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All good gifts Around us
Are sent from heAven Above

then thAnk the lord
o thAnk the lord
for All his love



 Spreading the Word                                                                                                       September/October 2020 |    2

The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe, 
working  in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.  

It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES
September/October 2020

Many of you will have been to the succesful outdoor services held during August and these will continue during September.  It 
is important to check venues and times with the website or local wardens as these can vary depending on local circumstances. 

Finance!
As physically meeting together for a church service is still not as regular as  before lockdown, this 
means that collections are obviously not being taken as would happen in ‘normal’ times.  

Our ‘new normal’ therefore means we need to be donating on-line or sending cheques to local 
treasurers to ensure our Chaplaincy continues to receive funding.   Please do remember that we 

need to give  just as we would have been doing each Sunday in church!

You will find that you can make a donation safely online by going to the Chaplaincy’s special Churchonline website, scrolling 
down and clicking on the Donate button or by using this link:   https://www.helloasso.com/associations/chaplaincy-of-
aquitaine/formulaires/3/en  

Please don’t forget to send Amy the email saying the money should be credited to your sector church. If you 
prefer not to donate in this way, why not just put some money in an envelope each week and put it aside 
until you see your local treasurer.

On-line services continue 
as well. You can find full 
details here:    http://www.
c h u r c h i n a q u i t a i n e . o r g /
churchonline/

Each Sunday you will find 
a videoed service for you to 
follow and join in with where 
appropriate. You can also view 
previous services if you have 
missed any.

You can join Rev’d Tony 
Lomas and Rev’d Liz Morris 
for Morning and Evening 
prayer live via Zoom.

Morning Prayer is at 9.30am 
on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings.

Evening Prayer is at 6pm 
on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings.

If you would like to join the 
meetings please contact Liz or 
Tony  for the Zoom meeting 
links.
cookingcurate@gmail.com     
revtonylomas@gmail.com

SUNDAY 06 SEPTEMBER
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
10:30 Floirac (Bordeaux) Presbytery Open-Air All Age Worship, Christine Rychlewski
10:30 ND Capélou Belvès (24170), Holy Communion, Rev’d Liz Morris
11:00 Condom (32100) Garden Gathering, Rev’d Angela and Rev’d David Marshall
11:00 Ste Nathalène, Prayer & Praise, Sheila Campbell

SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
10:30 Bertric Burée, Garden Holy Communion, Rev’d Andy Horlock
15:30 Floirac, Presbytery Open-Air Family Communion, Rev’d Tony Lomas

SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
10:30 ND Capélou Belvès (24170), Harvest Praise, Anne Penfold
10:30 Monteton Church, Harvest Holy Communion, Rev’d Liz Morris
10:30 Chancelade Chapel, Holy Communion, Rev’d Tony Lomas
11:00 Ste Nathalène, Prayer & Praise, Dave Wilton

THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER
11:00 Condom Chapel, Holy Communion – Condom, Rev’d Tony Lomas

SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Rev’d Tony Lomas
10:30 Bertric Burée, Garden Morning Worship, Patrick Sturges
15:30 Floirac, Presbytery Open-Air Family Communion, Rev’d Tony Lomas

IMPORTANT: Services for October are still being arranged as we 
go to print.  Please check the Chaplaincy website or ask your local 
warden for up-to-date information.
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Ministry Musings
U UUU U

U U

`Now we see only a dim likeness of 
things. It is as if we were seeing them 
in a mirror. But one day we will see 
them clearly. We will see face to face. 
One day I will know completely, just 
as God knows me completely`.

So writes Paul in his first letter 
to the Corinthians, Chapter 13, 

verse 12.

Most of us will remember visiting a 
Fairground and going through the 
Hall of Mirrors. As we moved from 
one to another we faced a variety 
of images of ourselves, all of them 
distorted in one way or another. 
Which, if any, were the nearest to 
reality, or were none of them? Which 
might have revealed the reality and 
how would we have recognised it?

Our visual image is but part of the 
search for our identity. The question 
`who am I`? is a complex one. The 
influences which have shaped us 
are many, some genetic and some 
environmental. Nature/Nurture. The 
first of these we can do little about 
and the second is in part related to 
influences in the process of growing 
through to adulthood. Our physical 
appearance and aspects of our 
temperament for example. In a sense 
we will have `inherited` these and 
some we will be conscious of and 
others I suspect not. How well do we 
know ourselves? You must answer 
for yourself but speaking personally 
I suspect not very well and as for 
knowing myself completely, well, not 
at all.

It is to Watson and Crick that the 
credit for the discovery of human 
DNA is attributed. Our physical 
characteristics reveal each of us to 
be a unique individual, there is no-
one in the world like you or I. Some 
may observe that in my case `thank 
goodness`.

We all experience from time to time 
tensions and contradictions in our 
lives the causes of which in many 
cases we do not understand. I can 
recall behaviour in the past of which I 
feel ashamed and which disturbs my 
present. Did I think, speak, do those 
things and how could I? But the fact 
is that I did and these recollections 
prick my self  esteem because they 
are true.

I realise that I have been shaped 
and formed by another DNA, 
a `spiritual` one. Paul himself 
speaks of his consciousness of the 
tensions in his life when in anguish 
he remarks, `I don`t understand 
what I do. I don`t do what I want to 
do. Instead I do what I hate to do’. 
( Chapter 7 verse 15). Here he is 
expounding on human sinfulness 
and its consequences.We are spiritual 
descendents of Adam, inheritors of 
his disobedience and the root cause 
of our failures is because by nature 
we are all sinners. And the truth is 
too that of ourselves we do not have 
the capacity to change. It doesn`t 
lie within us. I know myself to be a 
sinner without excuse. The question 
then arises, given this, how can I 
discover my true identity? How can 
I know completely?

When Archbishop Justin discovered 
that the man whom he had always 
thought to be his father was not in 
fact his biological father, but the 
identity of his real father became 
known to him, he remarked that it 
didn`t really matter, because, and 
I quote, `I know who I am in Jesus 

Christ`. He has pointed us to the 
reality that our true identity is to be 
found in a personal relationship with 
a living Jesus who loves sinners so 
much that he gave his one perfectly 
lived human life on a cross in your 
place and mine to restore us into 
a relationship with the Living 
God. To come to him is to find an 
unconditional love which heals our 
brokenness, redeems, restores and 
transforms.

In many of the church buildings we 
use there are statues of the Virgin 
and child. She is holding the child 
in a protected manner. In Burford 
Priory in the Cotswolds there is such 
a statue but very different in attitude. 
Here she is offering the child almost 
saying, `Here he is. Hold him, accept 
him, take him to yourself and be 
transformed`.

He is here for you now. You can take 
him to yourself and be transformed 
by love. Let us pray:

`Take away O lord, the sin that 
corrupts us; restore by grace your 
own image in us: give us the sorrow 
that heals and the joy that praises, 
that we may take our place among 
your people, in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

So be it

Brian Davies

AGM Date 
change!

Please note that 
the Chaplaincy AGM 
will  now be held on 

October 10th  at 
Monteton.   

Further information will 
follow when available. 
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Thank you to the Langham Ministry for the following article.  Working in 
Bosnia & Herzegovina and based in Mostar, they remind us of the different 

kinds of infections that can damage our lives and the lives of others:

Today I went out to buy something. I saw people wearing masks, keeping social 
distance and, in the shop, the radio was shouting out the safety measures we are to 
follow. It was a little creepy. Everywhere my fellow citizens wore serious expressions 
of fear on their faces.  Being afraid is understandable. This enemy is invisible. It 
creates uncertainty. Will someone infect me? Will I infect someone? This second 
question makes me afraid. I live with two pensioners who have health concerns 
and I don't want to be the cause of their pain. So, I wash my hands more carefully. 
I don’t touch handrails. I leave my coat outside on the balcony. I spray disinfectant 
on my shoes. I wear a mask and gloves. But I don’t live in fear. I believe in Christ 
who redeemed me and who has a plan for me. I know that God holds all things in 
His hands and that He is in control.  These experiences have caused me to think 
about other things.

