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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES,OCTOBER 2019
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

Condom

Dondas

SUNDAY 06 OCTOBER 
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Monteton
11:00 Holy Communion – Doudrac
11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion  – Sainte Nathalène
15:30 Harvest Holy Communion – Bordeaux
18:00 Evensong – Bertric Burée

WEDNESDAY 09 OCTOBER
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
15:30 All Age Worship  – Bordeaux

THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil

SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Harvest Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Holy Communion – Dondas
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Morning Worship  – Limeuil
10:30 BCP Morning Prayer – Monteton
11:00 Prayer & Praise – Sainte Nathalène
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
17:00 Evening Worship – Doudrac

SUNDAY 27 OCTOBER (clocks -1)
10:30 Holy Communion and Healing – Bertric Burée
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Temple
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Harvest Family Service – Négrondes
15:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux

THURSDAY 31 OCTOBER
11:00 Morning Worship – Condom Chapel
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Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

When I was Archdeacon of 
Bangor, in the rural heart of 

North-West Wales, I spent much 
of September preaching at harvest 
festivals in various rural churches. 
Diolchgarwch am y Cynhaeaf, as it is 
called in my native tongue! It was a 
natural part of the rhythm and flow 
of life; and yet, I always felt some 
ambivalence. 

This is partly because the New 
Testament is largely silent when 
it comes to harvest celebrations. 
Where it actually speaks of harvest, 
it has little to do with crops and 
produce; and more to do with the 
gathering of human life into the 
kingdom of God. When St Paul 
speaks of harvest, he speaks of 
death. Maybe you think I’m being 
rather morose? 

This understanding of harvest is 
something we should remember, 
as we stumble past the cabbages, 
carrots and apples on our way into 
church. It reminds us that we live 
in a world where the relationship 
between harvest and death is all 
too evident. The deliberate burning 
of the Brazilian rain forests over 
the past months, which means less 
planet-warming carbon dioxide 
will be absorbed, and less oxygen 
released into the earth’s atmosphere, 
has also meant that many crops were 
not sown in time to benefit from the 
rainy season, resulting in a minor 
famine for many communities next 
year. Who says harvest and death 
are not linked?

'We plough the fields and scatter/ 
The good seed on the land' we often 

sing with great gusto at this time of 
year. After that, the international 
markets, even international conflicts, 
not to mention our own decisions, 
can have an impact on the outcome. 
Our celebrations at harvest remind 
us that life cannot always be lived on 
my terms only.

We may not be in control, but that 
doesn’t mean we 
should collapse 
into paralysis. At 
harvest time we 
are confronted 
by the reality of 
climate change 
and the possibility 
of environmental 

disaster, as well as the challenge 
of living more responsibly and 
sustainably – even down to where 
we do our shopping and how much 
packaging and plastic is used. There 
really are things we can do, and it 
doesn't help anyone if we shrug our 
shoulders, imagine it is someone 
else’s responsibility, or sink into 
despondency.

Jesus said, ‘Unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the ground and dies, it 
remains a single grain. But if it dies, it 
yields a rich harvest’. As the Church, 
we are the fruit of the harvest of His 
sacrifice, of death transfigured by 
life. Now it is our calling to live as if 
we believe that to be true.”

Archdeacon Meurig Williams

All the difference

I got up early one morning
And rushed right into the day’
I had so much to accomplish
That I didn’t have time to pray.
Problems just tumbled about me,
And heavier came each task.
“Why doesn’t God help me?” I 
wondered.
He answered, “You didn’t ask.”
I wanted to see joy and beauty,
But the day toiled on grey and 
bleak,
I wondered why God didn’t show 
me,
He said “But you didn’t seek”.
I tried to come into God’s presence;
I used all my keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided,
“My child, you didn’t knock”.
I woke up early this morning and 
paused before entering the day.
I had so much to accomplish that I 
had to take time to pray.

From your Editor
I hope you have 
enjoyed a great 
summer.  Yes, it 
was very hot at 
times and yes we 
do definitely need 

some rain in Aquitaine now !  Let’s 
enjoy this calm autumn weather 
though with all it’s wonderful 
colours. 

I am delighted that this month’s 
Ministry Musing is by Archdeacon 
Meurig  - great to have him as a 
contributor to the magazine.

You’ll also find plenty of other 
interesting articles including one 
written by Ingrid Lomas - and of 
course all our regulars.  Everyone 
across the Chaplaincy has obviously 
been very busy over the summer and 
there are lots of reports and photos 
for you.  Emjoy!

Love Gill
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Summer Church delight!
1 John 1:7  “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 
purifies us from all sin”.

Let us introduce ourselves. We are Phil, Gilly and Ben Thomas, sometimes known as the ‘travelling trio’ as we have been 
travelling the world for three years. Wherever we find ourselves, our priority is to 
find a local church to worship our Lord and Saviour and to spend time with other 
members of God’s family. 
Whilst visiting the Dordogne two years ago, we came across Ste. Nathalene when we 
were staying in a campsite nearby. We received a warm welcome on that first Sunday, 
as do all visitors. We were particularly touched that the regular church members had 
gone out of their way to ensure there was enough lunch for everyone to share, despite 
many of us not having brought any. So warm and welcoming was the hospitality and 
bountiful and delicious the fayre, that we felt sure that if for some wonderful reason 
5,000 people had turned up, God would have blessed the food, and there would have 
been enough for everyone. 
With fond memories of Ste. Nathalene in our minds, we returned to the Dordogne 
again this year - for a longer period of time - safe in the knowledge that we would 
have a place to worship in which we felt at home. It has been a time of blessing. We 
have heard God’s Word from a variety of preachers and shared in praise, prayer and 
communion, with a worshipful group of people - some regulars, others visiting. 
We have also appreciated spending time together after the service in the Dordogne 
sunshine, sharing testimonies and life experiences. Then there have been invitations 

to a variety of musical events and the kind opportunities to spend time at church members homes. This is a church family 
and we thank God for you. May He continue to bless you as you reach out to, and welcome others. 

Gilly Thomas

Bible Journaling

Some of you may have seen me in church, sitting with my Bible, scribbling 
in the margins and occasionally reaching for a coloured pencil to do some 

colouring. On first impression this may look like the kind of thing you would do 
with small children to keep them quiet especially during the sermon, however, 
‘Bible Journaling’ as it is known, isn’t about distraction. It is about connecting 
with scripture either through hearing the word of God during a church service or 
reading a passage and letting God speak to you through it. 

I read that journaling is about the process not the outcome, which for me is the 
appeal. Two years ago, on Bible Sunday, Charlotte talked about journaling and her 
approach to it: beginning with a verse, a passage or sometimes a couple of pages, 
she then writes what she feels God is saying to her. Other people choose a favourite 
bible verse, do a little background research and then think about the parts of 
the verse that mean something to them and work out how they can represent 
it artistically. There are some wonderful examples of the artwork people create 
(Pinterest is a good place to look). In my case, most Sundays are spent in various 
centres around the Chaplaincy, so I use my Bible to record dates and places as well 
as the teaching for that day. I pick up on parts of the readings that resonated and use this as a starting point for further 
reflection. There are so many ways you can approach journaling, like following a reading plan or a Bible study.

It is thanks to the talk two years ago that I bought a ‘Creative Journaling’ Bible which I use more frequently than any Bible 
I have owned, largely because it gives permission to write my words alongside scripture, which in any other Bible seemed 
wrong. In her talk Charlotte said, ‘God knows us from the very inside out, everything about us, and He calls us into a similar 
relationship with Him. He wants us to know and to love and to trust Him, the place where we get to know Him is the Bible.’ By 
adding my words to the text, I have a chronicle of my worship life as well as a visible reminder of my relationship with God. 

