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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES, JANUARY 2020
(see Around the Chaplaincy for location details)

We do our best to feature accurate information, but for up to date details, please visit the Services page 
of  our website   http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/services-2

Limeuil

Chancelade

SUNDAY 05 JANUARY
10:30 Service of the Word – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Tourist Office (45 rue 
Gambetta)
10:30 The Gathering Meeting – Condom, Le Mouret
10:30 Prayer & Praise – Limeuil 
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux
16:00 Epiphany Carols– Bertric Burée

WEDNESDAY 08 JANUARY
11:00 BCP Holy Communion – Bertric Burée

SUNDAY 12 JANUARY
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée 
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Tourist Office (45 rue 
Gambetta)
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion – Négrondes
15:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux

TUESDAY 14 JANUARY
18:30 Christian Unity service, Eglise St Georges, Périgueux

THURSDAY 16 JANUARY
10:30 BCP Holy Communion – Limeuil

SATURDAY 18 JANUARY
11:00 Christian Unity Service – Lalinde

SUNDAY 19 JANUARY
10:30 Family Service – Bertric Burée
10:30 Holy Communion – Chancelade
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Tourist Office (45 rue 
Gambetta)
10:30 Morning Worship  – Limeuil
11:00 Christian Unity Service – Ste Foy la Grande, church
15:30 Family Communion – Bordeaux

MONDAY 20 JANUARY
20:00 Christian Unity service, Bergerac, Eglise Evangélique 
Libre (5, rue Durou)

TUESDAY 21 JANUARY
20:00 Christian Unity service, Villeneuve sur Lot, Eysses 
church (47300)

SUNDAY 26 JANUARY
10:30 Holy Communion – Bertric Burée
10:30 Fresh Expressions – Eymet Tourist Office (45 rue 
Gambetta)
10:30 Holy Communion – Limeuil
10:30 Holy Communion - Monteton
10:30 Family Service – Négrondes
15:30 All Age Worship – Bordeaux

THURSDAY 31 JANUARY
11:00 Holy Communion – Condom
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I can’t believe that another year has passed and we are once again embarking on a New Year.  Each year since I arrived in 
2016 I have made some mention at this stage about the uncertainty that is facing us in the coming twelve months.  Sadly, 

this year is no exception.  The election in the United Kingdom has now made Brexit an inevitable certainty – sooner rather 
than later – and we will shortly enter the period of wrangling over the exact terms of the split.  France too is undergoing a 
period of political and social upheaval and 2020 will also bring a Presidential election  (at very least) in the USA and who 
knows what else.  All in all, the view of the horizon still seems remarkably foggy!

It is, however, particularly pleasing that 2019 has been another very positive year in the Chaplaincy.  We have certainly faced 
our challenges, we have lost some dear friends and said goodbye to others who have moved on to pastures new but I believe 
that, as a church family we have grown together and enjoyed each others’ company over the last year.  We have also been 
blessed with another successful year financially due to lots of hard work by almost everyone but, most importantly, through 
acknowledging that it is “All Yours, Lord!” and that we worship a generous and faithful God.

Looking forward now, we start from a solid foundation but there is still much to be done.  We will need to keep careful 
control of our money and to continue to challenge ourselves to strength our financial situation even further.  However, I do 
feel that, over the last few years, we have been somewhat budget-driven and have perhaps lost focus on “the joy set before 
us”.  In the past, the only real hard input that the Chaplaincy Council have asked for has been an annual budget forecast 
from each worship centre.  This year, I would like to explore with local committees, local wardens and the ministry team 
how we can be more engaged with each other in sharing our faith and making the Gospel heard through Aquitaine.

For this reason, for the coming year I have not chosen a slogan, but the bible verse shown 
above.  I couldn’t think of a short, snappy way to shorten it so our 2020 theme is simply 
“Hebrews 12:2”.  This verse will, I trust, help us to look beyond the ups and downs of life and 
to focus on how Jesus leads us towards the joy of the promises of God.  He was willing to face 
the pain and shame of the cross to show us that way and has promised us a place with Him 
in God’s kingdom.  The future of our church family does not lie in us just working harder or 
working smarter.  Our security can only be found by fixing our eyes on Jesus and following 
where he leads us.

I hope that this verse will soon be firmly lodged in our collective memories and repeated 
as a constant reminder to us all at every point in the year.  I pray that we can look forward 
to many more great blessings in the twelve months to come and I am looking forward to 
journeying along this path with you all.

Happy New Year!

Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of God.”  (Hebrews 12:2  NIV)

Prayer for the Year
Heavenly Father,
as we journey along the path you have set before us,
strengthen our resolve to follow where you lead,
to speak your word with confidence,
to share your peace in our troubled world
and to show your love without  counting the cost.
In the name of our Lord Jesus, 
author and perfecter of our faith.
Amen
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Janis Adams  1945 - 2019
The presence of 174 people was a fitting tribute to reflect on the rich and rewarding life 
of Janis, when family and friends, from throughout the chaplaincy, gathered in Bertric 
Buree church to say a fond but sad farewell to this courageous woman. 

Janis, a woman of faith and fortitude was a tour de force in whatever she was involved. 
Many knew her in her role as Reader, and a vibrant and spirited member of BB, involved 
in all facets of church life, others as a Safeguarding Officer locally and in the Diocese, 
some as a part of a book club, others as a talented member of a writing group, others as 
a choir member of Variations Ensemble, participating in numerous Easter concerts and 
light-hearted productions.  

Chaplaincy Warden David Albrecht wrote:  “Janis took on the role of Chaplaincy Warden 
after volunteering to pick up the burden from Paul Mazzotti four years ago, and as we 
lived so far apart we would agree to meet halfway for face to face meetings in a lovely café 
which proved much more agreeable than phone, email, or skype! 

Janis was always the sensible one of this twin operation, making decision making much 
easier.  Discussions were also about Janis’s role as Safeguarding Officer for the Chaplaincy 

and how the “older” age group would not even entertain the computer-led Safeguarding courses at Level 1 never mind Level 
2, but Janis’s charm, tact and firmness led to success more often than not. 

I thank Janis not just for her years of Service to the Church and this Chaplaincy but for being my friend and mentor, I will 
miss you”. 

Janis touched so many of our lives, and we remember with love and thankfulness all she meant to us a person, and the many 
memories which we shall treasure in our hearts. Truly a special person, who will be and is sorely missed.

David Albrecht, Sheila Marshall and Sally Davies
see also page 17

Jean Dix  1937 - 2019
We were also very sad to say goodbye last month to Jean Dix who had been an important member 
of the Limeuil congregation for many years.

