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

What are you like at waiting? 
Airport Queues

Waiting at the cash-out 

Train Delayed 

Queuing in road works

Waiting at the Window 

Waiting is something that 
generally we are not very 

good at. We don’t want to wait; we 
want things now. And waiting can 
seem very negative. 

The Easter season seems to include 
a lot of waiting. We sit through 
Lent, waiting for Easter, reminding 
ourselves of the time Jesus spent in 
the desert, waiting to begin his full 
time ministry.

We have the waiting between Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday as we 
remember the crucifixion and wait 
to celebrate the resurrection.        

Now, in the Christian calendar we 
are in another period of waiting. 
In the reading for Ascension Day, 
the disciples are told ‘to stay in the 
city until you are clothed with power 
from on high’ (Luke 24.49) – waiting 
for the gift of God’s Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost.

Yet maybe there are times when 
waiting is actually a positive thing.

There are many references in 
the Bible, particularly in the Old 
Testament, of people facing all kinds 
of crises, who were prepared to wait 
on God.

In Psalm 40 we are told, ‘I waited 
patiently for the Lord, then he inclined 
to me and heard my cry.’ And in 
Isaiah 40.31, ‘They who wait for the 
Lord shall renew their strength.’ 

We too have difficult times to face in 
our lives, and this is where the idea 
of waiting comes in. Sometimes the 
only thing we can do in a storm is 
just to stay put and wait for it to pass. 
And waiting implies trust in God.

There was a Scottish minister on 
holiday in Interlaken, and he was 
impressed at the great view of the 
Jungfrau towering overhead. The day 
after his arrival the mist and clouds 
came down and the mountain was 
hidden. For a few days it couldn’t 
be seen, and disappointed tourists 
on day trips arrived and went away 
again, without a sight of the Jungfrau. 
They would gaze up. It wasn’t there.

But the minister knew it was there, 
not just because others said it was, 
but because he had seen it and he 
knew it was real. He waited, and he 
knew it was only a matter of time 
before the weather changed and the 
mountain would be clear again.

Likewise, there may be times when 
God seems to be obscured from 
view, times when we feel he is remote 
from us, when the clouds come 
down and surround us. Our faith 
seems dim, even though we know – 
at least in our heads – that God will 
never abandon us, give up on us. 
Maybe, the only thing we can do is 
just hold on and wait, wait for things 
to become clearer, and to trust God 
for what is to come, even when we 
cannot see the future.

For the disciples there was a waiting 
period, a void in their lives, until 
the arrival of the promised Holy 
Spirit. And on the Day of Pentecost 
the Spirit was poured out, to equip 
them for all they were to do. It was 
this power that would sustain them 

through all they faced. It was this 
power that would assure them of 
the reality of the presence of God. 
It was this power that would make 
it possible for them to go out and 
preach the good news of Jesus Christ. 

They waited and trusted God to 
supply their needs. May we learn to 
do the same. God hasn’t changed. 
His call to us is the same. God has 
promised to give us the support and 
strength we need, to clothe us with 
power from on high to live our lives 
and all that we need for the journey 
ahead. 

                                    Sheila Marshall
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Easter  Reflections

Lent, Holy Week, Good Friday, 
The Crucifixion and The 

Resurrection - these momentous 
“événements” are now behind us 
and we await the Ascension  of our 
Lord followed by Pentecost when we 
receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 

One writer said “to be a Christian 
means to have this power.”

I have had a thoroughly fulfilling 
experience of all the above.

First, the Lent Course which took 
place in The Upper Room, Bertric 
Buree, over  which Rosemary 
Robinson presided, was very 
satisfying. A small intimate and very 
vocal group met weekly and were 
able to express thoughts and feelings  
freely in a conducive atmosphere. 

I attended an Ecumenical meeting, 
prior to Holy Week, in Chalais. Again, 
a free exchange of sentiments and 
ideas in French  took place. At this 
meeting information was given about 
the forthcoming  “Chemin de Croix” 
on Good Friday.. This commenced 
in St. Christophe’s Church, Chalais. 
Père Joseph spoke a few words before 
shouldering the Cross and led us, the 
pilgrims, through the town stopping 
appropriately at the 14 Stations 
where someone read a passage from 
the Scriptures.

As we followed we sang two or 
three songs with very moving words 
from a printed sheet, supported 
by an accompaniment. Our final 
destination was La Chapelle where 
we celebrated a Catholic Mass which 
included The Veneration of the Cross 
performed by the Priest. This was 
a very long service with a dialogue  
between two people which I found 
very thought provoking.

On Easter Sunday I attended a lovely 
Easter Day service at Chancelade, 
Holy Communion celebrated and 
presided by the Venerable Chris 
Sims. In the evening a wonderful 
Songs of Praise came from Jerusalem, 
presented by Aled Jones. As I have 
visited Israel which included several 

days in Jerusalem many of the sites 
on view were familiar. These included 
The Garden Tomb discovered, 
it is said, by General Gordon of 
Khartoum, but the professor of 
Biblical Studies in Edinburgh said 
during the programme there is no 
evidence that this was Christ’s resting 
place as it comes from a much later 
century.

After Songs of Praise -  and to 
my delight - I found a film - 
“The Jesus Film”  on The God  
Channel, similar to other films 
about  the life of Christ.Later 
on that  evening on Channel 4 I 
discovered another film “Risen”. 
This was absorbing and gave 
an account of a high-ranking 
Roman officer, a Tribune, who 
was  assigned to find the body of 
Christ. In his search he ends up in the 
Upper Room where the disciples are 
gathered, and hears the unnerving 
news, received from various sources, 
that Jesus is alive. So he follows the 
disciples to Galilee, as Jesus had 
instructed.There on the beach while 
Peter and others go fishing & haul 
in a huge number of fish, he comes 
face to face with the risen Jesus & 
the ensuing conversation has a life-
changing encounter on him.

In the May issue of this magazine. 
the ML reporting from Chancelade  
says  and I quote: “How can we we 
begin to know how He felt that day, 
and all for us............” 

I too always wonder how indeed. 
Sturgeon said “His Majestic 
Energy carried Him through”. In 
Songs of Praise on Palm Sunday, 
again presented by Aled Jones 
from Jerusalem, a singer whose 
name escapes me sang the song 
‘Gethsemane’ from “Jesus Christ 
Super star”. Having obtained 
the words from the internet., I 
feel Lloyd Webber has written a 
wonderfully imaginative  expression 
of the thoughts which might have 
passed through Jesus’ mind as He 
anticipated the horror of what lay 
ahead. In his book The Genesis 
Factor, the Messianic Evangelist 

Yacov Rambsel  descibes Christ’s 
sacrifice as “ the highest price heaven 
could afford” for our Salvation. As a 
reward for His amazing  courage and 
singleness of purpose “God  hath 
highly exalted Him and given Him 
a name which is above every name 
that at the name of Jesus every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess 
Him Lord.” (Philippians Chapter 2 
vv 9-11 )

As  I  thought about the  Agony in 
the Garden, it reminded  me of  
Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. 
On that occasion the devil tried to 
persuade Jesus to perform some 
extraordinary feat and worship him, 
the devil, who would give Jesus 
domination of the world. In the 
Garden I thought, surely Satan again 
is trying to dissuade Jesus from self-
sacrifice which would be a life-saving 
act for the entire world which would 
thus cancel Satan’s power.

Several authors who discuss 
eschatology -The End Times - 
mention Satan’s plan is to prevent 
the return of the Jewish people 
from returning to the Holy Land 
and to prevent the final conflict at 
Armageddon, in that area. This will 
result in Christ’s victory over Satan 
for ever.

