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working in partnership with The Intercontinental Church Society, in ministry to people who speak English.
It covers Gironde, Dordogne and Lot-et-Garonne.

CHURCH SERVICES
March/April 2022
ASH WEDNESDAY 02 MARCH
10:30 Limeuil, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
11:00 Bertric Burée, Holy Communion, Rev’d Brian Davies
11:00 Doudrac, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
16:00 Monteton, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
18:30 Bordeaux, Holy Communion, Rev'ds Angela & David
					
Marshall
SUNDAY 06 MARCH
10:30 Bertric Burée, Open Door, church is open for prayer
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
10:30 Négrondes, Family Service, Patrick Sturges
11:00 Doudrac – Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
(followed by Local Annual Meeting)
15:30 Ste Nathalène, zoom Local Annual Meeting, Rev’d
					
Tony Lomas
15:30 Bordeaux, Prayer & Praise, Christine Rychlewski
16:00 Bertric Burée, Evensong, Sheila Marshall
WEDNESDAY 09 MARCH
11:00 Bertric Burée, BCP Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony
						Lomas
SUNDAY 13 MARCH
10:30 Bertric Burée, Morning Worship, Steve Long
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
10:30 Limeuil, Family Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
10:30 Monteton, Sung Mattins, Roger Verrall
10:30 Négrondes, Family Service, Chris Benson
15:30 Bordeaux, Holy Communion, Rev’ds Angela & David
					
Marshall
SUNDAY 20 MARCH
10:30 Bertric Burée, Open Door, church is open for prayer
10:30 Chancelade, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
10:30 Dondas, Morning Worship, David Albrecht
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Rev'd Tony Lomas
15:30 Bordeaux, Family Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
SUNDAY 27 MARCH (please note : clocks +1)
10:30 Bertric Burée, Holy Communion, Rev’d Brian Davies
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
10:30 Limeuil, Morning Praise, Anne Penfold
10:30 Monteton, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
10:30 Négrondes, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
		
(followed by Local Annual Meeting)
15:30 Bordeaux, Service of the Word, Nellie Salvi
THURSDAY 31 MARCH
11:00 Condom Chapel, Holy Communion, Rev’d Tony
						Lomas
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SUNDAY 03 APRIL
10:30 Bertric Burée, Open Door, church is open for prayer
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, David Albrecht
10:30 Négrondes, Family Service, Patrick Sturges
11:00 Doudrac – Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
11:00 Ste Nathalène, Praise with Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
15:30 Bordeaux, Service of the Word, Anne Penfold
18:00 Bertric Burée, Evensong, Sheila Marshall
PALM SUNDAY 10 APRIL
10:30 Bertric Burée, Morning Worship, Steve Long
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Sheila Campbell
10:30 Limeuil, Morning Praise, Sheila Campbell
10:30 Monteton, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
10:30 Négrondes, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
15:30 Bordeaux, Service of the Word, Christine Rychlewski
MONDAY 11 APRIL
17:00 Bertric Burée, Evening Prayer, Sheila Marshall
TUESDAY 12 APRIL
17:00 Bertric Burée, Evening Prayer, Steve Long
WEDNESDAY 13 APRIL
11:00 Bertric Burée, BCP Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
17:00 Bertric Burée, Evening Prayer, Sheila Marshall
MAUNDY THURSDAY 14 APRIL
10:30 Limeuil, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
16:00 Monteton, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
17:00 Bertric Burée, Holy Communion, Rev'd Andy Horlock
19:00 Bordeaux, Holy Communion, Rev'd Angela and Rev'd Dave
Marshall
GOOD FRIDAY 15 APRIL
additional services in the planning stages, please check the website for
						details
14:00 Bertric Burée, Stations of the Cross, Sheila Marshall (church
				
opened at noon for prayer)
14:00 Stations of the Cross – Doudrac – Rev'd Liz Morris
EASTER SUNDAY 17 APRIL
8:30 Bertric Burée garden, Sunrise Praise, Steve Long and Ann
						
Knight
10:30 Bertric Burée, Holy Communion, Rev'd Andy Horlock
10:30 Dondas, Holy Communion, Rev'd Paul Willis
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan Petchey
10:30 Limeuil, Easter Praise and Holy Communion by Extension,
						Anne Penfold
10:30 Monteton, Holy Communion, Rev'd Tony Lomas
11:00 Doudrac, Holy Communion, Rev'd Liz Morris
11:00 Ste Nathalène, Prayer & Praise, Alexandra Billing
15:30 Bordeaux, Family Communion, Rev'ds Angela Dave Marshall
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TUESDAY 19 APRIL
10:30 Chancelade, Holy Communion, Rev'd
			
Tony Lomas
SUNDAY 24 APRIL
10:30 Bertric Burée, Open Door, church is open
				for prayer
10:30 Eymet Temple, Fresh Expressions, Allan
				
Petchey
10:30 Limeuil, Morning Praise, Anne Penfold
10:30 Monteton, Morning Praise, David 		
				Albrecht
10:30 Négrondes, Family Service, Chris Benson
15:30 Bordeaux, Family Communion, Rev'd
				Tony Lomas
THURSDAY 28 APRIL
11:00 Condom Chapel, Holy Communion, Rev'd
				Tony Lomas

CHURCH
ONLINE

On-line services
continue every
week.

U

Ministry Musings

U

U U U UU

A

t the Ash Wednesday services (2nd March this year) marking the
beginning of Lent, Christians are encouraged to turn away from
sin and towards new life in Christ. Together we acknowledge that our
own lives, our own communities and our world stand in need of God’s
redeeming and transforming power.
‘Live Lent: Embracing Justice’ is the Church of England’s theme for Lent
2022. It invites us to examine our own lives truthfully, to think about our
world more deeply and to pray – pray for the church, pray for the world
far and near that “justice may roll down like waters and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 4: 24).
There is a daily bible reading, a short meditation and a prayer as well as
a practical challenge for each day. Each week follows a different thread
through the many stories of justice in the Bible and we will explore how
God works with humanity to bring justice, wholeness and salvation to
all.

You can join us for Morning and
Evening prayer live via Zoom.

Each Sunday you will find a

videoed service for you to follow
and join in with where appropriate
You can find full details here:
http://www.churchinaquitaine.org/
churchonline/

You can sign up to receive daily emails at www.churchofengland.org/
embracingjustice
To find out what is happening in our own Chaplaincy, see the article in
this magazine by Rev’d David Marshall.
So, in Lent we are encouraged to engage in prayerful reflection, study
and denial. We follow Jesus through the events of Holy Week and on
Good Friday, the most sombre of days, we remember how Jesus was put
to death on the cross. Most Christians would admit to at least a tear or
two as they try to imagine the excruciating agonies our Lord suffered.
And then there is the contrast of the joy of Easter Day when our thoughts
turn to joyful celebration, praise and feasting. The traditional greeting is
‘The Lord is risen!’, ‘He is risen indeed! Alleluia!’.

This bumper issue covers both
March and April due to your Editor
having a long-awaited holiday! So
please remember to keep it to hand
for longer than usual.
Meanwhile, an early Happy Easter
to you all!

Jesus’ death was not the end of the story. Jesus rose from the dead and
was seen by many people. Through his victory over death, we believe
that good is greater than evil, life is stronger than death and love is
stronger than hate. The festival of Easter is the Church’s central festival.
Through Jesus’ resurrection we have hope and faith that we shall also
share in the resurrection life and this can give each of us hope, direction
and purpose for our lives.
May you have a Holy Lent and a Joyful Easter.
Blessings,

Elizabeth Morris
Spreading the Word
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Sunday Worship Service Live Stream from Bordeaux

O

ur church is always ALIVE and now also LIVE! The Chaplaincy
is without a doubt very 'connected', but the Bordeaux Church is
contributing to this by taking the step of going LIVE.
At our home in Talence we are blessed with the welcome and support
we have received from our Protestant friends. Last year there was an
upgrade to some of the facilities including access to the internet.
Our Protestant friends said 'Use it! Use it!' before we even realized it
was there, never mind knowing how we might use it. In the past few
weeks we have been experimenting with live streaming of our Sunday
Service and to our surprise it all works remarkably well and we are
working on a few ideas to make it even better.
If you cannot come to Talence and would like to watch live on your phone, tablet or computer, it is very easy. It really is!
Go to www.anglicanbordeaux.org and you will see: 'NEW!’ We now stream most of our Bordeaux-Talence Services LIVE
on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZGbQrHVqdj7jDrMQzy0tSw
Click on 'HERE'
Click on the 'Subscribe' button
Click on the 'live stream picture'
When the live stream starts it automatically opens and you will see and hear our Service broadcast live!
Be with us and pray with us wherever you may be. See you Sunday at 3:30 pm?