How careful am I when it comes to spiritual things? Do I take care not to ‘infect’ 
other people with my negative attitudes, or with my anger and lack of kindness 
for people who come into contact with me? Do I put a mask over my mouth to 
stop words that are not glorifying to God, words that might infect, or even kill?! I 
confess that sometimes I don't realize how much I can endanger other people when 
I thoughtlessly judge, complain, criticize, or tell inappropriate jokes. Sometimes my 
careless words and actions can offend someone so that instead of me being someone 
who brings people closer to Christ, I am the one who drives people from Christ.

The enemy of our souls is invisible. We don't always recognize him. He lurks in 
the shadows and brings doubt, fear, judgement, anger, and he tempts us to sin. 
We collect his ‘germs’ and spread them around, not thinking about whom we 
contaminate along the way. We need to be more careful about what we think, 
speak and do. We need to shine the light of Jesus and allow the life of Jesus to spring 
up from within us. We show our love for our neighbors by being careful and taking 
care of them. We become those who bring hope and joy to others and who show 
strength to resist every fear and temptation.

"Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other 
and forgive one another if any of you 
has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together 
in perfect unity. Let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, since 
as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful. 
Let the message of Christ dwell 
among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all 
wisdom through psalms, hymns, 
and songs from the Spirit, singing to 
God with gratitude in your hearts. 
And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him"
(Col 3.12-17).

“Sunday Coffee with Rev Liz” 

This takes place from 11.10am 
each Sunday.  Having watched 
the recorded Chaplaincy service 
beforehand we have the opportunity 
to discuss any thoughts and ideas 
arising from it, as well as being able 
to catch up with our friends and 
fellow-worshippers.

There will also be occasional Zoom 
services on Tuesdays at 10.30am, 
though not every week, so look out 
for Amy’s weekly updates via email. 

Please contact me for the Zoom link 
for these services and I look forward 
to seeing you there,

Liz Morris 
cookingcurate@gmail.com

From your Editor

Welcome to 
this double-
month edition 
of Spreading the 
Word.  Bob and I are 
going to Portugal 

in September (hopefully!) hence me 
having a month off from editing. 

I hope you have been enjoying the 
summer despite rather too much 
heat at times.  I like it hot but 41 
degrees is a bit too much! We had 
tremendous gusts of wind with the 
thunderstorm last week which did 
our zinnias no good at all!

The usual mix of items for you in 
this issue so hope you find plenty to 
enjoy.

Stay safe and well.
Love Gill
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I cannot tell
‘I cannot tell’ was written by William 
Young Fullerton (1857-1932) who 
was a Baptist . 

Fullerton’s own style and influence 
was shaped by his admiration for 
Charles Spurgeon. His love for 
hymns and music led him to become 
the compiler of several hymnals.

When I was training for ordination, 
I was asked by the school where I 
was working as an English teacher 
to become Acting Chaplain. The 
Chaplain had health problems 
at the time and suggested to the 
Headmaster, ’Better the Devil you 
know’ which is why he asked me to 
take over the responsibility(!). 

It was not easy teaching a full 
timetable, having two daughters 
under the age of four and studying 
for ordination but I was glad that I 
stayed in my job and trained non-
residentially for three years. I would 
come home from school, take part 
in bath time, tell the girls a story 
(a precious time), mark my school 
books, prepare the next day’s lessons 
and then start to study theology. At 
five to eleven I would run down to 
The Red Cow for a whisky and then 
go home to bed only to start the 
process again the next day. I would 
also have to spend several weekends 
and two weeks each summer either 
in Ely or in Norfolk for more intense 
training. 

And then the reality of a Monday 
morning assembly would come 
around…..

500 dissolute and shuffling teenagers 
would be waiting for me to talk with 
them.

All the theological theories and 
eschatalogical discussions had 
to be put aside and I was left 
with what I knew. I knew that 
God loved these young people 
and that it was my responsibility 
to let them know that. I had 
to be extremely inventive and 
inclusive and looking at a sheet 
of paper or reading would mean 
losing their concentration. 

It was during this period that 
I became very fond of the hymn ‘I 
cannot tell’ for each verse sets out 
problems and reasons why life is 
complicated but each verse moves to 
those words, ‘But this I know’. I had 
to rely on what I knew to be true… 
that God loved this world so much 
(you and me) that he gave His only 
Son not to condemn us but to enfold 
us with His love.

Charlotte Sullivan told me that 
they always sang this hymn on her 
ordination course for the same 
reason. In the end we can struggle 
with all or any aspects of our faith 
but we have to KNOW the risen 
Christ.

Bramwell
bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com

Psalm 23 – Explained
The Lord is my Shepherd
            - That’s Relationship!
I shall not want
            - That’s Supply!
He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures. 
            - That’s Rest!
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
            - That’s Refreshment!
He restoreth my soul
            - That’s Healing!
He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness.
            - That’s Guidance!
For His name sake
            - That’s Purpose!
Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death.
            - That’s Testing!
I will fear no evil.
            - That’s Protection!
For Thou art with me
            - That’s Faithfulness!
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort 
me,
            - That’s Discipline!
Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies.
            - That’s Hope!
Thou anointest my head with oil,
            - That’s Consecration!
My cup runneth over.
            - That’s Abundance!
Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life.
            - That’s Blessing!
And I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord.
            - That’s Security! 
Forever!
  - That’s Eternity!

Author unknown
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Part 1 of a Dordogne story from Michael and Anne Hall.

Quite a long time ago! 

Driving along the D50 from Castelnaud towards Berbiguières we spotted a notice on a tree “Keith Wilson, Estate Agent”.  
How and why did we get here? It all began in the late 1960s when we sat down in the evening and switched on 

the television, the programme was headed “Arcadia”, a black and white BBC film about Sir Compton Mackenzie’s chance 
discovery of Aquitaine – S.W France. He had been on his way to Spain to get away from post-war Britain when his train 
broke down near Les Eyzies. It turned out that the wait for a replacement train was going to be 3 or 4 days, so he put up in 
a nearby hotel and stayed on for a dozen years. In spite of no colour, it all looked delightful.   A year or so later an advert in 
the personal column of The Times said “Barns & Houses for sale in the Dordogne from £200”; we wrote off and received a 
list of contacts and property from a Nick Brimblecombe of a remote station house in Yorkshire.  We just filed it away. Two 
more years on and  the medical practice said we had another week’s holiday due and should take it at the end of August. So 
we thought, Compton Mackenzie, Arcadia, Dordogne – camping….

So here we were, and the name Keith Wilson rang a bell. We stopped and he and his wife Thirsla, talked us into a day’s tour 
of property around. We spent a day looking at a huge variety of available village & country houses, a small chateau and a 
small hamlet adjoining Urval, of half a dozen cottages. The chateau was available to purchase at about £10,000 and the barns 
from £1500.  

Keith and Thirsla lived in the village of Berbiguières, a one shop village, with a glorious chateau standing above the village 
in a bad state of repair. Thirsla had been a physio and during the war had been allocated to care for Winston Churchill, 
frequently being called to treat his back late at night when he would be lying on his bed dictating to a couple of secretaries 
and assisted by a Downing Street aide. 

The British had begun to “find” the Dordogne and some had bought the ruined houses under the chateau wall at Berbiguières.  
Amongst the houses we looked at was one overlooking the square in Molières, then a virtually deserted village.  The house 
had wonderful potential but was in very bad condition needing major restoration to make it safe; much later the commune 
eventually bought it and it is now the Salle des Fetes.  One of the properties for sale was an old barn in the middle of the 
small hamlet of Cladech next to a magnificent but largely ruined farmhouse owned by the Monribots.