Elizabeth Falkner

 Jesus Christ Superstar – 
Gethsemane (I Only Want To Say) 
lyrics
https://www.allthelyrics.com/
lyrics/jesus_christ_superstar_
soundtrack_200000/gethsemane_i_
only_want_to_say-lyrics-63876.
html
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Did you know....
Between 1739 
and 1745 John 
and Charles 
Wesley, founders 
of the Methodist 
movement, had 
written and 
published many 
hymns on the 
Holy Spirit. 
In 1746 they 
determined to 
greatly expand 
the number of hymns for the Day 
of Pentecost available to their own 
people. The results was a book 
entitled: Hymns of Petition and 
Thanksgiving for the Promise of the 
Father (1746). 
There are 32 hymns in the collection 
but they don’t seem to be included in 
any modern hymn books.

John Wesley’s 
Rules for 
Singing (1761)

1. Sing all. See that 
you join with the 
congregation as 
frequently as you can. Let not a slight 
degree of weakness or weariness 
hinder you. If it is a cross to you, take 
it up and you will find a blessing.

2. Sing lustily, and with a good 
courage. Beware of singing as if you 
were half dead, or half asleep; but lift 
up your voice with strength. Be no 
more afraid of your voice now, nor 
more ashamed of it being heard, then 
when you sing the songs of Satan.

3. Sing modestly. Do not bawl, as to 
be heard above, or distinct from, the 
rest of the congregation, that you 
may not destroy the harmony; but 
strive to unite your voices together, 
so as to make one clear melodious 
sound.

4. Sing in time. Whatever time is 
sung, be sure to keep with it. Do not 
run before, not stay behind it; but 
attend closely to the leading voices, 
and move therewith as exactly as you 
can. And take care you sing not too 
slow. This drawling way naturally 
steals on all who are lazy; and it is 
high time to drive it out from among 
us, and sing all our tunes just as 
quick as we did at first.

5. Above all, sing spiritually. Have an 
eye to God in every word you sing. 
Aim at pleasing Him more than 
yourself, or any other creature. In 
order to do this, attend strictly to 
the sense of what you sing, and see 
that your heart is not carried away 
with the sound, but offered to God 
continually; so shall your singing be 
such as the Lord will approve of here, 
and reward when he cometh in the 
clouds of heaven.

Ed: Having enjoyed a recent service 
at Limeuil where we all raised the 
roof with Wesley’s ‘And Can it Be’, it 
reminded of the above!

Pentecost
E x t r a c t 
from an 
a d d r e s s 
given to 
the World 

Council of Churches in 1968 by 
Metropolitan Ignatius of Latakia

Without the Holy Spirit, God is 
far away, Christ stays in the 

past, the Gospel is a dead letter, the 
Church is simply an organisation, 
authority a matter of domination, 
mission a matter of propaganda, 
liturgy is only nostalgia, and 
Christian living a slave morality.
But with the Holy Spirit, God is 
with us, the universe is resurrected 
and groans with the birth pangs of 
the kingdom, the risen Christ is 
here, the Gospel is a living force, 
the Church is a communion in the 
life of the Trinity— the body of the 
living Christ— authority is a service 
that liberates people, mission is 
Pentecost, the liturgy is memory and 
anticipation, and human action is 
God’s work in the world.”

A Prayer for Pentecost

We light a candle, 
and enjoy the flickering light,
the fragrance 
and warmth it creates. 
But without the spark that ignites, 
there will be no flame. 
Without the wax, 
the source of power, 
the wick will not burn. 
Without the flame, 
there will be no fragrance, 
no warmth, no light.
And so with us, Lord.
You are the catalyst that ignites us, 
and the fuel that sustains us. 
You fill us with your fragrance 
as you enter our lives.
You empower us 
to carry your flame in our hearts,
to be the fragrance, warmth, 
and light of your love, 
in this dark world.
Amen

(Illustration: a page from the Gospel 
Lectionary portion of the Bamberg 

Apocalypse)
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Cooking in June 
       with Frances Pengelly

The pungent smell of basil picked 
in full sun, floats through most 

kitchens during the summer months.   
Known for its secular and religious 
connections it has affected the lives 
of millions of people.   

In India basil (ocimum basilicum) 
is known as a plant of great sanctity.   
It is a sacred herb, many oaths were 
sworn in courts of law on it.   Most 
Indian homes had their personal 
basil bush and often the house was 
built where the herb once grew.   

The Greek Orthodox Church still  
decorates its altars with it and still 
uses it in the preparation of holy 
water.   On l4 September, the Day 
of the Cross, Greeks wear it in their 
hats.   The Romans were growing it at 
the time of the Caesars, it was a herb 
of fertility.   In order to flourish, fair 
maidens tended it.   

In Tudor times small pots of basil 
were often given to guests as a sign 
of welcome.   Italians used it as a love 
token.   If a man gave you a sprig 
of basil you would fall in love with 
him.   Egyptian women strewed the 
spicy and refreshing leaves over the 
floors of tombs.   Alas in Crete it was 

believed to be a herb from the devil.   
Brought to Europe by spice traders 
the first recipe appeared in a l4th 
century French manuscript – it was 
for green pickle!

I find basil quite difficult to grow.   
There is always a sunny space for it in 
my herb garden but I think it prefers 
a pot.   Nip out the flower buds and 
you will have basil until late autumn.   
It has great affinity to tomatoes and 
instantly perks up salads and soups.   

For pasta dishes pesto sauce is a 
summer ̀ must have`.   To 2 or 3 garlic 
cloves and a handful of pine kernels 
add a good bunch of basil and blitz 
until smooth.   Add 2tbs olive oil 
and 2tbs parmesan cheese, mix well.   
Try this variation on pesto, blitz 75g 
blanched almonds which have been 
coloured in a frying pan;  5 peeled 
garlic cloves;  5 deseeded tomatoes 
and a bunch of basil leaves.   When 
smooth whisk in 50ml olive oil and 
season.   Mayonnaise can be made 
very interesting by pounding and 
adding pistachio nuts, pine kernels 
and basil.   Or make basil oil by 
blitzing l20g leaves with l50g olive 
oil.   

I`m finding I have lettuce galore 
these days so I think soup is a good 
idea.   Shred a lettuce very small and 
sauté in butter with a sliced onion.   
Add a little flour and milk and blitz.   
Rewarm,  add an egg yolk, cream 
and seasoning.   Comfort food!

Some people find that endless olive 
oil in dressings doesn`t suit them so 
here are a couple of recipes without 
it.  1dsp mustard;  ½ small cup sugar;  
½ cup milk;  ½ cup vinegar.  2 beaten 
eggs.   Mix together dry ingredients 
and add eggs, milk and vinegar.   
Melt a knob of butter in a double 
pan and add all ingredients.   It may 
curdle at first but just keep stirring 
until thick, season.   

For the second dressing, mix 
together 1tsp mustard;  1tsp sugar;  
1tsp tarragon vinegar;  ½ garlic clove 
crushed;  a hard boiled egg yolk;  a 
cup of cream.   Keep this dressing 
very cold and use the chopped egg 
white on your salad.

Don’t forget!

  Articles for this 
magazine are always

 very welcome!
Please ensure 
you send to: 

bobgillsweetman24@
gmail.com

Deadline for next issue 
is 20th of June 2019.