Ingrid   
Ed: if you google Bible journaling you’ll find an enormous variety of all versions of suitable bibles, ideas and supplies.
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Cooking in October    
        Frances Pengelly

I am lucky, I have a walk in larder.   
October is squirreling time, a 

gathering of good things for the 
winter months.   

Already I have jars of jam and chutney 
in rows on shelves, the brightness of 
the herb jellies stand out in the half 
light of the little room, which has 
been used as a kitchen during the 
centuries.  Smoke has blackened 
the wide fireplace with its chains for 
cooking pots still hanging as they did 
when the pilgrims boarded here on 
the way to Santiago de Compostela, 
guests of the local priest who lived 
here in this Presbytere in the bitter 
coldness of the winter and heat of 
the summer.   There is no doubt that 
my little larder, with its uneven 11th 
century piso floor, has seen some 
extraordinary goings on throughout 
the years.   

On the central table I keep all my fruit 
and vegetables in baskets.   When 
they are all full of different things, 
it is a sight to behold.   Against the 
wall at one side of the larder I have 
my freezers and fridge, an absolute 
necessity for storage of winter soups 
and stews, summer herbs and herb 
butters, fruit and vegetables.  

Larders were always built on the 
north side of houses to keep food as 
cool as possible.   In ‘The Country 
Child’ by Alison Utley there is a 
delicious description of a farm 
pantry or larder.   ‘Stone jars like 
those in which the forty thieves hid 
stood on the pantry floor, filled with 
white lard, and balls of fat tied up 
in bladders hung from the hooks.   
Along the broad shelves round the 
walls were pots of jam, blackberry 

and apple, from the woods and 
orchard, Victoria plum from the 
trees on house and barn, black 
currant from the garden, and red 
currant jelly, damson cheese from 
the half-wild ancient trees which 
grew everywhere.   Pickles and spices 
filled old brown pots decorated with 
crosses and flowers’.   

I can remember country larders 
filled with bowls of milk and cream, 
hooks festooned with game birds and 
hams, great pats of gold butter under 
muslin.  I think there is a great sense 
of waiting and peace in these places.   
Church like in their coldness.

At the end of October I shall make 
my Christmas cake.   Usually I go 
into all my store boxes and get out 
all my bits and pieces of dried fruit, 
and use up other goodies to make 
this cake which is easy and delicious 
if made early enough and fed with, 
spirit or apple juice to make it moist.  
Preheat your oven to 150C/gas 2/
fan oven.   In a large pan melt 225g 
butter with 300g muscovado sugar, 
1kg dried fruit, grated rind and 
juice of a lemon and orange, 125ml 
brandy, or as much as you want to 
use.  Bring slowly to the boil, stirring 
all the time, then reduce heat and let 
it bubble gently for 10 minutes, leave 
to cool for half an hour.  

Prepare a 20cm round tin or an 
18cm square one carefully with 
greaseproof paper taking care to 
line tin properly and then grease 
the paper.   Because my oven gets 
really hot I surround my tin with 
kitchen paper, probably 3 layers, plus 
newspaper, all tied securely.  Fruit 
cakes are terrible if overdone, so all 
this is worth it.   After 30 minutes 
cooling time, toast 100g blanched 
almonds in a frying pan to bring out 
the taste, then roughly chop and add 
them with 100g ground almonds, 
1tsp mixed spice, 1tsp cinnamon, 
½tsp nutmeg, 4 slightly beaten eggs, 
then add, using a sieve, 300g plain 
flour and ½tsp baking powder.   Stir 
well.   At this stage I will probably 
add more spice and more booze, you 
may need extra liquid, but see how 
it goes.   Spoon mixture into your 
tin and press down well, cook for 
1 hour then reduce heat to 140C/
gas1/fan, for a further 2-2½ hours.   
Check cake carefully, and remember 
cakes cook while hot.   Remove from 
tin and when cool wrap in foil, feed 
weekly with spirits or orange/apple 
juice through skewered holes.  

We see signs of summer’s 
passing in golden leaves, 
shortening days, misty 
mornings, autumn glow. 
We sense its passing in rain that 
dampens, 
winds that chill, Harvest’s 
bounty placed on show.
Creator God, who brings forth 
both green shoot and hoar frost, 
sunrise and sunset, 
we bring our thanks for seeds 
that have grown, 
harvests gathered, storehouses 
filled, mouths fed. 
And, as your good earth rests  
through winter’s cold embrace, 
we look forward to its re-
awakening when kissed by 
Spring’s first touch.
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off time.   My Clivias flower anytime between November and March.  Do not 
overwater.  

If you have a warm sunroom make full use of it.  Unfortunately though, the 
night temperature often falls too low and does damage, so try to keep the room 
warmish at night.    Read the temperature guides on the labels of new plants, this 
gives you some idea of temperature range.

Canary Bird

Flower Histories and Maintenance       
Winter Shelter

Logic 101
A college student was in a philosophy class which had a discussion about God's 
existence. The professor presented the following logic:

"Has anyone in this class heard God?"

Nobody spoke.

"Has anyone in this class touched God?"

Again, nobody spoke.

"Has anyone in this class seen God?"

When nobody spoke for the third time, he simply stated, "Then there is no God."

One student thought for a second, and then asked for permission to reply. 
Curious to hear this bold student's response, the professor granted it, and the 
student stood up and asked the following questions of his classmates:

"Has anyone in this class heard our professor's brain?"

Silence.

"Has anyone in this class touched our professor's brain?"

Absolute silence.

"Has anyone in this class seen our professor's brain?"

When nobody in the class dared to speak, the student 
concluded, "Then, according to our professor's logic, it 
must be true that our professor has no brain!"

(...The student received an "A" in the class.)

Author Unknown

It’s time to think about moving 
your plants to some sort of warm 

shelter for the winter.   (They are 
predicting that it is going to be really 
colder than usual).   If you have a 
sheltered barn with some light, or 
even a bedroom you will be able to 
do a good overwintering.   

All citrus plants in pots must be out 
of the way of frost.   Unfortunately 
we don’t all have an orangery!   The 
pots must be placed so that the air 
circulates round the plant.  Do not 
let them totally dry out, a little water 
when especially dry keeps them 
going.  Towards the spring increase 
a little.  

Do not keep your Geraniums in a 
dark or cold room or barn.   Keep 
them through the winter on a sunny 
windowsill and water lightly once a 
week.  Nurture them and they will 
be ready for next year.   

Hyacinths are a must indoors.   
You can buy specially conditioned 
bulbs.  Quite honestly I just plant 
ordinary ones into pots and they are 
a colourful sight in the conservatory 
in the early months of the year.  
Remember to plant hyacinths close 
together with their tips showing 
above the earth.  

All Clivias and lily/type plants that 
flower during winter should be 
put on view inside the house, they 
cannot stand frost.  This is show 
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Book Review
Letters to the Church –    
      Francis Chan

This is the most challenging if 
not scariest Christian book I 

have read of late.  Francis Chan 
has always been blunt and to the 
point.  His views rest on a thorough 
going reading of scripture and in 
particular of Jesus’ comments about 
discipleship.  The book reveals a gulf, 
nay a chasm between the way we 
have “done” Church in the West and 
the practice of Christian discipleship 
in the revival movements currently 
taking place in many other parts of 
the world.

One chapter begins with reference 
to the film ‘Madagascar’ and best 
explains his thinking and approach.  
If you have seen the film you will 
remember that it begins with a 
number of animals living a good 
if not pampered life in a city zoo.  
One, a zebra begins to feel that 
something is not quite right and that 
he was actually made to live in the 
wild.  They escape, comic mayhem 
ensues as they try to adapt to this 
new way of living.  Chan says that 
picture describes the Church today, 
certainly in America and in our 
part of the world.  It is like a zoo 
he says, where the captive audience 
dutifully turns up every week to be 
fed and everything is comfortable 
and controlled.  He can’t find any 
scriptural image or teaching to 
justify this and wonders as a result 
if we were not made to be “out there” 
living wild.