We had an enjoyable week camping, visiting castles and swimming in the river Dordogne but on the following Monday 
we had to return to the UK to get our sons, Stephen and Robert, back to school.  We were driving discussing the various 
properties we had viewed and as we were near the turning to Cladech, I said, “Let’s take another look at that barn,” – so we 
pushed our way through seven foot high stinging nettles and said “OK, let ask Keith to send details to us in the UK”.  So a 
couple of kilometres down the road was Berbiguières and Keith: “If I send you details to the UK you’ll never buy, I can run 
you over to the Notaire at Meyrals, “on your way home” and you can sign up a compromis, we’ll put in a clause to allow you 
6 weeks to finally decide and then you can purchase.”  So we did, Maitre Magis typed all the pages of the compromis and 
two hours later we were on our way back to Sussex. The price was about £2000.  In those days exchange control operated 
and required permission from the Bank of England; this was surprisingly easy but in order to buy French francs for the 
transaction, this could only be done by first acquiring International Dollars, for which we had to pay a premium and then 
convert these to francs. Naturally all the banks involved took their cut and the final price was over £2,500.

In those early days it was virtually impossible to get a telephone line in France: they were rationed and the waiting list 
was years. Keith Wilson didn’t have a telephone but the Berbiguière’s shop did. So contact was maintained by telephoning 
Madame Marty who went to her door and shouted to Keith, Monsieur WilSON; telephone… and a few minutes later you 
could hear Keith puffing up the 50 or so metres to answer the call.  In Cladech there was a telephone in the hamlet more or 
less opposite our barn and the lady took messages – but as she spoke no English, they were somewhat garbled!  We got our 
own unreliable telephone line some two years later. Nowadays the service is a little improved and the mobile even works if 
you stand outside the house facing North!

With great originality we named our barn La Grange, and after several years we had made it into a comfortable small home.  
The impressive cattle stalls had been removed by the previous owner when we arrived for our first camping in the barn.  To 
start with there was no running water but a rather disused well which we used for washing and we walked 5 or 600 metres 
to the local “fontaine” for drinking water. There was no electricity but we were able to buy fresh milk from our neighbours. 
The milking took place in the cow stalls some distance from the dairy and was brought up in buckets and poured into the 
larger tank for collection by the milk lorry but during the short walk it inevitably acquired flies enjoying their own share. 
The farmer kindly used a sieve to separate our milk from the flies. Fortunately we didn’t succumb to stomach upsets.

Our young sons would spend days in an inflatable canoe drifting down the river from Castelnaud towards Allas whilst we 
worked on the barn. We are still in Cladech, though just across the lane from our original property and we now have a pool 
and a lovely view of the quiet valley.
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Dear Gill

Thank you very much for the article 
by James Buxton in this month’s 
magazine.  James is an old friend.  We 
met when he came as Succentor to 
Southwark Cathedral where Jeremy 
and I then worshipped, and inherited 
me in my capacity as Succentor’s 
Volunteer Assistant - I used to go in 
once a month (I only worked p/t) and 
organise all the rotas for the lesson 
readers, intercessors and what they 
call eucharistic ministers but we call 
chalice assistants plus various other 
bits of regular admin for which the 
Succentor was responsible (his was a 
p/t post as he was also Chaplain to 
the medical students at Guy’s and St 
Thomas’s).  

We became great friends and he gave 
Jeremy and me lots of very valuable 
advice before we went on holiday 
to Istanbul as he had worked there 
before training for the priesthood.  

A few years ago he came and stayed 
here for a couple of nights en route 
back to Cambridge, where he was 
then Chaplain at Corpus Christi 
College before he moved to Izmir 
three years ago, and I was able to 
show him the church here in Dondas.  

He comes from a very interesting 
family - his grandmother, Dorothy 
Buxton, and her sister Eglantyne 
Jebb were the founders of Save the 
Children, and there’s a whole district 
in Sofia (which we visited before we 
came to live out here) called Buxton, 
plus a Buxton Brothers Boulevard, 
both named after his great-uncles 
who were very supportive of the 
Bulgarian position in the Balkan 
Wars and WW1.   He was also very 
supportive, from afar, when Jeremy 
died.

Sara James 

Cladech itself is little changed. Fewer people live in the centre now, but a few 
more in houses in the surrounding countryside. Bullocks slowly pulling primitive 
ploughs were soon replaced by tractors and by 1974 they were rarely seen.  
Cladech had a wonderful old forge with the original bellows and much of the 
original equipment for the farrier to shoe bullocks but its use had ceased around 
the time of our arrival. Sadly it fell into disrepair and although the remains are 
still hidden in the undergrowth, it is past saving.  We no longer have the exciting 
annual 50 km cycle race around the hamlet.  There were no shops in 1972, just 
two or three delivery vans, now sadly only one.  The main village events are the 
dinners of the local shoot which attract a very happy crowd to the salle des fetes. 

In 1972 we were not aware of any Chaplaincy activities but Thirsla Wilson 
organised simple protestant services in the church at Daglan and these were 
attended by up to 20 people.  Nick Brimblecombe’s father was a professor of 
paediatrics in Exeter and later one of my senior colleagues in the Postgraduate 
Medical School. We miss people like them but over the years have made many 
more friends. 

Cladech is still a delightful quiet settlement with friendly inhabitants, very 
tolerant of the English as they will tell you that “depuis le XIVe siècle, nous 
étions toujours pour les Anglais”.  Apparently the village seigneur had married 
one of his sons into the family of the Lord of Castelnaud who was a suppporter 
of the English rulers of Aquitaine. Hence Cladech still considers itself English 
though possibly not sure of what that actually means.  However, it was nice for 
us that they didn’t consider us as foreign; I think we were looked upon as slightly 
eccentric.  In fact, Marie-Louise Monribot, our neighbour, used to say, “je n’aime 
pas les etrangers” and I would say,  “mais je suis un etranger” to which she would 
reply, “mais non, vous est anglais…….. !”  For her, foreigners were the Parisians, 
the Germans and the Lyonnais.

An Autumn Prayer

Abba, Father, the trees are ablaze with your glory.
The seasons change, but you never do.
You are always beautiful,
in the green and freshness of spring
as in the golds and reds and chills of autumn.
Make me like you.
Let my life reflect your beauty,
season after season,
as the calendar of my life turns and turns and turns.

The trees are letting go of this year's foliage.
Help me let go of both blessings and burdens,
and surrender them both to your loving care.

Fallen leaves pattern the ground with 
variety.
So design my own fallings and failings
into whatever design will please you 
most.
In Jesus' name, I pray,

Amen.
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Cooking in Autumn 
       with Frances Pengelly

My chickens have been very 
good during the long, hot 

summer.   I have felt sorry for them 
on hot summer nights.   The survival 
rate of the dinosaur was hard to beat, 
but chickens seem to go on for ever.   
I love them all, not many eggs, but 
as soon as Autumn’s cooler months 
crowd in on us with refreshing mist 
and rain the nest boxes will be full of 
eggs of various shapes and sizes.

We have all been making the best 
of salads and cold cuts, so now is 
the time to really start looking for 
interesting and more bulky food.   
The aubergine is a magical fruit, 
and as I grow older, I like it more and 
more.   Fabulous in Moussaka, which 
I always find easy to make.   One of 
its advantages is that it will sit in an 
oven for as long as you want it to and 
not get over done.   In Sicily they 
have rather an interesting recipe 
which is easy to make.  

Eggplant rolls with béchamel sauce.  
In Italian, Involtini di melanzane 
con la béchamel.  Thinly slice 3 dark 
skinned aubergines, cover with salt 
and leave for a while to get rid of 
excess moisture.   Every recipe for 
aubergines has this procedure.   I just 
slice and fry.   If you do salt them, 
make sure you wash them before 

frying.   They do use a little less oil 
when salted, but the difference is 
minimal.   Make a béchamel sauce 
using 50g butter, 50g flour and ¾ 
pint of milk.   Add salt, black pepper 
and a little nutmeg.   Dollop some 
of the sauce onto the aubergine 
slices and roll them up.   Place in an 
ovenproof dish and cover with a rich 
tomato sauce.  

I’m sure that during the summer you 
made tomato sauce.   I make it from 
large odd shaped tomatoes I buy in 
the market, flavoured with herbs 
from the garden, thyme, basil and 
rosemary.   It’s one of the things that 
really keeps well in the freezer.  Or 
use a jar.    Anyway, having finished 
covering your aubergines with 
tomato sauce then cover with 3 tbs 
of grated parmesan cheese.  Put in 
the oven to brown for 20 minutes or 
so. It’s a good peasant, autumn dish.   

