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The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is part of the Church of England Diocese in Europe,
working in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.
It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES
December 2021
SUNDAY 05 DECEMBER - 2nd Sunday of Advent
10:00 Bertric Burée, Open Door, church is open for private
					prayer & reflection
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
10:30 Négrondes, Family Service, Patrick Sturges
11:00 Doudrac – Carols and Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz
						Morris
11:00 Ste Nathalène, Prayer & Praise with Communion, 		
					Rev'd Tony Lomas
15:30 Bordeaux, Prayer & Praise, Heather Gardiner
16:00 Bertric Burée, Advent Carols, Sheila Marshall

SUNDAY 19 DECEMBER - 4th Sunday of Advent
10:00 Bertric Burée, Open Door, church is open for 		
			
private prayer & reflection
10:30 Dondas, Holy Communion and Carols, Rev'd Liz 		
						Morris
10:30 Eymet Temple, Christmas Fresh Expressions, Allan
						Petchey
15:30 Bordeaux, Family Communion, Rev'd Robin Nash
16:00 Limeuil, Candlelight Readings and Carols
16:00 Bertric Burée, Christmas Carols, Rev'd Tony 		
						Lomas

WEDNESDAY 8 DECEMBER
11:00 Bertric Burée, BCP Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony
						Lomas

THURSDAY 23 DECEMBER
11:00 Condom, Holy Communion and Carols, Rev'd 		
					Tony Lomas

FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER
18:00 Ribérac, Christmas Carol Service, Rev'd Tony Lomas
					and Sheila Marshall
18.00 St Medard, Ecumenical Carol Service, Rev’d Liz 		
						Morris
		
SATURDAY 11 DECEMBER
16:00 Chancelade, Christmas Carol Service, Rev'd Tony 		
						Lomas

FRIDAY 24 DECEMBER, CHRISTMAS EVE
15:30 Bordeaux Family Communion, Rev'd Angela and 		
				Rev'd David Marshall
16:30 Bertric Burée, Outdoor Carols in the Square, Steve
				Long and Ann Knight
17:00 Monteton, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris

SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER - 3rd Sunday of Advent
10:30 Bertric Burée, Morning Worship, Steve Long
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Rev'd Tony Lomas
10:30 Limeuil, Morning Praise, David Albrecht
10:30 Monteton, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
10:30 Négrondes, Holy Communion, Rev'd Brian Davies
15:30 Bordeaux, Christmas Carol service, Rev'd Tony Lomas
TUESDAY 14 DECEMBER
15:00 Ste Nathalène, Christmas Carol Service, Rev'd Tony
						Lomas
18:00 Monteton, Christmas Carol Service, Rev'd Liz Morris
WEDNESDAY 15 DECEMBER
10:30 Chancelade, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
FRIDAY 17 DECEMBER
18:00 Négrondes, Christmas Carol Service, Patrick Sturges
					and Chris Benson
SATURDAY 18 DECEMBER
17:00 Vic Fezensac, Christmas Carol Service, Rev'd Tony
						 Lomas
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SATURDAY 25 DECEMBER, CHRISTMAS DAY
10:30 Bertric Burée, Holy Communion, Rev'd Robin 		
						Nash
10:30 Eymet, Christmas service of Thankfulness, Allan 		
						Petchey
11:00 Doudrac, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER (4th Sunday services)
10:30 Limeuil, Family Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
10:30 Monteton, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
10:30 Négrondes, Special Christmas Service, Chris 		
						Benson
15:30 Bordeaux, Family Communion, Rev’d Angela & 		
				Rev’d David Marshall
services continue every week.
CHURCH YouOn-line
can join us for Morning and
ONLINE Evening prayer live via Zoom.

Each Sunday you will find a videoed
service for you to follow and join in with where appropriate
You can find full details here:
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/churchonline/
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An Average New Year

D

uring the month of November in this Chaplaincy we will have undertaken
two different prayer initiatives. For an hour at midday each day during the
COP26 Climate Summit a varying group came together on Zoom to pray for the
delegates and their discussions. I think that everyone who participated found
it a time of encouragement and support especially as we were not in a position
to engage more directly with the events in Glasgow. The second initiative, on St
Andrew’s Day (30th November) – and, as I am writing this, still about 10 days in
the future! – was a day of prayer for the Mission and Outreach of this Chaplaincy.
Constantly, throughout the day, from 08h30 – 20h30, people were praying for
God’s guidance to us on how we, as a Chaplaincy, can best participate in His
mission to His people in this part of France.
It is my sincere hope that this sort of prayer will become a much more regular
part of the life of the Chaplaincy in the future and, indeed, it will form part of
our theme for 2022 (more about that will be distributed later). However, at
this particular moment, as we head towards the end of 2021, what is your most
pressing prayer for the coming year?
I once had a colleague whose standing joke was to wish everyone “An average
New Year”. When asked to explain, he would say, “I hope that this year will be
better than last year but not as good as next year.” I actually find this sentiment
quite useful at this time of continuing uncertainty. It reminds me that each year
is interconnected with both our past and our future. Joys from last year can be
held onto and carried forward but conversely we can hope that the pains and
disappointments of last year can be allowed to diminish as time goes by. And
whilst our natural focus might be on the turning of the calendar year, I find that,
in this regard, the church cycle, starting with the season of Advent, is even more
helpful.
The prayers and traditions of Advent encourage us to spend some time to prepare
ourselves for a new beginning and, like my colleague’s New Year wish, have a
triple focus on the past, present and future. We look back at the amazing story
of how God has worked for the good of his people throughout the ages, we get
ready to celebrate the rebirth of the Christ Child in our lives and our church in
our present situation and we look forward to the even greater glory of the full
accomplishment of what was started in the stable in Bethlehem, fulfilled in the
empty tomb of Easter and stretches forward into … well, that’s the question, isn’t
it? Where does this story end?
This brings me back to the issue of our prayer life. The end of the story is something
that each one of us needs to explore for ourselves. It’s not something that we can
ever work out or deduce through our own mental acuity, we can only begin to
see the path ahead through the wisdom and grace of God and , most importantly,
through listening to what God has to say to us – through both individually prayer
and the prayers of our church.
So my prayer for this Christmas period is that, as we prepare for the New Year,
through prayer and listening to God, we might all have a real sense of God’s calling
to us; His encouragement to live the life that He wants for each one of us and to
sense the full degree of His love for us – more than we did last year but hopefully
not as much as we will next year!
I wish you all a blessed and peaceful Christmas and New Year.

Chaplaincy Prayed Daily over
the COP26 summit.