I think he has a point.  And he’s 
speaking from the experience of 
having built a mega church and 
finding a growing dissatisfaction 
with that.  He and his team worked 
hard to get people involved and 
using their gifts in Christian mission 
but in the end he felt this was not the 
best way of doing church.  

The hard part for me personally is 
the realisation that as an ordained 
member of the clergy I have been 
guilty too of trying to make a 
unbiblical model work.  Yes, there 
have been glorious moments of 

seeing people come to Christ 
and lives changed and given new 
direction.  But the majority of 
people simply turn up and if their 
expectations and needs are not met 
they change churches until they find 
what they think they are looking for.  
And so those of us in leadership are 
faced with the dilemma of putting on 
some sort of populist ministry that 
will appeal to the majority if we want 
the numbers and the money coming 
in to be maintained.

Chan’s exploration of the Chinese 
and Iranian churches makes 
difficult reading.  Converts are 
expected to sign up for martyrdom 
in countries like Iran, because it is 
a real possibility.  At one Chinese 
prayer meeting he recalls the fact 
that people were begging God to 
send them to the most dangerous 
places.  This a result of true sending 
churches with a heart for mission 
where the training would be the 
doing of it, not sitting comfortably in 
some theological college listening to 
lecturers drone on. And the results?  
Well, they speak for themselves.  
He quotes Chinese Christians who 
planted 236 churches in one single 
month and in 2002 a church planting 
movement brought about 15,000 
new churches and baptized 160,000 
new believers in a year!

The question the book poses is 
dare we do things differently?  We 
obviously would need to spend a 
deal of time in prayer as the early 
church did.  We need to seek God.  
As Chan puts it:
‘If you can accomplish your church’s 
mission without daily, passionate 
prayer, then your mission is insufficient 
and your church is irrelevant.’

God wants us to experience Him, he 
says and so we must be devoted to 
His word, to fellowship, to the Lord’s 
Supper and to prayer.  On the latter 
point, wouldn’t it be a quantum 
step forward if our church meetings 
devoted the best part of their time to 
prayer?

Well, is the proof in the pudding?  
Chan is now a Pastor of ‘We are 
Church’, a house church network 

that is planting churches in 
Northern California and their vision 
is to build small active Christian 
communities that grow and divide 
with a leadership that has been 
trained on the job. He believes such 
an approach makes room for God 
and takes away from us so much of 
the unnecessary church clutter that 
we have put up with for so many 
years.  They meet in homes and don’t 
have the crippling burden of church 
buildings to maintain. He believes 
this is the way forward, smaller, 
simpler gatherings.  He calls them 
‘invigorating expressions that look 
and feel like the early church.’

There is so much more in his book 
that we should really hear and prayer 
over.  Get a copy! But let’s leave the 
final word to him:
“We’ve strayed so far from what God 
calls Church.  We all know it.  We 
know that what we’re experiencing is 
radically different from the Church 
in Scripture.  For decades, church 
leaders like myself have lost sight of 
the inherent mystery of the Church.  
We have trained people sitting in the 
pews to become addicted to lesser 
things.  It’s time for that to change.”

Dare we?                       

David Marshall 
‘The Gathering’ near Condom

Don’t forget!
  Articles for this 

magazine are always
 very welcome!

Please ensure you send to: 
bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Deadline for next issue 
is 20th of October 2019.

Gill is looking forward 
to some new articles 

from you!!
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Seek and thou shalt find 
‘The churches one foundation.......’.  
How many of you can finish that 
line from a well loved hymn? Or this 
‘Crown him with many crowns..........’ 
or this ‘The king of love my 
shepherd......’  Most of you I would 
imagine would be ableto complete at 
least  one of those lines.

But how about these ‘Going 
home, moving on.............’ or this 
‘Spirit of God within me........’ this 
‘There’s a spirit in the air.........’ Can 
you complete even one of those 
lines?    Many people of my age – 
81 – and, probably for anyone over, 
say 50  would struggle to complete 
these lines. Why should that be so? 
Because the latter three  lines are all 
from modern hymns. Nothing to do 
with the quality of either the words 
or tune – but everything to do with 
familiarity- which in this case breeds 
not contempt but the exact opposite- 
comfort.

In contrast I suspect that the modern 
hymns may be more familiar to 
younger adherents – and also to 
those worshippers whose hymn 
choice is more adventurous. As an 
aside, incidentally, unfamiliar hymns 
have two disadvantages – firstly 
simply that they are unfamiliar, but 
more importantly that the tune is 
unknown. It would help if a novel 
hymn is selected, if the melody could 
be played over a couple of times 
before attempting to sing the hymn. 
(One reason why I brought a copy 
of the Complete Anglican which 
includes the melody). An alternative 
would be to project the melody onto 
a screen – but that is near heresy 
in most Anglican churches. Why 
not consider it – it is practical and 
actually unifies the congregation – I 
go to a church where this method is 

commonplace. And the same would 
be true of  and coming to love the 
words.

Is that all? No, no, no  - by no 
means. Many hymns – in my view 
the vast majority - are nuggets of 
gold, offering religious inspiration, 
guidance, advice, encouragement, a 
whole catechism in a few verses.

But what verses! I love poetry – it is 
one of my pleasures both to read and 
to write – and many many hymns 
are splendid just judged as poetry. 
And what a variety of styles – and 
of the age of the hymn. My copy of 
the compete Anglican details both 
the author and the composer of 
the music. The oldest hymn I have 
found to date goes back to the third 
century. Many have been translated 
from a language other than English.  
A fair number have alternative 
music, a few  have alternative verses 
(notably ‘Onward Christian soldiers 
going as to war’ with its Bowlderlised 
counterpart ‘onward Christian 
pilgrims ….' ). Ok there is a place for 
both.

Incidentally do you know who is 
the author with the highest number 
of hymns attributed to him or her? 
Wesley? – no. ‘Traditional’? no. It is 
Michael Foster – dont say ‘who?’ - but 
he is only the first amongst a bunch 
of 'moderns'. And the difference in 
output is staggering. I do wonder 
however if  in say, 50 years many 
of these modern hymns will have 
been displaced by another new set 
of writers.  Incidentally the highest 
peercentage of 
hymn writers only 
have one hymn 
attributed.

So how do I use this 
gold mine? Well 
each day Pascale 
and I use a prayer 
book (it covers 4 
weeks). The book 
has a hymnlist for 
each day, but as it is 
basically from the 
USA many hymns 
are simply not in 

the Anglican book. So, I select three 
digits at random, and turn to that 
hymn. But that is not all; I find that 
hymns can offer an instant uplift and 
inspiration; better than many Old 
Testament chapters.

Now, hold on you say – that cannot 
be the case. The Bible is sacred. Yes 
– and the New Testament, of course, 
is unbeatable for Christian teaching 
and inspiration. But I have to say 
with regret that some of the Old 
Testament is a desert. I am at the 
moment intent on reading my way 
through the Bible. I am hanging 
around David and Solomon at the 
moment – and that is interesting 
and clearly glorifies God and man’s 
relationship with Him.

But some previous chapters! What 
earthly use is list of  names – I 
am not a genealogist. And the 
reccurent battles, battles with 
massive slaughters of men, women 
and children, destruction of cities; 
slighting of empires....... where for 
heavens sake is there a Christian 
message in all that? None – save 
for the repetition that God is all 
powerful – but vengeful?

So if I need to seek inspiration I turn 
to: 1) The New Testament 2) Hymns 
3) Various Christian books in my 
possession 4) Selected bits of the Old 
Testament (Psalms, Proverbs).