Charlotte writes:
I first met Jean about 25 years ago when we moved to Limeuil. Jean and John were always at the 
church social events we began attending and they made a point of chatting to us and the children 
and making us feel very welcome. 
Once I started to attend the church on a regular basis I came to know them both much better as we 
were in the same house group. Jean and John were regulars at the group, and John always told Jean 
that he much preferred it to church !   People came and went, but ill health would be the only thing 
which ever prevented Jean and John from attending. 
As well as often leading our home group, Jean was a lay worship leader in our church , she sang in the choir, and was 
a member of the prayer ministry team. She was well liked and her services which were always very down to earth and 
straightforward, were really appreciated. 
Jean was the first member of the congregation I told when I felt I was being called to ordination. She was someone who I 
knew and trusted enough to give me an honest opinion and straightforward advice. 
Each time I returned from training, I would go and visit her for a cup of tea and a chat. We would talk about the things I 
was learning and pray about where God was leading me.  
The  legacy that Jean leaves behind, is one that urges us to continue to grow in love and to offer that gentle kind of comfort 
that both her and John were so good at being able to offer.
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020: January 18-25th

Join us for services during the 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. The theme this year 
is: "They showed us unusual 
kindess" - "Ils nous ont témoigné 
une humanité peu ordinaire." 
(Acts 28:2)

At least once a year, Christians 
are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for 
his disciples that “they may be 

one so that the world may believe” (see John 17.21). Hearts are touched and 
Christians come together to pray for their unity. Congregations and parishes all 
over the world exchange preachers or arrange special celebrations and prayer 
services. The event that touches off this special experience is the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity.

This year the liturgy has been put together by an ecumenical group of Churches 
in Malta and Gozo. Visit the World Council of Churches, where you can find out 
more information and download the liturgy in various languages: https://www.
oikoumene.org/en/resources/week-of-prayer

This worship theme and service emphasizes the importance of moving from our 
discourses about unity, justice, and mercy to action and concrete commitment, 
and to acts of unity, justice and mercy in our personal lives, and in the life of our 
Christian communities.

Join us for services: 

Tuesday 14 Jan - 18:30, Périgueux, Eglise St Georges
Saturday 18 Jan - 11:00, Lalinde Dordogne (followed by a bring and share lunch)
Sunday 19 Jan - 11:00, Sainte Foy la Grande, Gironde
Monday 20 Jan - 20:30, Bergerac, Eglise Evangélique Libre, (5 rue Durou, 
Bergerac)
Tuesday 21 Jan - 19:30, Villeneuve sur Lot (Eysses), Eglise St 
Etienne
Saturday 01 Feb - 15:00, Ribérac Hospital Chapel, Dordogne

For more information, please contact Amy Owensmith:                 
06 07 04 07 77, chapaq.office@gmail.com

The front cover of this magazine has not been updated for some 
time so we are giving YOU  the opportunity to come up with a 
new design!  We are sure there are budding designers out there 
who would love to have a go.
The only rules are that you must include the words ‘Spreading 
the Word’ and the finished design should be sent as a jpg file. 
The closing date for entries is January 31st 2020 and the winning 
design will be selected by the Chaplaincy Communications team.

There’s no prize - just the pleasure for the winner of seeing their design on each magazine! 
Send your entries to Gill Sweetman at bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Sharing the Peace
Recently there was discussion in 
a national UK newspaper about 
sharing the peace in church.  Here 
are some of the interesting comments 
made!

‘I have just bought a pair of black 
leather gloves especially to wear 
at Mass. Thus when everyone is 
shaking hands with their neighbours 
during the Sign of Peace, I will be 
somewhat protected from picking 
up other churchgoers’ germs.’

‘One answer to the problems 
generated by the Sign of Peace in 
church services would be to have 
“hug free” zones.’

‘Brought up with the Book of 
Common Prayer, I find shaking 
hands or cuddling strangers the last 
straw.  If obliged to attend a service 
including this business I always 
ensure I wear lace-up shoes.  I can 
then sit in the pew and re-tie my 
laces while everybody else is being 
everything but peaceful.’

‘You need not hug at the Peace - a 
handshake is enough.  That simple 
act, with a smile and “Peace be 
with you”, may be the only physical 
contact that some lonely churchgoer 
has all week.’
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Reader Training Weekend
The Diocese in Europe has been described as "the Anglican Communion in miniature". Not a bad description, given that 
40 of the 165 countries of the Anglican world are in this diocese! Not a bad description since in most of our congregations 
there are over a dozen nationalities at worship. Not a bad description given that our present licensed clergy come from 
about 20 different countries around the world. It often surprises folk who come to know our diocese that migrants from the 
UK are no longer the majority in so many of our congregations. Our diaspora communities are made up of migrants from 
all around the world!

If we are “the Anglican Communion in miniature” it follows that 
our Licensed Lay Ministers (Readers), as preachers and teachers of 
the faith, need to be very familiar with the essentials of Anglican 
ecclesiology, the nature of the Anglican Communion and the fruits 
and challenges of Anglican ecumenical dialogue with other Christian 
traditions. 

Those who are in training for Reader Ministry in this diocese are 
required therefore to attend at some point in their formation (or 
as soon after admission to this ministry as possible) a weekend in-
depth seminar on “The Anglican Tradition”. Thus our trained lay 
theologians in this diocese are well equipped to understand our 
international Communion, its history and contemporary challenges, 
our ecumenical vision and commitments, as well as our own particular 
C of E structure, governance and legal/canonical tradition. (Canon 
law is after all simply “applied ecclesiology”).

In early December, 19 Lay Ministers or 
Lay Ministers in training attended this 
seminar. It was led by the new Director 
of Reader Ministry, the Revd Canon 
Paul Wignall. Keynote speakers were our 
Diocesan Registrar, Aiden Hargreaves-
Smith, Dr Alan Wakely, former Secretary 
of the Central Readers’ Council, my 
Chaplain Deacon Frances Hiller, and 
myself.

Aiden engaged the Readers in a lively, 
participatory presentation on the 
governance and canons of the Church 
of England. Fr Paul introduced us to 

three contemporary Anglican theologians from our global Communion, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Bishop Michael 
Curry and Dr Kwok Pui Lan. Dr Wakely led an fascinating historical account tracing the ministry of Reader back to the 
dissolution of the monasteries under Henry VIII. Deacon Frances presented on music in the Anglican tradition, from 
Choral Evensong, through hymnody and modern worship songs, emphasising 
how most Anglicans in the pews learn much of their theology from the hymns 
and worship songs they sing. My lectures were on the principles of Anglican 
ecclesiology, the development of the Anglican Communion, and what 
Anglicans have contributed to and learned from our ecumenical dialogues.

Trainee Lay Minister Eric Sibomana from Holy Trinity Brussels commented 
on the weekend, “I have discovered so much about the Anglican tradition....
and I have been a cradle Anglican! Throughout this seminar, j’ai été à la fois 
surpris et enrichi” (I have been both surprised and enriched).

Bishop David

Ed: Can you spot our two Readers in training, Anne Penfold and Nellie 
Salvi, in the photo?

Canon Paul Wignall
Director of Reader Ministry

Registrar Aiden Hargreaves-Smith 
illustrates the governance of the 

Church of England
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A New Year Challenge!
I have been challenged by a scripture 
note asking me how I write emails 
and letters, so I thought this would 
make a good challenge for us all at 
the start of this New Year.