I

'm not sure what is happening but
I'm becoming quite passionate
about prayer (you might remember
my "Minister's Musing" article in a
previous mag). So it was a delight
to join with others in praying for
COP26 every day at 12 noon.
We engaged with the daily topic and
prayed far and wide for all the issues
that relate to climate change. What
neither I nor Angela had anticipated
was the joy of praying with others
online and feeling a really deep
spiritual connectivity. As Angela has
commented, "I found the COP26
prayer zooms really helpful, it was
so good to pray with others and see
how God laid similar things on our
hearts to pray for."
This has given us real encouragement
and we are looking forward to further
opportunities to pray with others
- like the Advent meetings and the
Day of Prayer on 30th November. It
is easy as Christians to assume that
we cannot do much in the face of
massive challenges but I think that's
a lie sold to us by the enemy. We can
pray and take it to the Father - join
us if you can!
Rev’d David Marshall

From your Editor
Another
year
almost gone but
an opportunity for
me to say THANK
YOU! Thank you
to all those who have contributed
to this magazine during 2021 and
thank you to you, the readers, for
continuing to letting us know that
you enjoy the contents.
It hasn’t been an easy year with many
highs and lows and we pray that 2022
will be better for us all. Meanwhile
I wish you all a happy, healthy and
peaceful Christmastime.
Love Gill
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Caring for our Creation!

Chaplaincy Advent Meditations, ‘Praying with People of the Bible’
Tuesday 30th November; 7th, 14th and 21st December, 19h30-20h30.
We complete our St. Andrews day prayer vigil
with the first of four Advent meditations online
over zoom on 30th November, ‘Psalms as Prayers’
(focussing on mission) led by Tony Lomas; on 7th
December, ‘Nehimiah, Prayer to Action’ led by
David Marshall; on 14th December, ‘St. Paul,
Pray Without Ceasing’ led by Tina Marshall
and concluding on 21st December, ‘Mary and
Hannah, Prayers of Supplication’ led by Heather Gardiner. We are excited by
what these prayers of the Bible can teach us during Advent and hope you will
join us. Lookout for the zoom link in the chaplaincy weekly bulletin.
***********************************************************
Chaplaincy Day of Prayer – St. Andrew’s Day 30th November

Early in December packets of
wild flower seeds for 2.50€ will
be available at your church. We
hope you’ll wish to support this
Chaplaincy Communications
Team initiative to ‘celebrate
and blossom with flowers’. In
the summer you can send us a
photo of the beautiful results!
The
packets
would
make
good stocking
fillers of course!!

Apart from being the patron saint of Scotland (and a few other places) Andrew
is remembered for being the first person to bring someone to the Lord! He
introduced his brother Peter to Jesus and because
of that is looked upon as being the first missionary.
Consequently, a number of churches use this day as
a day of prayer for evangelism and outreach and this
year we are joining them in a concentrated effort at
praying for our outreach work in the Chaplaincy,
for our missionary contacts and for other Christian
organisations engaged in the work of evangelism.
The aim is (or was depending on when you read this) to pray continuously
from 8h30 – 20h30, with groups or individuals covering every hour of the day
(in half-hour slots) so that we send an unbroken stream of prayer to the Lord,
supported by three times of communal prayer over Zoom, at 08h30, 12h00 and
19h30, for an hour each. If at certain times, we have many people praying, then
so much the better! You may already be aware of this prayer vigil and if not, and
you would like to commit to a particular half-hour slot during the periods of
09h30 – 12h00, and 13h00 – 19h30, you can do so by sending your name and
chosen time to our dedicated email address: aquitaineprayer@gmail.com
If you are reading this after 30th November, you can still pray! Let us pray with
confidence and faith that many will come to know Jesus in these days.
*************************************************
24/7 Prayer Course over the eight weeks between Advent and Lent.

We need your feedback!
We’d love to have your views on
the magazine and its contents.

•
•

•

Have you comments on any
of the articles?
Do any of them challenge
you?
Do you have a favourite
page?

Continuing with prayer, we want to encourage
groups and individuals to follow the 24/7 prayer
course, ‘How to Pray’, written by Pete Greig between
Advent and Lent. The course for small groups is
available free online https://prayercourse.org/
about/ and individuals are welcome to join a weekly
zoom meeting on Tuesdays at 7.30pm following the
course.
For further information, advice and to sign up for any of these initiatives, please
contact aquitaineprayer@gmail.com
https://www.churchinaquitaine.org/index.php/chaplaincy-prayer

Send your views to the editor at
bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com
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Living the change suppers

A

s people of faith from many diverse traditions,
we are all grateful for the blessings of life and our
shared planet. The planet that sustains us, conveys
beauty, and evokes our recognition of something greater
than ourselves. We all need to seek to live on Earth, our
common home, in a way that honours our deepest beliefs
and values, including respect for all creation, solidarity,
compassion, moderation, and balance.
In 2018 we saw severe droughts in Argentina to massive
floods in India, from unprecedented wild-fires in
California to a series of heatwaves in Europe, from
extreme flooding and cyclones in Australia to record rains
in Kenya and Somalia, millions around the globe felt they
experienced the reality of climate change for the first time.

The Advent Season is all about reflecting
on how we can prepare our hearts
and homes for Christ’s birth
in the world as it is today.
It is a time for faith communities and
families to remember, through prayer,
reflections, special music, and good deeds
what the true meaning of Jesus’ birth is.
God of Love
Your Son, Jesus, is Your
greatest gift to us.
He is a sign of Your love
Help us walk in that love
during the weeks of Advent,
as we wait and prepare
for His coming.
We pray in the name of
Jesus, our Saviour.
Amen.

The science is clear. Mean temperature worldwide has
already risen by 1°C due to our activity. The last 4 years
have been the warmest on record. The special report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) on
1.5°C of warming warned us that a 0.5 degree difference
makes all the difference, with significantly higher risks
for the life and well-being of humans, other living beings
and the biosphere. Yet, the world is on a 3°C trajectory by
2100.
In 2018 Living the Change, was launched; a global
multi-faith initiative, to take responsibility in the face
of climate change and align ourselves with our religious
and spiritual principles by reducing our personal carbon
footprints and fostering widespread behaviour change
in our communities. We want to challenge mainstream
consumerism and shift towards cultures of joyful simple
living!
We all understand that climate-friendly lifestyles on a
global scale must be an important part of the solution. A
wide variety of complementary solutions will be required,
including technology innovation, policy and economic
tools, and local community leadership and action.
However, even in the best case scenario, the consumption
habits of many of us are simply too high. To allow a future
for all and take care of the Earth, our home, we must
change, as well.
How can we live up to the challenge personally? And
how can we inspire others to join the journey? The
Living the Change Guidebook offers one possible way
to engage our friends and the members of our religious
and spiritual communities. It is one of the simplest and
oldest practices of humanity: gather for a savoury meal
and good conversation.
If you are interested in running a Living the Change
Supper go to the website: www.livingthechange and
download the resource to run your own supper.
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I am so glad to have the opportunity to share memories of the Polish Christmas Eve celebrations
introduced to our family by my dear stepfather, Stefan. As part of the Polish Home Army, he
survived the Warsaw Uprising in 1944 and made his escape to England, leaving behind the city of
his birth, razed to the ground by the Germans. Stefan never returned to Poland – too much lost, too
many memories….so we made sure that Christmas Eve was always a special evening and a time to
celebrate the traditions of his childhood…………..
Belinda Drew
Belinda
On the night of Christmas Eve, so important is the appearance of the first
star inDrew
remembrance
of the Star of Bethlehem, that it has been given an affectionate name of "the little star" or
Gwiazdka (the female counterpart of St. Nicholas). Children watch the sky anxiously hoping
to be the first to cry out, "The star has come!" The opening of presents can begin!