Do you concur ?

David Rose
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across the Chaplaincy.   Why not join in!!

More details of these events can be found on the relevant sector’s page. 

Saturday October 12th  Coffee & Cakes 10am-12noon chez Eckett (47)
         Harvest service and BBQ 15h Montaurial (47)
Thursday October 17th   Quiz 14h-18h Maison de la Commune, St Jory las Bloux (24) 
October 18-20th      Women’s Retreat, Abbaye d’Echourgnac
Thursday October 31st   Come Dine with me  chez Carr, St Alvere  (24)
Friday November 8th     Men’s Breakfast chez Sweetman, Bouillac (24)
Friday December 13th  Come Dine with me chez Penfold (24)  

Dementia Support Group
in Eymet from16 October

         Photographe: Jean-Louis Courtinat / FA                        Photographe: Jean-Louis Courtinat / FA  

We are here to help.  You need not face these challenges alone.

English speaking volunteers of Association France Alzheimer Dordogne
announce a new support group for families facing the challenges of dementia. 

at Residences des Personnes Agées Le Cluzel
The new group welcomes anyone with dementia and their carers to enjoy an afternoon
where they can let go for just a while . . . . .  third  Wednesday every month from 14.30

HALTE RELAIS®

ASSOCIATION FRANCE ALZHEIMER DORDOGNE is grateful for the support of the Commune d'Eymet
l'ASSOCIATION FRANCE ALZHEIMER DORDOGNE est reconnaissante à la Mairie d'Eymet pour son appui

ASSOCIATION FRANCE ALZHEIMER DORDOGNE
Téléphone : 05 53 27 30 34    Email: alzheimer.dordogne@orange.fr     Website: http://www.francealzheimer-dordogne.org

Do you know who your Ancestors 
were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes to Chaplaincy Funds, 
Gill will research your ancestors and then provide 

you with a report and a family tree. 
Or why not make it a special gift for a relative?   

For more information speak to Gill Sweetman on 05 
53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Is drinking costing more than money?
Alcoholics Anonymous

If you or someone you know has a drinking problem, 
there are now a number of  English-speaking 
meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous in the South West 
of France.

Contact – Ewen 05 53 05 76 62 or 

Roger 05 55 76 22 65
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosmary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15 
ML     Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC      Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

October Services
Sunday 06 October 10:30 Service of the Word     Trevor Hodgkiss
Sunday 06 October 18:00 Evensong      Sheila Marshall
Wed 09 October 11:00 Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion Revd Brian Davies
Sunday 13 October  10:30 Holy Communion  Revd Andy Horlock (followed by Bring & Share lunch)
Sunday 20 October 10:30 Family Service     Steve Long
Sunday 27 October 10:30* Holy Communion, Healing Service  Revd Brian Davies
*Reminder that clocks will have gone back  

Please join us for tea and proper coffee across the road  in the Upper Room after the Sunday morning services
The Book Barn is out of action for the time being.  We’ll let you know when it re-opens.

The Bible, with Cake
Rosemary Robinson says:

We are hoping to start a new a new bible study group in October. It will meet in the Upper Room on Tuesday 
mornings  starting on the 15th October, (alternately with the Verteillac Home Group)  and be led by Revd Brian 
Cook, who will be using the original Greek text of the Acts of the Apostles to bring out the subtle meanings that 

can escape us when we read in the English Translation.

Please email Rosemary if you are interested in coming, she needs to know how big a cake to bake!
rosemarybertric@hotmail.com

The Upper Room – from Vision to Reality   - a reflection by Ann Knight

Who would have thought that from a conversation in a cold vestry, after 
morning church one Sunday morning in the winter of 2014 that a seed 

would be planted and grow?
“Wouldn’t it be great if we could find a building in the village where we could 
meet for tea and coffee and somewhere for the children to be together, rather 
than in here.”
“Just imagine what else we could do.”
And so, from this idea; this vision; driven by Sue Gamon and Mike Duncan 
and bathed in prayer, they set about seeking out a suitable place.  God was obviously with us all at BB, as a lease on a house 
was acquired not 50 metres from the church.  A house that was close, but not fit for purpose.  Many hours of prayer and 
discussion followed as to what this building could be used for.  
The church sensed that God was calling us to grow a sense of community, both within the church and the wider community.  
We’d discussed how, when the building was ready, the church would use this as outreach, offering hospitality to the wider 
community.  It was hoped it would be used as a drop-in centre, for coffee, a chat, prayer, as well as Sunday School and 
Messy Church.  Also, that we would hold social events and shared lunches to enable this widely distributed church to grow 
friendships and support.
With the church community catching the vision, a small group of volunteers began the hard work of clearing the building of 
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rubbish and started to refurbish what became known as ‘The Upper Room’. (Acts 1:13) In addition to organising fundraising 
events, we obtained a loan from the Chaplaincy in order to make progress.  
Extensive planning and work were needed in order to bring the building into use and this was achieved with the hard work, 
dedication and commitment of a small group of people.  New toilets and the kitchen were installed, and after church on 
Sunday, we were eager to gather there!  There was some heating!!
On Saturday afternoon, 7th November 2015, the Upper Room was formally dedicated and opened. We celebrated with a 
glass of fizz and lovely food provided by the restaurant across the road, Aux Petits Oignons and we were pleased to welcome 
our church family and neighbours in the village.  This all took place in time for Sue Gamon, the driving force behind the 
project, to see the vision she’d cherished, shared and nurtured come to life before she and her husband, Lionel returned to 
live in the UK.
When Mike Duncan encouraged me to become the manager of the Upper Room, it was with his support and enthusiasm 
that I accepted.  It was quite a daunting task wondering how to proceed as I was stepping into the unknown. The role 
description provides you with insight to some of the tasks involved.
After a short time in the post, it was suggested that I form a committee to help. That committee consisted of people 
volunteering their time and talents and everyone worked hard to come up with good and practical ideas which we pursued.  
As some of those people moved on it was with great joy that others got involved.  The committee now has responsibility not 
only for the Upper Room, but for all fundraising and social events. Through the fundraising we have been able to enhance 
the facilities of the Upper Room.  We have been blessed with new double-glazed windows (funded by very generous 
benefactors), a new cooker which has enabled us to cater for more people and events within the Upper Room and much 
more.
The Book Barn was established after a huge donation of books was given. This has since been refurbished to look more like 
a library with shelving to house and stack the books instead of them being cramped in boxes.  This facility has proved to be 
another source of outreach, always being open on Sunday after the service.  People just turn up and browse and are always 
encouraged to join us for coffee in the Upper Room. 
Within the Upper Room another library was established when a large donation of religious books was made, and this 
became known as the Colin Pratt Library.
Having the Upper Room has meant we have been able to hold social and fundraising events and some of those have become 
well established into the yearly calendar, such as the monthly Bring and Share, Easter Sunrise breakfast and the Valentine’s 
dinner.  More latterly we have introduced an American themed Thanksgiving dinner. Wine Bingo, and the yearly themed 
supper dances such as 50/60s and 80/90s nights, all planned by the committee have all been a huge success, providing more 
opportunity for community outreach and funding for the Chaplaincy.  
Part of my remit as the Upper Room manager has been to establish contact with other English-speaking organisations 
within surrounding areas with a view to them using the facilities.  As a result, the Upper Room has been used by Cancer 
Support France, for art classes, and to run First Aid and Defibrillator training.  It is regularly used by groups such as the 
Knit and Natter, for Bible study and prayer together with Sunday School and Alpha courses.  All have benefited from the 
facilities the Upper Room provides.
The garden has proved a real bonus if also extra work keeping it tidy.  This year’s Summer Fete raised over 2,500€ but more 
importantly, it has enabled us to fulfil the vision for reaching out to the wider French community.
The church has come a long way from huddling in the cold vestry for teas and coffee and Sunday school.  The UR has provided 
a place for the congregation to come together enjoying fellowship, and allowing relationships to grow and community to 
develop because of it.  
The success of the Upper Room would not have happened without much prayer, dedication, enthusiasm and the hard 
work of a great team and many volunteers. It is truly a blessing both in terms of growth outreach into the community and 
financial rewards through the many activities that have taken place there.  After being the Upper Room Manager for five 
years, I’ve now decided the time is right for me to step down and seek new ways of serving God. 
I would like to say “thank you” to everyone for the privilege of being the first manager of the Upper Room and being able to 
serve my church family and God in this way.  I pray that whoever feels led to take over this role will continue to seek God’s 
guidance as this outreach grows and they lead the Upper Room into its next phase.  