Sometimes I like to stuff whole 
aubergines with a rich tomato mince, 
or for a better word thick bolognaise 
sauce.   Cut as many aubergines as 
you need in half lengthways without 
removing the stalks.   Fry them cut 
side down for 8-10 minutes, then 
turn them over and fry the skin side.   
Once they are cooked through place 

on kitchen paper to absorb some of 
the excess oil.  Meanwhile you will 
have either made, or defrosted your 
bolognaise sauce, making sure it 
is not too runny, and you can then 
work on your cooked aubergine 
by slitting the flesh and pushing 
down the centers of the aubergine 
making a boat shape to hold the 
mince.   Don’t slit through the skin 
and keep the slashes to the middle.   
Fill with mince, pile high, and on 
each half add a cored, seeded green 
hot pepper.   Your oven should be 
set at 180C, add a little oil to the 
pepper and cook in the oven for 20-
25 minutes.   You could cover them 
with béchamel sauce and cheese.   

Aubergines are interesting in 
dips.   Pre-heat oven to 180C, give 
1 aubergine a pierce a couple of 
times with a knife and roast until 
blackened, collapsing and soft.   
Leave to cool.  Peel and crush 1 clove 
of garlic, finely chop one green chilli, 
and chop small ½  a bunch of parsley, 
or coriander.   Scoop out the inside 
of the aubergine and blitz with the 
above items, adding ½ tsp smoked 
paprika, the juice of ½ lemon, 1tbs 
olive oil and some sea salt.  Taste 
to see if a little lemon zest might 
be needed.  If you use coriander 
don’t use smoked paprika.  Plenty 
of ground pepper and good sea salt 
helps.
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Around theDiocese:

Padre Giovanni La Rosa
Fr. Russ Ruffino shares this ordination anniversary story from Sicily:

On 16 July, Padre Giovanni La Rosa (pictured, left), the Chaplain of the Church of 
Saint Albert, Randazzo, Sicily, celebrated the fifteenth anniversary of his ordination 
to the priesthood.

This may not be a very significant milestone, but his personal spiritual journey and 
his ministry here in Sicily are a historic adventure in our Diocese.

Padre Giovanni was ordained in the Roman Catholic Church and in Holy Week, 
2017 he was received by Bishop David as a priest of the Church of England. When 
Padre Giovanni left the ministry in the Roman Catholic Church and found his home 
among us, people followed him, and together they formed an Anglican community 
in Randazzo. 

In November 2016, Father Russ Ruffino, locum at Holy Cross Church, Palermo 
authorized by Bishop David, received the congregation of 40 faithful into the 
Church of England. (You can read about this service here https://europe.anglican.
org/main/latest-news/post/1265-diocesan-history-is-made-in-a-small-sicilian-town-)  At the foot of Mount Etna they are 
the first and only Church of England Italian-Anglican community in Italy.

In addition to his challenging pastoral ministry Padre Giovanni is very active and most welcome in the ecumenical events 
and activities in the area; he also works with families with disabled children; he also occasionally provides assistance to Holy 
Cross, filling in for the locum on Sunday’s and performing weddings.

Congratulations and Molte Grazie, Padre Giovanni.

~
Bishop Robert trekking in the Dolomites in the era of Covid-19
Extracts from Bishops Robert’s blog:

The Dolomites are a UNESCO World Heritage site, and one of the most fascinating and 
beautiful mountain ranges on earth. Our route criss-crossed the mountains from San 
Candido in the North East to Bolzano in the South West. On our second day we reached the 
iconic Tre Cime. The extraordinary North Face of these gigantic limestone slabs changes 
colour depending on the time of day and angle of the light, from grey, to silver to gold.

Alongside the extraordinary scenery, the Mountain Refuges are one of the lovely features. 
‘Ucia des Muntagnoles’ (‘refuge of the marmots’) is one of our favourites, a small and cosy 
resting place next to a stream in the spectacular Fanes region, run by the wonderfully 
hospitable Sonya. On the night we stayed, there was a group from France and ourselves. 
Sonya mentioned that it was the first time this year a group had stayed and the first time 
the hut had been full. The previous night we had stayed at an equally nice refuge, where 
we were the only guests. Our host was so pleased to see us that he gave us free beers and as 
much free grappa and limoncello as we cared to drink. That evening, I noticed him pouring 
anxiously over his spreadsheets… It has certainly been a quiet year for the hospitality 
industry, and we were genuinely pleased to be helping some of these small businessfolk.

Yes, it was really quiet and those few people we did meet were mostly local Italian and German speakers. On several days 
trekking we met more marmots than humans. The absence of people made these adorable creatures more confident than 
usual, and the mountains frequently rang with their distinctive whistling. We saw many kinds of birds, the alpine flora 
(edelweiss, gentians, orchids…) was abundant, and on one occasion a chamoix jumped out of the woods in front of us, eyed 
us for a few moments and then ran off. No bears, however! A plaque at the foot of one mountain route aptly quoted Psalm 
104:24 “How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.”

Ed: you can read the full article here: https://bishopineurope.wordpress.com/
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Don’t forget!
  Articles for this 

magazine are always
 very welcome!

Please ensure you send to: 
bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Deadline for next issue 
is 20th of October 2020.

Gill is looking forward 
to some new articles 

from you!!

The Teacup Story 
There was a couple who used to go 
to England to shop in the beautiful 
stores. They both liked antiques 
and pottery and especially teacups. 
This was their twenty-fifth wedding 
anniversary.

One day in this beautiful shop they 
saw a beautiful cup. They said, "May 
we see that? We've never seen one 
quite so beautiful."

As the lady handed it to them, 
suddenly the cup spoke. "You don't 
understand," it said. "I haven't 
always been a teacup. There was a 
time when I was red and I was clay. 
My master took me and rolled me 
and patted me over and over and I 
yelled out, 'let me alone,' but he only 
smiled, 'Not yet.'

"Then I was placed on a spinning 
wheel," the cup said, "and suddenly 
I was spun around and around and 
around. Stop it! I'm getting dizzy! 
I screamed. But the master only 
nodded and said, 'Not yet.'

"Then he put me in the oven. I never 
felt such heat!" the teacup said. "I 
wondered why he wanted to burn 
me, and I yelled and knocked at the 
door. I could see him through the 
opening and I could read his lips as 
He shook his head, 'Not yet.'

"Finally the door opened, he put me 
on the shelf, and I began to cool. 
'There, that's better,' I said. And he 
brushed and painted me all over. 
The fumes were horrible. I thought 
I would gag. 'Stop it, stop it!' I cried. 
He only nodded, 'Not yet.'

"Then suddenly he put me back 
into the oven, not like the first one. 
This was twice as hot and I knew I 
would suffocate. I begged. I pleaded. 
I screamed. I cried. All the time I 
could see him through the opening, 
nodding his head saying, 'Not yet.'

"Then I knew there wasn't any hope. 
I would never make it. I was ready to 
give up. But the door opened and he 
took me out and placed me on the 
shelf.

One hour later he handed me a 
mirror and said, 'Look at yourself.' 
And I did. I said, 'That's not me; that 
couldn't be me. It's beautiful. I'm 
beautiful.'

"'I want you to remember, then,' he 
said, 'I know it hurts to be rolled and 
patted, but if I had left you alone, 
you'd have dried up.

I know it made you dizzy to spin 
around on the wheel, but if I had 
stopped, you would have crumbled.

I knew it hurt and was hot and 
disagreeable in the oven, but if I 
hadn't put you there, you would have 
cracked.

I know the fumes were bad when I 
brushed and painted you all over, 
but if I hadn't done that, you never 
would have hardened; you would not 
have had any color in your life.

And if I hadn't put you back in that 
second oven, you wouldn't survive 
for very long because the hardness 
would not have held.

Now you are a finished product. You 
are what I had in mind when I first 
began with you.'"

 Author Unknown

Moral of the Teacup Story:
God knows what He's doing (for all 
of us).

He is the Potter, and we are His clay.

He will mold us and make us, so that 
we may be made into a flawless piece 
of work to fulfill His good, pleasing, 
and perfect will.