The British Community Committee of France - Representing British
in France since 1937

T

he British Community Committee of France (BCC) represents the British Community
in France. It acts as the umbrella organisation of British associations in France at
national level.
Founded in 1937 the BCC was first registered as a Loi 1901 association on 1 July 1939.
They operate under the registered logo “britishinfrance” and publicise the existence of
member organizations which offer a wide range of social and professional activities, as
well as addressing common concerns of the British community in France. Details of
member organisations are updated and published annually in the Official Directory of
Member Organisations.
Ongoing activities are co-ordinated by collecting information on events organised by member associations, highlighting
potential clashes of dates between events, and communicating the list to Members via the BCC Diary. The late Beryl Jones
MBE was the first lady chairman of the BCC and had instigated the idea of the BCC events diary after having tried to visit
three church Christmas sales all organised on the same day. She was awarded the MBE in 1991 for service to the British
Community in France.
As British in France, the BCC works together with the British Embassy and is a founder member of British in Europe, a
coalition of British citizens’ groups across the European continent.
Why not visit their website to find out more? https://www.britishinfrance.com
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WALKING with GOD
Lent 2022

I

love the picture in Genesis of God walking in the garden during the cool evening, looking for Adam and Eve. It is a
beautiful image of the intimacy with Him we once had, and that was lost by man’s disobedience. I also like to imagine
the disciples enjoying the physical company of Jesus, during three years of roaming around Israel, listening to His stories
and watching Him perform incredible miracles. But the Good News of the Gospel is that such intimacy has been restored
through Jesus. We can once again walk with God, know Him intimately and experience His presence in our lives.
So during this Lent, we would like to invite you to do exactly that and we’re going to offer three different opportunities to
do so as we head towards “the big gig” the wonderful celebration of Easter.
Prayer Walking
Good for exercise and one’s spiritual health, prayer walking is the intentional
practice of praying whilst walking. It has become increasingly popular in recent
years. It is the opportunity to become aware of what we see whilst we walk
and pray for the people and the places we encounter as well as taking time to
reflect and contemplate the love of God. I shall be choosing this option as we
have beautiful countryside around us which inspires me to praise God for His
creation and to pray for the immediate environment of farmland, town and
houses.
To help you, we intend to produce a booklet in which you will find reflection
questions, verses of scripture or inspirational writing (something for each day) and space to record anything you want to
of your experience.
You might like to use this simple prayer as you walk:
Jesus you walk with me,
help me to walk with you.
The Lent Encounter 2022
The Bible Society have produced this resource for the 40 days of Lent with an
opportunity to visit the Holy Land among other things. It includes prayers, reflections
and weekly ‘wonder walks’ with a guide to help you explore God’s Word. You can
find this information at https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-lentencounter/ and it requires you to sign up by email to get this free resource. But you can
trust the Bible Society to produce something really good and spiritually stimulating.
Stations of the Cross
Our third option is to suggest you walk the Stations of the Cross during Lent. This
could be done as an individual or perhaps as a group. You’ll need to find a local church
that is open and has the stations on display, though it may also be a service provided by
some of our Chaplaincy Centre churches. Liz Morris has offered to provide a devotional
resource to accompany you, should you choose this option.

Finally on Tuesday evenings during Lent beginning on 8th March we plan to provide an opportunity on Zoom to reflect
and share experiences and receive encouragement from one another. This will take place from 7.30 – 8.30pm and the zoom
link will appear on our weekly bulletin. The facilitators will be David Marshall, Tina Marshall-Cottam and Nellie Salvi.
The resources can be downloaded from the Chaplaincy Website www.churchinaquitaine.org
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Looking at Art
with

To celebrate Easter, let’s take a look together at how great artists used four
different art forms to depict the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Jeff Bottger

I

consider Rogier van der Weyden's The Descent
from the Cross to be the greatest of the hundreds of
paintings of this subject. Painted in 1435 by the Flemish
master on an oak panel, it was immediately influential
and recognized as a masterpiece. Joseph of Aramathea
and Nicodemus hold Christ's lifeless body while his
mother Mary, overcome with grief, collapses. It hangs
in the Prado Museum in Madrid.

The Early Renaissance Italian master Paolo Uccello created a
visionary, exceptional stained glass window in 1444 depicting
the resurrection of Christ for the Duomo in Florence. It is an
intricate work of art, made more so by its circular shape, the
pure colours of the glass, and in particular the perspective
foreshortening, including Christ's open tomb below him, which
adds great depth to this piece.

Michaelangelo sculpted three pietas in his lifetime. The Italian word pieta
means “compassion”, and the one in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome is by far
his most famous. Sculpted from a block of pure white marble in 1498-1499
when he was just 24 years old, it is an exquisite work of classical beauty as
the lifeless Jesus is draped across the lap of a youthfully portrayed Mary. It
is on public display in St. Peter’s, behind a bullet-proof acrylic glass panel.

Saint Mark's Basilica in Venice contains some of the world's
most beautiful gold-grounded mosaics in its interior and
exterior. Byzantine in influence, the design of the main portal
of the western façade contains four spectacular mosaics
depicting Christ's victory over death, including The Ascension.
It is believed this still vibrant mosaic dates back to the twelfth
century, and it is admired by millions of visitors annually.

I hope your Easter celebration will be enriched by viewing these great works of art in this edition of Looking at Art. As
always, please feel free to contact me at chezjeffetbonnie@gmail.com with your comments.. Many thanks for reading!
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Flower Histories – Primula Auricula

B

rought to England by Huguenot refugees fleeing from Philip II of Spain and
the Duke of Alba, the Primula Auricula is as rich in history as it is in colour.
Gerard in his Herbal called them ‘beares eares’ because of the leaf shape. They
are the only flowers I know of that have had theatres specially built for them.
They were large and intricately built structures lined with black velvet usually
containing mirrors which helped to double the effect.
We see auriculas today in all their glory, lined up on
shelves against a black background. The colours are
most glorious and there is a limitless range of rich
purple, dark red, pink, white, blue and gold, not
forgetting green and grey. With names of varieties
such as ‘show’, ‘fancy’, ‘striped’, ‘double’ and ‘alpine’
they certainly have an alluring presence anywhere
they grow. They have fascinated gardeners from
Roman times.

Dusty Miller

Auriculas were grown by artisans for show
purposes. These people were known as ‘shed florists’. They had small backyards
in which they grew the flowers. It was desperate business and the compost used
to produce the rich flowers was a mixture of ‘night soil’, sugar baker’s scum, ox
blood and sometimes fresh meat was placed in the roots. Very often there was
foul play in the backyards – many people woke up to find their blooms ruined.
The height of popularity in the north for ‘show’ auricular growing was 18401850. Backyards disappeared as living accommodation improved.
‘Dusty Miller’ and ‘Old Irish’ are old friends and are good border auriculas,
happy to be outside all year round and make a stunning show. Sadly I have
to say that my romance with all these wonderfully varied stunning flowers is
coming to a lifelong end. If I lived in the UK they would prosper and flourish for
their needs are small: shady cool temperatures, protection from snow and winds
and the odd feed; good drainage, no humidity or excess heat, which are killers
of this most delicate and delectable plant. I’ve tried for three years to grow them
in France and have not succeeded.

Old Irish

Canary Bird

O Lord and Master of my life, grant
me not a spirit of sloth, despondency,
love of power, and idle talk.
But give to me, your servant,
a spirit of sober-mindedness,
humility,
patience,
and
love.
Yes, O Lord and King, grant me
to see my own faults and not
to judge my brother, since you
are blessed to the ages of ages.