Known as ‘Wigilia’, Christmas Eve is the most important culinary event of the year and at
one time the dinner consisted of twelve different dishes representing the twelve apostles.
Today it is more modestly celebrated, but the array of traditions remains……
Hay is spread beneath the tablecloth as a reminder that Christ was born in a manger. In many homes an empty place setting
is symbolically left at the table for the Lord, or for a lonely traveller, or relative who may be in need of food.
The supper begins with the breaking of the opłatek (wafer). Everyone at the table breaks off a piece
and eats it as a symbol of their unity with Christ. They then share a piece with each family member.
A traditional Wigilia supper in Poland is a meatless one. All the other elements of the land though,
are present at the table: mushrooms from the woods, cereal from the fields, fish from the water, and
fruit from the orchard. A typical menu might look like this……
Carp is traditionally a key element, but being difficult to source (and, frankly,
not a favourite) we would usually have fried hake fillets, always with potatoes
with butter and dill. To start, a variety of small dishes – pickled herring with
sour cream and dill, pickled cucumber, smoked salmon, stuffed eggs,

blinis…..and the obligatory vodka!

VODKA – the second ‘star’ of the evening!
Na Zdrowie!
The little shot glasses are ready and the vodka has been in the
freezer for a few days to achieve its velvety, viscous texture…it
would be Wyborowa or Źubrówka (with its signature blade of
‘Bison grass’) – I urge you to try one of these, both readily
available in the large supermarkets here. The small measures
should be knocked straight back – no sipping – and the warmth
will go right down to your toes, I guarantee! Now comes the
test of stamina – Stefan would raise the first toast, always “To
the unceasing health of beautiful women”…glasses topped up,
“To the second leg”…then the third…“God loves the Trinity”….onto the fourth, “To the four corners of
the room”….and for the hardy, a fifth – “To the chimney!”.

An easy Polish beetroot soup…serves 4
4 medium sized beetroot
1 litre veg stock (or beef, if it’s not
Christmas!)
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tsp granulated sugar
2 tbs lemon juice
Salt & pepper
Dill or parsley to garnish

Happy Christmas!

Heat oven to 175°, wrap each beet in foil & roast for 45 minutes. Allow to cool then peel and slice to julienne. In a large
pan bring the stock to the boil, add the garlic with the beets, sugar, lemon juice and seasoning. Simmer for about 15 minutes.
To bring the vibrant colour back, add a little white or other vinegar at the end of cooking.
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Looking at Art
with

Jeff Bottger

In this year's Looking at Art articles we explored many art forms including
paintings, stained glass, mosaics and sculpture. For our Christmas edition, let's
take a look at how great artists and artisans used them to depict the Nativity story.

T

he Annunciation by Fra Angelico depicts the moment when
the archangel Gabriel informs Mary that she will give birth
to God's son. It is a fresco that he worked on from 1440 to 1445 in
the Convent of San Marco in Florence. How sweetly and humbly
Mary is depicted! Notice too how she and Gabriel are framed
by the columns and arches. I think it is the most beautiful of
the numerous paintings depicting this pivotal moment in the
Nativity story.

Highly skilled artisans throughout Italy created mosaics of exceptional
beauty for many centuries. The vaulted ceiling of the Church of Santa Maria
dell'Ammiraglio in Palermo, Sicily is adorned with a spectacular 12th century
mosaic depicting the Nativity. It is a very complex design but still contains all
the elements surrounding the birth of Jesus. Imagine the effort it took to put
all the tiny mosaic tiles in place from scaffolding dramatically positioned well
above the church's floor!

The stained glass windows of Notre Dame Cathedral are superb,
and many miraculously survived the catastrophic fire in April of
2019. They were likely fabricated by the same artisans who created
the stunning stained glass windows for nearby Sainte-Chapelle
in the 1240s. In the panel here we see Mary holding the newborn
Christ child as she and Joseph lovingly gaze at Jesus. Notice how
Mary is traditionally depicted wearing a blue dress. It is a work of
great beauty.

Catacombs and sarcophagi offered unusual opportunities
for sculptors to portray the Nativity scene. A 4th century
Roman sarcophagus depicts the three magi bearing their
gifts for Jesus, who is seated on Mary's lap. The bright star
shines down on the procession, which includes the magis'
camels. Notice how youthful and clean-shaven the magi are
depicted! It is an exceptionally well sculpted ensemble of an
element of the Nativity story.
I hope your holiday season will be enriched by this month's Looking at Art review of art forms we explored together in
2021. As always, please continue to contact me at chezjeffetbonnie@gmail.com. Many thanks and have a Happy Christmas!
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History of a Christmas Classic

A

lthough the tradition of Nine Lessons and Carols is popularly associated
with King's College, Cambridge, its origins are attributed to Truro
Cathedral in Cornwall. Up to the late 19th century, the singing of Christmas
carols was normally performed by singers visiting people’s houses, and carols
— generally considered to be secular in content — had been excluded from
Christian worship.
Victorian era, the rising popularity of hymnody encouraged
musicians to introduce carols into worship. An 1875 book of
‘Carols for Use in Church During Christmas and
Epihany’ by Richard Chope and Sabine BaringGould, was an influential publication. At around
this time, the composer and organist John Stainer
was compiling a collection, ‘Christmas Carols New
and Old’, and during Christmas 1878 he introduced carols into the
service of Choral Evensong at St Paul's Cathedral in London. Other
cathedrals also began to adopt carols at Christmastide that year and the Royal
Cornwall Gazette reported that the choir of Truro Cathedral would sing a service
of carols at 10pm on Christmas Eve.

Personalised wooden
Christmas decorations

In
the
church
carols,

Two years later, the Right Rev. Edward White Benson, at that time Bishop
of Truro, conducted the first formal service of "Nine Lessons and Carols" on
Christmas Eve 1880. Benson, concerned at the excessive consumption of alcohol
in Cornish pubs during the festive season, sought a means of attracting revellers
out of the pubs and into church by offering a religious celebration of Christmas.
The idea for a service consisting of Christmas music interspersed with Bible
readings was proposed by the succentor of the cathedral, the Rev. George
Walpole (who later became Bishop of Edinburgh). The first Nine Lessons and
Carols service took place at 10pm on Christmas Eve and was attended by over
400 people.
Bishop Benson was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury in 1883, and the Nine
Lessons service began to gain in popularity across the Church of England and
the wider Anglican Communion. The original liturgy has since been adapted
and used by other churches all over the world. Lessons and Carols most often
occur in Anglican churches. However, numerous Christian denominations have
adopted the service, or a variation of it, as part of their Christmas celebrations.
In the UK, the service has become the standard format for school carol services.
Notably in 1918, the Rev. Eric Milner-White the new Dean of King's College,
Cambridge, introduced the service to the college chapel, taking advantage of the
established choral tradition of the Choir of King's College, Cambridge. It proved
highly successful, and began an annual tradition — albeit with some alterations
to Benson's original format from 1919 onwards. The BBC began to broadcast
the service on the radio from 1928 and on television from 1954, establishing
Carols from King's as the most popular and widely recognised presentation of
the service.
In Canada, the Festival of
Nine Lessons and carols is
done multilingually at Bishop's
College School, Québec, with
the nine lessons read in nine
languages or dialects.
In December 2013, Truro Cathedral staged a reconstruction of Bishop Benson's
original 1880 Nine Lessons with Carols Service which was attended by a
congregation of over 1,500 people.”
Elizabeth Brook

Spreading the Word

Made from locally sourced wood
and custom painted for you,
with names, festive greetings
and illustrations. These are
made to look beautiful for many
Christmases to come.
12€ each or 10€ for multiples.
Contact: alicia.albrecht@hotmail.
co.uk
Insta: @alicia.theartist

Do you know who your
Ancestors were?