Ann Knight 
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Bordeaux   

CW    Heather Gardiner             07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson                   05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Johnson Low            06 42 32 17 36
ML    Communications Team   06 52 53 77 16
PC     Christine Rychlewski       06 81 85 72 97

October Services 
Services will take place at 15.30 at the Chapel of Le Grand Bon Pasteur, 5bis, rue de l’Ecole Normale, Bordeaux Caudéran. 
There is something for the children every week!

Sunday 06 October  Family Communion Revd Richard Bromley & Harvest Service* with the choir
Sunday 13 October All Age Worship Christine Rychlewski
Sunday 20 October Family Communion Chaplain, Revd Tony Lomas
Sunday 27 October All Age Worship Revd Charlotte Sullivan  & Gospel Service**
* please bring non-perishable goods to the Harvest Service. They will be delivered afterwards to the Foyer Fraternel 
Gouffrand, a Bordeaux Church supported charity.

** Oh, Happy Day! Please note the date of this very popular service.

The Revd Charlotte Sullivan writes: What a glorious summer it’s been! Driving around the countryside, I have been 
really appreciating the wonder of God’s creation as I watch the trees turn from green to golden. Like many of the churches 
in our Chaplaincy we are preparing for our Harvest Festival. 
This year, in Bordeaux we are blessed to have a very special guest preaching at our service, Richard Bromley, Mission 
Director of the Intercontinental Church Society. As many of you know ICS is a Mission Society which has supported and 
partnered with the Chaplaincy for many years. And particularly supporting us in our mission in Bordeaux, as we seek to 
grow God’s Kingdom in this fast growing, vibrant, multicultural city. 
Richard will be with us for the weekend at the beginning of October and we are looking forward to sharing time with him 
and his wife Denise. 
It has been quiet in the city over the summer, but we have had some lovely memorable events. You will see from Johnson’s 
articles that we have had two great birthday/Back to School parties plus a Sunday school outing to “Climb Up”. Unfortunately, 
I was taking a wedding so was not able to attend the outing to the indoor climbing centre, probably for the best as I’m 
terrified of heights! Everyone had such a great time and my heartfelt thanks go out to all who were involved in planning and 
hosting these events, especially Johnson, Bebe, Christine and Pamela. 
The coming month is a busy one for us as we prepare for Richard’s visit and our hugely popular Gospel Service. 
Finally we would all really appreciate your prayers, as we continue to search for a permanent home for God's church in 
Bordeaux.

Youth Group and Sunday School bonding prior to the new school year. A group of 
young people and their leaders went to ‘Climb Up’ in Mérignac. 
What joy we saw in the children's eyes 
as they challenged themselves to scale 
different walls. Most were athletic and some 
were even like Spider-Man! Those times 
shared together could never be “bought” 
with money, especially the smiles on the 
children's faces. 

Some Brethren also joined in the event. It 
will not be our last challenge and we hope to 

do this more often, and share this joy with more in future, for example, 
by bringing-a-friend.

Touching news from our charity, La Maison de Marie. As was announced in church, a very generous retiring 
collection of 800€ in memory of our dear Rhian was sent in August to La Maison de Marie in centre-city Bordeaux, where 
people in need are housed and helped to get back on their feet. Rhian and Xavier Foreau were part of that helpful network 
and here is what one of the administrators wrote: Thank you for the touching generosity thanks to which La Maison de Marie 
can continue its mission. I had a little wink from Rhian 2 or 3 days before the donation arrived. We received a letter from the 
Prefecture concerning the regularisation of an Armenian family. It’s a pure marvel! Rhan must be very happy: she and Xavier 
gave so much support to the family so that they could resist despair. Rhian brought them so much joy: she who is now in eternal 
joy sends us part of her happiness. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you all.
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Thank you, Steve! 
An All Age Service was led 
in September by Steve Long 
from Bertric Burée. 

That day also marked services 
volunteered by the youth, 
including reading as well as 
taking the collection. 
What joy to see so many 
hands raised while singing the 
action song ‘Father Abraham’. 

We all were reminded about trusting God, based on the reading  where God told Abram to leave his country, people and 
family (Gen 12:1). We know and continue to pray God will show us our new church building to grow his kingdom here in 
Bordeaux.

Back-to-school party and Happy Birthday, Jerome. 

Our back-to-school party was a fellowship 
event organized by Christine following an All 
Age Service. She also planned this as a surprise 
birthday celebration for her son Jerome. 

We all had an enjoyable time fellowshipping 
(one wonders if there’s such a word - there 
certanly should be!). We could also see the 
joy in Jerome’s eyes when we sang ‘Happy 
Birthday’. 

Many Birthdays in September. 

We celebrated Reza’s birthday the week after Jerome’s. Reza is far from home and his immediate family, but with his brothers 
and sisters in Christ here in Bordeaux he is far from alone! We continue to pray his faith will grow deeper as he chooses to 

walk with Christ. 

We pray that God will provide, in His perfect 
time, a clear path 
for him to be able 
to find refuge as 
well as work soon. 

We pray his 
family back in 
Iran remain safe.

Sunday School - Bordeaux takes its safeguarding seriously ! Vigilant we must be … and viligant we are !
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Monteton     

 CW 
 ML    Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC    Dave Lee   drl4747@gmail.com(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

October Services
Sunday 06 October         10.30              Prayer and Praise                          Anne Penfold
Sunday 13 October         10.30              Holy Communion (informal)       Revd Liz Morris       
Sunday 20  October         10.30              Morning Prayer                             Revd Louise Courtney
Sunday 27  October         10.30              Holy Communion for Bible Sunday         The Chaplain

Advance notice that our annual Service of Remembrance will take place at Monteton on Sunday 10th November 
at 10.30, led by Roger Verrall.

The Monteton Concert on Saturday 21st September, “The Other Side of the Choir”, was a delightful event where members 
of the choir were able to display their other musical – and dramatic – talents, alongside favourite choir repertoire pieces! 
So, we began with three familiar Spirituals sung by the full choir, then a beautiful Largo from a Sonata by Loeillet on treble 
recorder, oboe and piano, played by Marjorie, Jane and Angela. Then two solo pieces, one by our wonderful bass Graham, 

“I’ll walk beside you”, (an absolute tear-jerker), and the lovely, melancholy 
“Send in the Clowns”, from Gill Strachan, then a hilarious performance by 
Philippa and Brian of Harry Belafonte’s “There’s a hole in my bucket”. 
On from the sublime to… well..! Neil 
Diamond’s “I’m a believer”, (remember 
the version by The Monkees?), this 
performed by the group from the choir 
who were asked to sing it recently at a 
rather posh wedding, complete with 
tambourine accompaniment and lots 
of “oohs”! We went on to a groovy 
“My Funny Valentine” from Philippa, 
“H.L Wilson” sung by our own tenor 
George and baritone Adrian, “Les 

Feuilles Mortes” from Jane with Michael 
on guitar – Michael then giving us some 
virtuoso solo guitar pieces and one with 
Jane on her oboe! We had the French theme 
again with Trenet’s “La Mer”, on treble and 
bass recorders, guitar and piano, Marjorie’s 
version of McCartney’s “Yesterday”, Belinda 
with Mancini’s “Moon River” on piano, then 
an amazing performance in costume of 
“The Doll’s Song” from Offenbach’s “Tales of 
Hoffman” by soprano Peps, Philippa turning 
the key as the mad inventor, and with a 
suitable German accent! After all the fun, 
the full choir sung the two beautiful modern 

versions of “The Lord is my Shepherd”, Goodall and then Rutter,(with Jane on oboe), 
and we ended with heartfelt congregational singing of the Crimond. 
A truly memorable evening! Many, many thanks to all our performers, both choir 
and soloists, and particularly to our accompanists, Angela and Belinda on keyboard and Adrian on the organ, and to those 
who travelled here especially for the concert!  But, where would we be without Marjorie, our Choir Leader? As Philippa 
puts it so aptly, “the beating heart of all we do!” Proceeds from the post-concert collection amounted to over 500 euros, to 
be divided between Chaplaincy funds and ChapAid.