L is for the life He gave
is for eternal life in heaven with
E God His Father
is for never losing faith
N
is for trust that He will come
T again

Amen
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Cake Cookery
with Frances Pengelly

M

y father was vicar of a small country parish tucked into the North Yorkshire Moors. A place of great beauty. Rationing
was making us all hungry - my mother did her best under the circumstances but we, my sister, brother and I, growing
fast were always hungry.
Every new year we were invited out for High Tea, Yorkshire wise with the local builder who kept pigs, hens and the odd cow.
My father, who never ate very much, would look up to heaven, (he hated full plates) and prayed for strength to eat what
was put in front of him. We just counted the days until the feast! My mother reserved judgement as usual. I remember how
wonderful the high tea was. Beautiful white table linen edged with lace. Real napkins. Blue and white china. We started
the meal, no not with grace, but fried succulent gammon and fresh golden eggs superbly cooked and no less wonderful
to eat. Next, home-made scones, teacakes, drop scones and malt bread with real farm butter and home-made strawberry
jam. There was every kind of cake imaginable from fruit to sponge. Biscuits so delicate that they almost fell apart when
you looked at them and of course cups of strong tea. What a feast. We struggled home replete, but this particular meal has
stayed in my mind all my life and instilled in me the need to bake.
Traditionally cakes have always been linked to celebrations. Birthdays, weddings,
christenings are the big domestic occasions. People to tea? I’ll bake a cake. The two great
religious festivals, Christmas and Easter, have been celebrated since time immemorial
with cake. Both ends of fasting, Advent and Lent, welcome times of feasting.
Simnel cake, eaten at Easter, is a rich fruit cake made with simila (wheaten flour, fragrant
spices, citrus, dried fruit, sugar and butter, covered with marzipan and eleven balls on top
representing the eleven true Disciples of Christ.
My first foray into baking was the humble drop scone, easy
to make but with butter spread on lavishly a bit of a cholesterol no-no. 250g plain flour; 2tsp
baking powder; 1tsp bicarb; 75g caster sugar; 2 eggs; 85g melted butter; 300ml milk. Sift
dry ingredients into a bowl, add sugar, eggs and melted butter, finally milk. Stir into a batter.
Pour into a jug and then onto a griddle or frying pan in little blobs. You can add berries to
the mixture. Cover with a tea towel to keep warm and soft.

A good cake recipe I have stuck to throughout my cooking life: Into a food processor put
100g very cold butter cubed; 225g plain flour; 2-3 tsp baking powder; 150g caster sugar.
Blitz until just mixed, this does not take long. Put mixture into a bowl and add 3 beaten
eggs, vanilla or almond extract and milk to mix. Add 50g either of cherries, nuts or mixed
fruit; just bung in anything that tastes good, grated rinds of oranges or lemons or just spice.
Spoon into a loaf tin and when cooked and cool, ice the cake and off you go.

Mum’s Chocolate Cake – looks ordinary but is a winner. 100g butter; 225g caster sugar; 175g
plain flour; 2 tsp baking powder; 2 eggs; 25g cocoa or more if you want; 2 eggcups boiling
water. Blitz dry ingredients with cold butter; when just mixed add beaten eggs and vanilla
extract and lastly the boiling water. Divide between two 17cm sponge tins and when cooked
and cool ice with a chocolate butter icing to which you add a good honey for taste or a little
coffee.

Peanut Butter Bread. 225g wholemeal flour; 3tsp baking powder; 85g peanut butter; 85g
brown sugar; 300ml milk. Stir peanut butter into sifted dry ingredients until crumbly. Add
sugar and milk and mix thoroughly. Turn into a greased loaf tin and cook in a moderate
oven.
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St Patrick

P

atrick was born in Roman Britain but his actual birthplace is not known with any
certainty.

His father, Calpurnius, is described as a decurion (Senator and tax collector), of an
unspecified Romano-British city, and deacon; his grandfather Potitus was a priest from
Bonaven Tabernia, However Patrick's confession states he was not an active believer in
his youth.
According to the ‘Confession of Saint Patrick’, at the age of sixteen he was captured by a
group of Irish pirates, from his family’s Villa at “Bannavem Taburniae”. They took him
to Ireland where he was enslaved and held captive for six years. Patrick writes in the
Confession that the time he spent in captivity was critical to his spiritual development.
He explains that the Lord had mercy on his youth and ignorance, and afforded him
the opportunity to be forgiven his sins and convert to Christianity. While in captivity,
he worked as a shepherd and strengthened his relationship with God through prayer,
eventually leading him to convert to Christianity.

Stained-glass window of St. Patrick
from Saint Patrick Catholic Church,
Junction City, Ohio, USA

After six years of captivity he heard a voice telling him that he would soon go home, and then that his ship was ready.
Fleeing his master, he travelled to a port, two hundred miles away, where he found a ship. After three days' sailing, they
landed, presumably in Britain, and apparently all left the ship, walking for 28 days in a "wilderness" and becoming faint
from hunger. After Patrick prayed for sustenance, they encountered a herd of wild boar. Since this was shortly after Patrick
had urged the group to put their faith in God, his prestige amongst them was greatly increased. After returning home to
Britain, Patrick continued to study Christianity.
Patrick recounts that he had a vision a few years after returning home:
“I saw a man coming, as it were from Ireland. His name was Victoricus, and he carried many letters, and he gave me one of
them. I read the heading: "The Voice of the Irish". As I began the letter, I imagined in that moment that I heard the voice of
those very people who were near the wood of Foclut, which is beside the western sea—and they cried out, as with one voice: "We
appeal to you, holy servant boy, to come and walk among us."
Acting on his vision, Patrick returned to Ireland as a Christian missionary. According to J. B. Bury, his landing place was
Wicklow, Co. Wicklow but tradition has it that Patrick was not welcomed by the locals and was forced to leave and seek a
more welcoming landing place further north. He rested for some days at the islands off the Skerries coast, one of which still
retains the name of Inis-Patrick.
He writes that he "baptised thousands of people". He ordained priests to lead the new Christian communities. He converted
wealthy women, some of whom became nuns in the face of family opposition. He also dealt with the sons of kings, converting
them too. The Confessio is generally vague about the details of his work in Ireland though there are several mentions of
travelling around the island, and of sometimes difficult interactions with the ruling elite. He does claim of the Irish:
“Never before did they know of God except to serve idols and unclean things. But now, they have become the people of the Lord,
and are called children of God. The sons and daughters of the leaders of the Irish are seen to be monks and virgins of Christ!”
Patrick's position as a foreigner in Ireland was not an easy one. His refusal to accept gifts from kings placed him outside the
normal ties of kinship, fosterage and affinity. Legally he was without protection, and he says that he was on one occasion
beaten, robbed of all he had, and put in chains, perhaps awaiting execution. Patrick says that he was also "many years later"
a captive for 60 days, without giving details.
Patrick is said to be buried at Down Cathedral in Downpatrick, County Down, alongside Saint Brigid and Saint Columba,
although this has never been proven. Saint Patrick's Day is observed on 17 March, the supposed date of his death. It is
celebrated inside and outside Ireland as a religious and cultural holiday. In the dioceses of Ireland, it is both a solemnity and
a holy day of obligation; it is also a celebration of Ireland itself.
St Patrick is thought to have explained the concept of the Holy Trinity, three persons in one God,
to an unbeliever by showing him the three-leaved plant with one stalk. Traditionally, Irishmen have
worn shamrocks, the national flower of Ireland, in their lapels on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17th.
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Who Gets Left Behind?

How end times theories shape the ways we view our earthly abode.