How do you start and end your 
emails or letters after Dear . . .?

If we look to our Bible, how many 
letters start with “Grace and Peace”.  
Do we take time to say “how are you? 
We are thinking of you?  First of all, 
be assured of our love and care for 
you.  You are cherished and much 
loved.  We hope all is at peace with 
you and yours.

How would we feel by receiving 
a similar sentence or one of the 
sentences above - before we read on?  
Take the time to tell those to whom 
we write, how much we care.

This, also, sets the framework for 
what we wish to say next, and, 
hopefully will stop rushed emails 
or letters that do not exactly express 
how we feel and can stop being 
misinterpreted.  

At the end of the email or letter how 
do we close?  Perhaps, with much 
love, best wishes, kind regards, but 
what about an arrow prayer.  God 
Bless (shortened version of May the 
Lord Bless you and keep you . . .) or 
use the full words.

Take the time to read through what 
has been written, before pushing the 
send key or sealing the envelope, 
make sure that what is written is 
correct and in the right tone.

Just taking the time, can make such a 
difference to the person receiving our 
communication, and will help form 
deeper and loving relationships.

The challenge at the start of this year 
is “How do we start and end our 
emails or letters?

Much love,

God Bless,

Sheila Campbell
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Date for your Diary!

Chaplaincy & Chap-Aid 
AGMs 2020 will be on 

Saturday 
4th April 2020 at 

Doudrac, Lot et Garonne.  
We hope you can be 

there! 

When it comes to spice you can’t 
get more interesting than 

Coriander.  Coriandrum Sativum 
has been cultivated for 3,000 years; 
it is one of the main ingredients of 
Garam masala, used in curries.  It 
gives a zing to pickles and stuffing, 
and is used in ‘a la greque’ dishes.  It 
has a great affinity with apples and a 
sprinkling on an apple pie or crumble 
or added to a fruit cake or bread,  is 
magic.  Actually I keep coriander in 
an old pepper mill and use it rather 
like pepper.  Always make sure the 
seeds are fresh: damp or stale seeds 
are a disaster.  Bring them to life in 
a hot pan for a few minutes: you will 
be amazed at the difference.

The plant is a good all-rounder, the 
leaves are fragrantly refreshing and 
are wonderful in salads and tossed 
on Thai curries and especially good 
with fish.

Steeped in history, the spice has been 
a Chinese love potion, immortality 
giver, babies’ sleep inducer, anti-
rheumatic and added to juniper 
berries is a flavouring for gin.

Coriander Mushrooms are a 
delicious starter.  For 3 people 
take 6oz/175g of small white firm 
mushrooms; 1tsp coriander seed; 
2tbs olive oil; lemon juice; salt and 
black pepper and bay leaves.  Cook 
gently for one minute and then leave 
for a further five minutes over a low 

heat.  Remove to a dish, making 
sure all oil and bay leaves cover the 
mushrooms.  Sprinkle with olive oil 
and lemon juice and eat cold.

It’s a cold day – Terrine de porc 
is a favourite.  Take 1½lbs/750g 
potatoes; 4 pork chops; small glass 
of white wine; 1 onion; 2/3 garlic 
cloves; juniper berries; parsley; 
4oz/100g bacon or ham.  Peel and 
slice the potatoes thinly using half of 
them to line a casserole.  Insert garlic 
cloves and juniper berries into chops 
near the bone.  Brown chops and lay 
on potatoes, cover with remaining 
potatoes and sliced onion.  Season 
and lay over the top the bacon or 
ham adding the white wine.  Wrap 
dish in foil and cook very slowly for 
3 hours.  Serve with chopped parsley.  
This is peasant food and you can use 
cider instead of wine. 

We must keep up our winter salads 
and here’s one using coriander: 
8oz/225g red cabbage; 1 Cox apple; 
1 onion; 2 celery stalks. For the 
dressing: ½tsp coriander seeds;  1 

clove garlic; ½tsp mustard, salt, 
black pepper; 2tbs olive oil; 2tbs 
wine vinegar.  
Crush coriander seeds and refresh in 
a heated frying pan over a moderate 
heat for 5 to 10 minutes.  Shred 
cabbage, discard ribs. Grate apple 

Thoughts on Winter spices    
                       with Frances Pengelly and chop the onion and celery.  Mix 

together.  For the dressing crush 
garlic, add mustard, salt and pepper, 
add oil and vinegar and a little 
sugar to taste and stir well.  Make in 
advance of eating and keep in fridge.

Try baked oranges!  Cut the top off, 
add sugar and lemon juice, put in a 
covered casserole and bake until soft.  
Serve with cream or crème fraiche 
with a twist of the coriander in the 
pepper mill.

New phone number!

Please note that our Chaplaincy 
Communications Officer, Sally 

Davies, has a new phone 
number.  

It is now 09 75 93 01 81
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"January is here, with eyes that keenly 
glow,
A frost-mailed warrior striding a 
shadowy steed of snow."

Edgar Fawcett

Birthstone: Garnet
Flower: Carnation

Capricorn: Dec 22 - January 19
Aquarius: January 20 - February 18

A wet January, a wet Spring.
A warm January, a cold May.  
(Welsh Proverb) 

How much do you know about 
January?

January is named for Janus 
(Ianuarius), revered as the ‘God 

of Gateways’, ‘of Doorways’ and 
‘of the Journey.’ The name has its 
beginnings in Roman mythology, 
where the Latin word for door 
(ianua) comes from - January is the 
door to the year. 

Janus protected the ‘Gate of 
Heaven’, was known as the ‘Lord of 
Beginnings’, is associated with the 
‘Goddess Juno-Janus’, and was often 
symbolized by an image of a face that 
looks forwards and backwards at the 
same time. This symbolism can easily 
be associated with the month 
known by many as the start 
of a new year which brings 
new opportunities. We cast 
out the old and welcome in 
the new. It is the time when 
many reflect on events of 
the previous year and often 
resolve to redress or improve 
some aspect of daily life or 
personal philosophy.

The Roman New Year festival 
was called the Calends, and 
people decorated their homes and 
gave each other gifts.

Traditionally, the original Roman 
calendar consisted of 10 months, 
totalling 304 days, winter being 
considered a monthless period. 
Around 713 BC, the semi-mythical 
successor of Romulus, King Numa 
Pompilius, is supposed to have 
added the months of January and 
February, allowing the calendar to 
equal a standard lunar year (355 
days). The first day of the month is 
known as New Year's Day.

Although March was originally 
the first month in the old Roman 
Calendar, January assumed that 
position beginning in 153 BC when 
the two consuls, for whom the years 
were named, began to be chosen on 
January 1. The reason for this shift 
of the new year into the dead of 
winter was to allow the new consuls 
to complete the elections and 
ceremonies upon becoming consuls, 
and still reach their respective 
consular armies by the start of the 
campaigning.

Various Christian feast dates were 
used for the New Year in Europe in 
the Middle Ages, including March 
25 and December 25. However, 
medieval calendars were displayed 
in the Roman fashion of twelve 
columns from January to December. 
Beginning in the 16th century, 
European countries began officially 
making January 1 the start of the 
New Year once again, sometimes 
called Circumcision Style because 
this was the date of the Feast of the 
Circumcision, being the 8th day 
from December 25.