For just 50€, all of which goes to
Chaplaincy Funds, Gill will research
your ancestors and then provide you
with a report and a family tree.
Or why not make it a special gift for a
relative?
For more information speak to Gill
Sweetman 05 53 73 13 59
bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com

Bishop’s Advent Appeal 2021
This year, we have witnessed
extreme weather caused by climate
change in Europe. This year’s
Bishop’s Advent Appeal will go to
agencies supporting people affected
by man-made climate change. You
can find the full information about
the appeal here:

https://europe.anglican.org/
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The Real St. Nick (Santa Claus)

by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

"A vast multitude was imprisoned in every place," wrote an eyewitness. "The prisons — prepared for murderers and robbers
— were filled with bishops, priests, and deacons ... so there was no longer room for those condemned of crimes." Eusebius,

Church History, VIII, 6, 9

You'd hardly expect to find old St. Nick in jail. But St. Nicholas is more than a children's Christmas legend. He was flesh and
blood, a prisoner for Christ, bishop of the Mediterranean city of Myra.
What do we know about the real St. Nicholas? He was born, ancient biographers tell us, to wealthy parents in the city of
Patara about 270 A.D. He was still young when his mother and father died and left him a fortune.
As a teenager, Nicholas' humility was already evident. He had heard about a family destitute and starving. The father had
no money for food, much less the dowry needed to marry off his three daughters. He was ready to send his oldest girl into
the streets to earn a living as a prostitute.
Under the cover of night, Nicholas threw a bag of gold coins through the window of their humble dwelling. In the morning
the father discovered the gold. How he rejoiced: his family was saved, his daughter's honour preserved, and a dowry for
her marriage secured. Some time after, Nicholas secretly provided a dowry for the second daughter. Still later for the third.
But on the third occasion, the girls' father stood watching. As soon as the bag of gold thudded on the floor, he chased after
the lad till he caught him. Nicholas was mortified to be discovered in this act of charity. He made the father promise not to
tell anyone who had helped his family. Then Nicholas forsook his wealth to answer a call to the ministry.
At the nearby city of Myra a bishop supervised all the churches of the region. When the bishop died, the bishops and
ministers from other cities and villages — Nicholas among them — gathered to choose a successor.
Nicholas was in the habit of rising very early and going to the church to pray. This morning an aged minister awaited him
in the sanctuary. "Who are you, my son?" he asked.
"Nicholas the sinner," the young minister replied. "And I am your servant."
"Come with me," the old priest directed. Nicholas followed him to a room where the bishops had assembled. The elderly
minister addressed the gathering. "I had a vision that the first one to enter the church in the morning should be the new
bishop of Myra. Here is that man: Nicholas."
Indeed they did choose him as bishop. Nicholas was destined to lead his congregation through the worst tribulation in
history.
In A.D. 303, the Roman Emperor Diocletian ordered a brutal persecution of all Christians. Those suspected of following the
Lord were ordered to sacrifice to pagan gods. Nicholas and thousands of others refused.
Ministers, bishops, and lay people were dragged to prison. Savage tortures were unleashed on Christians all over the empire.
Believers were fed to wild animals. Some were forced to fight gladiators for their lives while bloodthirsty crowds screamed
for their death. Women suffered dehumanizing torment. Saints were beaten senseless, others set aflame while still alive.
Yet persecution couldn't stamp out Christianity. Rather it spread. Third century leader Tertullian observed, "The blood of
the martyrs is the seed of the Church."
Those who survived Diocletian's torture chambers were called "saints" or "confessors" by the people, because they didn't
forsake their confession that Jesus Christ is Lord. Nicholas was one of these.
Finally, after years of imprisonment, the iron doors swung open and Bishop Nicholas walked out, freed by decree of the new
Emperor Constantine. As he entered his city once more, his people flocked about him. "Nicholas! Confessor!" they shouted.
"Saint Nicholas has come home."
The bishop was beaten but not broken. He served Christ's people in Myra for another thirty years. Through the prayers
of this tried and tested soldier of faith, many found salvation and healing. Nicholas participated in the famous Council of
Nicea in 325 A.D. He died on December 6, about 343, a living legend, beloved by his whole city.
St. Nick of yuletide fame still carries faint reminders of this ancient man of God. The colour of his outfit recollects the red
of bishop's robes. "Making a list, checking it twice," probably recalls the old saint's lectures to children about good behavior.
Gifts secretly brought on Christmas Eve bring to mind his humble generosity to the three daughters.
Yet if he were alive today, this saint would humbly deflect attention from himself. No fur-trimmed hat and coat, no reindeer
and sleigh or North Pole workshop. As he did in life centuries ago, Bishop Nicholas would point people to his Master.
"I am Nicholas, a sinner," the old saint would say. "Nicholas, servant of Christ Jesus."
http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/st-nick.htm
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'The Story of Silent Night'

F

ather Joseph Mohr sat at the old organ. His fingers stretched over the keys, forming the notes of a chord. He took a deep
breath and pressed down. Nothing. He lifted his fingers and tried again. Silence echoed through the church.