												 Matthew Dickerson
Part Two....
Christ or Plato?
Of course, I may be wrong. Jesus often tells stories whose main ideas are not immediately obvious. Indeed, other passages
seem at first glance to shine a different light on the concept of being "left behind." In Luke 17:26-36, for example, we have
a different version of this teaching, where Jesus twice speaks of two persons, only one of whom will be taken. Here, Jesus
refers not only to the Flood, but also to the story of Lot and the destruction of Sodom. In the Lot story, the righteous are
taken away from Sodom, while the ones left behind get destroyed. Does this reverse the lesson we derived from the Noah
story? Perhaps it has nothing to do with being taken or left, but simply with the imperative of being ready.
There is, however, an important difference between the stories of Noah and Lot. The account of Noah, like Jesus' teaching
about the last days, is about judgment on the whole earth. Perhaps this is why both Gospel writers included that element of
Jesus' teaching. The Lot story is not about global judgment, but about judgment on one city. Indeed, even in this account,
Lot and his daughters, though removed from Sodom, remain "left behind" as bodily beings, while the wicked, "left behind"
in Sodom, end up perishing from the earth.
We might turn to 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and Paul's description of the Rapture. Surely, some suggest, this points to Christ's
followers being taken away. But does it? The core of this passage is a message of hope that believers who have died like Jesus
will be resurrected from the dead. Paul does speak of being caught up in the clouds to meet Jesus. But read the passage
carefully. While it says nothing about Christ's followers leaving, it twice mentions Jesus coming (vv. 15-16). So what about
"meet[ing] the Lord in the air" (v. 17)?
Interestingly, the Greek word for "meeting" here is apantesis—a term used infrequently in the New Testament and carrying
a very different connotation. It means going out to meet a newly arriving magistrate or dignitary to welcome him back into
the city. In other words, the 1 Thessalonians passage does not imply a departure from earth. Instead, the passage's emphasis
is on Jesus' triumphal return. Paul seems to be evoking Jesus' earlier triumphal entry into Jerusalem, when the people went
outside the city to welcome him. As John describes the triumphal entry, "The next day the great crowd that had come for
the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,
'Hosanna!' 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!' 'Blessed is the king of Israel!'?" (John 12:12-13, emphasis
added).
This would seem far more in keeping with the weight of Scripture. Romans 8:18-24 speaks of God's redemptive and liberating
work in all of creation. Revelation 11:18 speaks of God's judgment in "destroying those who destroy the earth." Chapters 1
and 2 of Genesis and numerous Psalms (especially 104) speak of God's creation and superintendence of an earth in which
he delights—and his appointment of humans as its stewards.
This brings us back to Matthew. If my reading is accurate, then many Christians have been interpreting the end times
backwards for decades. Hasn't our common picture of the Rapture imagined the followers of God— those who are saved—
getting taken away while the wicked are "left behind"? I would suggest that the popular interpretation owes more to Platonism
or Gnosticism, which devalue the body and physical creation, than to Christianity. Plato's Socrates, when sentenced to
death for allegedly corrupting the Athenian youth, delighted to die; he gladly drank the hemlock because it meant freedom
from his body and a chance to escape the earth. In Plato's vision, Socrates, the righteous and wise philosopher, would be
taken away, while his enemies would be left behind. Similarly, when Christians look forward to escaping the earth—when
we imagine being "left behind" as punishment—we may be embracing Gnosticism and Platonism rather than Christianity.
Good Housekeeping
None of this discredits all the ideas and sentiments behind popular end times portrayals like Norman's "I Wish We'd All
Been Ready." The title of the song, repeated often in its refrain, speaks powerfully to the importance of being prepared for
the last days. This seems to be the first of two main ideas Jesus draws from the Noah story. Indeed, the message is echoed in
many of the parables that follow in Matthew 25. Surely, we do well to heed Jesus' warning in Matthew 24:42 to "keep watch,
because you do not know on what day your Lord will come."
Nonetheless, if our thinking about who gets left behind is backwards, we are likely to adopt wrongheaded attitudes toward
the arena of creation. To wit: Norman's same album includes a song, "Reader's Digest," which ends with these lines: "I'm
only visiting this planet / This world is not my home, I'm just passing through." How many identically themed T-shirts and
bumper stickers made their way through church circles in the 1970s? The world, according to this mindset, is a hotel, not
a home. When we succumb to this way of thinking, we miss out on the importance of the bodily resurrection. Indeed, the
centrality of the bodily resurrection to Christian teaching is one reason I am led to an understanding of Matthew 24-25 that
contests our profound horror at the prospect of being left behind. If we view as a punishment being left in this world, what
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does that say about our view of creation? If we
yearn ultimately to escape corporeal existence
rather than awaiting our bodily resurrection
and the coming of heaven to earth, what sort of
care for God's will result? The answers, thus far,
have only been discouraging.
This world is our home. It is the home God made
for us, blessed us with, and instructed us to take
care of. Viewing it as our home is critical to our
mission as caretakers. I, for one, look forward
to being left behind, like Noah and his family—
only with my new and resurrected body.
Matthew Dickerson is a professor of computer
science at Middlebury College and the author
of several books, including The Mind and the
Machine (Brazos Press). This article is from
Christianity Today magazine.

Environmental Policy Statement

This Environmental Policy Statement has come out as a result of the
2021 Lent Course, Caring for Creation and the environmental survey
which was completed by all our sectors. The aim of the first five points
of the policy is to identify some key points for the Chaplaincy as a
whole to adopt plus points nine and ten.
The other points identify the actions that we as individual Christians
and individual churches can adopt as part of our responsibility to
care for creation.
The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine is committed to minimising the
impact of its activities on the environment. The key points of its
strategy to achieve this are:

Easter Love
On Easter we celebrate love,
love coming down from heaven,
love blanketing the earth
in a transforming embrace;
unique and infinite love,
giving more than we can imagine
for us, to cleanse our sin,
a perfect sacrifice, Lamb of God,
the walking, talking Word.
He is teacher, role model, friend,
this God in human form,
dying, then rising from the dead,
proving all who believe
will also rise
to have eternal life, with Him,
Lord of all.
Oh, Happy, Happy Easter!
Joanna Fuchs

1. To minimise waste
2. To minimise emissions
3. Promote reduce, re-use and recycling in all sectors
4. Use an accredited program to offset any emissions generated
by its activities
5. To set targets for ongoing improvements.
As Christians we have a duty of care to look after creation. To
minimise our impact on the environment we as individuals and
sectors need to take action. We recommend the following actions
should be taken:
1. As individuals commit to carry out a personal carbon footprint
audit to identify at least one change you can make to your current
lifestyle. (Can run workshops to help people do this).
2. As sectors we will commit to starting a car pool to be used to
encourage people to car share to meetings and church worship.
3. As sectors we will commit to reducing one off printing and
encourage recycling.
4. As sectors we will look at alternative venues for worship during
the winter period to avoid heating large buildings.
5. Stop using single use plastic.
6. Hold at least one service per year focusing on creation and
introduce more creation liturgy and prayers in regular worship.
7. Each sector should have an environmental advocate to promote
and measure environmental progress.
8. Consider carbon offsetting where journeys cannot be avoided.
9. Consider an eco-diocese project.
10. Consider twinning with a church in a region of the Global South
that is directly impacted by the effects of climate change.
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Les Cloches de Pâques......

........‘The Bells are coming!’ the children cry.

T

he oldest traces of Easter bells in France can be found in the
7th century. The church forbade the villages to ring the bells,
and imposed them to keep their belfries silent during the end of
the Holy Week, between Thursday and Easter Sunday. This was
to commemorate the period between the death of Christ and his
resurrection.
This is where the legend of the Easter bells originated. In order to
explain this silence of the bells, it was said that the bells left between
Thursday and Sunday on a long journey to Rome in Italy, where they
were blessed by the pope (it must have kept him very busy!) before
coming back all jingling and chiming to announce the resurrection
of Christ. As they fly back across the land they collect eggs, which
they drop into gardens and homes as they return back to the village
or town of their respective dioceses. As soon as they are back in place
they chime out on Easter Sunday at which point families then go out
to look for the offerings.

In times gone by the eggs were real ones, painted by hand and
hidden in secret places for small people to find and treasure.
Today of course the chocolate ones are a favourite!
The Easter bells resonate in the hearts of the French as a symbol
of joy and good times shared with family around a good Easter
meal. When they ring on Easter Sunday, it is to announce the
end of the Easter mass, but also the launch of the egg hunt for all
children.
Just like the Easter egg or the Easter bunny, the bell is a symbol
that is very frequently found in home decorations or Easter table
decorations.
In eastern France, to replace the bells "gone to Rome" during Holy
Week, children rang their rattles in the streets to announce the services. The rattle replaced the altar bell in parishes and
monasteries. The altar boys would pass by several times during the day. The first time they shouted: "Wake up". The second
time: "Get ready". The third time: "Hurry up".
In Germany and Alsace, it's not the bells, but the rabbits that come to lay eggs for the children in the gardens. The children
make pretty nests and put them in the garden the day before to encourage the Easter hares to fill them.