Gift Aid: The Committee at Monteton wishes to thank all those who donated so generously during the Gift Aid month of 
August where the sum of 1897 euros was raised, including  August service offerings of 364 euros.
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The last ‘Le Ploughman’s Lunch’ of the year was held at the home of Charles and 
Elizabeth Clarke on Saturday 7th September and as ever was greatly enjoyed by 
all those who attended. Many, many thanks to Charles and Elizabeth for both 
organising and hosting these most popular events with all the delicious cheeses, 
pickles and chutneys and with, as Elizabeth puts it, an opportunity to ‘have a 
good old chin wag with whoever comes to join in’. Proceeds go to Monteton 
elected charities where we currently support Cry in the Dark, Emmaus 47, 
Secours Populaire de France and Disaster Emergency Appeals as they occur.  Do 
please let Charles know of any ideas you might have for social and out-reach 
events at Monteton, with the aim of enjoyable fund-raising and of increasing our 
congregation. Contact him on cpeard-clarke@outlook.com 

The next Coffee and Cakes Morning, in aid of our local branch of Secours Populaire, 
will be hosted once again by Norma and Leslie Eckett at Le Bousquet, Chapeau Rouge, 47120 
Auriac sur Dropt on Saturday 12th October from 10.00 am to midday. Please let Norma know 
if you plan to attend, on 05 53 93 53 86 or normaandleslie@gmail.com -  and do bring along 
friends!

Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac    
  

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Dave Lee                 drl4747@gmail.comjust off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  

on D245 north-east of Agen 
Envals

St Médard

October Services
Sunday 06 October   11:00     Doudrac        Holy Communion    Rev’d Louise Courtney
Saturday 12 October   15:00    Montauriol    Harvest Service       Rev’d Liz Morris     and BBQ  
Sunday  20 October 10:30    Dondas           Holy Communion    Rev’d Liz Morris
    17:00    Doudrac         Evening Worship     Rev’d Liz Morris

Doudrac
On Sunday 4th August Rev’d Louise Courtney celebrated Holy Communion. There were twenty eight communicants for this 
service. The sermon was about Christian values and Rev’d Louise used the parables of the young man who wanted to split 
his inheritance, and the prosperous man whose barns were full to capacity; barns full, but his heart empty. Rev‘d Louise 
reminded us that the parables were about values, not money. Far better to be rich in Love than with commodities. 

On Sunday 18th August at 5pm, people gathered for a wholeness and Healing service led by Rev’d Liz Morris. 
Liz writes:  
The second of our new afternoon services at Doudrac was ‘A celebration of wholeness and healing’.  We thought about, how 
we all need to experience healing in some aspect of our lives, whether that be physical, mental or spiritual.  This service was 
partly about coming before God in our vulnerability and asking him to restore us to wholeness.  
Those who wished to, came forward for prayer but as well as praying for ourselves, it was an occasion to pray for others – 
and we had the opportunity during the service to write down the names of those for whom we wished to pray.  The basket 
of names was placed on the altar and prayers were offered.  We also prayed for the wisdom to understand that prayers are 
not always answered as we expect but need to be understood beyond our own personal situations.   We gave thanks that 
God sees the bigger picture and that he loves us more than we can ever comprehend.

The September service of Holy Communion was led by Rev’d Liz Morris. Her sermon was to encourage us to share, not 
necessarily with those who could repay us, but as Jesus did, sharing with the poor, the outcasts of society, to follow that 
example and learning to be humble as Jesus was humble.  There were forty-one attending the service who all received 
communion.
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Rev’d Louise Courtney led the Iona service on Sunday afternoon of the 15th September.
The large wooden cross that we had used for our Taize service, was laid across the altar steps and each member of the 
congregation was invited to take a stone for the purpose of focusing upon any worries they may have for themselves or 
others.  Toward the end of the service the stones were placed at the foot of the cross. 

Our next Service of Communion at Doudrac is on Sunday, 6th October at 11am and will be led by Rev Liz Morris.

There will be a Harvest service at Montauriol church this year on Saturday 12th October, followed by a barbeque in the 
garden of David and Tina Marshall next to the church.  All are warmly invited to the service and if you would like to stay 
for the BBQ you are requested to book.   L’Eglise de Montauriol, Le Bourg, 47330 Montauriol 4 km from Castillonnes and 
Lougratte.  More details on poster on page 9.

Fund raising
On Friday 30th August, twenty of us, aperos in hand, gathered on the terrace of Tina and David at Montauriol for an evening 

of ‘Come Dine With Me’ raising 
funds, having fun and discovering 
new things (about the subject and 
each other) with fab talks based on 
‘Literary Landscape’ ranging from 
Van Gogh to Michelle Obama; 
Dickens to the Fire Service; a 
recipe book to John Betjeman! 
And the food wasn’t bad either! 

Envals
On Tuesday, 20th August at 11.30am, Rev Liz Morris led a service of Holy Communion. There were nineteen attendees who 
all received Holy Communion. Following the service a lunch was provided by Liz and Dave Rolfe.

Dondas

Since our last report we have had two services.   On Sunday, 18 August 
Revd Liz Morris came to celebrate our Eucharist, and on Sunday, 15 
September, Michael Torne led us in a service of Morning Worship in 
the Salesian tradition which offered us several opportunities for silent 
meditation and which all of us who were there found very helpful and 
reflective.

On Sunday, 20 October, Revd Liz Morris will be coming to celebrate 
our Eucharist for Harvest.  This gives us a welcome opportunity to 
thank God for his continuing generosity to us and, as usual, our gifts 
will be donated to a local charitable association, Accueil et Partage.

St. Médard

Harvest festival with Revd Elizabeth Morris on the 8th September was followed by our traditional picnic on the farm of 
Alex and Jean Marie Orliac.

After communion Gayle May sang beautifully for us. Several boxes of groceries will be donated to Accuil et Partager who 
are very appreciative of our support
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Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Jill Little   05 53 28 36 15 
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

Congratulations!
Michael and Ann Hall celebrated their Diamond wedding anniversary in 
September and many of their friends were able to celebrate with them. We 
offer them congratulations from all the Limeuil congregation and wish 
them many more happy years together.  Below can you find out about their 
early days here in the Dordogne.

Quite a long time ago!   by Michael and Ann Hall
In 1972 we purchased our first property in Cladech through Keith Wilson 
and his wife Thirsla. They were then based in Berbiguieres and we were the 
12th of his sales. The chateau standing above the village was in a bad state 
of repair but the British had begun to “find” the Dordogne and many had 
bought the ruined houses under its walls. 