Gill is looking 
forward to some 
new articles from 

you!!
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SYNOD 2019

There was a new location this year for Synod as six of us 
travelled to Lyon to stay at Domaine Lyon St Joseph a hotel 

that would be accommodating over 80 Synod Representatives and 
Clergy to share stories of mission and ministry, being energised 
and encouraged by our speakers and workshop leaders.  The 
Chaplain and Charlotte made up our Clergy contingent with 
David Albrecht, Shelia Marshall, myself and our new Synod 
Representative Tina Marshall. 

Apart from the location being changed this year so was the 
timetable as instead of three days at Synod, the content was 
crammed into two days. This was the response to those who 
had asked for Synod to become more “business focussed” and 
a meeting place more easily accessible from all parts of France, 
instead of the long drive by some members to St Jacut de Mer in 
Brittany.  

Having all arrived for Registration at 5pm, the Introduction and welcome to Synod by our Archdeacon Meurig was to 
say a little depressing, when he spoke of some Chaplaincies throughout the Diocese being rather hostile and rude to new 
Chaplains that have recently taken up their posts. He informed members that even if people have grievances, there are ways 
in which to reiterate their points of view, without resorting to knee-jerk emails and social media for everyone to read. 

The Synod Eucharist was led by the Archdeacon and our Chaplain Tony (who had been promoted to Canon on the pew 
sheet!!) in the beautiful chapel situated within the hotel.  Dinner was most welcome at 7pm and this was followed by a 
session on Communications by the new Diocese Director of Communications Damian Thwaites who is also responsible for 
liaison with the European Institutions. 

Damian spoke of his appointment last October when Bishop Robert had asked him to focus on Brexit and how to 
communicate on it across the Diocese.  The fact is of course is that by now the UK should have left on the 29th March 2019!!!  
He spoke of five Priorities ranging from Visible…A Church near You:   Projected:  Diocesan Website….Attractive: Telling 
the story of the Diocese:  Engaged:  Chaplaincies needs:   Focused:  What do we communicate and how?

It had been a long day so rest was needed! 

Friday morning started with Morning Prayer followed by Breakfast, then Bible Study from Brother Matthew who had been 
a member of the Taize Community since 1986.  He chose a passage from the Book of Matthew and within workshops we had 
to reflect on various questions posed. Brother Matthew was a quiet mild mannered man who travelled regularly to Sweden, 
Russia and Australia (where his siblings live), leading retreats and gatherings for young adults. 

Matthew Lodge a Minister at the British Embassy was invited once again to Synod to talk about updates on Brexit. Matthew 
reiterated, as he did last year, that we all need to apply for a Carte Sejour to safeguard our residency rights.  Matthew also 
suggested that we update ourselves on their website, in relation to passports and driving licences. The morning session 
finished with two ladies from the Safeguarding Unit in the Diocese who informed members that there are now eight trainers 
in France, that a number of cases are still being investigated and that further courses will be available in the future. 

Friday afternoon saw 4 different workshops being held on Safeguarding, Social Media and Communications, Welcoming 
the Stranger, and GDPR one year on.  All Synod members found them very informative and they were followed by Meetings 
in the House of Laity and Clergy, Evening Prayer and Dinner. Saturday morning started at 7pm for Breakfast and Morning 
Prayer followed by the second Bible Study Group with Brother Matthew.  Synod was then introduced to the new Diocesan 
Secretary who was appointed in January this year.  Andrew Caspari had previously worked as a journalist at the BBC and 
held senior lay roles at his church in St Martin-in-the-Fields, Central London.  Andrew spoke of the needs of the Diocese 
and how 98% of Chaplaincies had contributed to the new Common Fund increases. 

It had been a very business focused Synod, and it was only when loading the suitcases in the car to go home, that I realised 
we had not had much “fresh air” or free time, with many people missing the beautiful surroundings of the Abbey at St Jacut 
de Mer:   It was with delight that the Archdeacon announced that we will be returning there in 2020. 

Sally Davies
You can see some more photos on page 11.
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The highly 
anticipated annual 
tour of the award-
winning UCLAN 
CHOIR is going to 
be a special week 
with the choir's 
return to Bordeaux 

as well as their usual concerts in the Lot 
and Garonne and Dordogne area.
Mark the dates in your diary to avoid 
disappointment.....
Friday 31st May    19 30 Concert of 
sacred and classical music in Dévillac 
church (near Villeréal 47)
Saturday 1st June  19 30 Concert of 
popular, swing and classical music 
under the market hall in Villeréal (47)                               
(Also look out for the choir in the Villeréal 
market in the morning....!)
Sunday 2nd June 11 00 am Holy 
Communion service with choir 
participation Doudrac Church (near 
Villeréal 47) 
 16 00 Concert of sacred and classical 
music in the Abbey St Avit Sénieur 
(Dordogne)
There is no entry charge for any of the 
concerts but donations are welcome.....
For more details please contact  
jenniferbearcroft@hotmail.com   07 88 96 
60 18/ 06 73 77 31 48

British Community 
Committee of France 

The British Embassy and Consular 
Services are holding various outreach 
events around France to inform and 
keep up to date  UK nationals living 
in France on their resident rights 
and how these might change when 
(if !) the UK leaves the EU. 

You can find out more information 
here:
gov.uk/living-in-france
This website has lots of information 
on many topics relevant to those of 
us resident in France.
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Time to 
smile......

Félibrée is an annual celebration 
that was unknown to us when 

we first came to France.

We had noticed on previous holiday 
visits the swathes of  bunting 
hanging from trees and between 
houses but had no idea why they 
were there. But once we were living 
in the Dordogne permanently, Jack 
and I found out the reason for all 
the decorations. 

Our first encounter with a Felibrée 
was at St. Pardoux-la-Riviere in 
2004.

The poem I wrote about it at that 
time was pretty awful, so I have had 
a go at modifying it by inserting 
some of the better bits, and 
depending on prose for the rest of 
the description of a perfect day out. 

St. Pardoux la Riviere 
Festooned and bright 
Like a typical fair 
In the  warm, soft air.
We were told that the purpose of 
this event was to celebrate the past 
in this part of France; and that 
included the way of life, the arts 
and crafts, and of course, the use 
of the Occitan language, the root of 
this part of French history.

Shoe makers, lacemakers,
Weavers so proud
All of them showing
Their wares to the crowd.
Bagpipers, fiddlers
Accordions press'd
Hurdy-gurdys and dancers
And prancers, who guessed
That already this day would be
One of the best.
Banners and bunting
Bonnets of straw
Flowers and flowerpots
Vessels galore
Large pewter vases 
All over the floor.
In my usual cantankerous way, 
and feeling rather tired and hot, I 
began to question why we need to 
remember things from the past. 

Why do we still want to know about 
the Occitan language? Or Welsh, 
or Gaelic, or any other tongue no 
longer spoken by most of us?

Now we can buy better things from 
the market, made by machinery, 
very much cheaper, sent to us  
mainly from the people of China. We 
have sanitation and schooling; our 
doctors can cure us with antibiotics, 
analgesics, diuretics, and little pink 
pills, contraceptives to stop our 
unwanted fertility; and potions that 
make us live long healthy lives.

We never feel cold or hungry now.
So why do we celebrate? What is so 
good about the past?  Well, think.

Where are our roots? 
Where are our friends? 
Where is the care of our next-door 
neighbour?
Where is  the happiness, the great 
satisfaction of making things all by 
ourselves?
The assembly-line is no substitute, 
nor collecting the dole-money:  
(social (in)security).
Our folk-singing, community 
concerts have turned into 
cacophonies produced by wall-hung 
loudspeakers, synthesised music, 
deafening tuneless tunes, inaudible 
words, noise and dust everywhere.

Give me the past after all - I feel 
cheated by the present!

(Enjoy your Felibree this year!) 