You can make
a
donation
safely online
by going to the
Chaplaincy’s special Churchonline website, scrolling
down and clicking on the Donate button or by using
this link: https://www.helloasso.com/associations/
chaplaincy-of-aquitaine/formulaires/3/en
Please
don’t forget to send Amy the email saying the money
should be credited to your sector church.
Or donate in sterling via ICS here: https://www.icsuk.org/aquitaine
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J

eremy was born with a twisted body, a slow mind and a chronic, terminal illness
that had been slowly killing him all his young life. Still, his parents had tried to
give him as normal a life as possible and had sent him to St. Theresa's Elementary
School. At the age of 12, Jeremy was only in second grade, seemingly unable to
learn. His teacher, Doris Miller, often became exasperated with him. He would
squirm in his seat, drool and make grunting noises. At other times, he spoke clearly
and distinctly, as if a spot of light had penetrated the darkness of his brain. Most of
the time, however, Jeremy irritated his teacher. One day, she called his parents and
asked them to come to St. Teresa's for a consultation.

As the Forresters sat quietly in the empty classroom, Doris said to them, "Jeremy really belongs in a special school. It isn't
fair to him to be with younger children who don't have learning problems. Why, there is a five-year gap between his age
and that of the other students!" Mrs. Forrester cried softly into a tissue while her husband spoke. "Miss Miller," he said,
"there is no school of that kind nearby. It would be a terrible shock for Jeremy if we had to take him out of this school. We
know he really likes it here."
Doris sat for a long time after they left, staring at the snow outside the window. Its coldness seemed to seep into her soul.
She wanted to sympathize with the Forresters. After all, their only child had a terminal illness. But it wasn't fair to keep
him in her class. She had 18 other youngsters to teach and Jeremy was a distraction. Furthermore, he would never learn
to read or write. Why waste any more time trying? As she pondered the situation, guilt washed over her. "Oh God," she
said aloud, "here I am complaining when my problems are nothing compared with that poor family! Please help me to be
more patient with Jeremy."
From that day on, she tried hard to ignore Jeremy's noises and his blank stares. Then one day he limped to her desk,
dragging his bad leg behind him. "I love you, Miss Miller," he exclaimed, loudly enough for the whole class to hear. The
other children snickered, and Doris' face turned red. She stammered, "Wh-Why, that's very nice, Jeremy. Now please take
your seat."
Spring came, and the children talked excitedly about the coming of Easter. Doris told them the story of Jesus, and then to
emphasize the idea of new life springing forth, she gave each of the children a large plastic egg. "Now," she said to them, "I
want you to take this home and bring it back tomorrow with something inside that shows new life. Do you understand?"
Yes, Miss Miller!" the children responded enthusiastically - all except for Jeremy. He just listened intently, his eyes never left
her face. He did not even make his usual noises. Had he understood what she had said about Jesus' death and resurrection?
Did he understand the assignment? Perhaps she should call his parents and explain the project to them. That evening,
Doris' kitchen sink stopped up. She called the landlord and waited an hour for him to come by and unclog it. After that,
she still had to shop for groceries, iron a blouse and prepare a vocabulary test for the next day. She completely forgot about
phoning Jeremy's parents.
The next morning, 19 children came to school, laughing and talking as they placed their eggs in the large wicker basket
on Miss Miller's desk. After they completed their Math lesson, it was time to open the eggs. In the first egg, Doris found
a flower. "Oh yes, a flower is certainly a sign of new life," she said. "When plants peek through the ground we know that
spring is here." A small girl in the first row waved her arms. "That's my egg, Miss Miller," she called out.
The next egg contained a plastic butterfly, which looked very real. Doris held it up. "We all know that a caterpillar changes
and grows into a beautiful butterfly. Yes, that is new life, too" Little Judy smiled proudly and said, "Miss Miller, that one
is mine." Next Doris found a rock with moss on it. She explained that the moss, too, showed life. Billy spoke up from the
back of the classroom. "My Daddy helped me!" he beamed.
Then Doris opened the fourth egg. She gasped. The egg was empty! Surely it must be Jeremy's, she thought, and, of course,
he did not understand her instructions. If only she had not forgotten to phone his parents. Because she did not want to
embarrass him, she quietly set the egg aside and reached for another.
Suddenly Jeremy spoke up. "Miss Miller, aren't you going to talk about my egg?" Flustered, Doris replied, "but Jeremy your egg is empty!" He looked into her eyes and said softly, "Yes, but Jesus' tomb was empty too!"
Time stopped. When she could speak again. Doris asked him, " Do you know why the tomb was empty?"
"Oh yes!" Jeremy exclaimed. "Jesus was killed and put in there. Then his Father raised him up!"
The recess bell rang. While the children excitedly ran out to the school yard, Doris cried. The cold inside her melted
completely away.
Three months later Jeremy died. Those who paid their respects at the mortuary were surprised to see 19 eggs on top of his
casket, all of them empty.
Written by Ida Mae Kempel
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A

round the

D

iocese:

The Diocese in Europe has appointed a new
Dean and Assistant Dean of Women’s Ministry.
The Revd Canon Debbie Flach and The Revd
Dr Catriona Laing (pictured left and right) will
promote the ordained ministry of women in the
diocese.

~

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity across the Diocese
During the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, chaplaincies from across Europe celebrated the gift of unity through prayer.
The theme for 2022 was: “We saw a star in the East, and we came to worship him”.
The Revd Tony Lomas, Chaplaincy of Aquitaine said “[This week] reminds Christians of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples that
“they may be one so that the world may believe” (see John 17.21)”. He continued “Hearts are touched and Christians come
together to pray for their unity.”

Rome

Ostend and
Knokke

~
HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The Diocese in Europe is preparing to join the
celebrations with an invitation to everyone across
the diocese and beyond to commemorate the
connections between the monarch and the countries
and territory of the diocese.
Did you know Her Majesty has visited over
40 locations in the Diocese on State Visits and
Commonwealth Visits during her reign?

As Area Dean in Central Europe, the Revd Dr.
Frank Hegedűs, Chaplain in Budapest, gathers
together Clergy, Licenced Readers, and others from
across the central area of the Archdeaconry for a
monthly online meeting or Chapter, which includes
prayer together, discussion and mutual support.

~

Spreading the Word

The Royal Household has published chronological
lists since 1952 of State Visits and Commonwealth
Visits which include several to Gibraltar and Malta
in our diocese.
Do you or people you know have memories they
would like to share of these Royal Visits? Please
kindly mark “Platinum Jubilee” in any subject
line email addressed to: communications@europe.
anglican.org. We’re looking to gather contributions
by 29 April.

March/April 2022

│ 14

AC

news and
round the
haplaincy: events from our
churches

Lot et Garonne:

CW
ML
PC

Richard Morris
Richard Morris
Dave Lee

Dondas just off the D215, north east of Agen.
Doudrac						
on D50 between Castillonès and Villeréal.
St Médard
Envals
to the north of Montflanquin.

March and April services
Ash Wednesday 2nd March 11.00
Sunday 6th. March 				 11.00
Sunday 20th March 			 10.30
Sunday 3rd April
			 11.00
Good Friday 15th April
14.00
Easter Day 17th April 		 10.30
										 11.00

Holy Communion 		
Holy Communion 		
Morning Worship. 		
Holy Communion.
Stations of the Cross
Easter Communion
Easter Communion.