Our purchase was a disused barn in the centre of the Cladech, it took us three or more years to make a comfortable small 
home.  Our young sons would spend days in an inflatable canoe drifting down the river from Castelnaud towards Allas 
whilst we worked on the barn. We are still in Cladech, though just across the lane from our original property, we now have 
a view and a pool.
Cladech itself is little changed, fewer people live in the centre now, but a few more in houses in the surrounding countryside. 
We no longer have the exciting annual 50 km cycle race around the hamlet.  There were no shops in 1972, just two or three 
delivery vans, now sadly only one.  
In 1972 we were not aware of any Chaplaincy activities but Thirsla Wilson organised simple protestant services in the 
church at Daglan and these were attended by up to 20 people.  We miss people like the Brimblecombes, it was one of their 
sons who first started selling property in the area in the mid-1960s. 
But Cladech is still a delightful quiet settlement with friendly inhabitants, very tolerant of the English as they will tell you 
that “depuis le XIVe siècle, nous étions toujours pour les Anglais”. 

Au Revoir!

We sadly have said au revoir to Chrissie Anderson who has 
moved back to the UK.  Chrissie has always been a very big 
part of the music at Limeuil and she will be much missed.  We 
took a church family photo on her last Sunday to give her as a 
momento.

Do you enjoy singing?
St Catherine’s Singers are looking for more recruits!  If you enjoy singing and would like to join us we meet 
on a Friday afternoon in church from 2.30 until 4pm. It doesn’t matter if you can’t read music - you will still 
be very welcome so do  come and join in.  If you want any more information please contact Barbara Pollrad, 
06 76 77 52 66, Phil Carr  05 53 22 56 64  or Gill Sweetman 05 53 73 13 59.

October Services
Sunday 06 October   10:30  Prayer & Praise   David Albrecht
Sunday 13 October   10:30  Holy Communion   Rev’d Tony Lomas
Thurs 17 October   10:30  BCP Holy Communion  Rev’d Tomy Lomas 
Sunday 20 October   10:30  Morning Worship    Anne Penfold
Sunday 27 October  10:30  Holy Communion   Rev’d Barrie Green
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Come Dine With Me
This has become a very good fund raiser for our church and each one has a different theme.  
We are planning our next one on the 31st October at the home of Phil and Kathryn Carr in 
Sainte Alvere.  The theme is ‘Literary Landscapes’ and all invitees are encouraged to choose 
a short piece of their favourite literature which can be from a novel, a play or a poem which 
they read out and then give a short explanation about why they like it.  Our thanks go to Ian 
Strachan for his ideas for these events.  Do contact either Phil or Kathryn if you are interested 
in attending. 05 53 22 56 64  phil39carr@free.fr

Men’s Breakfast.  After the great success of our first Men’s Breakfast, another will be held chez Sweetman on Friday 8th 
November.  Our speaker this time will be David Albrecht on his ‘adventures’ as a commecial airline pilot.  As we are unlikely 
to be eating outside in November, places are limited so early booking is advised.  Contact Tim Heathfield to reserve your 
place!  heathfieldfamily@gmail.com

Vicki Swaine is our prayer chain co-ordinator here at Limeuil and she recently asked me if we could 
make an announcement at church to remind people of what the purpose of the prayer chain is 
and how important it is to get updates on people’s progress so that we can see our prayers being 
answered.  I thought this is the perfect opportunity to explain what this is all about.  Vicki takes the 
chaplaincy prayer list that is sent out each month and distributes it to people who have asked to be 
on the email list to receive it.  She personalises it by putting our local people on the prayer chain at 
the head of the email.  However, it can be a little disheartening for Vicki and people receiving the 
email to find the same people on the prayer chain week after week.   It would be really helpful if when 
people ask to be on the prayer chain they can keep Vicki updated on progress so she can let people 

know how people are progressing when she sends out the prayer diary.

If you do know anyone within the Limeuil church family who needs our prayers or you wish to be on the email list to receive 
the prayer chain, please do let Vicki Swaine know on vickiswaine@yahoo.co.uk.

Serving Leaflet
Following our discipleship month in July we have finally issued our newly prepared 
serving leaflet which is designed to encourage more people to be involved in 
serving in our church.  We are trying to encourage more short term visitors to be 
involved as well as the regulars.  Even if you are visiting for only a few weeks or a 
few months each year on a regular basis we want to encourage you to sign up and 
get involved.  The benefit of doing this is that you feel more involved, get to know 
more people and become part of our church family.  Please contact the church 

wardens; Jill Little or Kathryn Carr if you want to get more involved. jill_little@orange.fr   kathryn@enviro-advice.co.uk.

Do you remember our Mother’s Day service? And those lovely 
little petunia plants all the ladies were given?  See how Vicki’s and Gill’s  
have flourished all summer long!

God does not plant a seed which he has no intention 
of harvesting.  Michel Quoist
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Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

October Services
Sunday 06 October   11:00  Prayer & Praise with Communion  Rev'd Liz Morris
Sunday 20 October   11:00  Prayer & Praise   David Albrecht

28th July Cameron Watt led the service and spoke on prayer. It is lovely to have 
him and the family with us for the summer, a bit of a busman's holiday for him 
though! We pray he will soon settle into his new job and that he sees God at work. 

4th Aug Anne Penfold led us with a large Dutch contingent in the congregation! 
She spoke on the feeding of the 5,000 and how we must not just seek daily physical 
sustenance but to feed on the Word of God which endures for eternity. 

11th Aug Tony Lomas spoke on Hebrews and Corinthians. Faith is something 
God gives us, it doesn't come by us working at it but the Bible helps us grow in 
faith. Our faith and confidence in Jesus allows us to do what we couldn't without 
him. Trust God, our pilot, in Jesus he has shown us what our future will be like. 

18th Aug Sheila Campbell led our Prayer & Praise. We need to see ourselves as God sees us - righteous in Christ. - Life 
function best when we are in tune with God's word. We don't know the future but if we are wise we will get to know the one 
who does. It was lovely to have Hannah and Ashley in the music group.

25th Aug Sheila Campbell. This was a successful Songs of Praise style service. 
Members chose the readings and songs and gave a testimony as to what it meant for 
them. The children made a prayer die which had prompts for prayer on each side. 
There was also a prayer tree which we could hang our prayers onto.   

1st Sept Harvest 
with Tony Lomas. 
Gratitude is a way of 
life that grows from 
God's faithfulness 
to us. A profound 
gratitude for life itself. 
God is the fountain and 
source of life. When we 

give thanks for the bread and the wine we acknowledge Jesus' 
presence at the centre of everything. 

15th Sept Dave Wilton spoke on David's sin with Bathsheba.  In 2 Samuel 
12:13 Nathan says "The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to 
die … but the son born to you will die."  God is not constrained by time. He 
is looking through time from David’s life, down through the centuries to the 
death of His Son, Jesus, who will die in David’s place. David’s faith in God’s 
mercy joins him to Jesus so that David’s sin becomes Jesus’ sin and Jesus’ 
righteousness becomes David’s righteousness. In the same way, when we put 
our faith in Jesus and in the Father’s mercy and grace, our sin is transferred 
to Jesus. Our sin becomes His sin. Jesus’ righteousness is transferred to us 
and His righteousness becomes our righteousness. So we will not die because 
of our sin because we have been rescued by Jesus, God’s Son.

Future Events
29th September Prayer Meeting at the Campbell’s 16.00.

3rd November we will be having a stall at the Vide Grenier at Le Bugue. Please pass donations of saleable items to Jeff. Please 
let him know if you can help man the stall. Monies raised will go to New Dawn: Nepal ‘Little Feet Orphanage’ and ‘Run with 
the Word’ mission school.
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News from Nepal. Jennie Waterman was able to visit the children, who are all thriving. She took the money we raised 
out with her and she was able to treat them, as well as providing help with schooling.  Jennie was there to teach at the 
Mission School. The Christians are persecuted so it is a difficult situation but they are getting the life changing Word of God 
out to the remote villages. We pray for God’s continuing provision and protection. 