© jennifer gray 2016

Ed: Perigueux is hosting the 100th 
Félibrée in 2019 so do go and enjoy!

Timmy didn’t want to put his money 
in the offering plate Sunday morning, 
so his mother decided to use some 
hurried creative reasoning with him.

“You don’t want that money, honey,” 
she whispered in his ear. “Quick! 
Drop it in the plate. It’s tainted!”

Horrified, the little boy obeyed.

After a few seconds he whispered, 
“But, mommy, why was the money 
tainted? Was it dirty?

“Oh, no dear,” she replied. “It’s not 
really dirty. It just ‘taint yours, and it 
‘taint mine,” she replied. “It’s God’s.”

                         * * * * *

Mrs. Smartt was fumbling in her 
purse for her offering when a large 
television remote fell out and 
clattered into the aisle.

The curious usher bent over to 
retrieve it for her and whispered, “Do 
you always carry your TV remote to 
church?”

“No,” she replied, “but my husband 
refused to come with me this 
morning, and I figured this was the 
most evil thing I could do to him 
legally.”

                        * * * * *

The frugal Lutheran walked into the 
house panting and almost completely 
exhausted. “What happened, 
honey?” inquired his wife.

“It’s a great new idea I have to be a 
better steward of our resources,” he 
gasped. “I ran all the way home from 
the stewardship committee meeting 
behind the bus and saved $1.50.

“That wasn’t very bright,” replied his 
flustered wife. “Why didn’t you run 
behind a taxi and save $10?”
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Many of you will have been lucky enough to have been at a Dan Jones guitar 
concert in the past and we are delighted that this summer he will be back to give 
further concerts.  Dan has been busy over the last year or so as you can read below!

A message from Dan Jones

In 2010, Dan, Kirsty, Flo and Sam Jones settled 
in the Dordogne and soon became regulars at 

the Bertric Burée congregation. Dan and Kirsty are 
professional musicians and have enjoyed playing 
across the chaplaincy, particularly at Bertric Burée, 
Sorges and Limeuil, bringing world class musicians 
with them over the years. In 2017, Dan and Kirsty's 
daughter Florence was offered a place at the world-
renowned Dance School of Scotland. In order to 
allow her to pursue her dream, they decided to at least temporarily relocate to 
Perthshire. Dan now lectures at The Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and Kirsty 
teaches for an extraordinary musical social project called Big Noise - inspired by 
Venezuela's Sistema project - in some of the most challenging areas of Dundee.

Despite being saddened to leave La France, Dan has used this bookmark in their 
lives to gather the many anecdotes and memories from life in rural France to write 
a book - a quirky 'how-to' guide entitled 'Extracting Goats From Jean-Claude's 
Kitchen'. To his considerable surprise he was offered a small publishing contract 
in the USA! 'Extracting Goats' is now available at Amazon as a paperback or 
e-book download. Alternatively, readers can contact Dan at danjonesauthor.com 
to order a signed or dedicated copy. 

Dan will be performing in Limeuil on Wednesday 24th July and in Bertric 
Burée on Sunday July 28th. A few readings will perhaps be offered along 
the way. Signed and dedicated copies of Extracting Goats... will of course be 
available, as will Dan's 2 solo CDs. 

To give you a taster of the book, here is a brief synopsis...

Musician DAN JONES abandons a stable career in South Wales for family life in 
a sleepy French village. He battles technophobe fonctionnaires and The Speedo 
Police, yet shares his love of an environment where Health and Safety regulations 
support the school tradition of dangling fireworks into naked flames and where 
children are revered almost as much as red wine and offal. Having inadvertently 
acquired a petting zoo, he is driven to near-insanity by a goat and a rabbit. Dan 
exposes the macabre firefighters’ calendar, his village’s animatronic nativity 
scene and the glorious incompetence of The Hunt. Elderly neighbours teach 
la Famille Jones the wisdom of lunar gardening and septic tank management 
and Dan embraces the country practice of non-fatal mushroom gathering (as 
demonstrated by an eleven-year-old boy). En route, he learns when to kiss 
friends of all genders without attracting violent reproach, uncovers the hazards 
of wandering accent syndrome and reveals the folly of pretending to be French 
at boozy château weddings. Dan experiences the surreal world of European 
concert life and highlights how flippantly proposing to play at a French funeral 
can backfire. Extracting Goats… is the insider guide to a successful integration.

We hope very much to see you at one of the events!

Best wishes
La Famille Jones
Ed: if you’d like to arrange a concert in your area plase contact Dan on danplucks@
aol.com

One foot in front of the 
other: an update.

Sunday 5th May was the date for 
the Suffolk Coastal Heritage 

Walk and Run.  The weather was 
much colder than for last year’s 
walk but fortunately  the rain held 
off.  (The day before, when Rotary 
Club was setting up for the event, it 
was very wet and windy and one of 
the marquees was damaged beyond 
repair!)

At 10.05 Richard and my sister Sarah 
(and many others) headed off for 
the 13 mile walk along the coast, 
across heathland, water meadows 
and through several picturesque 
villages.  Half an hour later I headed 
off on the 6 mile run, also through 
beautiful countryside but you don’t 
get quite the same opportunity to 
admire the bluebells when running!  
I was certainly glad to have put in the 
training around our French country 
lanes and was 
delighted to finish 
in a moderately 
respectable time 
(for an old girl)!

Richard and Sarah arrived back a 
couple of hours later, tired but still 
smiling, so all in all, a good day!

Thank you to all those who have 
contributed.  Donations are still 
coming in so I’m unable to give a 
total yet.  It is not too late to give 
– any Euros we raise will go to 
ChapAid charities.  We raised about 
£130 while we were in the UK and 
this was given to the Rotary Club 
charities which includes Prostate 
Cancer UK.

Many thanks.
Liz and Richard Morris
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Around theDiocese:

~

Swiss Archdeaconry Choir Festival
This year it was Holy 
Trinity Geneva’s turn 
to host 50 singers on 
Easter Saturday and 
Low Sunday from 
five choirs across 
the archdeaconry, 
and from Emmanuel 
Episcopalian Church, 
also in Geneva. Mark 
Jones, well-known as 
a choir director and 

organist both in Switzerland and the UK, directed, with Mark Charles, Director 
of Music, Geneva, on the organ.
Saturday practising continued until shortly before Choral Evensong at 5 p.m. 
Opening with the Introit, ‘If ye Love Me, keep my commandments’, by Philip 
Wilby, this was an evening for music by Edmund Bairstow (1874 -1946) with 
his settings Magnificat and Nunc Dimitis in D, and as anthem, ‘Save Us O Lord 
while waking’.
The Preces & Responses were by John Sanders and Psalm 150 was sung to a 
setting by C.V. Stanford. The choirs returned on Sunday to practise for a further 
hour before accompanying the Eucharist. This time it was the turn of English 
composer, John Ireland (1879-1962) with the choir singing the whole of his 
Communion in C, supplemented by a suitably joyous and fittingly Easter anthem, 
‘The Strife is O’er’ by Richard Shepherd.
Somehow everyone crammed into the Chancel along with candle bearers and 
servers, making a merry noise on a merry and deeply spiritual occasion.

Jesus Christ Superstar 
came to Moscow for a one 
night only performance in St 
Andrew’s Anglican Church, in 
aid of the building’s restoration 
fund. On 2 April, Stas Namin 
Theatre staged Jesus Christ 
Superstar, the cult rock opera 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber 
and Tim Rice, featuring The 
Flowers. 