The Flute
John Bunyan, the author of ‘Pilgrim’s 
Progress’, was a tinker from Bedford.  
The rulers of England did not like 
what he said and so they put him in 
prison and he had to stay there for 
twelve years.

John was not downhearted.  He went 
on with his writing and he worked 
very hard making shoelaces to sell to 
help keep his family.

Every now and then, the keeper of 
the prison would hear a jolly little 
tune coming from John Bunyan’s cell.  
It sounded like a flute.  But whenever 
the keeper came and looked through 
the cell door, there was John sitting 
on his three-legged stool, working 
away at his shoelaces.  There was no 
sign of a flute.

Even when he searched the cell, the 
keeper could not find it.  Yet as soon 
as his back was turned, there was the 
flute again, as loud and clear as ever.

John played all kinds of tunes.  He 
had a favourite hymn which he 
had written himself, and perhaps 
sometimes he played a tune for this.  
The words were a comfort to him, for 
they said:

    ‘He that is down need fear no fall, 
    He that is low no prode;
    He that is humble ever shall
    Have God to be his guide.’

But whatever tune John Bunyan 
played, the keeper never found his 
flute because John was sitting on it!  
It was one of the legs of his wooden 
stool; he had hollowed it out with his 
knife so that he could play on it.  The 
keeper made such a rattling with his 
keys that John always had time to 
put the stool leg back and sit down 
before the keeper could catch him!
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Around theDiocese:

Enter the 2020 Diocesan Photo Competition
In this coming year, we’re looking to promote our position as an Eco-Diocese.  Cameras at the ready, here is the competition:

“Please send us a picture that demonstrates how your church is responding to the challenges of environmental sustainability.”

The deadline for entries is 31st January 2020.  Please send your entry marked "2020 Diocesan Photo competition" to 
communications@europe.anglican.org

Bishop Robert will judge the entries and the competition results will be announced in February 2020.

San Ignazio, Rome

This beautiful photo was posted by Bishop David on his blog on 25th December to wish everyone a Happy Christmas

When there is a big job to be done, there can be four kinds of ‘bones’:

WISHBONES - people who want everybody else to do the work

JAWBONES - people who talk a lot - but do very little else

KNUCKLEBONES - people who ‘knock’ everything others try to do

BACKBONES - people who roll up their sleeves and get on with the work
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Time to 
smile......

I’m Fine Thank You

There is nothing the matter with me, 
I’m as healthy as can be
I have arthritis in both my knees, 
and when I talk I talk with a wheeze
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.

Arch supports I have on my feet, 
or I wouldn’t be able to be on the street.
Sleep is denied me night after night, 
but every morning I find I’m alright
My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.

The moral is this, as my tale I unfold
That for you and me who are growing old
It’s better to say, “I’m fine” with a grin
Then to let folks know the shape we are in.

How do I know that my youth is all spent?
Well my ‘Get up and go’ has got up and went
But I really don’t mind when I think with a grin
Of all the grand places my ‘Get up’ has been.

Old age is golden I’ve heard it said, 
but sometimes I wonder as I get into bed
With my ears in the drawer, my teeth in a cup
My eyes on the table until I wake up.
Ere sleep overtakes me I say to myself
“Is there anything else I could lay on the shelf?”

I get up each morning and dust off my wits
Pick up the paper and read the ‘Obits’.
If my name is still missing I know I’m not dead
So I have a good breakfast and go back to bed.

Author Unknown

How much does a prayer weigh?                              

Louise Redden, a poorly dressed lady with a look of defeat on her 
face, walked into a grocery store. She approached the owner of the 
store in a most humble manner and asked if he would let her charge a 
few groceries. She softly explained that her husband was very ill and 
unable to work, they had seven children and they needed food.

John Longhouse, the grocer, scoffed at her and requested that she 
leave his store.

Visualizing the family needs, she said: "Please, sir! I will bring you the 
money just as soon as I can."

John told her he could not give her credit, as she did not have a charge 
account at his store.

Standing beside the counter was a customer who overheard the 
conversation between the two. The customer walked forward and told 
the grocer that he would stand good for whatever she needed for her 
family.

The grocer said in a very reluctant voice, "Do you have a grocery list?"

Louise replied, "Yes sir"

"O.K." he said, "put your grocery list on the scales and whatever your 
grocery list weighs, I will give you that amount in groceries."

Louise, hesitated a moment with a bowed head, then she reached into 
her purse and took out a piece of paper and scribbled something on 
it. She then laid the piece of paper on the scale carefully with her head 
still bowed.

The eyes of the grocer and the customer showed amazement when the 
scales went down and stayed down.

The grocer, staring at the scales, turned slowly to the customer and 
said begrudgingly, "I can't believe it."

The customer smiled and the grocer started putting the groceries on 
the other side of the scales. The scale did not balance so he continued 
to put more and more groceries on them until the scales would hold 
no more. The grocer stood there in utter disgust.

Finally, he grabbed the piece of paper from the scales and looked at 
it with greater amazement. It was not a grocery list, it was a prayer 
which said:

"Dear Lord, you know my needs and I am leaving this in your hands."

The grocer gave her the groceries that he had gathered and stood in 
stunned silence. Louise thanked him and left the store. The customer 
handed a fifty-dollar bill to the grocer and said, "It was worth every 
penny of it."

It was some time later that the grocer discovered the scales were 
broken; therefore, only God knows how much a prayer weighs.

Have a blessed day!

Author Unknown
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Do you know who your 
Ancestors were?  

For just 50€, all of which goes to 
Chaplaincy Funds, Gill will research 

your ancestors and then provide 
you with a report and a family tree. 

Or why not make it a special gift 
for a relative?

   
For more information speak to 

Gill Sweetman on 05 53 73 13 59  
bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Is drinking costing more than money?
Alcoholics Anonymous

If you or someone you know has a drinking 
problem, there are now a number of  English-
speaking meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous 
in the South West of France.

Contact – Ewen 05 53 05 76 62 or 

Roger 05 55 76 22 65

Don’t forget!
  Articles for this 

magazine are always
 very welcome!

Please ensure you send to: 
bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Deadline for next issue 
is 20th of February 2020.

Gill is looking forward 
to some new articles 

from you!!

Green Faith is an an international, multi-faith initiative focused on changing 
personal consumption habits as one response to the #ClimateEmergency. Their 
mission is to help people to focus on the changes that have the biggest impact: 
transport, diet, and home energy use.

They are encouraging people to host community events to discuss these issues 
together, called "Living the Change". Here is a link:

https://livingthechange.net/time?link_id=5&can_id=499370120af8
e6cb88b5879ed18a8b47&source=email-living-the-change&email_
referrer=email_658382___subject_857176&email_subject=living-the-change  

Green Faith - Faithful choices for a flourishing world    

As people of faith and spirit, we are deeply grateful for the Earth. Yet we know 
that nature is out of balance and feel a responsibility to respond. We want our 
lives to reflect our values, avoiding excess and embracing sufficiency.