Rev’d Liz Morris 		
Rev’d Liz Morris 		
David Albrecht 		
Rev’d Liz Morris.
Rev’d Liz Morris. 		
Rev’d Paul Willis. 		
Rev’d Liz Morris 		

05 53 23 40 51
05 53 23 40 51
drl4747@gmail.com

on D245 north-east of Agen

Doudrac
Doudrac followed by LAM
Dondas
Doudrac
Doudrac
Dondas
Doudrac

Rev’d Liz Morris took our first
Doudrac service of the New Year in
February. The Readings were from
Isaiah, Corinthians and Luke. The
sermon was taken into 3 parts, one
after each reading. In her sermon
Rev’d Liz spoke about the three men
who admitted their sinfulness and
their unworthiness to stand in God’s
presence. In each of the readings Liz drew out the fact that “God does
not call the equipped, He equips the Called.” There is a message for us
ALL in the these Readings and Sermon.
Our first Dondas service for 2022 was one of Holy Communion on Sunday, 20 February, 2022 at 10.30 am, celebrated
by Revd Liz Morris. We were delighted that Revd Paul Willis, who joined our congregation last year and received his
Permission to Officiate in the Chaplaincy in early December, was our preacher.
Next month we shall have a service of Morning Worship on Sunday, 20 March at 10.30am which will be led by David
Albrecht. Our April service falls on Sunday, 17th April which is Easter Sunday and will be a service of Holy Communion
at 10.30am, celebrant as yet unknown
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CW Vacancy
ML Vanda Walton

Monteton 				
(47) east of Duras, (notre Dame Parish Church)
March & April Services
Ash Wednesday 02 March		 16:00
Sunday 13 March							10:30
Sunday 27 March 						 10:30
Palm Sunday 10 April
10.30
Maundy Thursday 14th April 16.00
Easter Day 17th April
10.30
Sunday 24th April
10:30

05 53 89 63 03

PC Dave Lee drl4747@gmail.com

Holy Communion 			 Rev'd Liz Morris
Sung Mattins 						Roger Verrall
Holy Communion 			 Rev'd Liz Morris
Holy Communion 		 Rev’d Liz Morris
Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar Rev’d Liz Morris
Holy Communion 		 Rev’d Tony Lomas
Morning Praise
David Albrecht		

Please note that our first service in March will be Holy Communion on Ash
Wednesday, 2nd March, at 4.00 pm. Our Eucharist service on 27th March
celebrates Mothering Sunday, when in past times people made a prilgrimage to
their Mother church, called “Going a Mothering”. It was also a day when those in
service at big houses were given a special Sunday leave to visit family. The Simnel
cake, frequently associated with Easter, was often baked for this day as a brief
respite from the fasts of Lent.
The report on our LAM on the 27th February will have to wait until May, because this issue for
March and April combined is being prepared in February, before that meeting. However, it is hoped that the Monteton
Committee Team nominations of Adrian Inscoe for Chaplaincy Representative and of Elizabeth Clarke for Pastoral Care
and Safeguarding Officer, will be confirmed at the LAM.
Our two long standing members of the Monteton Team, Norma and Leslie Eckett, are stepping down from the roles
they have so faithfully filled for many years, as they move to celebrate important birthdays in 2022! Their enormous
contribution to the life and worship of the congregation at Monteton will be celebrated at the meeting, with our love and
thanks. They will of course continue to be an active part of the Monteton congregation, Norma no doubt planning to hold
her famous Saturday Coffee Mornings again, once we move into Spring and Summer!
The Monteton Committee Team will be meeting in early March, ready to plan services, social events and concerts for 2022.
All will be revealed in the May issue, on the Chaplaincy Website and of course, on our Monteton Facebook page!

Ste. Nathalène

CW

(24) East of Sarlat, Parish Church,
on D27

ML
PC

Alexandra Billing		
Rebecca Easdale		
Kay Doney
Sheila Campbell		

05 53 62 86 11		
05 53 31 13 32
kaydoney@hotmail.co.uk
05 53 59 68 78

March & April Services
Sunday 06 March
			
Sunday 20th March
Sunday 03 April
Sunday 17th April

11:00
15:30
11:00
11:00
11:00

House Group
zoom Local Annual Meeting chaired by Rev’d Tony Lomas
House Group
Praise with Communion
Rev’d Tony Lomas
Prayer & Praise			
Alexandra Billing

D

uring the winter months of February and March the Fellowship
of Sainte Nathalène’s Church has continued to be blessed meeting
together in a small home group, as our church building is not heated.
We met on the 30th January for an extra meeting, taking advantage of
January being a 5 week month, and then again on the 6th February,
at the home of Glenn and Kay. On Sunday, 20th February we moved
venues to the home of Colin and Sheila Campbell. We had decided to
keep to 6-10 people, (that may vary), with masks worn for fellowship
time, but we all agreed that we would like to have a shared meal
together afterwards.
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We have our Local Annual Meeting on the 6th March, previously to be physically attended by Rev’d Tony Lomas, but
now we have decided to hold the meeting after the fellowship, via
zoom. This will allow any members who are unable to attend to join
with everyone via the internet link. The 20th March is planned to be
our last home meeting, and at the present time the venue is tba. The
3rd April service will be led by the Rev’d Tony Lomas, and the Easter
worship, 17th April will be led by Alexandra Billing. From then on,
unless advised differently, back to meeting together in church where
the temperature should be more comfortable.
This year continues to be a challenging time for us all, and throughout we continue to hold up the present situation to God
in our prayer time. Each meeting opens with a couple of worship songs, before we have joined together reaching out to
our Lord in voice and spirit in open prayer, and that has been a very special time, when we come together as a real family
in God. Sharing our thoughts, tears, worries and thanks. We have been blessed to share our home, and now pass on that
to another to continue.

Eymet

(24) Eymet Temple, Eymet

March & April Services
Sundays 6th and 13th March
Sunday 20th March		
Sunday 27th March		
Sunday 3rd April		
Sunday 10th April		
Easter Sunday 17th April
Sunday 24th April		

I

10:30
10:30
10:30
10:30
10:30
10:30
10:30

Fresh Expressions
Fresh Expressions
Fresh Expressions
Fresh Expressions
Fresh Expressions
Fresh Expressions
Fresh Expressions

Allan Petchey
Rev’d Tony Lomas
Allan Petchey
David Albrecht
Allan Petchey
Allan Petchey
Allan Petchey

n common with most of the Chaplaincy the last few months have been relatively quiet due to the cold weather (let alone
COVID) keeping people at home. However, the Sunday services have been fairly well attended.

We have started to prepare for the repairs and refurbishment with
some of the clearance work at the front of the Temple (see picture) by
pulling off the rotten wood either side of the pulpit. Unfortunately, we
discovered that there was not a lot holding the pulpit up and the steps
just crumpled to nothing due to the veracious little things eating it. We
have agreed with our partners in the Eglise Protestant Uni de France
that the pulpit will be renewed and in the meantime we are seeking a
quote for the repairs to the wall and then repainting.
Our Zoom bible study on a Wednesday night between 19:00 and 20:00
has been working through Acts and we have had some lively debate
around the early establishment of the Church and the Christian martyrs.
There has also been an opportunity to share our understanding of the
bible through the “Verse of the Day” that many people are following
on the Temple Facebook page; an initiative started in January that
binds together our community knowing that each of us have a focus on the same passage that day.
“Let’s Pray” continues between 14:00 and 15:00 every Thursday after the market.
We look forward to the warmer weather and easing of the pandemic.
The Temple delivers services every Sunday at 10:30am. There will be an additional service of prayer and reflection on
Maundy Thursday 18:00 14th April (check time on Chaplaincy website in case of any last minute change).
Allan & Julia Petchey
Congregational Worship Leaders
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Chancelade
and Négrondes

(24) Chapelle de Saint Jean, opp. The
Abbey NE of Périgueux
Négrondes Church

CW
ML
PC

Vacancy
Elizabeth Brook		
Frances Pengelly		
Patrick Sturges		

05 53 52 50 91
05 53 54 63 55
05 53 35 48 09

March & April Services
Sunday 06 March		
Sunday 13 March		
Sunday 20 March		
Sunday 27 March 		
Sunday 03 April			
Sunday 10 April			
Tuesday 19th April		
Sunday 24th April		

10:30
10:30
10:30
10:30
10:30
10:30
10:30
10:30

Family Service 		
Family Service 		
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service 		
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service 		

Patrick Sturges 		
Chris Benson 		
Rev’d Liz Morris
Rev’d Tony Lomas
Patrick Sturges 		
Rev’d Tony Lomas
Rev’d Tony Lomas
Chris Benson 		

Négrondes
Négrondes
Chancelade
Négrondes (followed By Local Annual Meeting)
Négrondes
Négrondes
Chancelade
Négrondes

The delicate snowdrops have appeared from the dormant ground and a burst of bright yellow
forsythia is a sure sign that Spring is not too far away. Soon bare boughs will be pregnant once
again with blossom as days become longer and brighter.Nature can be so wonderful and to see
things in bloom can bring such joy to the heart. Then God said ‘Let the land produce vegetation,
seed bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it’ Genesis 1:11.
It is hard to believe that 2 years have passed since we made the move to France. We arrived full
of enthusiasm and then a month later we were in lockdown. Fear and anxiety can be consuming
when circumstances feel like shifting sands burying us under a weight of worries. However we
can place our hope in Christ: He is our Rock.
Finding new ways to navigate our way through those difficult times can be testing. I certainly found that planting seedlings
and watching them grow brought much pleasure. However not being able to see family and friends can be extremely hard.
As humans we yearn for physical contact and as we cry out like the Psalmist “How long Lord, how long” Psalm 6:3. Perhaps
the answer we would receive would be ‘not yet but soon’. Patience is certainly a virtue as we long to be re-united with loved
ones. We will all look back one day at how living with Covid contained important lessons and experiences but our focus
should be on what lies ahead. We can however be certain that our Loving Father will not abandon us but will walk with us
through the fire into the future.