The Flowers achieved nationwide popularity for founder Stas Namin and his 
band via record label Melodia. Nearly all the songs over the group’s first 20 years 
were recorded in their studio at the “kirche”, as it was known during Soviet times 
and before it was returned to the Anglican Church. It is on account of this history 
that Stas Namin: legendary musician, composer, stage director, producer and 
artist - has engaged in the campaign to restore St Andrew’s, tasked with raising 
$350,000 by Easter, in order to unlock $2.5m from the city.

St Andrew’s neighbour Courtyard rose to the occasion with a pre-show 
champagne reception, which took place in the church as guests gathered. There 
were 150 Russians and expatriates for whom the church plays an important part 
in their lives and others who jumped at the chance of a unique opportunity to see 
the musical performed in a church, in Moscow.

Some photos from the ICS Synod 
at Lyon

Archdeacon Meurig opens the synod

A moment of quiet

A final lunch and exchange

Can you recognise those in the back row?
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Is drinking costing more than money?
Alcoholics Anonymous

If you or someone you know has a drinking problem, 
there are now a number of  English-speaking 
meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous in the South West 
of France.

Contact – Ewen 05 53 05 76 62 or 

Roger 05 55 76 22 65

Do you know who your 
Ancestors were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes to Chaplaincy 
Funds, Gill will research your ancestors and 
then provide you with a report and a family 

tree. 
Or why not make it a special gift for a 

relative?   
For more information speak to Gill Sweetman 

on 05 53 73 13 59  bobgills24@aol.com

The Power of Prayer!

Do you receive the Chaplaincy’s Prayer 
Chain each week?  

If not, do ask your local co-ordinator if 
you could receive a copy each week. 
We all know how the power of prayer 
can help people in need in so many 

different ways.
You’ll find your co-ordinator’s contact 
information under your sector heading.

It’s the one labelled PC.

across the Chaplaincy.   Why not join in!!

More details of these events can be found on the relevant sector’s page. 

Thursday 30th May              UCLAN choir  14h chez Rankin, near Carcans (33)
Friday 31st May                    UCLAN choir  19.30h Dévillac church (near Villeréal 47)
Saturday 1st June                 UCLAN choir  19.30h Villeréal (47)
Sunday 2nd June                  UCLAN choir Doudrac (11 am), Abbey St Avit Sénieur (16h)  (24)
Wednesday 5th June   Strawberry Tea, chez Liz Oaten, Saint Vincent sur l’Isle (24)
Saturday 8th June    Coffee and Cakes 10h chez Ecketts (47)
Thursday 13th June     Puzzles and Pasta 19h  Le Coux salle des fetes (24)
Saturday 22nd June    Barbecue and Family Sports Day 12h  Presbytery, Floirac (33)
Wednesday 26th June   Men’s breakfast 9.30h chez Sweetman, Bouillac (24)
Friday 12th July     Steve Hanks and Phoenix Revival Jazz Soiree 19h  Bayac (24)
Friday 12th July      Curry Evening, chez Brook (24)
Wednesday 24th July   Dan Jones concert 15h  Limeuil Church (24)
Sunday 28th July    Dan Jones concert Bertric Burée (24)
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosmary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15 
ML     Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC      Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

June Services
Sunday 2 June   10:30  Service of the Word   Sheila Marshall
    18:00  Evensong    Sheila Marshall
Sunday 9 June ◊Pentecost 10:30  Holy Communion   Rev’d Andy Horlock
Wednesday 12 June  11:00  BCP Holy Communion  Rev’d Brian Davies
Sunday 16 June   10:30  Family Service   Trevor Hodgkiss
Sunday 23 June  10:30  Holy Communion  Rev’d Brian Davies
Sunday 30 June  10:30  Service led by one of our home groups

 ◊ A Bring-and-Share lunch follows this service, in the Upper Room.
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.

Christian Aid Coffee Morning 18th May
Hosted by Pam and Mike Duncan, this was a social and gastronomic success, and raised 400€ on the day. Another 100€ was 
added from church retiring collections. 
So, 500€ donated to Christian Aid Week through ChapAid. Thanks to everyone involved. 

The Crafty Natterers
Will meet Thursday, June 6th and 20th  at 2pm in the Upper Room 
We bring our own knitting or crafts to work on, we drink tea.  And we natter, 
if we wish to.
Everyone welcome! 
Contact Jean Stocks for more information
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Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

June Services
Sunday 02 June   11:00  Prayer & Praise with Communion Rev'd Andy Horlock
Sunday 16 June   11:00  Prayer & Praise    Dave Wilton

4th May Ceidilh at Le Coux
With tartan across the stage and bunting galore the Salle des Fetes was transformed into a Scottish party. Tables were laid 
down one end of the room to leave enough space for Strip the Willow and other traditional dances, which had almost the 
entire room joining in, regardless of ability, with enthusiasm.

Sheila and John called the dances and told us all what was required but it usually took a couple of trial runs before it began 
to sink in, even then the results were frequently good natured chaos!  The callers must have been puzzled by our (at least 
initial) ineptitude but being kind people they didn’t comment! Like a proper ceilidh there was more than just dancing. We 
didn’t have poetry but Chrissie, Barbara, Phil and Roger all sang for us.

The tables were equipped with wine to encourage dancing and lots of water to enable recovery afterwards! The callers did 
permit us to rest after two dances which is probably just as well!

At half time we were rewarded with bread and cheese and homemade Scottish shortbread before girding up our loins again. 
The Limeuil PA has probably never played such music before but it did the job very well.

Thanks to everyone’s generosity we raised a good sum for the two charities Toilet Twinning and New Dawn, the Nepalese 
orphanage. We burned off a few calories and discovered muscles we had forgotten existed. A fun and profitable evening.

5th May Prayer & Praise with Communion. We were delighted 
to welcome Charlotte into our midst again. Charlotte unpacked John 21: 
1-19 and the miraculous catch of fish for us. Summarised: The disciples 
must have been confused and probably didn't know the significance of 
the resurrection. Peter went back to what he knew - fishing. We do the 
same in difficult times, we retreat to the safety of something familiar but 
we are not always productive. Peter fails to catch any fish without Jesus. 
Without Jesus empowering us and guiding us, we are inefficient. But with 
Jesus all disciples can bring all nations to God. 

When Jesus tells them to let down their nets on the right side, they catch 
153 fish. This is thought to be the number of known species of fish at the 
time so a miraculous catch of one of each not just 153 of one type!

And don’t forget our Dan 
Jones concert at Bertric 

Burée in July!
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Jesus was on the beach with a fire lit with fish cooking and some bread. He provides the invitation and the breakfast. The 
smell of the fire would have reminded Peter of the fire the soldiers were sitting round, when Peter denied knowing Jesus 
three times. Jesus took the bread and broke it and they knew for sure it was Jesus. 

Jesus goes on to ask Peter three times around a fire, if he loves him. Peter is forgiven and restored. Forgiveness is a new start, 
Jesus has set us free from our past sin. We, like Peter, are assured of Jesus' love and forgiveness. 

In the riddle about being led where you do not want to go, maybe Jesus is teaching Peter humility, a warning about being 
too confident in our own strength. We need the grace of Christ to do the things we have been called to do. Peter and Paul 
learnt to live by grace and acknowledge that it was God working through them. Jesus says to all of us "Come and eat." No 
sin is great enough to keep us from receiving from His table. We are fed so we can go out and serve in Jesus name. Feed my 
sheep. Amen.  