May the teacup story become our 
story as we willingly yield to our 
Potter's hand.

RSCM Hymns and 
Songs Festival 
Webinar - 19 
October 2020
All of church and 
worship life has 
been transformed 
in recent months. 
From lockdown, 
to church closures, 

zoom services, singing and 
communion, church life has been 
caught up in an never-ending series 
of announcements like never before. 
It has left many exhausted and 
bewildered.

Where does this leave hymns and 
liturgy? Traditionally they give 
solace and comfort (and even joy) 
to many. But how has the Church’s 
public expression of prayer, worship 
and music changed since March? 
What have we learned and what have 
we missed most? What has worked 
best and what are the key themes to 
emerge? How do you find support 
and resources – and how can anyone 
think creatively when so much is 
going on?

We will be exploring these themes 
and more in an online seminar - 
held jointly with Hymns Ancient 
and Modern.

You can find booking information 
by emailing enquiries@rscm.com.
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Time to 
smile......

Those who wait upon the 
Lord
After starting a new diet I altered my 
drive to work to avoid passing my 
favorite bakery.  I accidentally drove 
by the bakery this morning and as 
I approached, there in the window 
were a host of goodies.

I felt this was no accident, so I prayed 
... "Lord, it's up to you, if you want 
me to have any of those delicious 
goodies, create a parking place for 
me directly in front of the bakery."

And sure enough, on the eighth time 
around the block, there it was!  God 
is so Good!"

The Lone Ranger and Tonto
The Lone Ranger and Tonto went 
camping in the desert. After they got 
their tent all set up, both men fell 
sound asleep.

Some hours later, Tonto wakes the 
Lone Ranger and says, “Kemo Sabe, 
look towards sky, what you see?” 
“The Lone Ranger replies, “I see 
millions of stars.”

“What that tell you?” asked Tonto. 

The Lone Ranger ponders for a 
minute then says, “Astronomically 
speaking, it tells me there are 
millions of galaxies and potentially 
billions of planets.
Astrologically speaking, it tells me 
that Saturn is in Leo. Time wise, 
it appears to be approximately a 
quarter past three in the morning.
Theologically speaking, the Lord is 
all-powerful and we are small and 
insignificant.
Meteorologically speaking, it 
seems we will have a beautiful day 
tomorrow.
What does it tell you, Tonto?”

“You dumber than a buffalo. It means 
someone stole the tent!”

L S W I N O C A E D Y

O E R E W O T V P A G

P E L B I B N E L S T

H R C H A P L A I N E

B I S H O P R I C O L

W P F A B D T S O M C

L S O C E A A L T A R

I T N H Y M N E R N O

Y R T S E V I C A R S

B A R O T S E I R P S

C L E N O T S D A E H

Wordsearch

Find the following words in the grid:

Aisle
Altar
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Bible
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Cathedral
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Cross
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Around the 

Chaplaincy:
news and 

events from our 
churches

Bordeaux   

CW    Heather Gardiner             07 87 71 92 52 
      Peter Luson                   05 56 02 68 02/06 42 10  69 17  
      Johnson Low            06 42 32 17 36
ML    Communications Team   06 52 53 77 16
PC     Christine Rychlewski       06 81 85 72 97

Forthcoming Services

We cannot yet return to our home at the Chapelle of the Grand Bon Pasteur due 
to the increase in Covid-19 infections placing the residents of the associated 

Maison de Retraite at greater risk.  We will continue in September with Sunday 
Zoom prayer worship services plus two open air services which will be a Morning 
Worship and a Communion Service, both in the garden at Floirac.

The Covid-19 related restrictions in France are changing regularly so to keep up to 
date with our Service schedule please regularly visit the Bordeaux service schedule 
here: www.anglicanbordeaux.org

Praise at the Presbytery during Pandemic Times
As the hymn goes ... « Trust and obey - for there’s no other way - to be happy in Jesus - than to trust and obey »

Throughout the Chaplaincy everyone is coping admirably with the Covid-19 
situation. In Bordeaux, we are still unable to have our Services at the Chapel of 
the Bon Grand Pasteur due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation.  

Fine weather on Sundays has been a blessing and the Bordeaux parishioners 
have been fortunate to gather regularly outside in the garden at the Presbytery 
to praise the Lord. Many thanks to Tony and also to our lay worship leaders for 
providing such meaningful services, as well as those working behind the scenes 
to make it all possible. 

Please pray for a more permanent solution as we head into autumn. 

Whatsupp? ‘Bordeaux Church Family’ on Whatsapp (of course!)
A message from Alyssa now safely home in Guadaloupe: ‘Thank you for all your messages. I am 
really moved! I arrived home and I am with my family now.  Thank you again for welcoming me 
into the Bordeaux church family. I will be back soon in one year and look forward to seeing all 
of you again!’

Following a Chaplaincy Virtual Sunday Service: ‘I was deeply touched by Andela’s message 
of hope, but also the call that we all have a part to play. May we as a church family run the 
race together and help each other over the rough passages and in the joyous moments. How 
privileged we are to be children of such a loving, good and great God !’

Requests for assistance and offers of help are also there together with happy birthday messages! It is a comforting family to be 
a part of in these difficult times. If you are a part of the Bordeaux congregation and would like to join the Bordeaux Church 
Family group on Whatsapp then please just ask by sending an email stating your mobile phone number to iancouper1@
gmail.com

Praying for Houry and Hovig surviving in Beirut
Many of us will remember Houry & Hovig who worshipped with us before returning to their home in Beirut.  Following the 
recent catastrophic events, Pamela reached out to see how they are faring and received the following messages:
‘Thanks a lot for checking up and your prayers, which are really appreciated at this catastrophic phase.
Thank God we have survived this shocking disaster by miracle, as we live very close to the explosion site and our house is badly 
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damaged. Actually, we hadn't seen such a thing in our life before. It was 
like a nuclear explosion. We happened to be at home at the time, and 
the whole building rocked like an earthquake and we could hear terrible 
screams all over, followed by utter destruction. Things, like windows, 
shutters, glasses, TV, even doors were blown out from the intensity and 
falling in all directions.
Praise God again and again that our family are safe and the damages are 
structural, but the fear and the shock experienced is indescribable and 
unforgettable. No words can express the feelings we have experienced... 
It's devastating, we still can't believe what happened, the whole city 
is destroyed, and the process of repair may take some time. Hope this 
episode will be the last in this already sick country.
Hope you are OK and taking the necessary precautions against Corona. Greetings to all the members of the Anglican Church in 
Bordeaux that we really miss... Please keep on praying for us and our country, especially in this unbearable situation.
Warm Blessings & Greetings, Houry & Hovig’.

In the aftermath of the explosion, the homes of more than a quarter of a million people are now ruined and unfit to live in.  
Our Chaplain, Reverend Tony Lomas, has made an appeal for donations to provide emergency funds for the crisis in Beirut. 
Donations may be made using the secure platform here: https://www.helloasso.com/associations/chap-aid/formulaires/1/
en The money will then be distributed by the Chaplaincy charitable arm ‘Chap-Aid’.

Every penny and your support count!
Did you notice how France stopped dead in its tracks for almost 3 months and yet our weekly 
worship quadrupled in its various forms on-line? The virtual services, including Morning and 
Evening Prayer, continue at the same pace to increase our regular sharing of the Word and prayer 
and also to protect the fragile who must remain at home.

Please think and pray seriously about your regular financial giving, great or small. Unable to donate 
into the collection basket during the Service because you are off to a family outing on Sunday? Or spending 3 weeks on 
holiday somewhere? Or unable to leave home for various reasons?

Setting up a monthly direct debit is easy as pie and will ensure that ongoing costs are met. Treasurer Barry Gardiner will 
provide you with the pertinent information. Your financial support will then be regular and 
with a tax benefit to boot. To contact Barry for details, please email: barrygardiner54@gmail.
com 

Continued good news for Reza
You will have previously read about our Iranian brother, Reza, a refugee in the process of 
requesting residency in France.  
August brought the very good news that he passed a difficult French equivalency test. He also 
will be pursuing a career in his passion of football beginning in September. 
Two huge blessings for him, thanks to God’s grace and a lot of hard work! Bravo, Reza. We 
continue to pray for his family, separated by the distance. 