Father Joseph shook his head. It was no use. The pipes were rusted, the bellows mildewed. The organ had been wheezing
and growing quieter for months, and Father Joseph had been hoping it would hold together until the organ builder arrived
to repair it in the spring. But now, on December 23, 1818, the organ had finally given out. St. Nicholas Church would have
no music for Christmas.
Father Joseph sighed. Maybe a brisk walk would make him feel better. He pulled on his overcoat and stepped out into the
night. His white breath puffed out before him. Moonlight sparkled off the snow-crusted trees and houses in the village of
Oberndorf. Father Joseph crunched through the snowy streets to the edge of the little Austrian town and climbed the path
leading up the mountain.
From high above Oberndorf, Father Joseph watched the Salzach River ripple past St. Nicholas Church. In the spring, when
melting snow flowed down the mountains and the river swelled in its banks, water lapped at the foundation of the church.
It was moisture from the flooding river that had caused the organ to mildew and rust.
Father Joseph looked out over the Austrian Alps. Stars shone above in the still and silent night.
Silent night? Father Joseph stopped. Of course! "Silent Night!" He had written a poem a few years before, when he had first
become a priest, and he had given it that very title. "Silent Night."
Father Joseph scrambled down the mountain. Suddenly he knew how to bring music to the church.
The next morning, Father Joseph set out on another walk. This time he carried his poem. And this time he knew exactly
where he was going - to see his friend Franz Gruber, the organist for St. Nicholas, who lived in the next village.
Franz Gruber was surprised to see the priest so far from home on Christmas Eve, and even more surprised when Father
Joseph handed him the poem.
That night Father Joseph and Franz Gruber stood at the altar of St. Nicholas Church. Father Joseph held his guitar. He could
see members of the congregation giving each other puzzled looks. They had never heard a guitar played in church before,
and certainly not during midnight mass on Christmas Eve, the holiest night of the year.
Father Joseph picked out a few notes on the guitar, and he and Franz Gruber began to sing. Their two voices rang out, joined
by the church choir on the chorus. Franz Gruber's melody matched the simplicity and honesty of Father Joseph's words.
When the last notes faded into the night, the congregation remained still for a moment, then began to clap their hands.
Applause filled the church. The villagers of Oberndorf loved the song! Father Joseph's plan to bring music to St. Nicholas
Church had worked.
A few months later, the organ builder arrived in Oberndorf and found the words and music to "Silent Night" lying on the
organ. The song enchanted him, and when he left, he took a copy of it with him.
The organ builder gave the song to two families of traveling singers who lived near his home. The traveling singers performed
"Silent Night" in concerts all over Europe, and soon the song spread throughout the world.
Today, cathedral choirs and carolers from New York to New Zealand sing the simple song that was first played in a mountain
church in Austria on Christmas Eve nearly 200 years ago. 					
Dick Smolinski
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Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine: Rev’d Anthony Lomas 06 72 31 72 87

revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain:
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris 		 responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51 cookingcurate@gmail.com
Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 07 88 96 60 18 bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney 05 53 27 11 56 louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Barrie Green 06 11 67 01 27 barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock +44 7952 180370 andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d David Makepeace +44 7594 301 894 makedavid@gmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 29 67 66 06 88 03 97 59 rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk
Rev’d David Marshall 05 62 29 67 66 06 88 03 97 59 dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89 my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com
Ven. Chris Sims 05 53 81 38 44 ven.csims@gmail.com
Chaplaincy Wardens:

David Albrecht 05 53 36 55 97 albtd@orange.fr
Sally Davies 09 75 93 01 81 sallydavies928@gmail.com
Chaplaincy Administration:
Amy Owensmith 06 07 04 07 77 chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator
Nellie Salvi 05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78 contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor: Gill Sweetman 05 53 73 13 59 bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com
Chaplaincy Communications Coordinator: Sally Davies 09 75 93 01 81 sallydavies928@gmail.com

Chaplaincy website:
Chaplaincy Connect: 		
Chap-Aid Website: 		
Facebook page: 		
Archdeaconry of France:
Diocese in Europe: 		

www.churchinaquitaine.org
https://chaplaincyofaquitaine.myiknowchurch.co.uk/login
www.chap-aid.com
English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
http://anglicanfrance.fr/
http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies:

Poitou-Charentes: http://church-in-france.com/
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:
www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau: http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html

Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later
than the 20th of the month. Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.
e-mail: bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com
You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 30 Euros
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy
would be most welcome!
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AC

news and
round the
haplaincy: events from our
churches

Limeuil
December Services
Sunday 12 December 10:30
Sunday 19 December 16:00
Sunday 26 December 10:30

T

(24) near le Bugue, Eglise de
Sainte Catherine in Limeuil Haut

CW
ML
PC

Kathryn Carr		
Jill Little			
Anne Penfold		
Vicki Swaine		

05 53 22 56 64
05 53 28 36 15
05 53 30 46 01
05 24 10 60 08

Morning Praise 		
David Albrecht
Candlelight Readings And Carols
Family Communion 		
Rev’d Tony Lomas

he leaders of the Alpha course at St Catherine’s are continuing the sessions and thank everyone for all their prayers as
this group continue to discover Jesus.
Since the last report for the magazine we used our
5th Sunday in October to hold a Service of Light
on the 31st October, just as it was getting dark.
The service was organised by Anne Penfold and
was well attended and moving. We prayed for our
lost loved ones and wove Taize chants through the
prayers and readings and our own resident poet
Veronica, wrote a piece especially for us. Thank
you to our musicians, Phil and Roger and to the
choir who led the singing.
We had a really special and moving Remembrance Sunday service with Rev. Liz, and it
was very good to see some folk who haven’t been with us for a while. The choir sang a
lovely anthem with Peace as the theme, ‘Peace between Nations’ by Christopher Wiggins.
The wreath was laid by John Ralph, Anne Penfold read the Roll of Honour and Barry
Borsberry read the Kohima Epitaph. Thank you to all who contributed to the service.

The long planned tables at the ACIP ‘Vide Grenier’ were very well supported with a substantial amount raised for Chaplaincy
funds and our charities. We met a number of English residents and spread the word about our regular services. Actually
the team have also produced a really excellent information sheet for English immigrants to France, giving them emergency
telephone numbers and places to go for support.
As we go to print we will be celebrating the start of Advent on the 28th November with a service of prayer and praise.
St Catherine’s Singers have been practising hard for a concert on Tuesday 7th December at 3pm. They will be singing
extracts from Graham Kendrick’s ‘The Gift’, a wonderful start to the Christmas celebrations. There will also be music from
Concordia and Ladies Who Sing as well as piano items and poetry. Please come and support this event in aid of Emmaus
and Chaplaincy Funds. (No entry fee just a basket for donations.) You will need your mask and your Passe Sanitaire though!
Talking of Christmas, David Albrecht will be leading an Advent morning praise service on the 12th and then on the 19th
there will be Carols by Candlelight. Then Tony is coming on Sunday 26th for our Christmas communion.
We wish you all a blessed Christmas and a healthy New Year.
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CW
ML Vanda Walton

Monteton 				
(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)
December Services
Sunday 12th December
Tuesday 14th December
Friday 24th December
Sunday 26th December

10.30
18.00
17.00
10.30

05 53 89 63 03

PC Dave Lee drl4747@gmail.com

Holy Communion
Ecumenical Service of Lessons and Carols
Christmas Eve Holy Communion
St Stephen's Day Holy Communion

Rev’d Liz Morris
Rev’d Liz Morris
Rev’d Liz Morris
Rev’d Liz Morris

P

lease note that our Ecumenical Service of Lessons and Carols will be led jointly by our Assistant Chaplain Liz Morris
and the local Roman Catholic Priest, Pere Taillard. This is a popular event so you are advised to arrive early for the
6.00pm start! Mince pies and mulled wine will be served afterwards. Also, this year we shall be having a service of Holy
Communion at Monteton on the Sunday after Christmas Day, the 26th, at 10.30 am, to celebrate the Feast of St Stephen. The
first service of the New Year 2022 at Monteton will be a Choral Evensong on Sunday 30th January.
We were delighted to be able to have a service of Choral Evensong at Monteton on Sunday 31 October, after such a long gap
and especially during Archdeacon Peter’s visit to the Chaplaincy. Our Chaplain Tony was Cantor for this beautiful service
where the Choir, led by Peps Inscoe and with Adrian on the organ, sang the William Smith Responses and the lovely Thomas
Attwood Walmisley settings of the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis, with as the Anthem, Mozart’s “Laudate Dominum” from
his Vespers. For this we had the extra privilege of Peps, our Choir Leader, singing the glorious solo introduction. A truly
memorable occasion with a congregation of over 40 people, and which the Archdeacon told us he enjoyed greatly. The choir
now being in full swing, we shall be singing Evensong again at Monteton on Sunday 30 January 2022, so please come and
join us!