19th May Prayer & Praise. Dave spoke on John 13:34-35. "A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."  
Summary: In the Old Testament the command was to love your neighbour as yourself. Jesus is raising the bar with this 

command. What does Jesus' love for us look like? 1. He came to serve. 
He set us an example so we are to look for opportunities to serve one 
another. 2. His love was sacrificial, he gave his life as a ransom for many. 
We are to put our brothers and sisters in Christ before ourselves. Jesus 
didn't consider equality with God but became an obedient servant. 
We too must die to self. 3. Jesus' love was forgiving. He healed and said 
your sins are forgiven. We need to forgive as unforgiveness is a barrier 
to love.  Forgiveness starts with a choice, the love comes later. 4. Jesus' 
love was visible. Our love for others should be visible to others. We 
can offer practical help and support for example. How we greet each 
other is important - it is easier in France to greet each other with a 
holy kiss. 

How do we achieve this kind of love? Is it possible? Well it must be 
possible because Jesus commanded us to do it. Where do we find the 
power to do it? When we know how much God loves us, we can pass 
it on. He loves us because he is love, it is not conditional on anything 
we do. We were created for His pleasure, it is not about doing things 
but about being in a relationship with our Father. Our love of God will 
change our behaviour. We wont want to harm people, it will fashion 
what we do, it is the reason we do things. Our love of God, leads to our 
love for others, which draws people to Christ, together with hearing 
the good news. 

It was lovely to catch up with returning friends and to meet new ones. 

Religion is merely a system of rules followed with self effort. Religion has people doing good works to become holy. True 
Christianity is not a religion but a marriage relationship. All our 'doing' comes out of our 'being'. The deeds we do are a 
by product of who we are in Christ. Dwane Sheriff from his book ID Theft. 

I am satisfied that when the Almighty wants me to do, or not to 
do, a particular thing, He will find a way of letting me know.
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09

June Services 
Pentecost Sunday  9 June     Holy Communion      Negrondes   Rev’d David Makepeace
Sunday 16 June    Holy Communion      Chancelade   Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 23 June    Family Service          Negrondes    Patrick Sturges

By popular request we are having the Strawberry Tea at the home of Elizabeth Oaten and 
Cedric Slinn on Wednesday 5 June.   Those who could manage to help please let Liz know 

in good time.   Please also book your places early so that we can sort numbers out.   We all 
love this event, but it certainly needs good organisation and masses of backing.   However, 
there is nothing as nice as sitting in a garden and eating a lovely tea in the sunshine with 
friends so ring Liz on 0553054276.   Perhaps you could bake a cake, let Liz know please.

An open air service with a picnic has been suggested at the end of June or beginning of July.   It all depends on numbers of 
people and of course the weather.  

The Brocante stall will not take place this year.  All the stalls have now been allocated to a field in Sorges some way from 
the centre.   Unfortunately facilities are limited, no loos etc.  We must thank Penny and Patrick for all their work over the 
years organising the stall and storing all the bits and pieces for sale in their garage.   If it had not been for them I think our 
stall would have packed up much earlier.

King Solomon was a gardener above all gardeners.   ‘Awake, O north wind and come thou south;  blow upon my garden 
that the spices thereof may flow out’.   King Solomon was the owner and designer of the most beautiful garden.   Indeed it 
contained eleven different types of garden.   The scented garden was the most important.  In his herb garden grew sweet 
smelling shrubs of camphire, spikenard, saffron , calamus and cinnamon with trees of frankinsence, myrrh and aloes.   All 
these herbs are of Hebrew origin.   Camphire being the henna of the Arabs, the dye from this plant has been used from 
time immemorial.   Like all the luxuary loving monarchs of Babylonia, Persia and Egypt he looked for costly perfumes and 
scented plants.   Frankinsence, one of the offerings of the Magi, is a fragrant gum obtained from the boswellia, a tree similar 
to mountain ash in appearance.  ‘Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke perfumed with myrrh and 
frankinsence, with all powers of the merchant?’   Solomon had nut gardens.   ‘I went down into the garden of nuts to see the 
fruits of the valley’.  What did he grow in his nut garden?   Almonds for sure, ‘best fruit in the land’.   Almonds are frequently 
mentioned in the bible.  Pistachios, which grew on rocky dry ground.   Walnuts, possibly hazels, but they were usually found 
in more northern areas.  ‘I made me gardens and orchards and I planted trees in them of all kinds of fruit’. The orchards were 
pleasure gardens, rows of pomegranates, figs and arbours of vines.   Pavillions to sit in, and regal summer houses draped 
with silk covered divans.   ‘They shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, and none shall make them afraid’. 

I love this last sentence, yes everything I grow I’ve nurtured, and no one can come in and take it.   Of course at the end of 
your life someone will hopefully take all the work you have done in your garden over, when your property is sold.  Life is 
short, so let us enjoy our gardens as Solomon did.

Elizabeth has sent this from Ireland:   Hear I am sitting in the home of our dear  friends Rev’d Mike and Ann Wooderson, 
looking over the Garavogue estuary by Rosses Point, Sligo.   The sun is shining after a wild, wet night and it’s glorious, 
the sun reflecting on the water, the view across the water to the various islands is stunning.   So many wonderful walks in 
every direction.   What a place to visit.   Mike and Ann are pleased to send their love to their many friends at Chancelade, 
Negrondes and beyond.

Friendship is so important and we forget at our peril.   So many times when things go wrong or upset 
us it is to friends we call upon.   How would we cope with no shoulder to cry upon, no ear to listen 
to our sorrows?   Then of course we have our steadfast faith in our God and Saviour without whom 
we would be lost.   He should be our first port of call, but I firmly believe He speaks to us through 
the love of our friends and that is a great blessing.   Cherish those friends and return those favours.   
Get in touch with ones far away and revive lost contact, it might just be the time they need to hear 
your voice.   Here he is, Gordon, Ann and Mike’s seagull who visits every day with his wife Gladys!  
So few seagulls here as there is little rubbish about for them to scavenge.   5 tiny rabbits scurrying 
around their garden, such a delight to watch.   Life is good - enjoy it.  Happy June and blessings to all.
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Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Jill Little   05 53 28 36 15 
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

June Services
Sunday 02 June   10:30  Prayer & Praise  Anne Penfold
Sunday 9th June   10:30  Holy Communion  Rev'd Robin Nash
Sunday 16th June   10.30  Morning Worship  Roger Cheale
Thursday 20th June    10:30  BCP Morning Prayer  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 23rd June    10:30  Holy Communion Rev’ds Angela & David Marshall 
         Followed by bring and share lunch
Sunday 30th June   10:30  Holy Communion  Rev'd Tony Lomas

Ceilidh
We shared an excellent evening of Scottish dancing with people from Ste. Nathelene’s on Saturday 4th May at the Salle des 
Fetes at Le Coux.  We had some excellent callers Sheila and Richard and our new sound system produced a really good 
atmosphere.  All who came really enjoyed themselves and were asking if we will do it again.  We are planning to celebrate 
St Andrews day on the 30th November with another ceilidh so put the date in your diary.

Welcome to Ste Catherine’s
The committee have been discussing various ideas to give a warm welcome to all and have already put some in place with 
more to follow:

Visitors book – this will be given a more prominent place and all visitors will be invited to write in it. 

Coffee on arrival – we now have a self-service coffee station before the service, currently at the back of the church, but 
outside when the sun decides to make an appearance.  We will be offering freshly brewed coffee just as soon as we can get 
an insulated flask.  

Children’s area – many hands made light work of storing our surplus chairs to give us space at the back of the church as a 
children’s area where we will be putting small chairs, a table and rug. Although the children will have their own space, they 
will still feel part of the congregation.

Coffee room enhancement – this will be our next project for the coming months. We would welcome any donations of 
kitchen cupboards or shelving that we could use.