Chancelade  
and Négrondes  

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The 
Abbey  NE of Périgueux   
Négrondes Church

CW Vacancy
ML Elizabeth Brook  05 53  52 50 91  
 Frances Pengelly  05 53 54 63 55
PC Patrick Sturges  05 53 35 48 09

It’s all over: summer is spent for now and autumn has arrived, for a few weeks now we have noticed many changes in the 
woodland around us when walking our dog. The bracken was the first to change colour, yellow/green, then gold now 

getting quite brown. I love this season, still the stored warmth of summer in the walls of houses, the ground we walk on and 
the air we breath. Cooler nights making sleep easier to come and refresh us for the next day. Our heavenly designer most 
certainly did a good job for us to enjoy! Let’s be thankful every day for the varied and beautiful seasons we enjoy.

A recap now of the month past. As you would expect it has been relatively quiet, house group continues every 2 weeks chez 
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Brook  where we are exploring The Marks of Mission. It’s a big subject and each mark could be a whole series. Those marks 
are: to Tell, Teach, Tend, Transform and finally to Treasure. To learn more contact Elizabeth: 0553525091.
It is certainly a challenge, but one worth taking .

Sadly we have yet to return to our 2 churches but have met in the open 
air for  worship. On the 9th August we met in St Jory las Bloux in a 
large space below the Mairie which was nicely shaded as the day was 
yet another hot one. Patrick Sturges led us and 17 attended. We are 
hoping to reinstate Holy Communion once a month at each of our 
churches, watch the web site for this. Harvest service will be Sunday 
20th September at Chancelade. This date could be changed due to the 
Covid national circumstances.

As I write this we have planned to have on the 23rd August, an Agape 
gathering at the home of Frances and Bernard Pengelly, the forecast 
is mixed so we pray for a rain free morning. As you know Bernard is not well and we respect distances but are so pleased 
that we have  this opportunity to take church to Frances and Bernie in their lovely garden.
This Agape gathering is new to most of us and I for one am quite looking forward to this new experience and do hope others 
will come, taste and see with us to share in yet another way to praise God, to draw closer to Jesus and be refreshed by the 
Holy Spirit.
The dictionary says of Agape  ‘the highest form of love and  charity,’  and   ‘love of God for  man, and man for God’. 
It is a Love Feast, sharing food, prayer and praise and originates from Jewish origins of Shabbat on a Friday evening. The 
early converts to Christianiy were Jewish and they took with them of some their traditions, this being one of them. Many 
Christian churches still celebrate in this way from time to time.
There is a youtube by Michelle and Peter Guinness that talks of it’s origins and use in today’s Christian worship.

Although we are not able to meet more frequently each one of you are remembered and missed. Should you not be able to 
come to meet in worship, do keep in touch with each other, you are all precious and special, keep well and safe and we pray 
that all the Covid restrictions will pass and life can be more relaxed and ‘normal’.

In August a there was an meeting of our small committee to look at the way forward for our community. Where do 
we go as Covid continues to plague us all one way or another? Unfortunately our finances are well down right across the 
Chaplaincy and we would encourage those that can give to do so by standing order or cheque. ChapAid has been hit also 
but we are very grateful for the red bucket donations to the Shelter Box and Medecins sans  Frontieres,  220€, a big thank 
you to all.

Now what about the garden, south facing ?
I don’t know about yours but mine heaved a sigh of relief after weekend rainfall, even the lawn started to look a little green. 
Through the afternoon I set about tidying things up, tomatoes are not good this year, never enough water and the pollination 
has been very poor, so few insects, I was quite shocked at how few we had, flies, wasps, bees in very low numbers. I have even 
given up swatting flies in the house, not easy to chase them out of the house though to where they might do some good !
I had decided to have a go at some winter veg, Brussel sprouts red cabbage etc, I know it’s the wrong time to dig up and plant 
but ploughed ahead anyway. Up came the lavender and in went the sprouts, only 6 plants  bought, I am a beginner after all, 
and 3 red cabbage. I did replant the lavender in a better place and the storm rain settled it in nicely.    My 6 cabbage turned 
out to be 15 good plants so who knows, a market stall next !!
The herbs have been very happy on the north side. Roses were wonderful in the early summer, especially the climbing 
Iceberg, what great value for money on our windy north face, 2nd flowering not bad but there is still time for them to 
flourish once more in the autumn.

I have Gazanias in profusion, a very ‘good value’ plant. Plant one and by the 
end of the season there will be plenty to split and share the next year. Let us 
hope and pray that by then life is playing a different tune that all can sing to 
in harmony.
Enjoy the autumn changes, the glorious colours of nature, the cooler 
temperature and share your joy with others at every opportunity. Smile 
behind your mask: it makes the eyes sparkle and others will see that smile 
through your eyes.
With blessings to all.
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The Dronne Valley Church, 
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between 

Ribérac and Verteillac)

CW    Steve Long                  05 53 91 96 48
           Rosemary Robinson   05 53 91 45 15
           Ann Knight
 ML    Keith Gunn 05 53 90 85 92
 PC     Sheila Marshall         05 53 90 95 69

Please check the website for details of services in September and October

Pam Davies  27th April 1939 - 29th July 2020

Brian and Pam settled in France in the Vendeé in 2001. I arrived to settle in my house there in 2003 and met Pam for the first 
time outside the church at Puy de Serre where a service was being held. Pam greeted me warmly and ensured that I met others 

afterwards at coffee. Meanwhile Brian was in the UK training to be a priest. Pam was always smiling and had a wonderful sense 
of humour and will be remembered for her generous entertaining and kind welcome. Her cordon bleu cooking was so excellently 
presented and so delicious. She spoke many a wise word and of course loved her grandsons James, Tom and Ben.
Truly a wonderful person to have had the privilege to meet and know; may she now rest in peace with our loving Lord.
            Ian Jameson

Art in the Upper Room Garden 29th July 
For those of you who know me, I love anything arty so just had to have a go and of course support Roger, Trevor and Linda in 
raising funds for the Adam’s family’s chosen Charity Association Recherche Cancer C 
in memory of Jan. 
Arriving early to help set up, I realised just how hot it was and wondered how many 
people might turn up, but turn up they did, in fact about 16 people.
Everybody split into groups and the laughing and merriment was for all to hear.  It was 
truly a fun filled afternoon, Roger with clay work, Trevor doing watercolour painting 
and Linda pastel work.  I really wanted to do all three, but realised this might be wishful 
thinking on my part.  However, I did attempt a water colour painting managing to 
portray a landscape scene of a field with hay bales in the foreground casting shadows.  
Trevor is so patient!  
There was only just enough time take part in making a clay horse’s head, although Roger 
described it as a sort of ‘caricature’!  I’ve fondly called him ‘Joey’ from the film of the 
War Horse, as he certainly has very strong features! 
The feedback given as people were leaving was indeed a joy to hear, with praise for Roger Adams, Trevor Hodgkiss and Linda 
Fisher - that’s them in the photo above!
Many thanks to everyone who participated.                                         Ann Knight

The church fete was on Saturday 15th 
August in the garden of The Upper Room 
in Bertric Buree. The weather was kind 
and it was a wonderful occasion, despite 
coronavirus precautions.