Our Service of Remembrance on the 14th November was led by David Albrecht, before an
altar decorated with the traditional poppies. The choir, led by Peps Inscoe and with Adrian
on the organ, gave us a lovely rendering of “In Paradisum”, from Gabriel Faure's “Requiem”.
During the Act of Remembrance, it was very moving to hear the words of the poem “In
Flanders' fields the poppies blow...”, then the Kohima Epitaph, beautifully spoken by RAF
Veteran, Neil Simpson. We were also very fortunate to have talented young trumpeter
Elliot sounding the Last Post, followed by the Reveille. We ended our service by singing our
National Anthem, followed by the French National Anthem, “La Marseillaise”. Thank you to
everyone who made this inspiring service possible, especially Elliot and Neil.
A reminder that the Monteton Choir will be giving a Christmas Concert on Saturday 4th
December, in the church at 7.00 pm. This not-to-be missed concert by our talented choir
will include both solo and ensemble items of traditional Christmas music and readings. As
with all such events, to attend you will need to present evidence of double vaccination for Covid, ie the Passe Sanitaire, and
you are advised to arrive well before the start of the concert at 7.00pm, since checking the Passe at entry inevitably takes
some time. No tickets will be sold but a basket for donations will provided in the church, proceeds to be shared amongst
Chaplaincy-supported charities.
Norma and Leslie Eckett again hosted a Coffee Morning on Saturday 13th November. As ever delicious cakes were provided
and enjoyed by those who attended this event by a roaring fire in their lovely chai. Proceeds as usual go to the Miramont
branch of Secours Populaire Francais.
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Lot et Garonne:

CW
ML
PC

Richard Morris
Richard Morris
Dave Lee

Dondas just off the D215, north east of Agen.
Doudrac						
on D50 between Castillonès and Villeréal.
St Médard
Envals
to the north of Montflanquin.

December Services
Sunday 05 December
Friday 10 December.
Sunday 19 December.
Saturday 25 December

11.00
18.00
10.30
11.00

05 53 23 40 51
05 53 23 40 51
drl4747@gmail.com

on D245 north-east of Agen

Holy Communion 		
Rev’d Liz Morris 		
Carol Service
		
Ecumenical 			
Holy Communion with carols Rev’d Liz Morris		
Christmas Day Holy Communion Rev’d Liz Morris 		

Doudrac
St Medard
Dondas
Doudrac

December Event
Saturday 11 December lunchtime Christmas carols, poetry and Lunch at Envals.

R

ev’d Liz Morris took our service at Doudrac in early November. She preached about
all Saints Day and she quoted the Pope “Saints risk everything to put the Gospel into
practice.” Saints are in the making all around us and are countless men and women many of
whom died in obscurity, but whose lives set them apart from the rest of the world because
of their faith in Jesus Christ. We were able to celebrate both elements of the host by using
individual Communion cups.
At Envals we enjoyed the service led by our Chaplain Tony Lomas and and afterwards we were
treated to a superb curry lunch laid on by our wonderful hosts Liz and Dave Rolfe.
On 11th November we were at Moulinet near Cancon for our service of Remembrance. This
was an Ecumenical service in the church jointly led by Rev’d Liz Morris and Pere Mbock. Graham Davison organised the
evening. There were poetry readings, both in French and English, about the terrible suffering at Verdun, as well as the
British casualties from the 1st World War. We remembered all those caught up in war then and since.
Eve Warner-Howard accompanied by David on keyboard, sung Domine Deus by Vivaldi. Afterwards we assembled around
the village memorial where the names of those who had died from Moulinet in the service of France were read out.
Wreaths were laid by Cdr (Rtd) Graham Davison and Maj (Rtd) David Rolfe. We then all sang La Marseillaise and God
Save the Queen.
Many of us were then invited back to the home of Graham and Terry for supper.
It was good to enjoy the company of our French friends as well as meeting many English living in the area.
A Big Thank You to our hosts, for all their organisation and hospitality.

At Dondas on Sunday, 21 November, at 10.30am we had a service of Holy Communion celebrated by Revd Liz Morris.
We celebrated the feast of Christ the King and considered the difference between the kingdoms of this world and Christ’s
kingdom.
We shall not be having a Carol Service this year but on Sunday, 19 December at 10.30am there will be a service of Holy
Communion celebrated by Revd Liz Morris which will be followed by a short service of Carols and Readings for Christmas.
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Chancelade
and Négrondes
December Services
Sunday 05 December 		
Saturday 11 December		
Sunday 12 December		
Wednesday 15 December
Friday 17 December		
Sunday 26 December		

C

CW
ML

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The
Abbey NE of Périgueux
Négrondes Church

10:30
16:00
10:30
10:30
18:00
10:30

PC

Vacancy
Elizabeth Brook		
Frances Pengelly		
Patrick Sturges		

Family Service 			 Patrick Sturges			 Négrondes
Christmas Carol Service Rev’d Tony Lomas 		 Chancelade
Holy Communion 		 Rev’d Brian Davies
Négrondes
Holy Communion 		 Rev’d Tony Lomas 		 Chancelade
Christmas Carol Service Patrick Sturges and Chris Benson
Special Christmas service 		 Chris Benson 		
Négrondes

05 53 52 50 91
05 53 54 63 55
05 53 35 48 09

Négrondes

hristmas is coming the goose is getting fat, and no doubt some of us will also gain a pound or two !

Within the Chaplaincy there are numerous services prepared so everyone should be able to get to a Carol Service or
Christmas Communion.
Carols at Chancelade are on 11th December 16.00hrs
Carols at Negrondes are on the 17th December 18.00hrs
Help would be appreciated on the Thursday to do a bit of seasonal decorating, volunteers ? Do please invite your friends,
they may not be churchy but most people love a carol service and enjoy singing well known carols.
Most of us will be looking forward to meeting family and friends, some not seen for the best part of 2 years , maybe more.
My prayer is that folk continue to be Covid sensible but celebrate and have fun. There will a daily reading through Advent
that can be accessed online via TearFund, some of you may know this Christian charity if not search online.
Have you seen the Facebook page we now have:
CNNEA Christians Network North East Aquitaine
This page will we hope spread the word of who and where we are; take a look and spread the word.
Post comments and news from your church so we can share ideas thoughts and prayers for the greater good of all
It’s a new venture but we hope that it will grow to spread the Word and God’s love to all.
How is your garden, cut back and mulched ready for its winter rest, my veggie bit, very small, is now clear except for some
sprouts , only 6 stems but what beauts they are. I am not an expert but do love home grown veg and am learning all the time.
Our garden is small so not much variety, we had tomatoes, beetroot and 2 types of beans plus the sprouts. Every morning
I find myself picking off caterpillars and snails!
A Christmas tradition.... Why Mistletoe ?
Years ago Mistletoe was regarded as mystical, connected to Druids and the Norse mythology. These days we hang it at
Christmas decorating hallways and hope for a kiss beneath it. Kissing under the Mistletoe was recorded in England in
1784 after a musical. The first illustration was in the book The Christmas Carol, published in 1843. The habit caught on and
continues today.
The name mistletoe comes from two Anglo Saxon words 'Mistel' (which means dung) and 'tan' (which means) twig or stick!
Not exactly romantic is it!
News of Sue Baker: A call was received this morning from Sue to say she is in hospital in Harrow. She has Covid.
She can’t keep anything down and has a leg ulcer from a wound that wasn’t treated. She feels in a bad way and would like
our prayers please.
We read this news with sadness and hope you will all pray for her to have a speedy recovery.
Sue Baker recently moved back to the UK and we sadly hear this news today. Sue was a truly good and faithful servant from
her beginning at Chancelade and then Sorges and Negrondes.
We pray that 2022 will be a better year for all, that Peace and Love and Joy may be the predominant marks of all our lives
and that we may all grow in Christ sharing His work