Reducing the impact of our consumption is a spiritual 
challenge. By Living the Change, we engage this struggle with 
joy as part of our response to climate change.

Here is a link to their website

https://livingthechange.net/?fbclid
=IwAR39tGWBnwyVkD6pWwnM
r8shVQjXMmjYyNi3DNtcXp7Q-
khmiEfartYWoX8
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and events 

from all our 
churches

January Services
5th January 11.00 we are meeting in the home of Kay & Glenn in La Chapelle Aubareil 24290 followed by a bring and share 
lunch.
19th January 11.00 meeting at Kay & Glenn's home, followed by lunch.

1st December Tony lead our service. The theme was Let us Walk in the Light of the Lord. In Advent we count down 
to celebrating the birth of Jesus. However, the date of the second coming is not on any calendar. We are encouraged to be 
righteous and make the most of the time God has given us while we are here on earth. Worship is integral to drawing us all 
together. Worship leads our eyes to God's eyes, to his perspective. Heaven and earth meet via worship. 

16th December Carol Service. We welcomed Tony and the new Priest Pére Christophe Lafaye. In the Old Testament 
they were told to tell their children and their children's children the 
mighty works of God, so that no one forgot all that he had done for them. 
We are no different and love to tell the story of God coming down to us 
in human form but without the tainted blood of Adam. The love of the 
Father for us, revealed in the love of the Son for us, obedient to his death 
on the cross. 

Dave did an excellent job of putting the service together.  There were 
two videos from l'eglise Momentum, of Chris Tomlin songs: Il régnera 
(He shall reign forevermore) and A Christmas Alleluia, both in French. 
The readings alternated in French and English and every carol had some 
verses in French. The team all played their parts to make it run smoothly 
and be a fitting remembrance of that day long ago.

It was lovely to see old friends and meet new ones. The church was 
decorated with night lights, light ropes and greenery. At the end there 
was a welcome cup of vin chaud, coffee or mulled apple juice together 
with stollen, mince pies and spiced biscuits. 

In the new year we look forward to journeying together on the narrow 
road, full of the joys and blessings the Lord has in store for us, who love 
him dearly. We know he loves us enough not to leave us as we are but to 
transform us into the disciples he has designed and equipped us to be. 
We pray for all who don't know him and offer ourselves to his service, to 
go forth and tell, to be Christ to the lost and hurting souls. 

May his Kingdom come on earth as it is in Heaven. 

As the children's song goes: This little light of mine, I'm going to let it 
shine, let it shine, all the time.

Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78
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Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09

January Services
Sunday 12 January   10:30  Holy Communion    Rev’d Brian Davies  Négrondes
Tuesday 14 January 18:30 Christian Unity service, Eglise St Georges, Périgueux 
Sunday 19 January   10:30  Holy Communion Rev’d Liz Morris  Chancelade
Sunday 26 January   10:30  Family Service    Patrick Sturges   Négrondes

A Very Happy New Year To All
We pray it will be a year blessed with peoples of all race and creed coming together in peace and 
love, with hope and generosity of spirit within their hearts. May we as Christ’s ambassadors be good 
examples of His Way.
Before we race on too quickly into this new year let us reflect a while at the end of 2019. As ever December was “full on”, as 
they say, so many Christmas markets to visit, carols to be sung and gifts to seek out and then to wrap, and don’t forget the 
various menus.  Was it possible to find a turkey any more than 3 kilos ?
December is a busy month and exciting time especially if you are a child waiting for St Nicholas, Santa Claus, Father 
Christmas. Are we and others so taken up with all this rigmaroll that we have forgotten the Christ in Christmas? We don’t 
mean to push Him to the sidelines but it is so easy to be so taken up with everything else.  He is just there sitting at our 
kitchen table, by us on the sofa, watching us as we sleep but we are too distracted to notice his quiet waiting. 

Carols at Chancelade were well attended on the 14th Dec. and carols heartily sung and 
enjoyed. As per habitude a glass of mulled wine and mince pies were shared after the 
service, The Chapel looked lovely with seasonal greenery and flowers decorating it, many 
thanks to those artistic hands. Barely a week later Negrondes had the pleasure of their 

carol service with a very goodly 
number attending, it was good to 
welcome strangers to our church 
and hope they may join us again. 
Mags Parry kindly played for us, 
and many thanks go to her. A 
joyful noise was certainly made 
by one an all.
Again the church was beautifully 
decorated, Many thanks to those 
ladies that come with their skills 
and greenery. We even had a Christmas tree.  Sparkling wine and 
sweet meats were served and enjoyed by all.

For the Bishops appeal we raised 113.50€ which has been forwarded to the treasurer.

Rev’d Robin Nash led our Christmas communion and shared thoughts that come from Joseph, Mary’s husband. An 
interesting and thoughtful dialogue: Thank you Robin, we hope to see you again in  2020.  The year starts with several of 
our members away visiting families and friends but services continue as usual. 

Home Group will be meeting on the 17th January at the home of Sue Baker in Corgnac sur L’Isle  For directions call 
0608934430.

Needle Nutters, aka Simply Sewing will recommence  on the 4th February Chez Brook, anyone who likes a natter at the 
same time as stitching fabric is more than welcome.

Let us not forget Christmas too soon and rush to the next celebration whatever yours may be, a birthday or wedding 
anniversary. Take time to reflect on the birth of our Saviour, the wonder of it all, the great generosity of our creator to send 
His son to help us in our confusion, fear and sorrow. To rejoice with us at times of great celebration, the birth of a child, 
healing of body and or spirit,  for leading us on the right path, that straight and narrow way. The world is a mess and we have 
all contributed to that mess, be it global warming or a sharp word with a neighbour. We all fail at times but He is so loving 
that if we turn to Him in sorrow he will embrace us once more for He truly is our redeemer.
Let’s not forget.

Have a New Year full of Love, walking with Jesus and knowing Him better.
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Monteton     

 CW 
 ML    Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC    Dave Lee   drl4747@gmail.com(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

January Services
There are no services at Monteton until:
Sunday 26th January    10.30      Holy Communion   The Chaplain

Our Ecumenical Service of Lessons and Carols took place on the evening of Tuesday 10th December to a congregation 
of French and English who filled the church to overflowing! The Roman Catholic Priest, Abbe Pere Taillade, who led 

the service along with our Chaplain, Tony, gave a very emotive and heartfelt introduction urging us all to work together in 
these troubled times, an especially apt sentiment during the lead-up to the British General Election! Hazel led us into “Away 
in a Manger” with a beautiful soprano solo and it was, as ever, a great privilege to hear some of the well-known Readings 
spoken in the French language, as it was to hear lovely French Carols such as “Noel Nouvelet”, and “Il est ne le Divin Enfant” 
amongst the English ones. After the service, traditional mince pies and mulled wine were served, a great opportunity to 
talk with visitors, both English and French. Thank you to all those who made this wonderful annual event possible, clergy, 
readers, choir, to organist Adrian (who flew out to France especially to play for us), to those who prepared the church and 
to those who prepared the refreshments, particularly Penny and Roger who made and served the delicious mulled wine!