The Summer of Swallows.
Our six youngsters have fledged and have now joined a large flock of other young Swallows.    
Every evening they return, diving and swooping with the sheer joy of flight. We leave our swimming pool open especially for them 
and they delight in skimming along the surface, taking sips of water and sometimes actually splashing themselves. Thankfully, no 
requests for towels yet!
They are joined by house martins, making the flock even larger, gathering insects on the wing. 
But unbeknown to us, Mrs Swallow laid more eggs, going for a second brood. This is always much 
smaller, as food may be scarcer. The young of the first brood are kept out and away from the nest 
by the parents, as they may damage the eggs or the tiny chicks.
We have now seen little fluffy heads in the nest, just two, although we think she laid three eggs. 
So now we watch and wait for these little late arrivals, to get big enough to join their brothers and 
sisters, on their great migration South.
Later news: there are three babies, yes three, not two as we first thought. One has been keeping its 
head down. We do hope they all make it south with the family.
        Linda Fisher

photo by Mike Fisher
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Ste. Nathalène (24) East of Sarlat, Parish 
Church, on D27

CW Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11  
 Rebecca Easdale  05 53 31 13 32
ML Alexandra Billing  05 53 62 86 11 
PC Sheila Campbell  05 53 59 68 78

Future services
Sunday 06 September  11:00  Prayer & Praise  Sheila Campbell
Sunday 20 September  11:00 Prayer & Praise  David Wilton
Please check the website for details of October services

We are all becoming increasingly reliant on staying connected when we are at home and when we are out and 
about. Tourists see it as essential when choosing where to stay. It has been a blessing in lockdown, as it has 

enabled many to work from home and for us to see our families. 

Perhaps we should be bolder in proclaiming that we have a free 24 hr 7 days a week connection available to our Father. 
Any time, any venue, any location! With Him we have 5G broadband with no atmospheric hindrance or lack of mast 
coverage.  Our communication with him is private, safe and one to one. Thank you God that you are within us and 
in our midst. Where we go, you go. So when we walk into a shop or restaurant, they are blessed by your presence. Let us spread His 
blessings abroad. 

To be compliant with GDPR, we need to all register with the system to give the necessary permissions to store and use our data to keep 
in touch with Chaplaincy news and updates. Please ask Amy for a link.  
Like all internet sites we use, we need to actively opt-in and agree for sites to use our data. As with God, he doesn't bulldoze his way into 
our lives. He is evident to all in his creation, if they choose to seek, he will be found.  We have to give him permission to come into our 
lives and start a journey of transformation, with the power of his Word and Spirit. Are we making the most of the power and authority 
he has put at our disposal, to be witnesses of Heaven on Earth?

Thank you for your regular generous donations to the Chaplaincy via standing order, cheques and collection plate, we are on track to 
meet our budget at the end of the year. Keep up the good work. All good things come from God and they are for sharing not hoarding. 
Our total to date of donations via Chap-Aid for Disaster Relief and Nepal is 605€, plus any donations made on line. Thank you. 

Tuesdays 11.30 Zoom Bible studies These have been continuing with Sheila on John 17. They have been enjoyable and fruitful, 
we are up to verse 19. Jesus prays for our protection from the world which is our battlefield and our mission field.  Looking ahead, the 
notes in the Gospel Transformation Bible say of John 17: 20 Jesus expands his prayer to include those who will believe in him. The 'Great 
Commission' isn't our job to get done but God's promise to fulfil. We are privileged to live as characters in God's story of redemption 
and also as proclaimers of that story; but we must never forget that it is God's story.'

2nd August Prayer & Praise with Sheila Campbell. Those who have lost loved ones to Covid 19 have no closure as they couldn't 
say goodbye or be with them or even attend their funeral, in some cases. Jesus always withdrew from crowds and turned to His Father, 

often to a solitary place. God can wrap His arms of love around us, comfort us and 
give an inner peace. We don't have to suffer alone. He understands our suffering with 
an undiminishing love. He knows our prayer and wants to provide our needs. He is 
always with us. 
Jesus had compassion on the crowd. He wanted them to look to God for their 
provision, which is abundant - 12 baskets left over! The disciples knew they were 
insufficient to meet the crowd's needs but Jesus, having been with His Father, was 
confident that God would meet the need. We shouldn't be astonished, after all God 
provided manna, quail and water in the wilderness.  
We need to step aside with our Father to wherever our mountain top/solitary place 
may be. We will cultivate a peaceful state of mind so nothing can overcome us as we 

trust in Him at all times and in all circumstances. 
It was nice to welcomed Peter and Avril's daughter Victoria and family who were on holiday. We said a temporary fond farewell to Ian 
& Ashley, also to Emi and Ruth who are heading back to the UK after an extended lockdown stay!

16th August Prayer & Praise. Dave Wilton spoke on Psalm 133. When we live in unity, it is good because it reflects God and 
pleasant because it makes living together easier. We must guard against bringing the world's standards into the church. Our purpose, 
through our community of faith and service, is to bring God's standards to pass in this world. 
Dave then expanded on the two pictures of oil and dew. Both are blessings from 
above. It was not a few drops of oil but an abundance that flowed to the priest’s robes 
which had the 12 nations represented. Under the New Covenant we are all priests 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. God wants the Spirit to flow to all parts of our body 
and to all nations through His body the Church. 
Mount Hermon is a high mountain and has its own mini climate with dew bringing 
refreshment and green vegetation.  In contrast, Mount Zion is smaller with very little 
dew or rain, it is dry.  We are refreshed by the Spirit. God bestows His blessings when 
we live in unity, when we yield to the Spirit in our hearts and minds. 
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Limeuil
(24)  near le Bugue, Eglise de 
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW Kathryn Carr  05 53 22 56 64
 Jill Little   05 53 28 36 15 
ML Anne Penfold  05 53 30 46 01
PC Vicki Swaine  05 24 10 60 08

September Services - both outdoors at Capelou
Sunday 6 September   10.30 Holy Communion  Rev’d Liz Morris
Sunday 20 September 10.30 Harvest Praise  Anne Penfold
October services are unconfirmed so do check the website nearer the time.

Hopefully by the time we all get to read the magazine the gruelling hot and humid weather will be over and we can find out how 
much of the garden is still alive! 

St Catherine’s has been meeting for ‘real live’ church at Capelou near Belves. 
An amazing place, covered, open sided and spacious enough for us all to 
keep a decent distance and the most beautiful tranquil surroundings. Our 
team made sure that we had our sound system and on the 9th of August 
we actually had a group of live musicians. That service was led by Sheila 
Campbell whose message 
and choice of music was 
excellent. Sadly too hot 
for the picnic that we 
usually have. 

St Catherine’s will be 
meeting for live church twice a month for the next 2 months, dates and venues 
will be circulated through Chaplaincy Connect. The plan is that on the Sundays 
that we cannot meet we are going to have a ‘church at home’ in a couple of different 
locations to share the Sunday video and chat and pray together and just be ‘church’.

Our Home Group that meets on a Thursday morning took a break for August but 
will be back again in September and will be starting a new study which is open to 
all and can be joined via zoom if not in person, all made possible by the leadership 
of the Heathfield and Carr households.  The daily zoom services are now part of the lives of many of us and thanks to Tony and Liz 
for leading them. Chaplaincy Connect is developing rapidly, so many new things to learn and the communication team have been 
working tirelessly to iron out all the wrinkles so that we can all keep in touch securely.  

Events
On 2nd August there was a very enjoyable Garden Party chez Carr which was a great success raising over 300 euros for the ChapAid 
charity Arc en Ciel. Many thanks to Phil and Kathryn for their hospitality and to everyone who made cakes.

This year’s Car Treasure Hunt will take place on the afternoon of Wednesday 9th September beginning at Limeuil. The event will 
finish with a meal at La Petite Reine at Siorac for those who wish to stay.  The hotel is following all 
government guidelines and  a menu for choices will be sent a little nearer the time as the menu is 
changed frequently.
There is no entry fee for this event but we are asking for donations to Toilet Twinning, a charity we 
have supported for several years. By donating you help fund a project in a poor community that 
will enable families to build a basic toilet, have access to clean water and learn about hygiene.  The 
cost of the meal is 26€ which includes some wine. If you haven’t already registered for the treasure 
hunt, please contact bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com   05 5 3 73 13 59.  Gill and Bob will no doubt 
challenge us all as usual !

Our prayers are for the continued health of all and many blessings. 