Condom

(32) Chapel Notre Dame de Piétat,
54 Av. Aquitaine, Condom

ACW
ML
PC

Caroline Herbert
Caroline Herbert
Marion L’Estrange
Irene Birt

bcherbert101@gmail.com
bcherbert101@gmail.com
marian82condom@gmail.com

05 62 28 80 97

March & April Services
Thursday 31 March
Thursday 28th April

11:00
11:00

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Rev’d Tony Lomas
Rev’d Tony Lomas

On 16th February our Newts Ladies Church group
were invited to the house of Lavinia Pearce where she
enthralled us with tales of her time living in Japan.
Lavinia showed us a most magnificent Kimono so
richly embroidered it was fit for an Empress!
As well as the entertaining talk on her 20 years living
in Japan Lavinia also provided us with a splendid tea.
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Limeuil

(24) all services currently being held at
St Peter’s Church, Siorac-en-Perigord
not at Limeuil Haut

March & April Services
Ash Wednesday 02 March 			 10:30
Sunday 13 March 						 10:30
Sunday 27 March 						 10:30
Palm Sunday 10 April				 10:30
Maundy Thursday 14 April		 10:30
Easter Sunday 17 April				 10:30
Sunday 24 April 						10:30

W

CW
ML
PC

Vacancy
Anne Penfold		
Vicki Swaine		

05 53 30 46 01
05 24 10 60 08

Holy Communion			 Rev’d Tony Lomas
Family Communion		 Rev’d Tony Lomas 			
Morning Praise 			 Anne Penfold
Morning Praise 			 Sheila Campbell
Holy Communion			 Rev’d Tony Lomas
Easter Praise and Holy Communion by Extension		 Anne Penfold
Morning Praise 			Anne Penfold

ith major roadworks all through the village of Limeuil, our congregation found a welcome at St
Peter’s church in the centre of Siorac on the last Sunday in January. We celebrated ‘Christingle’
with decorated oranges for everyone. We looked at the
long journey of faith as shown by Simeon and Anna
greeting Mary and Joseph as they presented their child
at the temple, and at our revelatory experiences. We
all applauded our musicians for that day, Barbara and
Roger, giving us of their very best despite what may
have been the coldest Sunday of the winter. Leading
many of us to question the use of old stone buildings
and praying for guidance for our future.
With Tony and Ingrid we gathered for a communion
service followed by our LAM, again at St Peter’s on the 13th February.
There were 30 of us and we were pleased to be joined by several people we
hadn’t seen for a while and also welcome 2 new people.

It had been agreed by the committee that we should keep the local annual meeting
as informal as possible and this worked well as the various reports reviewing 2021
had previously been circulated. Tony began by explaining that, in common with
other sectors in the Chaplaincy, the Limeuil Committee have agreed not to appoint a
Warden to succeed Kathryn Carr and to have a less formal structure, agreeing that a
more flexible team approach would be the best way forward and noting that it is the
Chaplaincy Council and Officers which hold the statutory roles and responsibilities.
However formal appointments were made for:
David Albrecht - Local Safeguarding Officer
Tim Heathfield - Chaplaincy Council representative:
Gill Sweetman - Treasurer
Thanks were given to Kathryn Carr for her years as church warden and also to Jill Little for her time in that role. In the
absence of an alternative it was decided that all the warden’s duties would be shared by the team (previously known as the
committe) and congregation members as needed. Amongst other things we decided to support the charity ‘Mercy Ships’,
and continue our giving to ‘Resto de Cœur’.
As we move towards Lent, Tony will be leading us as we mark Ash Wednesday on the 2nd March with a service of Holy
Communion at 10.30am with the next service on the 13th March.
Our Home Group have been working through ‘Six Steps to Loving your Church’. It’s a video
based study looking at how to love your church whether you’re feeling enthusiastic about it or
not. It’s about the mind-set you take with you as you go to church each week, and how that
mind-set is expressed in a multitude of ways, big and small.
A Men’s Breakfast was held again at the home of Bob and Gill Sweetman on the 12th February.
10 men enjoyed a traditional English breakfast after watching a rugby related short Christian
video called The Two Sides of Sport. The event should have taken place the previous Saturday,
the first day of the 2022 Six Nations rugby tournament but a power cut in the Sweetman’s area meant a postponement! The
group included committed Christians and men who have little knowledge of our Lord. It was an event that was enjoyed by
all.
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The Dronne Valley Church,
at Bertric Burée (24): Parish Church, (D708 between
Ribérac and Verteillac)

March & April services
Ash Wednesday 02 March
11:00
Sunday 06 March		
10:30
				16:00
Wednesday 09 March		
11:00
Sunday 13 March		
10:30
Sunday 20 March		
10:30
Sunday 27 March 		
10:30
Sunday 3rd April		
10:30
				18:00
Palm Sunday 10th April		
10:30
Monday 11th April		
17:00
Tuesday 12th April		
17:00
Wednesday 13th April 		
11:00
				17:00
Maundy Thursday 14th April 17:00
Good Friday 15th April		
14:00
Easter Sunday 17th April
08:30
				10:30
Sunday 24th April		
10:30

CW Steve Long
05 53 91 96 48
Rosemary Robinson 05 53 91 45 15
Ann Knight
ML Keith Gunn
05 53 90 85 92
PC Sheila Marshall
05 53 90 95 69

Holy Communion		
Rev’d Brian Davies
Open Door, Church Is Open For Prayer
Evensong 			Sheila Marshall
BCP Holy Communion
Rev'd Tony Lomas
Morning Worship 		
Steve Long
Open Door, Church Is Open For Prayer
Holy Communion		
Rev’d Brian Davies
Open Door, Church Is Open For Prayer
Evensong			Sheila Marshall
Morning Worship		
Steve Long
Evening Prayer			
Sheila Marshall
Evening Prayer			
Steve Long
BCP Holy Communion		
Rev’d Tony Lomas
Evensong			Sheila Marshall
Holy Communion		
Rev’d Andy Horlock
Stations of the Cross		
Sheila Marshall (church open at noon for prayer)
Sunrise Praise			
Steve Long & Ann Knight (in the garden)
Holy Communion		
Rev’d Andy Horlock
Open Door, Church Is Open For Prayer

This bulletin is full of interesting environmental news of what the C of E is doing.
It hopefully will stimulate some ideas for us here. Clearly, in France, we are limited
in what we can do physically with our church buildings, however with a little
imagination we can adapt and adopt!
In the UK A Rocha, with its Eco Church movement, has helped to create a greater
awareness of the need for the Church to take significant steps forward in creating environmental awareness. As Christians,
and therefore environmental stewards we should, as a church, and individually, be supporting similar initiatives.
In France the similar movement is known as ‘Eglise Verte’ and more information on that can easily be found on the Internet.
Geoff Cogger
Marie Ricketts’ boys,
Hugo and Owen,
have been busy in
Nontron preparing
their
vegetable
garden and planting
onions.

But it’s tiring work!