Resto De Coeur
We have introduced a basket to collect food items at the back of church each week which will be taken to the centre at Le 
Bugue to be distributed to the needy.  Please do remember to bring something for the basket so that we can make regular 
donations.  They are particularly in need of single portion food stuffs and toiletries.

Events
We have several upcoming events supporting both the Chaplaincy and our charities so come and join in!
Puzzles and Pasta

This popular event is taking place on Thursday 13th June at 7pm at the Salle des Fetes at Le 
Coux.  There will be a super supper (dietary requirements catered for) and a glass of wine, 
as well as the challenging puzzles.  Tickets are just 15€ each and can be obtained from Gill 
Sweetman bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com  05 53 73 13 59 or just ask any committee member.  We 
are raising money for one of our charities Emmaus so please do come and support it.

Men’s Breakfast
Our first Men’s Breakfast will be held chez Sweetman at Bouillac on Wednesday 26th June from 9.30-11am.  We 
are aiming for this to be an informal outreach event and are asking our men to bring along a friend.  We hope this 
will be the first of many more to come. See the poster on page 12 
for more information and email Tim Heathfield to reserve your 
place heathfieldfamily@gmail.com.
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Monteton     

 CW 
 ML Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC Helen Raphael    05 53 47 78 93(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

June Services
Sunday 2nd June      10.30     Prayer and Praise                                 Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 9th June      10.30     Pentecost Holy Communion (said)    Rev’d Louise Courtney
Sunday 16th June    10.30     Morning Prayer                                     David Albrecht
Sunday 23rd June    10.30     Holy Communion (sung)                     Rev’d Louise Courtney
Sunday 30th June    10.30     A Thanksgiving for Pets                       Rev’d Liz Morris

Please note that within our new schedule of services, Pentecost will be celebrated on Sunday 9th June with an informal 
service of Holy Communion by the Rev’d Louise Courtney. 
Note also that on the fifth Sunday of the month,  30th June, we shall be having a special service at Monteton: a Thanksgiving 
for Pets, at 10.30 led by Rev’d Liz Morris. So, bring along your much loved pet to be celebrated on this day!

The delightful annual Foire aux Chapeaux took place at Monteton on Sunday 5th May and despite the wind and rain, 
(you really had to hold on to your hat!), was a great success. Many stalls surrounded the church so that visitors frequently 
entered, curious to sample our monthly service of Prayer and Praise which was taking place!

Our Assistant Chaplain Liz and her husband Richard once again bravely took part in their 
annual Suffolk Sponsored Walk/Run. Liz ran 6 miles (10k) whilst Richard, perhaps more 
sensibly, walked 13 miles (21k)! Euros raised will be donated to Chap-Aid nominated charities 
and sterling amounts to Prostate Cancer UK. Many thanks to all those who generously 
sponsored Liz and Richard.

Coffee and Cakes at the Eckett’s home, Le Bousquet, Auriac du 
Dropt, again took place on 4th May, raising funds for our local 
branch of Secours Populaire de France. This is always a very convivial 

gathering in the Eckett’s lovely restored chais, with traditional cream and strawberry jam scones 
and other delicious home-made pastries to accompany the coffee (or tea). Do come to the next 
one on Saturday 8th June, from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon, but let Norma know in advance on 05 
53 93 53 86.

Jazz Soiree
We are delighted to be welcoming Stanley Hanks and Phoenix Revival for a Jazz Soirée at La 
Grange, Bayac on Friday July 12th. 
Tickets to include supper are 23€ and are available now from Ian Strachan ian.strachan24@gmail.
com.  Always a very popular event so book early! 

Dan Jones concert
If you haven’t been to a Dan Jones concert before you’ve missed a treat but this 
year you have another opportunity! We are very pleased that Dan is going to 
give a concert at Limeuil on the afternoon of Wednesday July 24th and this will 
include readings from his new book. More information will be given next month 
but you can read more about Dan on page... of this magazine.
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Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac    
  

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Dave Lee                 drl4747@gmail.comjust off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  

on D245 north-east of Agen 
Envals

St Médard

June Services
Sunday, 2 June    11:00  Holy Communion   Doudrac  Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft
    with The University of Central Lancashire Choir
Sunday,  9 June    10:30  Holy Communion   Dondas   Rev’d Robin Nash
Sunday 23 June    10:30  Holy Communion   St Medard  Rev’d Liz Morris

DOUDRAC
On Sunday, 5th May at 11am, we welcomed Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft to lead our service of Holy Communion. Bramwell 
spoke about the unlikely choices of people to do God’s work; he included his own life’s experience of how he came to be 
ordained. After the service coffee was served in the Salles des fetes.

The next Communion service at Doudrac will be on 2nd June at 11am, which will be led again by Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft.  
We will also be blessed by the visit of The University of Central Lancashire Choir who will be taking part in the service. 
Those who were present for their last visit will remember what a joy it was to hear them sing.

ENVALS
The Chaplain, Rev’d Tony Lomas, celebrated Holy Communion at Envals on Tuesday, 14th May at 11.30am. Rev’d Lomas 
preached on trust. He began with the reading from Acts 9, an actual account of something that really happened: Peter’s trust 
in the Lord that his prayer would be answered for Tabatha’s life to be restored. We as Christ’s flock must have faith and trust, 
but we don’t know if we can trust Him – until we do! “I do believe; help my unbelief.”    (Mark 9:24).

As it was Rev’d Lomas’ birthday the following 
day, the congregation heartily sang ‘Happy 
Birthday’ after the service. 

Lunch was served in the library, during which 
our hostess, Liz Rolfe, presented him with a 
cake and a birthday gift of a bowler hat to add 
to his collection of various head wear.

DONDAS
On Sunday, 19 May at 10.30am Revd Liz Morris came to lead our service of Morning Worship, using a liturgy for the period 
following Easter which she had put together for us.  She preached on the morning’s readings, and situations in which we 
feel it appropriate to change our mind about things.  She contrasted the ways in which the Christian faiths of Peter and Paul 
developed, and stressed how important it is today to keep an open mind about our faith and be prepared to change our 
minds if that is how the Holy Spirit leads us.  It was good to welcome some of our summer members who are currently out 
here. 

After the service there was time for fellowship over a welcome cup of coffee and some of Maggie’s delicious eats though 
it wasn’t yet warm enough to move out from the church into the porch, and Margaret again sold her excellent scones and 
home-made cakes in aid of ChapAid.

Our next service, on Sunday, 16 June at 10.30am, will be a eucharist when we shall be delighted to welcome back Rev’d 
Robin Nash as our celebrant.
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Bordeaux   

CW    Heather Gardiner             07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson                   05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Johnson Low            06 42 32 17 36
ML    Communications Team   06 52 53 77 16
PC     Christine Rychlewski       06 81 85 72 97

Ascension Day Service with the UCLAN & Bordeaux Church Choirs
Thursday 30 May at 11:30 in the garden "Chez Chris & Deirdre" near Carcans 
 Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan & Rev'd Bramwell Bearcroft
           12:30 Picnic Lunch at Carcans (bring your own picnic)
 14:00 Garden Concert by the University of Central Lancashire* Choir

June Services
Services will be at 15.30   Chapel of Le Grand Bon Pasteur, Rue de L’École Normale, Bordeaux, EXCEPT on PENTECOST. 
There is something for the children every week!