Thank you to all God’s beloved children who contributed to the summer services in reading, intercessions, music, children, 
hospitality and all that makes for a seamless service. 

Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

CW 
DCW Richard Smith          smith.r@orange.fr
ML Marion L’Estrange        marian82condom@gmail.com 
PC Irene Birt           05 62 28 80 97

October Service
Thursday 31 October 11.00 Morning Worship Michael Torne

Newts = A social group for ladies who want to do a bit more than just go to church.
Chats, crafting Tea and nibbles are guaranteed.
Not sure what we will be putting to rights next time? BUT Don't we always need a general catch up?
At this get together a date was decided on for the Christmas fair at Marrian Lestrange's house ( Nov 30th).  This will raise 
money for the British legion and Les Bleuets de France.
Here are some photos from our very lively meeting at Pat Wright’s on Wednesday 18th September as we set to amongst 
much chatter and started to make items to sell.  More talk and cake happened than actual production of pot holders but I 
think everyone cut out at least one.

Next meeting will be at Irène Birt's on October 24th. Bring creative hands and brain cells please for the next time.
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09

October Services
Sunday 13 October   10:30  Holy Communion    Négrondes   Rev’d Brian Davies 
Sunday 20 October   10:30  Harvest Holy Communion  Chancelade  Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 27 October   10:30  Harvest Family Service   Négrondes  Patrick Sturges

Where do I start, October already ? Well, with hoping everyone has had 
a wonderful summer, enjoyed their visitors and  their breaks away 

reconnecting with family and friends. I certainly did, having great fun with 
our grandsons in Devon in glorious weather from start to finish. Gosh God is 
Good.

In September the heat finally decided to cool a bit so a most enjoyable BBQ was 
enjoyed by 26 in all. Wonderfully marinated chicken of 2 different types,plus 
sausages, burgers and a multitude of fresh and delicious salads. Puddings, far 
too tempting to be watching the waist line, a little bit of each, perhaps? 
Liz and Cedric the perfect hosts , many thanks  and congratulations on the 

magnificent sum of 454€ to be divided between the Chaplaincy and All 
As One our  chosen charity. Many thanks to ALL who  came, to those 
that contributed salads or puds, who helped serve, cleared up and 
made the whole afternoon a 
great experience of wellbeing. 

Our Father loves to see us 
having fun and enjoying 
ourselves. Smiles melt hearts 
and make friends.

Our sewing of the Altar Cloth continues but 
slowly, a bigger project than it first began so 
more time needed. The group has recommenced 
now after the summer break. Times vary so 
keep in touch if you would like to be part of this 
project. 

Time for a Thank You !
We are blessed to have a variety of priest  and Lay Readers serving us in Aquitaine and we want to thank them all. For the 
time they give preparing homilies and sometimes driving many kilometres to the different churches.  I shall not name them 
all they know who they are .

Lots of Blessing and Many Thanks to you ALL

The Home Group were later meeting up in September but once we began again it was full steam ahead on Spiritual Gifts. 
What are they?  Have we got them ?  Do we use them ? How do we use them ?  
If you want to know more we meet again on 10th October, Chez Brook, St Jory las Bloux 14.00hrs .  All are welcome.

Dartmoor ponies
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      October 17th   14.00-18.00 hrs
                 10€ pp
  Maison de la Commune, St Jory las Bloux, 24160
Come and shake your brain up and see if you can answer the questions posed. 
Our quiz master, Ann, has a wonderful way of keeping us alert and laughing. 
No better way to pass an afternoon. 

The quiz will be followed by an afternoon tea, so no need to cook when you 
get home, Sandwiches, Pies, and Cakes, tea and coffee and as ever a raffle.

Book your place with: Elizabeth 05 53 52 50 91  or with  Liz  05 53 05 42 76

Food for thought!
After a Holy Communion service at Negrondes  one of our number had these thoughts on the sermon and we wanted to share 
them with you. Food for thought indeed.

‘I enjoyed Barrie Green’s very well constructed sermon on Sunday very much. It drew its inspiration from the story of 
Onesimus (a runaway slave from Philemon) who had become such a support to St Paul during his time in prison. Onesimus 
became  a Christian and a honorary son to Paul who, although he now wishes to keep Onesimus with him, also wants to 
keep the goodwill of Philemon, so Paul now deems it best for Onesimus to return to his erstwhile master.
So he sends Onesimus back to Philemon, but with a letter which enjoins Philemon  to accept him as not as a slave but as a 
full brother in Christ.
Although slavery has been all but abolished now in most Christian countries, there are many relationships we encounter in 
daily life where one person has some degree of authority over another such as customer and supplier, older people and those 
younger, those receiving care and those providing it, those richer and those poorer, those wiser and more knowledgeable 
and those not, employers and employees. 

As Paul enjoined Philemon, we should treat all people with whom we have a superior relationship with respect 
and as fellow human beings and brothers and sisters in Christ.’

Wise words from Paul put into todays life.
Our heavenly Father made us all unique but of equal value.

We look forward to seeing you at church,  Chancelade 20th or Negrondes 27th October for our Harvest Celebrations. 
There will be a collection of dry or tinned goods for the Secour Catholic at both churches and we invite you to join with us 
to help those less fortunate than ourselves.

Enjoy the days of autumn, its fruits and golden hues.

With Love and Blessings. 

Eymet Temple

October Services
Sunday 06 October   10:30   Fresh Expressions
Sunday 13 October   10:30   Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 20 October   10:30   Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 27 October   10:30   Fresh Expressions 
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The Gathering, Le Mouret, Condom, Gers
Sunday 06 October   10:30      The Gathering Meeting

For our August meeting we decided to start with breakfast; fresh 
croissants, orange juice and coffee together, au plein air.  Following 
that, we gathered in the shade of the abri, extended by the gazebo.  

Our meeting was led by Mary Roberts, on the theme ‘Signposts, where 
she was exploring how God has designed us to reflect His nature to 
others.  As 
always, our 
time together 
included some 
b e a u t i f u l 
worship, and  

prayer, and ended with  Communion celebrated by David and Angela 
Marshall.

Following the meeting, we shared a glass of wine and nibbles, and 
enjoyed the shade and fellowship.

September meeting:   ‘ Prayer Stations focusing on ‘Nature’

Sunday 1st September found nearly 40 of us sitting, standing or kneeling at 7 Prayer Stations set out around the garden of 
Le Mouret. These all followed the theme of ‘Nature’ encompassing desert, water, flowers, fruit, birds, thorns and a hill to 
contemplate.

The first two photographs show a couple of these stations; the ‘birds’ and the ‘fruit’. For the former we were encouraged to 
think and pray about “Who we dream of seeing entering the Kingdom of God” and writing that person’s or people’s names 
on ‘the bird’ and hanging it in the tree. For the latter we thought and prayed about our own spiritual fruit and of fruit we 
would like to bear. We then wrote this on ‘the apple’ and hung it in the vine.

Liz Evans had undertaken most of the art work and 
together with the bible passage/activity assembled into a 
guide by Angela ,they presented a very thought provoking 
morning.

And, as usual, after the time of silent prayer and 
contemplation, and with the weather still holding up, 
around 30 of us shared a delicious lunch on the terrace.



 Spreading the Word                                                                                                                        October 2019 |    24

Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 28 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplains: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan   responsible for Bordeaux
05 56 40 05 12    06 83 08 59 67   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 0788 966018    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d David Makepeace    +44 (0) 7594 301 894    makedavid@gmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89  my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Janis Adams         05 53 91 32 89   janadams2807@gmail.com

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Chap- laincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau:  Revd Robert Dennis  http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html