The church at Monteton was yet again filled on Christmas Eve for Holy Communion, led by Revd Barrie Green and 
assisted by Revd Liz Morris. We enjoyed singing more carols, particularly the Harold Darke setting of Christina Rossetti’s 
poem,“In the Bleak Mid-Winter” with Pep’s soprano solo and George’s tenor rendering of the verse “What can I give Him?” 
In all, a very good beginning to Christmas.

The Advent Course held at the home of Norma and Leslie Eckett was enjoyed by a large group 
of us, gathered around the kitchen table in front of the fire – a very suitable setting, given 
the theme of the course, “A clear view of the Birth of Jesus”, (or “The Nativity unwrapped”)! 
During the three sessions, we heard lectures given by the late academic and Biblical scholar 
Dr Kenneth Bailey, where he sought to present to us what life really was like in the Middle 
East at the time of Christ’s birth, and compared the different accounts given to us in the 
Scriptures . It offered us much to think about and to discuss afterwards. Many thanks to Liz 
Morris for organising the sessions, (and the cakes!), to Marion for leading two of them, and not forgetting Leslie and Norma 
for their warm hospitality!

Our congregation will meet again for a service of Holy Communion at the end of January, 
refreshed from time spent with family and friends and ready to welcome a New Year of worship 
and fellowship at Monteton.
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Bordeaux   

CW    Heather Gardiner             07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson                   05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Johnson Low            06 42 32 17 36
ML    Communications Team   06 52 53 77 16
PC     Christine Rychlewski       06 81 85 72 97

January Services
All Services will be held at the Chapelle du Grand Bon Pasteur, Bordeaux
Sunday 5th January    15:30   Holy Communion    Rev''d Robin Nash
Sunday, 12th January France 2 Morning Television - Ecumenical Service with Tony and Charlotte participating
Sunday 12th January   15:30   All Age Worship    Rev'd Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 19th January   15:30   Family Communion    Rev'd Charlotte Sullivan
Sunday 26th January   15:30   All Age Worship    Rev'd Charlotte Sullivan

Message from Charlotte
Firstly I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.

As I look back on the 2019, I feel very encouraged by the work we have done in Bordeaux, (in sometimes challenging 
circumstances) and I feel positive about the coming year. We are still actively engaged in looking for new premises for our 
congregation, and that will continue with meetings already planned for early January.

The Sisters at Le Grand Bon Pasteur continue to offer us the most amazing 
welcome and patience as we pursue our various options. I think as a community 
we have been blessed by their loving Christian hospitality.

They have thrown open their doors and welcomed the strangers, something which 
I believe, we as a community have learned a lot in the last year.

December saw some amazing examples of our community coming together and 
working hard to achieve something beautiful.

First, the church bazaar ! This was 
my first bazaar and I am so very 
grateful to Deirdre Rankin and 
Heather Gardener (and all their 
little helpers) for all they did in co 
ordinating this event.

Despite the pouring rain, we 
had many visitors and raised an 
amazing amount for Chaplaincy 
funds and for our chosen charities. 
It was a day full of laughter and 
chat, introductions were given and new friends were made.

For our Carol Service this year we once again received a 
kind invitation from the beautiful Eglise Notre Dame in 
the centre of Bordeaux.

We received a very warm welcome and around 230 people 
came and enjoyed the singing, the telling of the Christmas 
story, and our brilliant talented Sunday School!

My Carol Service sermon was titled “us” which was fitting 
because it was not as individuals that we made both of 
these major events in our church life a success but as us, 
our christian community, our family.

We are immensely grateful to Pere Bruno from the 
Paroisse du Port for his kind support throughout the year 
and especially for making the Eglise St Pierre available 
to us throughout the year and for our Christmas Day 
service.

It was wonderful to welcome old friends and new, and to celebrate Jesus’ birth together in the most beautiful of settings.
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The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosemary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15 
ML     Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
PC      Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

My prayer is that we will continue to grow as a community in 2020, there is no I, in Bordeaux! Just as we have been 
welcomed, I pray that we will continue to welcome the stranger, that we will continue to search for new premises but that 
we will continue to search for the lost, the lonely and the broken too, sharing Christ love and shining a light into the dark 
places of our world.       

Charlotte xx  (Reverend Charlotte Sullivan)

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: 18 – 25 January 2020
In 2020, Bordeaux will be starting the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity with a bang!  France 2 television has 
invited the evangelical churches in Bordeaux to prepare an ecumenical service.  The service will be broadcast 
on Sunday, 12th January and recorded in the the church which was formerly St Nicholas Anglican church. 
Our Chaplain, Reverend Tony Lomas and Reverend Charlotte Sullivan will be involved.

On Sunday 19th, we are all invited to an ecumenical 
celebration at Eglise Saint-Augustin, Place de l'Église 
Saint-Augustin, 33000 Bordeaux, organised by the 
Catholic church in conjunction with the Mérignac EPUF Protestant 
church. The service will start at 10.30, followed by a picnic lunch.

The Caudéran ecumenical study group will be holding a service at 
Chapelle Jasmin, Rue du Dr Roux, 33320 Eysines on Thursday 23 rd, 
starting at 19.00 and followed by a bring-and-share finger-food buffet.

Other dates will probably be announced – 
  watch anglicanbordeaux.org

January Services
Sunday 5 January 10:30 Service of the Word  Sheila Marshall
Sunday 5 January 16:00 Epiphany Carol Service  Sheila Marshall
Wednesday 8 January 11:00 BCP Holy Communion  Rev’d Brian Davies
Sunday 12 January ◊ 10:30 Holy Communion   Rev’d Barrie Green
Sunday 19 January 10:30 Family Service   Steve Long
Sunday 26 January 10:30 Holy Communion   Rev’d Brian Davies

◊ A Bring-and-Share lunch in the Upper Room follows this service.
Please bring a dish to share and your own cutlery, plate and glass.

Please join us for tea and proper coffee across the road in the Upper Room after the Sunday morning services
The Book Barn, with its immense stock of reasonably-priced second-hand books, is open after each morning service

– it’s next to the Upper Room

For the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity there will be a joint service in  Ribérac Hospital Chapel
 Saturday 1 February  at 15:00

 
Steve Long writes about the 10th December funeral of Janis Adams 
On a cold but fine December afternoon, one hundred and seventy-four people tried, and failed, to squeeze inside the church 
of St Peter and St Paul at Bertric-Burée. All the seats had been taken long before the service started and those who delayed 
their arrival until the appointed hour couldn’t even manage to stand inside the building but stood on the steps outside the 
main door and froze! 