On a frozen foggy morning seventeen randoneurs and ten dogs met up at
Douchapt to walk “Les Fontaines de Douchapt. These include wells, washing
places and fountains and are on a trail around the village.
It’s a lovely walk; going through woods, over meadows, stopping to read the
plaques telling about the different fountains. As we moved on, so the fog lifted
and finally revealed some sunshine.
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The first fountain we reached is beside an ancient combine harvester - Subrenat - and there we had our first photo
opportunity with the walking group together. Later on we passed the fountain of Chebretaire then down through Mas Joly
and on to the lovers’ well of Fayoulette.
Back in the village we arrived at the restaurant “Des bouches et des oreilles” where the rest of our group who chose to lunch
and not walk awaited us, making us twenty-three people in all. We ate a substantial and, I hope, pleasing lunch and were
extremely well looked after by our hosts there.
We all agreed that it had been an enjoyable day in convivial company. Annie Key and I will arrange another randonée for
the beginning of March.										
Joy Collett

Protestant Temple,

Bordeaux

283 rue Frédéric Sévène,
33400 Talence

CW				
DW				
ML				
PC					

Christine Rychlewski
Lindsay Mégraud
Communications Team
Christine Rychlewski

06 81 85 72 97									
06 52 53 77 16
06 52 53 77 16
06 81 85 72 97

March Services at 15.30 unless indicated otherwise
All services can be accessed LIVE at 15.30 on YouTube - Type “Anglican Bordeaux”.
More info in the main section of the Magazine.
Wednesday 2nd March
at 18.30
Sunday 6th March
Sunday 13th March
Sunday 20th March
Sunday 27th March
Sunday 3rd April
Sunday 10th April
Thursday 14th April
at 19.00
Sunday 17th April
Sunday 24th April

Ash Wednesday Service		

Rev’ds Angela & David Marshall

Prayer and Praise Service
Family Communion		
Family Communion		
Service of the Word		
Service of the Word		
Palm Sunday Service		
Maundy Thursday Holy		
Communion
Easter Family Communion
Family Communion		

Christine Rychlewski
Rev’ds Angela & David Marshall
Rev’d Tony Lomas
Nellie Salvi
Anne Penfold
Christine Rychlewski
Rev’ds Angela & David Marshall
Rev’ds Angela & David Marshall
Rev’d Tony Lomas

Be right on top of the latest news by visiting our church website regularly: www.anglicanbordeaux.org
As regular activities, there is Bible Study via Zoom on Wednesdays at 18.30,
Prayer Time on-line (or join in by telephone) on Sundays at 10.00, and Youth
Group on Sundays every fortnight. For enquiries, please write to
info@anglicanbordeaux.org or leave a voice message on 05 56 40 05 12
Make Lent a special time by joining the Bible Study Group via Zoom on Wednesdays.
Local Annual Meeting in Bordeaux on 20th February
It's that time of the year when we take stock of the year gone by (and what a year it
was!), and look ahead to the year to come.
There can't be enough thanks given to the Church Committee for having orchestrated
so many things in 2021/2022, in spite of and along with the Covid-19 pandemic.
Hats off to Local Wardens, Christine Rychlewski and Ian Couper, for their initiatives
and hard work. A grand round of grateful applause to everyone in our church family
who gave so generously of their time and resources - too many to mention, but
especially our Worship leaders, Christine - Heather - Nellie (in addition to others
in the Chaplaincy who travelled to us from afar), and to Treasurer Barry Gardiner
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and Secretary Peter Luson. Special thanks to Tony Lomas for leading so many services in 2021 and for guiding us through
the unusual year! And last but far from least - we count our blessings at having such a wonderful Sunday School and Youth
team, nurturing the Church's future (read on!).
Minutes of the meeting with all the details will be made available to anyone who requests them, if you weren't able to be
present.
We are in very good shape and we look ahead to the future in great expectation of good things to come.
The Youth Group's latest mission
Most of the youths were back and thank God for His grace, mercies and protection from COVID as there were positive cases
in schools and offices. Thanks be to God that all are physically protected even in the midst of close contact with positive
cases.
This week they learnt the lesson of “Smashing the lie”. They learnt the different forms and definitions of lies and deception,
e.g. white lies, fake news, half-truths, etc.

There was sharing of 2 books from Genesis and Matthew, to show the difference and outcome of Adam & Eve VS Satan and
Jesus VS Satan. And we all learnt from our Lord Jesus that IT IS WRITTEN… the Word of God is the only way to defeat
the devil.
The memory verse was also from the same passage and we all said together:
"Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only' " (Matt 4:10).

We closed with a song by Charity Gale – I just want to speak the Name of Jesus. We prayed to continue to worship our Lord
and serve Him only and love our neighbours. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcmqSfr1ENY
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Charity starts at home. Can you help?
Our charity association Chap-Aid needs your help, be it by financial donation for General Funds or
for the Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand or by rolling up your sleeves and taking on a task.
Please find below a number of items requested by our local charity, the Foyer Fraternel Gouffrand,
caring for the needy in downtown Bordeaux.
Financial donations (cash or cheques made
out to "Chap-Aid") can be deposited in the
plastic box at church services or given by going here:
https://www.helloasso.com/associations/chap-aid/formulaires/1/en
Otherwise, think about sorting through your Spring clothes (yes,
Spring's right around the corner!) and bring anything in good
condition to church on Sunday mornings or call Lindsay for a pick-up.
Here are other items that are needed - and you can put things like
soap, shampoo, toothbrushes and toothpaste on your shopping list.
Every little bit helps - and the needy are counting on us.

Wishing you a blessed and prayerful walk
towards the Glorious Cross.

Painting by K. Pavard of the Croix Glorieuse at the
Abbaye de Belloc
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Useful Numbers
Chaplain of Aquitaine: Rev’d Anthony Lomas 06 72 31 72 87

revtonylomas@gmail.com

Assistant Chaplain:
Rev’d Elizabeth Morris 		 responsible for the Monteton and Lot et Garonne sectors
05 53 23 40 51 cookingcurate@gmail.com
Clergy with permission to officiate:
Rev’d Bramwell Bearcroft 07 88 96 60 18 bramwellbearcroft@hotmail.com
Rev’d Louise Courtney 05 53 27 11 56 louiseanitacourtney@gmail.com
Rev’d Brian Davies 05 53 91 19 90 brian.davies@orange.fr
Rev’d Barrie Green 06 11 67 01 27 barriegreen1951@gmail.com
Rev’d Andy Horlock +44 7952 180370 andyhorlock@hotmail.com
Rev’d David Makepeace +44 7594 301 894 makedavid@gmail.com
Rev’d Angela Marshall 05 62 29 67 66 06 88 03 97 59 rev.ange@hotmail.co.uk
Rev’d David Marshall 05 62 29 67 66 06 88 03 97 59 dmrevdave6@gmail.com
Rev’d Robin Nash +44 7778 63 89 89 my_quarters@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d Gerald Rootham +44 7792 46 71 09 geraldrootham@outlook.com
Rev’d Paul Willis 0044 7857 309018 pwguillone@gmail.com
Chaplaincy Wardens:

David Albrecht 05 53 36 55 97 albtd@orange.fr
Sally Davies 09 75 93 01 81 sallydavies928@gmail.com
Chaplaincy Administration:
Amy Owensmith 06 07 04 07 77 chapaq.office@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Co-ordinator
Nellie Salvi 05 57 88 32 47/06 11 37 46 78 contessasalvi@yahoo.co.uk
Chaplaincy Magazine Editor: Gill Sweetman 05 53 73 13 59 bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com
Chaplaincy Communications Coordinator: Sally Davies 09 75 93 01 81 sallydavies928@gmail.com

Chaplaincy website:
Chaplaincy Connect: 		
Chap-Aid Website: 		
Facebook page: 		
Archdeaconry of France:
Diocese in Europe: 		

www.churchinaquitaine.org
https://chaplaincyofaquitaine.myiknowchurch.co.uk/login
www.chap-aid.com
English-Anglican-Church Chaplaincy of Aquitaine
http://anglicanfrance.fr/
http://europe.anglican.org/

Neighbouring Chaplaincies:

Poitou-Charentes: http://church-in-france.com/
Midi-Pyrenées & Aude:
www.churchinmidipa.org
St Andrew’s Pau: http://www.standrewschurchpau.org.uk/STA/Introduction.html

Contributions to this magazine are always very welcome and should be received no later
than the 20th of the month. Please send to:
Gill Sweetman, Champ de Riviere, 24480, Bouillac.
e-mail: bobgillsweetman24@gmail.com
You can subscribe to Spreading the Word by sending your name and address, with a cheque for 30 Euros
made payable to: ‘The Chaplaincy of Aquitaine’ to Gill Sweetman at the above address,
OR: send your e-mail address and you can receive it without charge though donations to the Chaplaincy
would be most welcome!
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