Sunday 2 June   Family Communion  Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan 
Sunday 9 June at 10:30   Pentecost Family Communion Service at the Eglise Saint 
Pierre (Place Saint Pierre, Bordeaux Centre) Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
 (Please note: NO afternoon service at Le Grand Bon Pasteur)
Sunday 16 June   Family Communion  Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 23 June  All Age Worship Rev'd Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 30 June  Family Communion Rev'd Charlotte Sullivan

* The UCLAN Choir will also be giving a Concert of Sacred & Classical Musical at the Cathedral St André in Bordeaux on 
Wednesday 29 May at 16:00.

Barbecue & Family Sports Day – Saturday 22 June, 12:00, at the Presbytery in Floirac
It's that time again to get off the couch and go outdoors! The Bordeaux Anglican Church invites you and your family to join 
us for an afternoon of activities and light relay games. Young or younger ... there will be activities just for you to enjoy God's 
wonderful creation. Join us for some fun, food and fellowship, starting at 12 noon. For more information and exact address, 
contact info@anglicanbordeaux.org.

Moving Month of May – Rev'd Charlotte Sullivan writes:
Well! What a month! I can’t quite believe that it has been four weeks since Easter, 
does time move more quickly once you are older? Easter Sunday; was such an 
amazing highlight for me,  beginning with a gathering at sunrise in a deserted city 
centre, meeting with Sisters and Brothers in Christ to welcome the Risen Christ. 
The service began on the steps of the Protestant temple and ended in the very heart 
of the cathedral itself. Marvellous! 

Then a band of intrepid early risers from our Anglican congregation enjoyed 
a leisurely breakfast together before moving on to our own service in Eglise St 
Pierre. It was wonderful to welcome so many of our own congregation, visitors and 
passers-by into the church and to celebrate together. 
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Following the Sunrise service, Ecumenical introductions have been made and 
relationships strengthened. I was very pleased to be invited to a breakfast meeting last week 
with the local Protestant Pasteurs, to discuss local challenges and how we can work together 
to spread the Gospel in Bordeaux, watch this space for more news soon!

On the 24th April we received with such sad hearts, the news that our Sister Rhian 
Foreau had died. Rhian was well known throughout the Chaplaincy and will be sadly missed 
by us all.  
As well as playing a major role in the life of our congregation, Rhian was also a much loved 
English teacher at the L'Ecole de L’Assomption in Bordeaux. It was with deep gratitude that 
the Director of the school and the Sisters of the religious community agreed that the only 
fitting place for Rhian’s funeral was in the Chapelle surrounded by everyone who loved her 
and whose life had been touched by her. I am deeply grateful to all those who helped to make 
this service a wonderful celebration of Rhian’s life, but especially to Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 
who led the service with me, to Christine Rychlewski for translating and to Richard Hunt 
and the choir for the beautiful music. Our prayers continue for Xavier, Chloé, Ioan and 
Rhian’s mother, Marian. 

As I write, I have just returned from Archdeaconry 
Synod in Lyon.  Six of us from the Chaplaincy attended the 
three day meeting and I'm sure there will be a full report 
from our Chaplaincy Synod reps to follow. I particularly 
enjoyed the opportunity to meet with colleagues from 
around France to share concerns, joys and to encourage 
each other. A particular joy was to meet up again with 
Rev’d Mark Osbourne. Mark recently moved from St 
John’s Fulham to St George’s Paris. In February 2018 I was 

on a two week placement at St John’s where I learnt a great deal from Mark. At the synod he 
presented me with an ordination gift from the Congregation at St John’s, a beautiful chasuble. 
It is stunning and I can’t wait for the first possible opportunity to wear it, roll on Trinity! 

On the way to Lyon, I took the opportunity 
to visit the Chaplain to help him and Ingrid 
celebrate his (significant) birthday, and to pass 
on a small gift from the Bordeaux community.  
What else but a box of Bordeaux! You can see by 
the photos that the Chaplain was very pleased 
with his gift. We wish him well and many more 
birthdays to come. 
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In Christ there is no East or West. 
Recent contact with Larry Kitto led to this interesting correspondance. He continues to keep in touch with the Bordeaux 
Church and the Chaplaincy thanks to the Chaplaincy Magazine. Larry writes: 

Reading about all of the things that are going on in Aquitaine and thinking about the activities at my Church, St Barnabas on 
the Desert in Paradise Valley remind me of the hymn ...

               In Christ there is no East or West
               In Him no South of North, 
               But one great fellowship of love
               Throughout the whole wide earth.
My wife, Jody and I had the great good fortune to live in Bordeaux for part of 2015/16. 
When I wasn’t away on Sunday working in Mauritania or Côte d’Ivoire I attended services 
at Chapel de l’Assomption. It was very comforting to participate in a Liturgy that is so 
familiar to me so far from home.

When we returned to Arizona, USA we started to volunteer at Reigning Grace Ranch. RGR is 
a faith based horse rescue ranch (seventy eight horses as of this writing!) that pairs the horses 
with children who have experienced tough circumstances as well. Mentoring programs have 
been adopted and developed to help the children learn about self esteem, self confidence, 

courage and perhaps most 
importantly, that they are 
loved and cherished by the 
adult mentors and by God.

It is so very rewarding to work there and to perhaps make a 
difference in the life of one child. The ranch website is Azrgr.org 
if you would like to see some pics of what goes on in the “Wild 
West.” I have also included some pictures for your entertainment.

Should anyone be heading to Scottsdale and have time to visit 
the ranch, Larry would be pleased to host you. Contact: LBKitto@
gmail.com

Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW 
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML Marion L’Estrange        marian82condom@gmail.com 
PC Irene Birt           05 62 28 80 97

June Service
Thursday 27 June 11:00  Holy Communion  Rev’d Tony Lomas

For more information and updates, please go to our website: www.anglicanbordeaux.org
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The Gathering, Le Mouret, Condom, Gers
Sunday 02 June - 10:30 The Gathering Meeting

Eymet Temple
June Services
Sundays 02, 09, 16, 23 June   10:30  Fresh Expressions
Sunday 30th June   10:30 Protestant Communion

I was walking down life’s highway a long time ago.           
One day I saw a sign that read ‘Heaven’s Grocery Store’.

As I got a little closer, the door came open wide
And when I came, to myself, I was standing inside.

I saw a host of ANGELS.  They were standing everywhere.
One handed me a basket and said, ‘My child shop with care’.

Everything a Christian needed was in the Grocery Store.
And all you couldn’t carry, you’d come back  next day for more.

First I got some PATIENCE, LOVE was in the same row,
Further down was UNDERSTANDING, you need that everywhere you go.

I got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of FAITH
I couldn’t miss the HOLY GHOST that was all over the place, and

I stopped to get some STRENGTH and COURAGE to help me run this race.
By then my basket was getting full, but I remembered some GRACE.

I didn’t forget SALVATION for SALVATION is free.
So I tried to get enough of that to save both you and me.
Then I started up to the counter to pay my grocery bill,
For I thought I had everything to do my MASTER’s will.

When I went up the aisle I saw PRAYER and just had to put that in,
For I knew when I stepped outside, I would run right into sin.

PEACE and JOY were plentiful, they were on the very last shelf.
SONG and PRAISES were hanging near so I just helped myself.

Then I said to the Angel, ‘Now, how much do I owe?’
He just smiled and said, ‘Just take them everywhere you go.’

Again I said, ‘How much do I really owe?’
He smiled again and said…

MY CHILD, JESUS PAID YOUR BILL A LONG, LONG TIME AGO.

Heaven’s Grocery Store
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Assistant Curate:
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan  05 56 40 05 12    06 83 08 59 67   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 0788 966018    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Hazel Door  rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr 06 74 72 89 05
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau:  Revd Robert Dennis  http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html