All at Negrondes and Chancelade wish all our readers
a blessed Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year.
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Protestant Temple,

Bordeaux

283 rue Frédéric Sévène,
33400 Talence

December Services
Sunday 5th December 		
Sunday 12th December
Sunday 19th December
Friday 24th December 		
Saturday 25th December
Sunday 26th December

CW				
						
ML				
PC					

Ian Couper
iancouper1@gmail.com							
Christine Rychlewski
06 81 85 72 97
Communications Team 06 52 53 77 16
Christine Rychlewski
06 81 85 72 97

Prayer and Praise 		
Heather Gardiner & Nellie Salvie
Christmas Carol Service
Rev’d Tony Lomas
Family Communion 		
Rev’d Robin Nash
Holy Communion 		
Rev’d Angela Marshall and Rev’d David Marshall
Chaplaincy online Christmas Service Rev’d Tony Lomas
Family Communion 		
Rev’d Angela Marshall and Rev’d David Marshall

Be right on top of the latest news by visiting our website regularly: www.anglicanbordeaux.org
Happenings in November
RhythmBordeaux
We Got Rhythm! (with apologies to George Gershwin for a slight change to his fun lyrics!).
The Covid caution and protection has now become a natural part in the rhythm of our daily
lives. So we were very pleased to see our congregation grow slightly during November and we
particularly welcomed new participants into our worshipping congregation.
Children and Youth Group
The YG/SS of Bordeaux Anglican became well established in November gathering online on Sundays
at 10:30am. The group continued with Mission 3 adapted from the book – Airship Genesis by David
Jeremiah.
In November the group welcomed Judy (Tife’s friend) and Lindsay’s grandchildren. Hallelujah!
We praise and thank God for our young people spreading the Good News!!!

December Events
Christmas Is Near!
In addition to happy times with our families and friends, Christmas is also the time
when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.
During the Christmas period let us not forget to pray for people that we know
who are in need and think how we can help in any way however small. Let us also
pray for all the others who are trapped in unimaginable situations caused by war,
persecution, environmental changes or any other pressures and hear our prayers
continue throughout 2022.
Bordeaux Christmas Services
We will have two Holy Communion Services over the Christmas period. One on Wednesday 24th December and the second
on Friday 26th December. Both Services will be led by Rev’d Angela Marshall and Rev’d David Marshall.
On Christmas Day there will be a recorded online Chaplaincy Service led by the Rev’d Tony Lomas and available to watch
at any time during the day but maybe best watched before consuming the Christmas Pudding! Please email Ian Couper
iancouper1@gmail.com if you would like the link to watch the Service.
Christmas Carol Service
We are delighted to be able to resume our annual Bordeaux Carol Service which will take
place on Sunday 12th December at 15:30 at our normal home: The Protestant Temple, 283 Rue
Frédéric Sévène, 33400 TALENCE
The Service will be a service of Holy Communion with a Covid protection regime in place to
safely accommodate those who wish to sing and for those who would prefer not to sing. So,
please come and enjoy singing or just listening to some of your favourite carols.
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Christmas Bazaar
We are also delighted to resume our Christmas Bazaar this year which will take place on Saturday 4th December starting at
14:30 at The Protestant Temple, 283 Rue Frédéric Sévène, 33400 TALENCE.
The Bazaar is our major annual activity to raise funds to support the running of our Chaplaincy of Aquitaine and to support
our charities. The Bazaar is always a very social gathering enjoyed by all.
There is something for everyone to buy and we encourage attendees, if possible, to bring a contribution, however small, for
the raffle or the stalls listed below. (Bric-a-brac is welcome but please only bring quality Bric-a-brac!)
The stalls include: Christmas Crackers Stall, Wine Stall, Book Stall, Bric-a-brac Stall, Silent Promises Auction, Christmas
Cakes and Goodies, Raffle Prizes, Home Jams, Home Produce and …… enjoy a cup of tea/coffee and cake with friends.
Our Bazaar is a public, non-church service event. Unless there is a change in the Covid
restrictions, please come with your Covid vaccination certificate either in paper form or
contained within the TousAntiCovid app on your phone. If you have yet to be vaccinated,
please bring a negative Covid test taken on or after Thursday 2nd December.
If you have any questions or need some ideas on how you can help or contribute then please
do not hesitate to contact Deirdre by email at deirdre.rankin@orange.fr or Ian at iancouper1@
gmail.com (as soon as possible please!)
Christmas Bazaar Silent Promises Auction
One of the most popular stalls in our Christmas Bazaar is the Silent Promises Auction where
‘promises’ are donated, anonymous bids are placed and the highest bid wins. In 2020 like many
aspects of our life in these difficult times, we went virtual and this year it will again be possible
to place bids online. Alternatively bid in person at the Bazaar.
We already have generous promises ranging from ironing, gardening, DIY help, IT help, an
acrylic painting tutorial through to a visit to the Pomerol wine region. If you would like to offer
some of your time and skills, it is not too late! Please email iancouper1@gmail.com as soon as possible.

Make every penny, cent and your support count!