Jesus prayed that the world may know His Father sent him because of our love, unity and witness in our words and deeds. We are 
promised everlasting life, a foretaste of Heaven. Our union with Christ, brings us unity in Christ.
It was lovely to have our swallows: Mark & Amanda and Anne with us again but sad not to be joined by the Watt family, who send their 
love. 
30th August Quarterly Prayer We join together to pray for our Family and Community.  This will probably be via Zoom at 4pm 

When I thought of the Bible saying that our names are written on the palm of God's hand - I saw my sin nailed to the palm of his hand. 
Jesus has a resurrected body in glory but it still bears the scars of the price He paid for us to be set free, from being born into the sin 
of Adam.  Now we are born again, into the Righteousness of Christ. Halleluiah! Isaiah 43:4 'You are precious and honoured in my sight.' 
We have God's full acceptance in Christ, therefore we need not fear man's rejection. Keep God's opinion of you in the forefront of your 
mind at all times: The great I AM loves you!  
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Monteton     

 CW 
 ML    Vanda Walton 05 53 89 63 03
 PC    Dave Lee   drl4747@gmail.com(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)

Lot et Garonne: 
   Dondas
   Doudrac    
  

CW  Richard Morris             05 53 23 40 51  
ML Eve Warner-Howard    05 53 41 36 49
PC Dave Lee                 drl4747@gmail.comjust off the D215, north east of Agen.  

on D50 between  Castillonès and Villeréal.  

to the north of Montflanquin.  

on D245 north-east of Agen 
Envals

St Médard

We would like to express our gratitude for the continuing online Sunday services and Morning and Evening Worship 
during the week, with the Aquitaine chaplain’s weekly Prayer and News update.  

Instead of our usual service at Doudrac 
church, friends from the Lot-et-Garonne 
sector enjoyed Worship and Holy 
Communion led by Revd. Liz in Moulinet 
in the dappled sunshine of the Davison’s 
spacious orchard. It was a wonderful time 
together; peaceful, and with perfect weather 
for a bring-your-own picnic and BBQ 
afterwards. Praise the Lord!

Details of services and other information can be obtained from Chaplaincy Connect, (iKnowChurch)   https://
chaplaincyofaquitaine.myiknowchurch.co.uk/login . Any problems please contact Amy at  chapaq.office@googlemail.com.

Gentle nudge - if you haven’t logged on to complete your profile the chaplain’s video is on our website and easy to follow or 
contact Amy for help.

Future services
The Lot et Garonne Sector is very much hoping to be able to continue resuming some services during the last quarter of 
2020.  Plans so far include an Outreach service at Montauriol (home of Tina and David Marshall-Cottam) on Saturday,  
26th September in the afternoon, followed by a barbecue and a Harvest Festival Communion either in Doudrac Church 
or at the home of Graham and Terry Davison on Sunday 4th October at 11am. It is also hoped to have a service of Holy 
Communion for All Saints Day on Sunday 1st November at Doudrac.

Other services may well also be happening but everything is subject to change so do check the church website for up to date 
information nearer the time.

Fund raising
At the time of writing the Bruges Half Marathon is still scheduled for October 18th and Rev Liz is still aiming to take part 
though training has been hampered by a knee injury and the recent hot weather!
If the event does go ahead and she is able to take part, she is hoping to raise money for Chaplaincy and ChapAid funds through 
sponsorship. If you felt able to make a contribution, she would be delighted to hear from you via email: cookingcurate@
gmail.com     Thank you.

A service was held at Crématorium Tonneins for Ian Burgess, husband of Jill, who died on Monday, 10th August. Jill is a 
member of Doudrac church and is remembered in our prayers.

September Service
10:30 Monteton Church, Harvest Holy Communion, Rev’d Liz Morris
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The Gathering, 
On 6 September The Gathering will be meeting for the first time since March. This will be our last meeting at Le Mouret as 
Ian and Mary Roberts are moving back to the UK and we shall greatly miss them.

We shall be meeting outdoors and carefully keeping to all the guidelines including wearing masks and keeping socially 
distanced. We invite you to arrive from 10.45am for a start at 11am. Chairs will be provided which will have been sanitised. 
David and Angela will lead our meeting which will include praying for Ian and Mary. We will end with a bring-your-own 
picnic.

God has greatly blessed us with three years of The Gathering and we are now considering with anticipation what the future 
holds for us. David and Angela with David and Liz Evans would value your prayer as we plan ahead.

Angela Marshall

Condom (32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat, 
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

ACW Caroline Herbert          bcherbert101@gmail.com
DCW Richard Smith           smith.r@orange.fr
ML Caroline Herbert          bcherbert101@gmail.com
 Marion L’Estrange        marian82condom@gmail.com
 PC Irene Birt           05 62 28 80 97

Eymet Temple

Eymet Temple re-opened in June with spaced out chairs and people masked and wearing face shields. Thankfully we have 
the space and the facilities to do this which helps. We had spent lockdown on Zoom and felt that Zoom would continue 

for Bible Study as it cuts travel and the risk of viral transmission in 
someone’s home. We returned for weekly worship from June.

Prayer and Coffee on Thursday afternoon has been rebadged as “Let’s 
Pray” but no coffee! So far this too has worked reasonably well with 
good attendance - there is much to pray about. 

Visitors to the Temple have been pleased to rejoin a Church Community 
after many months away from Church and with many months more still 
unable to meet at their home Church. Numbers each week fluctuate 
which makes planning difficult especially around the children’s ministry. 
That said, it is good to be back “masked but ready!” We are hopeful that 
the electrical repairs will be undertaken before the winter and that our 
heating will appear!

Our “new norm” is working for us and we look forward to our first joint 
“masked” service with the Eglise Protestant Pastor Joel Dehan in October.

Allan & Julia Petchey
Congregational Worship Leadership Team

July 30th saw our small Condom group worshipping together again in the Chapel of Notre Dame de Pietat. It was a 
sizzlingly hot day and we were all thankful to be inside the cool Chapel.

It was super to be able to worship together again face to face - or should I say face mask to face mask but even then of course 
no kissing!  We all sang our hearts out.
We decided to forego our usual coffee get-together after the service but people still stayed to chat and catch up.

One sad thing we learned was that Richard and Mary Smith have sold their house and will be moving back to the UK. 
Property in this area seems to be selling quite fast again.  Richard has been such a staunch supporter of the Condom 
congregation from the start in his quiet totally reliable way -  he will be sorely missed for all the jobs he does and amongst 
other things, his work in setting up the Tombola stall to raise funds for our various charities.

We must all work hard to Spread The Word and try to introduce new people to join our happy throng.  At this very unstable 
time in the world's history our Faith is the only constant healing force.
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Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later 
than the 20th of the month.  Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.   
e-mail:  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 30 Euros 
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy 
would be most welcome!

Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine:   Rev’d Anthony Lomas  06 72 31 72 87     revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain: 
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris      responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51      cookingcurate@gmail.com

Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 07 88 96 60 18    bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney    05 53 27 11 56    louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies   05 53 91 19 90    brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Barrie Green   06 11 67 01 27    barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock  +44 7952 180370 andyhorlock@hotmail.com 
Rev’d David Makepeace    +44  7594 301 894    makedavid@gmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk  
Rev’d David Marshall  05 62 68 26 71    06 88 03 97 59  dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89    my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham  +44 7792 46 71 09    geraldrootham@outlook.com 
Ven. Chris Sims    05 53 81 38 44     ven.csims@gmail.com
 
Chaplaincy Wardens:
David Albrecht    05 53 36 55 97   albtd@orange.fr
Sally Davies  09 75 93 01 81  sallydavies928@gmail.com (Interim Warden until confirmed)

Chaplaincy Administration:  Amy Owensmith    06 07 04 07 77  chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator     Nellie Salvi  05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78   contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor:   Gill Sweetman  05 53 73 13 59  bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com
Chaplaincy Communications Coordinator:  Sally Davies  09 75 93 01 81  sallydavies928@gmail.com 

Chaplaincy website:   www.churchinaquitaine.org 
Chaplaincy Connect:   https://chaplaincyofaquitaine.myiknowchurch.co.uk/login
Chap-Aid Website:      www.chap-aid.com
Facebook page:    English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
Archdeaconry of France:  http://anglicanfrance.fr/
Diocese in Europe:   http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies: 
Poitou-Charentes:      http://church-in-france.com/ 
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:    Revd Dan Langdon-Griffiths   www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau:  Revd Robert Dennis  http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html