Unlike our usual services there was almost silence for the best part of half an hour before the soulful organ-led strains of 
Procol Harum’s ‘A Whiter Shade of Pale’ heralded the start of Janis Adams’ funeral.  
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Four priests and three readers took various parts in the service and Jan’s blue stole rested on the casket as if to point out that 
there were really four readers present. It was left it to the Chaplain in his reflection 
to point out just how pivotal Jan had been, not only in Bertric-Burée, but in the life 
of the entire chaplaincy and how her passing had left a gap that will prove difficult 
to fill. It wasn’t difficult to imagine her in her coffin though, glasses on top of her 
head smiling at her church building being full to bursting point.
This was a family occasion – three generations of Jan’s immediate family, a huge 
number of her Bertric-Burée family and an even bigger number of her chaplaincy 
family all mingled with scores of local French and English to send our sister off to 
be with her Lord in a mixture of joy and sorrow. 
It is easy for a funeral to be a time of sorrow and mourning with musical dirges and 
subdued reflections, but that is just not Jan’s style. 
The Variations Ensemble completely filled the side chapel and their lovely rendition 
of ‘Panis Angelicus’ echoed around the church, before the entire congregation 
clapped as they sang Kendrick’s ‘Shine, Jesus, shine’ just as Jan had taught them. 
Roger’s eulogy took us all back to the sixties and seventies and left many of us with 
tears of mirth mingling with those of sadness rolling down our cheeks. 
Unlike most funerals where the priest leads the coffin out with the family and 
congregation following, we had to ask half the congregation to leave just so that 
there was room for the coffin to actually depart to the haunting sounds of Albinoni’s 
Adagio being skilfully teased out of Jill Balfour’s flute.
It was barely possible to walk into either of the front rooms in the Upper Room as 
teas and coffees washed down the feast of cake and canapés for the throngs at the 
wake. Not so much a time of mourning as a party thrown to support one of our 
own on the last stage of her journey.
To borrow and amend the words of a Mennonite acquaintance of mine ‘Janis has 

arrived safely [in heaven],’ and I can just imagine our Lord hugging her, saying ‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant,’ 
and throwing her a better party than we were having.

Steve Long
The Christmas Market
Twinkling lights, garlands, festive music and evergreen trees 
transformed the Foyer Rural at Bertric-Burée from a meeting venue 
into a very merry Christmas market last month. Despite the drizzling 
rain, our spirits were happy and bright as we welcomed Dronne Valley 
members and supporters as well as Bertric-Burée neighbours and 
friends to our 5th annual Christmas market on December 7th. 
A sense excitement was felt immediately on walking through the door 
and seeing all the smiling faces. From 10am to 3pm holiday shoppers 
and market goers browsed through all the varied gift, craft and food 
stalls on offer from an assortment of local artisans and vendors. And, 
when hunger and thirst set in, bacon butties and mulled wine along 
with coffee, tea and cakes were available to satisfy all needs. 
We were thrilled with the number who came and very pleased that almost €2400 was raised.  However, even more rewarding 
was the sense of friendship and fellowship that everyone enjoyed. The true meaning of the spirit of Christmas is alive and 
well and available for all, free of charge, at Bertric-Burée.  

Kathy Carter

The Crafty Natterers

We’re meeting Thursday, 16th January at 2pm at Ann Orr’s home in Montignac le Coq.   
If you need directions, please contact Jean Stocks   
Here are some of us with a selection of hand-made crackers,   ready for the Christmas 
Market
Please bring your own craft project to Crafty Natterers 
Come and join us!      Contact Jean Stocks
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Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac    
  

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Dave Lee                 drl4747@gmail.comjust off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  

on D245 north-east of Agen 
Envals

St Médard

Please note there are no services at the above churches in January

DOUDRAC

The first of our Advent candles was lit by Rev’d Louise Courtney as she led our service of Holy Communion on Sunday 
morning, 1st December.  Rev’d Louise’s sermon explained why it is the beginning of the new church year; a time of 

preparation for the coming of the Messiah for the church and for ourselves.

We were delighted to welcome new faces at our Service of Lessons and 
Carols on the morning of Sunday, 8th December. There were nearly fifty 
attendees, including children.      The church was decorated with fresh green 
leaves, laden with red berries and pine cones that were placed along the altar 
steps with tiny lighted candles. A manger completed the scene. The service 
opened with a warm welcome from Rev’d Liz Morris and the first verse of 
‘Once in Royal David’s City’ was sung by a member of the choir, which was 
followed with lively singing from the congregation. Throughout the service, a 
small choir sang ‘Gaudete’, ‘The Holly and the ivy’ by David Warner-Howard 
and ‘Morning Star, by Lloyd Larson. Following the service, we gathered to 
enjoy drinks and nibbles in the Salles des Fetes.

Christmas Day Holy Communion at Doudrac was 
celebrated that morning by Rev’d Liz Morris, with Rev’d 
Louise Courtney who was invited to preach. Fifty adults 
and children were present in the candle-lit church with 
thirty-seven attendees taking communion. Once again, 
plenty of hearty singing of the carols followed by a glass 
of bubbly and nibbles in the Salles des Fetes.

Advent Course
After coffee, cake and friendship the two groups meeting 
weekly during December learned more about the birth 
of Jesus from a historical Middle Eastern viewpoint with 
lectures from the late Rev Dr Ken Bailey, a Christian who 
had spent his adult life in the Middle East and latterly 
in Jerusalem. His often humerous approach tested and 

challenged our knowledge of the nativity accounts in the gospels of Matthew and Luke and by bringing the accounts to life 
in a new way, helped us draw closer to our Lord during the previous time of Advent. 

DONDAS
This year’s bi-lingual Carol Service was on Wednesday, 11 December and was taken by Rev’d Liz Morris, with singing led 
by Chant’Allez accompanied by Marilyn Morrow.  It was followed by mulled wine and mince pies in the Salle des Fêtes.  The 
church was nearly full and the service was obviously appreciated by both regulars and new visitors.

Our final eucharist for 2019 was on Sunday, 15 December, also celebrated by Rev’d Liz Morris.  Liz preached on looking 
forward, based on the readings for the day, and of the need to be patient as we await the coming of Christ.  Before the service 
Liz conducted a brief dedication of Jeremy James’ gravestone in the cemetery behind the church, and after the service we 
drank a toast to Jeremy with fizz and nibbles rather than our usual coffee.

Our first eucharist for 2020 will be on Sunday, 16 February, at 10.30am and will be celebrated by Rev’ds Angela and David 
Marshall.

ENVALS
A fundraising ‘Come Dine With Me’ event took place on the Saturday afternoon of 14th December chez Rolfe. After aperitifs 
in the drawing room, we crossed to the library where tables were beautifully set for us to enjoy a four-course meal. The 
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event was titled ‘A Literary Landscape’, and those who had volunteered 
to entertain us, certainly presented some interesting and amusing pieces.  
We had a wide variety of poetry, plus extracts from Dickens, Paxman 
and Susan Hill, to name a few.  Before the first course, we began with 
‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’, that got jollier as the singing gathered 
momentum. This was swiftly followed with a hilarious poem of the same 
title, delivered in true dramatic form by Belinda. A small group sang, 
‘Shepherd’s Farewell’ and ‘Sing Lullaby’, and thereafter, the singing got 
livelier. The hard-working cooks were even able to participate with some 
poetry – much appreciated Liz R and Rev’d Liz, whilst Dave R held the 

fort over the kitchen stove. 
We continued singing and 
reciting between each course 
until coffee, when Paul read 
from Dickens, ‘The Life of 
Our Lord.’  The money raised 
from this event was divided 
between one of our chosen 
charities and the organ fund.

Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Jill Little   05 53 28 36 15 
ML Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

January Services
Sunday 05 January   10:30   Prayer & Praise   David Albrecht
Sunday 12 January   10:30   Holy Communion   Rev'd Tony Lomas
Thursday 16 January   10:30   BCP Holy Communion  Rev'd Tony Lomas
Saturday 18 January  ,  11:00   Christian Unity Service (followed by a bring and share lunch) at Lalinde church
Sunday 19 January   10:30   Morning Worship   Anne Penfold
Sunday 26 January   10:30   Holy Communion   Rev'd Liz Morris

Carol singing
A group of volunteer carol singers joined forces and 
entertained the residents at Belvès and Ste.Alvère Maisons 
de Retraites.  Phil Carr and Barbara Pollard were on the 
keyboard to lead the singers and there was a mixture of 
French and English carols to entertain everyone.  Great 
fun was had by all and the residents were keen to show 
their appreciation.  
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Carol service
Our carol service was held on Sunday 15th December at 5pm and was led by Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft.  The church 

had been beautifully decorated the day before by our very able 
flower arrangers who had lots of greenery donated for the job.   On 
the evening we added some night lights which gave the church a 
wonderful festive feel.  We had nearly 100 people join us for the 
service including several French people so the effort by Bramwell to 
offer a direct translation of the whole service was really appreciated.  
Sainte Catherine’s Singers accompanied by Barbara Pollard and 
Sophie Fabre led the singing.  Mulled wine and mince pies was 
offered at the end of the service and this sharing of friendship and 
fellowship brought to all of us the spirit of Christmas.  After the 
service we invited Bramwell and Jennifer to join us for a meal at the 
Auberge du Trèfle à Quatre Feuilles in Siorac.  We had a lovely meal 
and continued to share fellowship with each other.

Midnight Mass
Following our time honoured tradition Tony Lomas led this service of holy communion.  As we were few in number we 
gathered at the front of the church which gave the service a very intimate feel.  William and Johanna Carr, the children of 
Phil and Kathryn gave a very moving rendition of ‘O Holy Night' on the keyboard and clarinet which was much appreciated 
by the congregation. 

Christmas Day
Bramwell Bearcroft led the family orientated service on Christmas morning 
which was just as well as we had several children in attendance.  Bramwell 
gave us an excellent talk to remind us what Christmas is all about as we 
prepared ourselves for our family festivities.

Taizé Service
On Sunday the 29th December 
Anne Penfold led us on a Taizé 
inspired prayer and meditation style service.  This was a perfect antidote to all the 
self indulgence over the past few days and allowed people to focus again on the 
Christmas story and the full meaning of the Christ child.  Again, as we were few 
in number it made sense to move the chairs to make a semi circle at the front of 
the church which helped improve the intimacy of this style of service.

Social Events
We have several social events planned for the coming months to help cheer us up through the cold and wet days to come.  In 
January we are holding a wine bingo afternoon with the opportunity of winning some excellent wines.  In February we are 
planning a tea dance and singalong to coincide with St.Valentines day and in March a fish and chip evening with a ceilidh 
or Irish dancing to coincide with St.Patrick’s day.  Do keep up to date with what is happening on the Chaplaincy website or 
on the chaplaincy facebook page.
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Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

ACW Caroline Herbert          bcherbert101@gmail.com
DCW Richard Smith           smith.r@orange.fr
ML Caroline Herbert          bcherbert101@gmail.com
 Marion L’Estrange        marian82condom@gmail.com
 PC Irene Birt           05 62 28 80 97

January Service
Thursday 31st January 11.00 Holy Communion Rev’d Tony Lomas

Dear Friends,

Most of you will be aware that Sue and Michael Torne 
have returned to the UK after many years of service in 
our church here in Condom.  They will be greatly missed 
and we wish them every blessing as they start a new life 
in Leicestershire.
Pending a final decision at the local annual meeting, I 
have been designated Acting Warden, so I wanted to write 
to you to reassure you that most things will continue as 
before, (although should I forget something, don’t hesitate 
to let me know, and please bear with me as I find my way.)
Chris and I arrived in Condom just over a year ago. 
Previously we lived in Paris, and then in the Yvelines, and 
we worshipped at St Michael’s church in Paris where we 
both held positions of responsibility.  We are enthusiastic 
about serving the English speaking community here and 

although we have got to know quite a few people, we are looking forward to meeting all of you.
I’d like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and blessed Christmas, and hope that the New Year, which 
promises to be challenging for many people, will  treat you kindly and be full of good surprises.
With my very best wishes
Caroline Herbert

ChapAid  
As many of you will be aware, we have supported the ChapAid charity TREAD for the past two years. The time has come to 
review our commitment and either stay with them or change. Should we wish to change, it would be preferable to choose a 
charity under the ChapAid umbrella, as any new organisation will need to undergo a lengthy assessment.

I am personally very happy to continue supporting TREAD. We are helping to give women in India independence and a 
skill for life through a tailoring course and providing child daycare and education. This is a small organisation, and our 
donations are making a real difference to people’s lives, which might not be the case in a larger outfit.
If you have thoughts on the subject, please let me know.

Photos from our recent bazaar
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Eymet Temple
January Services (Tourist Office, 45 rue Gambetta)
Sunday 05 January - 10:30 Fresh Expressions 
Sunday 12 January - 10:30 Fresh Expressions
Sunday 19 January - 10:30 Fresh Expressions
Sunday 26 January - 10:30 Fresh Expressions 

The Gathering, Le Mouret, Condom, Gers
January service:
Sunday 05 January    10:30  

On Sunday, 15th December, 
at the lovely home of 

Gareth and Helen Davies and 
their daughter and son-in-
law, Beccy and Pedro Santos, 
the Gathering held this year’s 
Carols by Candlelight. 50 of us 
enjoyed a delightful evening 
of Christmas Carols and readings, with a thought-provoking talk by Angela 
Marshall, singing led by her husband David and an invitation (following a 
video introduction) to come to an Alpha Course in the New Year.  

Following this, chairs were 
stacked and we tucked into 
a mouth-watering buffet 
and wine, and enjoyed 
good conversations as 
guests mingled.
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 30 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplains: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com
Rev’d Charlotte Sullivan   responsible for Bordeaux
05 56 40 05 12    06 83 08 59 67   charlottesullivan66@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 07 88 96 60 18    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  +44 7952 180370 andyhorlock@hotmail.com 
Rev’d David Makepeace    +44  7594 301 894    makedavid@gmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89    my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09    geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Warden:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:     Revd. Adam Boulter   http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau:  Revd Robert Dennis  http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html