Please think and pray seriously about your regular financial giving, great or small. Unable to donate into the collection
basket during the Service because you are off to a family outing on Sunday? Or spending 3 weeks on holiday somewhere?
Or unable to leave home for various reasons?
Setting up a monthly direct debit is easy as pie and will ensure that ongoing costs are met.
Treasurer Barry Gardiner will provide you with the pertinent information. Your financial
support will then be regular and you will also receive a tax benefit. Contact our Treasurer Barry
Gardiner via email for details. Please email: barrygardiner54@gmail.com

Eymet

(24) Eymet Temple, Eymet

December Services
Sunday 05 December 10:30 Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
Sunday 12 December 10:30 Fresh Expressions, Rev’d Tony Lomas
Sunday 19 December 10:30 Christmas Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
Christmas Day 25 December, 10:30 Service Of Thankfulness, Allan Petchey

S

ocially distanced services have continued through the Autumn and there are also
occasional ecumenical services with the Eglise Protestante Uni de France as pictured
here.
Zoom Bible Study - Wednesday Evening - We have been working our way through Acts taking a chunk each week and
then discussing the key points and considering their impact on our lives. Allan Petchey did a six week version of Faith
Encounters looking at various characters who had a little part to play but gave insight into how God uses many small things
to create big impacts. In the run up to Christmas, Anne Nadal is leading the start with four themes from Isaiah 9:6.
There will be services each Sunday at 10:30am during Advent and Christmas Day but there will be no service on Sunday
26th December. A Christmas Celebration will take place on Sunday 19th December lead by the Eymet Team.
Let's Pray takes place every Thursday 14:00 - 15:00 in the Temple lead by Julia Petchey.
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Ste. Nathalène
(24) East of Sarlat, Parish Church,
on D27

CW

Alexandra Billing		
Rebecca Easdale		
Kay Doney
Sheila Campbell		

ML
PC

December Services
Sunday 5th December 11:00 Prayer & Praise with Communion
Tuesday 14th December 15.00 Carol service 			

05 53 62 86 11		
05 53 31 13 32
kaydoney@hotmail.co.uk
05 53 59 68 78

Rev'd Tony Lomas
Rev’d Tony Lomas

7th November - Well, Autumn is well settled in, and with the nights now very chilly, we were all dressed warmly for
the service at Ste Nathalenes Church, coats, gloves and boots were very much in presence, the sandal
brigade had finally been put to bed. It was, as always a great blessing to us all to welcome the Rev‘d
Tony Lomas, leading our Prayer & Praise with Communion, which we all shared together. Despite
the cold, we were still 16, as several regular members of our church family are still away, on their prechristmas visits to family in the UK and Europe, and others
were involved in a Vide Grenier to raise funds for our
charities. The teaching was taken from Jonah 3 verses 1-5,
10, and Mark 1 verses 14-20. Jonah was sent to Nineveh
to tell the people that because of their disobedience he was
going to destroy the city of Nineveh, and all the people in
it, but the people repented, wearing sackcloth, and turning
their lives around. As a result, God relented and forgave
the people.
We are taught a great lesson here, how often do we say sorry, yet deep down we do not really want to change the way things
are. To repent is to truly change our behaviour, our lives, not to resent it, but to encompass all that is ahead as we walk in
God’s guidance.
Our service concluded with hot coffee to warm us all up, and followed by a bring and share lunch, with hot soup, and
although just 8 people were able to stay, as always it was a great time to share and relax together. Please note that there will
be hot food available to share at the service on the 5th December, and you are invited to join us.
ACIP Vide Grenier, our big charity event of the year - Andrew and I are pleased
to report that we had very successful results at the ACIP vide grenier in Le Bugue.
We raised 334 euros for our charities, which
I think represents our best effort to date at this
annual event. Art, jigsaw puzzles and books sold
particularly well. Many thanks to all for your
donations. Special kudos this year go to Rosemary.
This was her first time, I think, as one of our
sellers and she was a natural at it, often engaging
potential customers with her charm and vibrant
wit in both English and fluent French. I've attached a couple of photos to give you a
sense of our display tables, etc. It was a lot of work, but also a blast! Jeff
Chap-Aid
Our grateful thanks to everyone who made generous donations throughout the year. Our total up to the end of Nov 2021
is 1,350€. This is an incredible achievement from our small congregation of 8 core households. A huge thank you to Jeff,
Andrew, Rebecca and Rosemary for their contributions to the successful Vide on 7.11.21 which raised 334€ on the day to
put together with other donations. Thank you to all who contributed goods to sell. Our final charitable contribution of the
year will come from our carol service on 14th Dec 15.00. This collection usually goes to the local Resto du Coeur. Alexandra

Condom

(32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat,
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

ACW
ML
PC

December Service
Thursday 23 December 11:00

Spreading the Word

Holy Communion and Carols 		

Caroline Herbert
Caroline Herbert
Marion L’Estrange
Irene Birt

bcherbert101@gmail.com
bcherbert101@gmail.com
marian82condom@gmail.com

05 62 28 80 97

Rev’d Tony Lomas
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The Dronne Valley Church,
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between
Ribérac and Verteillac)

December Services
Sunday 05 December 		
10:00
				16:00
Wednesday 08 December
11:00
Friday 10 December		
18:00
Sunday 12 December 		
10:30
Sunday 19 December		
10:00
				
16:00
Christmas Eve 24 December
16:30
Christmas Day 25 December 10:30

CW Steve Long
05 53 91 96 48
Rosemary Robinson 05 53 91 45 15
Ann Knight
ML Keith Gunn
05 53 90 85 92
PC Sheila Marshall
05 53 90 95 69

Open Door, Church Is Open For Private Prayer & Reflection
Advent Carols 			Sheila Marshall
BCP Holy Communion
Rev’d Tony Lomas
Ribérac, Christmas Carol Service, Rev’d Tony Lomas and Sheila Marshall
Morning Worship 		
Steve Long
Open Door, Church Is Open For Private Prayer & Reflection
Christmas Carols 		
Rev’d Tony Lomas
Outdoor Carols In The Square Steve Long And Ann Knight
Holy Communion 		
Rev’d Robin Nash

O

ur Remembrance Sunday service was led by Sheila. She spoke about poppies and flowers, about the way some of
the troops in the trenches cultivated gardens but never spoke about them and cultivated their own faith and, again,
never spoke about it. In a very moving talk she quoted from John McRae's lovely poem, 'In Flanders fields'. The cross was
decorated with a 'flood' of poppies knitted by various members of the craft group flowing from a tin helmet. Steve Long read
a poem called Forever Young which he wrote back in 2014. The wreath was laid on the altar this year by Barrie Saunders, ex
Royal Navy, and Rosemary conveyed it to the War Memorial after the service.

Please make a note of this date -

The Bertric Burée
Grand Christmas Fair
Saturday 4th December
10:00 to 15:00
Christmas stalls offering original and festive gifts
plus bacon butties, mulled wine,
Christmas crackers, Christmas cakes
and many more good things
Oh, and we should add - masks obligatory

3Cs

We are getting together for 3Cs - Coffee, Cake and Chat - afternoons in the Upper Room on
alternate Thursdays, between 2-4pm. December 9th
This is open to everyone (even if you don’t like coffee!)
Come and join us

------ Also -----Crafty Natterers has re-started and is now on alternate Thursdays from 2-4pm, in the Upper
Room.
Dates for December are 2nd and 16th

Spreading the Word
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Bordeaux celebrating Reza’s birthday

Monteton
coffee
morning

Condom harvest festival

Swearing in
of Chaplaincy
Wardens at
Doudrac

Ceri’s baptism
at Limeuil

Enval’s House
Communion

Fresh
Expressions
at Eymet

Patchwork at Chancelade
and Negrondes

Ste. Nathalène’s congregation

Bordeaux Easter Family Communion

Spreading the Word

Bertric Burée Easter Sunrise service

Licensing of Anne Penfold
at St Avit Sénieur

Limeuil Pet service at Capelou
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